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ADVERTISEMENT. 

1 HIS work having reached, by the pub- 
lic favour, a fecond edition, the compiler 
could not let flip the opportunity thus 
afforded him, of giving it feveral confi- 
derable additions and improvements. To 
procure room for thefe, he was induced to 
abridge fome particulars, which, however 
curious, were thought by good judges 
rather too circumftantial for a biographical 
hiftory; as rendering the narrative, in the 
parts where they occurred, fomewhat te- 
dious, and better fuited to a flatiftical 
furvey. What, therefore, the reader has 
lofl in refpedk to details on population, 
climate, hofpitals, fchools, &c. it is hoped 
he will find amply fupplied by matter not 
lefs interefllngy ^nd certainly more cnterr 
tuning. 
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SECTION I. 



Extent, Divifiott, Population, and Revenue of the 
Rnjjian Empire, 
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EFORE wc enter on the principal fubjeft 
of the prefentiundertaking) it will be proper to 
furnilh the read^ with fome general knowledge 
of the vaft empire to which it fo intimately 
relates* 

Ru(Ea» in the year 1785^ was reckoned to 
contain within its limits 110 degrees of longi- 
tude^ and in its breadth 32 degrees; its fuper* 
fides was about 305,000 german fquare miles *j 
whereof 63,000 are in Europe^ and 242,000 ia 
Afiaf. 

^ A gciman mile is nearly fix englifh miles. 

f From Riga to the banks of the Oby in Kamtfliatka 
are reckoned 11,000 vei;^ or 2200 leagues of 35 to a de- 
gree. Three Mrfts maj^e two englifli mOel. 

VOL* r. B N But 



1 EXTENT, DIVISION, POPULATION, 

But this empire has been greatly extended 
fince, by the conqueft of a vaft territory in the 
Krimea, by the difmembcrpieQt q( Poland, and 
by the addition of Courland. 

RuflTia actually occupies more than a feventh 
part of the known continent, and almoft the 
twenty- fix th part of the whole globe. The 
greateft extent of Ruffia from weft to eaft, viz. 
from the 39 J to apyf dpgre<? pf longitude^ con- 
tains 168 degrees; and, if the iflands of the 
caftern ocean be included, it will then contain 
185 degrees: fo that the continental length of 
Ruflia, viz. from Riga to Tchoukotflcoy Np6, 
the eafternmoft promontory, will conftitute 
about 8500 vfifts. The greateft extent of this 
empire from north to foutb, that is, from the 
78th to 50i dpgrep pf laooidc, contains ayi 
degrees. Hence the breadth of Ruffia, reckon- 
ing it from the c^pe T^ymour, whi(:h is the 
liprth-eaftern prompi)tpFy> U> K^i^kta, wiU makf 
about jaop ycrfts. 

To reconcile Ebcling, Krome, Bufching, and 
ibc ptber wnt?rs^ Pji tbf popwUtion of Ruffia, this 
population was eftimated in 1785 at 24,oop,2CXH? 
of inhabitants, whereof 20,000,000 are in Eu- 
rppc, and pnly 4,oop,OQO in ^fia. 

>Isnce \t ^pp(^mr th»F .?Iie p^^^ fej-jp ©f tt^ 
population Qjf J^uff#i b¥ ^ etuaaa fc^mt 

»ile. 
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fDilCj is 78 inhabitants, but that there are 318 to 
the fquare mile in european Ruflia, and only 16 
per fquare mile in afiatic Ruflia. Now this 
population feems very trifling in comparifon with 
that of England and France ; where it is calcu* 
lated that there are 2500 inhabitants per fquare 
league, that is, nearly five-eighths of a gcrman 
mile. 

Towards the year 1785, Rufiia was divided 
into forty-three governments, containing in all 
about 540 towns, 193 whereof were built in the 
reign of Catharine II. At that period, the em- 
prefs caufed a new divifion of the empire to be 
made into vice-royalties, which have fince her 
death been aboli&ed by the emperor Paul. 

According to the laft revifionj the population ' 
of Ruffia amounts ta 26,cxxd,cxxd. But it is to 
be noticed that the nobility, clergy, land as well 
as fea forces^ different officers, fcrvants belong- 
ing to the court, perfons employed under the 
government in civil and other offices; the 
ftudcnts of univerfities, academics, fcminaries, 
and other fchools ; hofpitals of various denomi* 
nations; likewife all the irregular troops, the 
roving hordes of different tribes, foreigners and 
colonifb, or fettlers of various nations, are not 
included in the above-mentioned number: but 
with the addition of all thefe, the population of 
B 2 Ruffia, 



4 EXTENT, DIVISION, POPULATION, 

Ruflia, of both fexes, may be fuppofed to come 
near to 30,000,000. 

The revenue of Ruffia is eftimated at up- 
wards of 40,000,000 of roubles. The cxpenccs 
in time of peace never exceed 38,000,000; the 
remainder is employed in conftrudling public 
edifices, making harbours, canals, roads, and 
other national works. 

' M. Hermann, in his book on this fubjeft, 
in 1750, juftly fays, that the ruffian empire, in 
its prefent extent, contains a furface the like of 
which is not to be found in hiftory. Neither the 
monarchy of Alexander the great, nor the old 
roman empire, nor the modern China, are equal 
to it in magnitude. It comprifes about the 
fcventh part of the firm land of our earth, is 
as large as the half of all Afia, and more than 
twice as big as Europe. Its fuperficies con- 
tains about 320,000 geographical fquare miles, 
or above 15,000,000 fquare verfts, whereof 
78,000 fquare miles belong to the eyropean, 
and 242,000 fquare miles to the afiatic part. 
The two parts confift of 43 vice-royalties, the 
greatnefs whereof diflfers from 400 to 140,000 
fquare miles. Their magnitude is determinable 
by an inverted ratio of their population; and in 
this regard they may be divided into three 
claflTes. The firll includes the moft populous; 

and 
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and confequendy, according to the circuit of 
coiintry> the fmalleft vicc-royaltics j which arc, 
St. Pcteriburg, Viborg, Reval, Riga, Polotzk, 
Mohilef, Smolenfk, Plcflcof, Tver, YaroQauf, 
Kaftroma, Vlodimir, Mofco, Kaluga, Tula, 
Rsefan, Tambof, Orel, Kurflc, Voronet(h, Kar- 
kof, Novgorod- Scverlk, Kief^ Tfchernigofi 
Pcnfa, Nifhnci-Novgorod, Kafan, Sinibirfk. In 
the fecondclafs follow the vice- royalties, whofc 
circuit is confidcrably larger, but their population 
not greater, and partly is yet inferior, as, Olo- 
netz-Novgorod, Tavrida, Viaetka; and in the 
third clais, laftly, the mod extenfive, and there* 
fore the proportionably leaft peopled, are to be 
placed: Archangel, Vologda, Katarinoflauf, Cau« 
cafus, Saratof, Ufa, Permia, Tobolflk, Koly van, 
and Irkutik, 

If the difierence among authors concerning 
the territorial extent of RuflSa be great, it is 
not le(s fo in regard to its population. The 
author of the " Effai fur le commerce de RuIIie, 
&c." Amft. 1777, admits it in general to be no 
more than 14,000,000. Voltaire gives the 
ruffian empire for the latter years of the rcigh 
of Peter I. 18,000,000 of inhabitants, but which 
is certainly by between 3 and 4,000,000 too 
many. Mar(hall eftimates the population ac 
l8,ooo,O0Oi Williams likewife, for 1768, fcts it 
B 3 down 
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dbWtt at bnly 1 8,ob5j6ob. M. Bufchinjg ihakei 
the population of Rliffia iiiiourit to 4o,o6o,obii); 
M. Ic Clcrc ftates it tt i9>o6o,ooo; and 
M. I'Evequc at 1 9,050,006 j M. de Voltiire, 
M. Suflmilch, aiid ptofcflbr Ebclin^i about 
ft4,ooo,ooOi profcflbr Cromc Ahd thfc ft^tiftlc 
tiblcs pHnted at Prague, rfcckon 25,000,000; 
ind profeflbr Albautn, for 1774, 32,000,060. 
In tHe hiftorical porte-fcuille, pirt ii. 1786, 
the pdpularibn is marked it £7,660,660, and 
captain Plcfclicycf in his Obofrfenie rbffilkaii 
imperie, ftates it to ht (but fbr the year 17812 
iitidoubtedly too high]) ;jo,ooo,6oo. Nl. dt 
Seaufobre, fo eariy a$ the beginning of thfc f^'at 
J770, gives ik it 30,606,000, a nurilbfer whicH 
St that time wai alitioft a third part tdo hi^h. 
Mr. Coxe, on the otfter hand, ftatci the po- 
jpiilarion df thfc whblfe empirfe at 22,838,516 
fouls; whichi for thfc time when he vifited the 
tbiintry, wiis hf far too little, 

Aceofdihg to thfc ceHfus takeh at fevcral 
Hme^, the incrcafe of the {iojiulatioh his appeared 
to be as follows: 

In the year 1722 ilic number of people was 14,000,006 
1742 - - 16,000,000^ 

1762 - ^ 20,000,000 

1782 - - 28,000,000 

1788 f •• 30,000,009 

During 
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buring the fiSigfi 6f Catharine 11. thin tUi 
ettipire tias ^airib'd in population Hoi l^is tliaii 
10,000,660, ^hirlof, if Wti dieduift (it thfc uf- 
riidft) ibt the ncWly-d^cJiiiWd cotiritrtes dnd t6^ 
lonifts j,o6b,66o,' tfi^ri will feill r^m^n an ih- 
crcafe of 7,066,060, dHflflg froni tlii aitttfil fcu'- 
plus 6f birdis over did dtdthi. 
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SECTION II. 

0/ tBe &irnm of Rijid. 

The tcmperatorc bf thfc air arid Utt weathcrj 
in this prodigbus edrfiii'^, arS as Varibiis as its 
circuit is cxtcnfit^c. It Comprifts niany regions 
which enjoy the mildeft Iky and the pureft aif- i 
but ftill more wherfc &ii v^datHer is extremWy 
rude arid cold ; and feV^erad where the exhalations 
froth the earth are riot fhc riibft wholefoftifr. 
The empire, in regatd to its Mix\itTy and thfc 
produftions of natufe depcndefnt upon it, may 
generally be divided into thrt6 ^rand depart- 
ments : I. The territory whicTi lies above the 
60th degree of north lafitiide, and extends to 
die 78th i 2. The territory lying between the 
50th and the 6oth degree of the fame latitude 5 
B 4 and 



8 OF THE CUMATB OF RUSSIA. 

and 3. The territory which lies more to the 
fouth than 50 degrees N. L. and extends fouth- 
wards from the 50th to the 43d degree. The 
FIRST is the rudcft and coldeft. It contains the 
greater part of the governments of Irkutlk, 
ToboUk, and Vologda 2 the whole of thofe of 
Archangel, Olonetz, and Viborg, with a part of 
the governments of Perme, Novgorod, and 
St. Peterfburg. All diefe regions Ke in a very 
cold climate, having a winter, efpecially Siberia, 
extremely fevcre. In Ouftioug Velikiye, in 
the government of Vologda, fituatc 61 dcg. 
N. L. and 15 deg. more to the nordi than Pe- 
tersburg, quickfilver froze in open air the 4th 
of November 1786, in a cold of 30 J degrees 
by Reaumur's thermometer; the ift of De- 
ipember from 40 degrees i it fell the fame day to 
51, and the 7th of December even to 60 
degrees. The quickfilver froze to a folid mafs, 
on which feveral ftrokes of a hammer were 
ftruck, before any parts fell off. In Krafnoy- 
arik, the quickfilver froze at 235 and 254 by de 
rifle. (Pallas, Travels, torn. iii. p. 419.) In 
Solikamfk, the fame thermometer is faid to have 
fallen in 1761 even to 280. The jsecond de- 
partment, in regard to fertility, is called the 
temperate ; in one half whereof, namely from 
the 55th to the 60th degree N. L. though the 

weather 
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weather is pretty fcvcre and cold, it yet allows 
all the fruits of the field and many of the orchard 
to grow. In the other half, namely from the 
50th to the 55th degree, the climate is much* 
milder, and with the ufual produds yields ftiU 
others, which in the former do not well fucceed. 
The whole of this extenfive, beautiful, and im- 
portant territory of the ruffian empire compre* 
hends the governments of St, Peterfburg, Reval^ 
Riga, Polotzk, Moghilef, Smolenik, Pleflcoi^ 
Novgorod, Tver, Yaroflauf, Koftroma, Vi- 
atka, Perme, Koljrvan, a good part of Ir-* 
kutfk and Oufa, the governments of Mofco, Vla- 
dimir, Nifhney-Novgorod, Kazane, Kalouga, 
Toula, Riazane, Voronetfli, Tambof, Penla^ 
Simbirfk, Kourfk, Orel, Novgorod-Sieverik, 
Tchernigofi and the greater part of Kief, Kar- 
kof, and Saratof, The third department is the 
hot, in which products are common, e. g. wine 
and filk, which do not thrive at all in the former. 
In this lie Tavrida, Ekatarinoflauf, the greater 
part of Caucafus, with a part of Kief, Karko^ 
Voronetfh, Saratof, Kolyvan, and Irkutfk. 

Tavrida poffcflcs a very agreeable climate* 
The inhabitants, for three quarters of the year, 
enjoy fine and warm weather i and Nature here 
requires but three months at moft to recreate her 
powers. The fpring fcafon commences here 
3 commonly 
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cottmcJrily ^ith March ; ihd from the middli 
6f May tb the thiddlc of Auguft generally tkt 
^riateft heat prevails. This is ufually fo intenfe^ 
ihii it rarely happens that windi do nbt cohti« 
ntially blow from ten in the morning till Ri iti 
the evening every day, which render it almoft 
irifupportable. Thunder and ftorms of rain ar6 
ficre alfo not uhfrcquent, whereby the air is rc- 
freihed. September and October are> ge* 
nerally fpeaking, the Hneft months. The au« 
tumnal weather comes on about the middle of 
November. The froff appears in December 
and January^ but is very moderate; feldom 
lafiing for mdrc than two or three days. Here* 
However, it is to be remarked, that the level 
part of this country is in this circumftance to be 
diftinguifhed from the mountainous; the heat 
and cold are commonly more intenfe'in the 
former, and rain and fnow Icfs frequent. The 
air in all the regions of Tavrida, except fbme 
few places on the Sibafh, are reckoned very 
Kcalthy. — About Kurflc, (in the Ukraine,) all 
forts of fruit, arboufes *, melons, and apples, arc 
ripe in Auguft ; and the corn is already got in. 
'the rivers freeze over at the end of November 
and in. December; and in May they arc again 
free from ice. 

* Water-melons. 

Thcfc 
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rmc Wtir {ii^khl aipatcmcilb; fa diBfcftaif 
flfdm tafch oHiih flioiilfl corirtadtly bi ftipt iiS 
♦»*f MfcHcWr vWf hfeal^ ot read of the cHtriatt' 
df tiifc rbflian eWpii-e. Hfence wt fei that thirfe' 
At6 ^bVcrhrtiihte vi^iilch parcakfc ifl thfc clltfeati bf 
f^o; bthtrs (fbr txdttiplc, Kolyvari) 6f thrte; 
ahkl the gbVcrhriifcnt of Irkutlk cvch of ill tH« 
fdlH", Whatever l^iturfe produces in thtfe pt^ 
rallels, RufTia pofTefTes or might pofTcft; Mi 
thel-cftitt fia^ idvintige^ of which riot Oile other 
eurS^tiii ffafcc cin Bbalt, 

I'ftd R!gfi ribrtBerh lititUdfe of St. f^cterfbtirg, 
dhd itk fittfdtiOh In a lo>fe, itiirlhy, and wbo'djr 
flat; With matty iafge rivers, render its ciiiiiitc 
cold, rUde, ahd in many rcfpcAs fingular. The 
imperial academy of fciehccs has kept a me- 
t)s6rblogicai account, from its foundation in 
1725, of the weather of the place; and the 
freeziiig of tfie Neva has been regularly marked 
arihuaiiy froin the year 1718. 

irhe froft krid its efFcdls are here remarkable. 
The nbnibcr of frofty days is annually from 150 
to 1-90 i arid their continuance and fcverity 
freezes the ground every winter from 2 to 2{ 
arid fomctinnies above 3 feet deep j and the ice 
of tfre Neva is from 24. to 36, but generally 
^8 inches in thickncfs. Though this body is 
fdrmcd by Ihecjs of ice gliding horizontally 

upon 
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Upon each other, yet when large fquarc blocks 
of it (land in the fun upon the ground in ipring, 
they gradually fall to pieces in perpendicularly- 
ftanding fpiculas of the thicknefs of one's finger. 
Likewife in walking over the river in ipring, 
while the ice is flill thick, the walking-ftick is 
cafily pufhed through the ice, by the ftick prcff-' 
ing down fome of the fpicute out of their con- 
tiguity. 

The covering of the Neva with ice, and the 
breaking- up of it, are remarkable phacnomena. 
At firft fmall diflind Bakes of ice are feen float- 
ing on the furface, which foon incrcafc into 
large Ihects, of fuch momentum that the bridges 
muft be removed in all hade to prevent their 
being carried away by the ice. Thefc fheets of 
ice drive down the ftream for a day or two i 
during which people pafs in boats among them 
acrofs the river, till at laft the ice flops, or the 
fheets of ice freeze on one another. Immedi- 
ately the river is paKTable on foot ; and nothing 
is more common than to fee boats rowing over, 
and in an hour or two afterwards foot-pailengers 
walking to the other fide in great numbers. 

The breaking-up of the ice comes on as fiid- 
denly. In fpring, at firft the fnow-water (lands 
on the ice j then the ice becomes ^ongy, or 
parts in fpikes, admits the water, and afifumes a 

blackifii 
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blackiih hue. At length it gives way> but leaves 
the beaten roads dill (landing ; in confequence 
of which foot- walkers are often feen upon the 
roadsj and between them and the floating mafles 
of ice, boats rowed in various direftions. When 
at laft the roads too break, the ice continues 
driving for a few days to the gulf, and the river 
appears with its clear and beautiful current. In 
a week or a fortnight afterwards the drift ice 
comes down from the Ladoga, and continues 
floating about wkh the wind for two or three 
days, making for the time the atmofphere un- 
commonly cold. 

The ice and the cold are made fcrviceable in 
various ways. Diftances are much fliortcned by 
their means, inafmuch as people, horfes, and 
carriages of all forts, and of ever fo great burden, 
can crofs the Neva, and the other rivers, lakes, 
and canals, in all places and dire£tions : and the 
Cronftadt gulf fupplies in fome mcafure the 
want of navigating during the winter, by the 
tranfport of commodities of every denomina- 
tion over the ice. As ice-cellars here are a 
neceflTary of life, for keeping provifions of all 
kinds during the fummcr, fo every houfc in every 
quarter of the town is provided with one filled 
every year with large blocks of ice cut out of 
the river., This operation generally takes place 

about 



al?op£ t^c bcgjpnipg of petiruary. Thfi kp ^\(iff 
adminifters to the p}eafure pf the inji^tiitj^p]:;^ {)y 
affording them ^n opportunity for tt>e 4iy|cr0Q? 
pf (}pdgc and hqrfe-r^cipg, ^c| fpr jh^t ctf fljjiin^g 
^>yn the ice-hUls fo fpi^ch admired by (he pq* 
palace. The weight of tl^Iib ice*h|lU^ togpthqr 
yfiO^ th^t pf a multitud/e fometimes of 5000 Of 
^000 perfons i^^nding ajbput thetn on hQ[)|d.ays> 
give the fpei^^tor a furpriflng i4ea of tt^e ftreqgth 
»nd foUdity of t^c ice. 

Wh^t w^y be ei^ecpted In ice yrzs fhc^n by 
the ice-pa)^Cje )vhich the frnaprefs Anna capfcd to 
be built on the bank of the Neva in 1740. It 
1ira8 cppftrufted of huge quadrats of ipe hewn 
in the manner of freeftone. The edi^cp ipas 59 
£:et in length, 16 ip breath, apd 29 11^ I^eight. 
The walls were thr^ e feqt thick. In t^ fcycral 
apartments werp tables, chairs, bec}s, afid al| 
jkiqds of hpufehold fui-pijyre, of ice. In front 
pf the palace, befi4es pyraoaids and %tues^ 
ftood fix cannons carryjfjg balls pf fix-pojijf}j4^ 
wight* ^d two njort^rs, pf ice. From one 
pf tl^e fqrxner, as a tnal, an iron l^al), with 
pply a quarter of a pound pf pojvder, jv-as ftrcf^ 
off. The ball went thrpugh ^ tiivo-inch bo^rd 
^t 60 p^es frofn the mouth of the cannon ; an^ 
tbe piece of icc-ardllery, with its lavette, re- 
mained m^m4 by tl^ cxpjqfipn. T/^e iljut- 

mination 



fiHmdan' of t}>e ke-palace ^ fij|glu ha4 an afto<» 
niihingly grarid cffed.- 

In and about Mofco the rivers freeze over ifi 
the middk or towards the latter epd of Novem« 
httj old ftyle i ^nd bi;eak up in JVl^rch or thjc 
beginning of April. The bpds of the birch- 
trcj:§ expand in M^y, and tlje trees ihed tlj/eir 
leaves in September. — The river Oural ufualljr 
Row^j qe^ GurieG free frqm ice abput the 
beginning of March. 



The greateft degree of cold fince the t)U|)di{ig 
of tfic city pf St. Pcteriburg was, by Ref^qmi|rj 
3^f, tlic ^th of January 1760. 

The greeted heat» in the fhade^ ^a$ 284. 
degrees, the 23d of July 1757, ^IkI tlje 5th of 

July 1758- 

By taking the average of all the d^e^mofpc- 
tric^ obfervations m^de at the Imperial Aca« 
demy of Sciences^ it is found that the grejU:efl: 
cold happens in the month of Janu4ry j anjd 
that its mean intenfity may be eftimajted at 22 
degrees. Again^ that the greApeft heat falls ifi 
July i and ;bat its mean force is 23 degrees of 
Ecauoiur. 
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Months. 



Jan. 

Feb. 

March 

April 

May 

June 

Augull 
Sept. 

oa. 

Nov. 
Dec. 



The mean tntenfity 



of the 

greatcft 

cold. 



Dtgrees. 
22 

i9i 

61 

♦ I 

♦ 6 
♦9 

♦ li 

3i 
II 
i8 



of the 

greateft 

heat. 



Degrees. 

I 
T 

»i 

7 

13 
19 

10 

4i 

2 



Mean cold 



of 
nights. 



Dtgrees, 

Hi 

9i 

7 

It 



of 
clays. 



Degreti, 

8 

5 

I 



Mean heat 



of 
nights. 



3i 

7J 



1 

4J 



Degrees. 



12 
lOi 

6 

2 



The mark * fignifies the degree of heat. 



of 
days. 



Degrut 



4f 
10 

^ I7i 
16 
II 
Si 



In turning over the pages of hiftory, we 
come to paflages where we almoft (land afto- 
nifhed at the then climate of Germany, where, 
for inftance, it is faid : Thefe countries north- 
ward beyond the Danube and the Rhine arc 
covered with vaft fnows, fo that they are unin- 
habitable from their almoft perpetual winters. 
Virgil and Ovid would not have affirmed, that 
on the borders of the Danube and in Thrace 
it was the cuftom to divide the frozen wine in 
pieces^ if at that time thefe countries were not 
liibjeft to fo fevere a froft:. Pliny the elder- 
complains of the immenfe fnows, which will not 
permit the objeftsthe leaft remote, in european 
Scythia, to be fcen. Speaking of Thrace, Pom- 
ponius Mela tells us> that the clufters of 

grapes 
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gripes never come to maturity; and all the 
anticnt writers ulk of the northern diftrids of 
Germany as countries confiding entirely of fo- 
rcfts, lakes, moraffcs, fnow, and ice 5 complain- 
ing of the piercing winds that bring from thefc 
parts tempefts, fnows, and frofts* That it 13 
at preftnt of a [totally different temperature is 
known to every inhabitant of that country. But 
from thefe hiftorical paflages we might perhaps 
deduce a caufe^ why one part of Ruffia, though 
lying under the fame parallel with Milan, Bour- 
deaux, and other countries and towils enjoying 
the moft agreeable climatCi is neverthclcfs of 
an atmofpherical temperature entirely different. 
Thus, for example, Mofco lies under the fame 
parallel with England ; and yet, on the 14th of 
April, notwithftanding a mild winter and an un* 
commonly early Ipring, the whole country round 
was covered with fnow. The ice had begUn to 
break up On many large rivers, while the Volga 
was yet faft frozen. The degree of cold, which 
frequently in Mofco is not inferior to that ac 
St. Peterfburg, and likewife reaches to 22 and 
more below the freezing pointy willj on a com-- 
parifon with the temperature in Englandi fhew 
an extraordinary difference : confequentiyi there 
muft be fome material reafons, occafioning fuch 
confiderable differences under the fame degree of 
▼0L« I* e latitude^ 
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latitude Confidcring thefe countries in this 
point of vie w^ they are to us what Germany and 
the countries lying above the 50th and 55th 
degree were to Italy, while they dill remained 
in an uncultivated ftatc. We may therefore 
partly afcribe this colder temperature to the 
great number of moraines, lakes, the extraor« 
dinarily large forefts and trafh of uncultivated 
land 3 and the rather, as it cannot be attributed 
to the high (Ituation or the mountains, which in 
this region are of no extraordinary height> and 
the generality of the country is a flat. As it is 
a well-known oUervation how much loofe heat 
is abibrbed by water when it goes off in vapour, 
of courfe thofe regions which conuiii fuch a 
quantity of water on their fur&ce muft be con* 
ftantly abforbing heat, which, by uniting with 
that etenotnt, is rendered infenfibte* The al« 
terations in the acmofpherical temperature that 
have been obier ved in our timci> by riie draining 
of nfK)rafles and the diminution of ibrefts^ like-- 
wife ibew, that thi^difierence oiay be attributable 
to the woods and fwamps that are flill famune* 
rous. As far as relates to the northern regions, 
it is very comprehenfible how the cold muft fy 
extremely i^re^Ue, as by the flattening of out 
earth, they ir^ the fame proportion are depri?>ed 
of Mgbt by tba ibuchern declination of the fun^ 

fo 
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to that, for inftanccj In Archangel in the i^ontb 
of December, when the days are at the (hortefti 
the fun remains above the horizon only 3 hours 
and 1% minutes, and on the contrary in the month 
of June is vidble 20 hours and 48 minutes, and 
the (till more northern countries muft be entirely 
deprived of it during the winter. The winds 
blowing from thefe regions are in this feafon of 
mi extraordinary drynefs i as no heat is let loofe^ 
fo there is no evaporation from ice or fnow | 
whereas, on the other hand, the quantity of heat 
that in fummer is fet free, tempered by the 
quantity of rain, ice, and fnow, laflly the water 
that goes off in vapour, donfines a (lill greater 
quandty of heat^ than was before neceflary to lir 
quefadion, whereby the fenfibility of the particles 
of heat muft confiderably declioe. 

The obfervatlons made by coupt Sternberg 
during feven months in St. Peterfburg will (hew 
the long duration of Che cold* The firft fnow 
•fell the ioth of September, and the furface of 
the earth was not feen again till the 25th of 
April. The dry ftate of the air, as appeared bf 
the hygrometer, was 95 drought* The height 
of the barometer evinced the low fituatlon of the 
country, jind the preffurc of the atmolphcre* 
According to the mean ftation of the barometer^ 
Peterfburg lay 137— i a lin. lower than Prague^ 
e a Th^ 
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The firftfroft 179 1 was the 14th of September, 
arid the 3d of May 1792 the lafts the interval, 
confcquendy, was 232 days; during 119 whereof 
it never ccafcd to freeze, and 25 on which it did 
not freeze at all, and 173 when the thermometer 
flood below the point of congelation ; 169 days 
the Iky was partly clouded, and 123 entirely 
overcaft. Fogs he reckoned 41, During 69 
days it fnowed, 112 days it rained, and 2 days 
hailed. Thefe obfervations relate to St. Peterf- 
burg ; and we may eafily conclude ^from them, 
that in fuch a climate but few days remain to the 
hufbandman for the culture of his field j and it is 
abfolutely impoflible, with fo few men and fuch 
poor implements, to lay out his ground properly 
in fo Abort a fpace of time. That as well in the 
higher regions as in thofe that are at a greater 
diftance from the fea, (till fewer days are capable 
of being employed in culture, is well known ; 
confcquendy ftill kfs can be performed, until 
the number 6f people be larger, the implements 
better, and they are in poffcflion of whatever 
can facilitate labour ; or the atmofpherical tem* 
perature be Toftcned by the gradual altel-ation of 
the furface ; namely, by grubbing up the vaft 
fofefts, and draining the fwamps and moraflcs, ' 



SECTION III. 
Of the Commerce of Rufjia. 

The whole of the great and intricate bufmcfs 
comprehended under this head, is naturally re^^ 
ducible to. the following branches : Export, im- 
port, and the exchange. We will briefly touch 
on each of them apart. 

It is hardly pofllblc to give a true ftatement 
of the value, quality, and nature of the exports, 
without entering into a dry detail of cuflom- 
houfe lifts. T|ie publicity given to thefc matters 
here faves a great deal of trouble to the col- 
Icftors of ftatiftical accounts, in their relations 
concerning this branch of national afl^airs. The 
following ftatements are the rcfult of a period 
of ten years, from 1780 to 1790. During that 
fpace were annually exported, 
2>655,Oj8 poods of iron 

19,528 - - faltpctre 
2,498,950 poods of hemp 

792,932 - - flax 
?>907>876 arfchines of napkins and linen 
214,704 pieces of fail-cloth and flcms 
106,763 poods of cordage 
167,432 - - hemp- oil and linfccd-oil 
c 3 ^^^,^^% 
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192,328 poods of linfecd 


52,645 - - 


tobacco 


129 - - 


rhubarb 


10^,136 - - 


wheat 


271/976 r - 


rye 


35^864 - - 


barley 


200,009 - - 


qats 


1456 mads 




^193*1^5 planks 




85,647 boards 




.7487 poods of rofin 


9729 - - 


pitch 


37*336 - ^ 


tar 


81,386 . - 


train-oil 


10,467 • - 


wax 


943,618 - - 


tallow and tallo w*candle$ 


31,7" - - 


potafhcs 


ss^e . - 


idnglafs 


8958 •• - 


caviar 


5635 - - 


horfc-hair 


69,722 horfc-tails 


29,110 poods ( 


of hog's bridles 


106,045 Ruflia 


mats 


292,016 goat-ikins 


144,876 poods of hides and fdc-kathcr 


621,327 piCCC5 < 


of peltry 


9982 ox-tongues 


73,350 ox-bones. 




This 
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This lift, which is complete to the exception 
of a few articles of inferior confcquence, con- 
tains, befides napkins, linen, fail-cloth, cordage* 
callow candles, pot-aflies, ifinglafs, caviar, pel* 
try, and leather, no wrought goods; and even 
fbme of thefe have only fuch a preparation as is 
neceffary for the tranfport and prefcrvation of 
the produft. The employment of the nation, 
confiderably as it has increafed fince the time of 
Peter the great, is ftill always more direfted to 
produftion than to manufacture. This is the 
natural progrefs of every human fociety advan- 
cing to civilization ; and RuISa will continue to 
confine iifelf to the. mere production and the 
commerce in produds, till the quantity of its 
population and employment be fu0icient to the 
manu&dluring of its raw materials. 

The buying up of the foregoing articles, and 
their conveyance from the midland, and partly 
from the remotcft regions of the empire, form 
an important branch of the internal commerce. 
The majority of thefe produfts are raired on the 
fertile (hores of the Volga; this ineftimablc 
river, which, in its courfe, connects the moft 
diftant provinces, is at the fame time the chan- 
nel of bufinefs and induftry* Wherever its water 
laves the rich and fruitful coafts, induftry and 
diligence have fixed their abode: its courfe 
c 4 marks 
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marks the progrcfs to internal civilization. But 
even from a diftance of from 5 to 6000 vcrfts, 
from the heart of Siberia^ rich in metalsj St. 
Peterlburg receives the (lores of its enormous 
magazines. The greater part of them> at lead the 
hardwares^ are brought hither from the eaftern- 
moft diftrifts of Siberia^ almoft entirely by 
water. The Sf lenga receives and transfers them 
to the BaiMj from which they proceed by the 
Angara to the Yenifey^ and pafs from that along 
the Obc into the Tobol ; from it they are tranf- 
ported over a traft of about 400 verfts by land 
to the Tchuflfovaiya, from this into the Kamma, 
and then into the Volga ; from which they go, 
through the fluices at Vifliney-Volotftiok, into 
the Volkhofj and out of that into the Ladoga 
lake 5 from which they laftly, after having com- 
pleted a journey through two quarters of the 
globcj arrive. in the Neva to the place of their 
deftination. This aftonifliing tranfport becomes 
ftill more interefting by the rcflecftion tha^ thefc 
products conveyed hither from the neighbour- 
hood bf the nortb-eaftern ocean, tarry here but 
a few weeks, in order then to fet put on a iecond, 
perhaps greater voyage; or after being unlhipped 
in diftant countries, return hither under an altered 
form, and, by a tedious and difficult navigation, 
come back to their native land. How many 

fcythcs 
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fcythcs of the fiberian .boors may have gone this 
circuitous courfc ! 

The number of the vcflcls which, according 
to a ten years* average, from 1774 to 1784, 
came by the Ladoga canal to St. Peterfburg, was 
a86i barks, 797 half barks, 508 one-maftcd 
veflcis, iiijchaloups — in all, 5339. Add to 
thefe 6739 ^^^^ ^^ balks. Sum total, 1 2,078. 

The prodigious value in money of thefe pro- 
du£ts is, by the want which RuITia has of wrought 
Commodities, and by the ever-increafing luxury, 
fo much leflfened, that the advantage on the balance 
is proportionably but very fmall. A lift of the ar* 
tides of trade with which St. Peterfburg annually 
furnifhes a part of the empire affords matter for 
the moft interefting economical commentary. 

The annual imports at St. Peterft)urg for tht 
ipace often years, from 1780 to 1790, were 

Silken ftuffs to the amount of 2,500,000 rubles. 

Woollen ftuffs, 1,000,000 rubles. 

Clothi 2,000,000 rubles. 

Cotton ftuffs, 534,000 rubles. 

Silk and cotton ftockings, 10,000 dozen pain 

Trinkets, 700,000 rubles. 

Watches, 2000. 

Hardware, 50,000 rubles. 

JLooking-glaflcs, 50,000 rubles. 

Englilb 
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Englifli ftonc-warc, 43,800 rubles* 

Englifli horfcs, 250* 

Coffee,^ 26,300 poods. 

Sugar, 372,000 poods. 

Tobacco, 5000 poods. 

Oranges and lemons, 101,500 rubles. 

Frefti fruit, 65,000 rubles. 

Herrings, 14,250 tons. 

Sweet oil, 20,000 rubles. 

Porter and englifli beer, 262,000 rubles. 

French ??randjr, 50,000 ankers. 

Champagne and Burgundy, 4000 pipes* 

Other wines, 250,000 hogflieads. 

Mineral water, 12,000 rubles. 

Paper of different forts, 42,750 rubles. 

Books, 50,150 rubles. 

Copper-plate engravings, 6o,aoo rubles. 

Alum, 25,500 poods. 

Indigo, 3830 poods. 

Kochcnillc, 1335 poods. 

Glafs and glafs wares, 64^000 rubles. 

Scythes, 325,000, &c. 

A very great part of thefe commodities re- 
main and are confumed in St. Peterlburg. The 
reft is conveyed by land-carriage to various parts 
of the empire, as to go up the navigable rivers 
againft the ftream would be tedious and expen* 

five. 
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five* The carts or fledges made ufc of in this 
conveyance are raoftly drawn by only one horfc, 
each having a driver ; who all together make up 
a caravan of from 25 to 100 carts : fometimes, 
on long joumies, there is but one driver to ever/ 
three carts. 

The ftatements of the exports and imports 
above given are taken from the cuftom-houfc 
regifters. In order to judge of the worth and 
validity of them, it is neceflary to obferve, that 
all vcffcls, on their arrival, undergo a ftrift exa- 
mination both at Cronftadt and at St. Pctcrf- 
burg, and are obliged to unload at the cuftom- 
lioufe. The proper officers examine the com- 
fnodities according to the ftatement of the mer* 
chants, who are obliged to particularize not only 
the nature of them, but, when the duty is to be 
paid ad valorem, muft alfo fix that value. If 
upon examination it appears, or affords caufe to 
fufpe£t, that the articles are rated below their 
proper value, the officer has a right to detain 
them, at the price thus fct upon them, with an 
additional allowance of 20 per cent, for the 
profit. This method, which is called under^ 
writings obliges the trader to mark thefe articles 
of importation at a value rather too high than 
too low: and tliis practice therefore ftamps a 

great 
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great authenticity on the cuftom-houfe \i{l$. 
Whether, however, no fraud can be pradlifcd 
in the (latement is a queftion, the folution whereof 
is only to be had from fuch as have the greateft 
intercft in denying it. For the reft, it is the 
general opinion that the prudent precautions arc 
no where in the whole empire fo good as at 
Peterfburg; and that confequently any frauds 
in the cuftoms are no where fo difficult. That 
this cannot be faidof all cuftom-houfe. officers is 
proved from the experience of late years, when 
thofe on the borders of Poland were difplaced. 
Yet thefc matters do not come properly qualified 
to the ftatiftic till fcveral years after, as the fafts 
are too recent for obtaining fure data and refults. 

It remains to be mentioned, that the import- 
ation of diamonds, books, inftruments, and the 
like, is duty-free j and that therefore thefe con- 
fidcrablc articles cither have no place in the 
entries, or are fct down at plcafurc. 

According to what has been ftcn, we are now 
enabled to ftate the value of the imports and 
exports, and the balance of the trade to St. Pe- 
terfburg. By the moft probable eftimation, on 
an average often years, from 1780 to 1790, the 
account is as follows :-— 

Exports 
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Exports 13,261,942 rubles. 
Imports 12,238,319 



Profit 1,023,623 rubles. 
In coined and un- 
coined gold and fil- 
ver, in the three laft 
years, were annually 
imported - - - 337,064 rubles. 



This, added to the 
foregoing, makes - 1,360,687 rubles. 

The amount of the whole commerce was 
therefore, in the faid period, from 1780 to 
1790, annually 25,837,325 rubles. 

The increaie of the commerce appears in a 
ftriking progreflion from the following ftate- 
ments :— 

IMPORTS. EXPORTS. 

1780. 8,600,000 rubles. 10,900,000 rubles. 
1785. 1 0,000,000 1 3,400,000 

1789. 15,300,000 18,700,000 

If we admit, upon the moft probable com- 
putation, that the whole commerce of the em- 
pire amounts .to about 50,000,000 of rubles, it 
will follow, that St. Pcceifburg has more 

than 
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than the half for its (hare. The next place in 
the commercial fcale, after the rc(idcnce*> is 
held by Riga ; the commerce of which colleft* 
ively may be eftimated at about 6jOOO>6oo« 
This proportion may ferve to (hew the rank 
on this fcale that may be allowed to the other 
trading towns that come after Riga. 

The commerce of St. Peterfburg is chiefly 
carried on by commi(]lon in the hands of fa£tors« 
This clafs of merchants, which confifts almoft 
entirely of foreigners, forms the moft refpeftable 
and confiderabk part of the perfons on the ex* 
change. In the year 1790, of the foreign counting 
houfcs, not belonging to the guilds, were eight 
i^nd twenty engli(h, feven german, two fwifs, four 
dani(h, feveraj pru(fian, fix dutch, four frenchi 
two portugucze, one fpani(h, and one Italian. 
Befidcs thefe, were twelve denominated burgh- 
ers, and of the firft guild 106, with 46 foreign 
merchants and 17 belonging to other towns, 
though (everal caufe themfelves to be enrolled 
in thefe guilds who are not properly merchants. 

In order to form an idea of the exchange and 
the courfe of trade, the following brief account 
will fuffice. The ruCBan merchants from the in- 

♦ SaSt. Peterfburg is ftyled, from being the ufual refidence 
of the later fovereigns. Mofco is the capital of Ruflia, da 
every reader knewt*- 

tcrior 
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tenor of the empire repair, at a fticed time, to 
St. Peterlburg, where they bargain with the 
faftors for the (ale of their commodities* This 
done, they enter into contrafts to deliver the 
goods according to the particulars therein fpe* 
cified> at which time they comnwnly receive the 
half o^ the whole of the purchafe-moncy, though 
the goods are not to be delivered till the folio w-» 
ing ^ng or fummcr by the barks then to' come 
down the Ladoga canal. The quality of the 
goods is then pronounced on by fwom brachrs 
or fbrters^; according to the kinds n^entioned in 
the contraft. The articles of importation are 
either difpofed of by ruflian merchants throu^ 
the refident faftors> or the latter deliver them 
for fale at foreigh markets s in both cafes the 
'RufiiaD, to whofe order they came, receives them 
on condition of paying (or them by inflalmenti 
of fix, twelve, and more months. The ruflian 
merchant, therefore, is paid for his exports 
beforehand, and buys fuch as are imported on 
•credit ; he rifks no damages by iea, and is ex« 
empted from the tedious tranfadlions of the 
cuftom-houfc, and of loading and unloading. . 

The clearance of the fhips, the tranfport oif 

the goods into the gpvernment warehou&s, the 

packing and unpacking, unloading and difpatciu- 

ing of them,— in a word, the whole of (he great 

6 buttle 
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launch out into an cxtcnfive trade, undertake^ 
podriads, contfads with the crown, deliveries of 
merchandize, &c. The numerous inftances of 
the rapid fuccefs of fuch people almoft exceed 
dcfcription^ By thefe methods, a rulTian mer- 
chant, named Sava Yacovlef, who died not 
many years ago, from a hawker of fifh about the 
ftreets became a capitalift of feveral millions. 
Many of thefe favourites of fortune are at firft 
vafTals, who obtain pafles from their landlords, 
and with thefe ftroll about the towns, in order to 
feek a better condition of Hie, as labourers, 
bricklayers, and carpenters, than they could 
hope to find at the plough-tail in the country. 
Some of them continue, after fortune has raifed 
them, and even with great riches, ftill flaves; 
paying their lord^ in proportion to their circum* 
ftances, an oirok or yearly tribute. Among the 
people of this clafs at Peterfburg are many who 
belong to count Sheremetof, the richeft private 
man in RuflTia, and pay him annually for their 
pafs a thoufand and more r^ibles. It often hap- 
pens that thefe merchants, when even in fplen- 
. did circumftances, dill retain their national ha- 
bit and cheir long beard ; and it is by no means 
rare to fee them driving along the ftreets of the 
refidence, in this drefs, in the moft elegant car- 
riages. From all this it is vsj:y remarkable, that 

extremely 
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extremely few ruffian houfcs have fucccedcd in 
getting the foreign commiftion trade ; a ftriking 
proof that there is Jomething befides induftry 
and parfimony requifite to mercantile credit^ in 
which the Ruffians muft hitherto have been defi« 
cient. 

All the ways of gaining a livelihooii among 
the working clafs have an intimate connedion. 
The raifing the produfts, their manufadlure, and 
the barter of them, are equally the capital of 
the nation, and the fource of its profperity and 
wealth. Among the manufactories the imperial 
eftablifliments are fo di(lingui(hable for the mag- 
nitude of their plan, and the richnels and excel* 
lence of their productions, that they may enter 
into competition with the moft celebrated infti* 
tutions of the fame kind in any other country. 
The tapeftry manufaftory, which weaves both 
hangings and carpeting, produces fuch excellenc 
work, that better is not to be feen from the 
Gobelines at Paris. The circumftance that at 
prefent only native Ruffians are employed, en« 
hances the value and the curiofity of the efta- 
bliihment. No where, perhaps, is the progreft 
of the nadon in civilifation more ftriking to the 
foreigner than in the fpacious and extenfive 
work-rooms of this manufactory. The porce- 
lain manufaC^ry ^likewife entertains, excepting 
D2 the 
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the modellers and arcani(ls> none but ruflian 
workmen^ amounting in all to the number of 
400j and produces ware that for tafte and fine* 
nefs of execudon approacl^es near to their bed 
patterns. The clay was formerly got from the 
Oural> but at prcfcnt from the Ukraine, and the 
quartz from the mountains of Olonetz. It iis 
carried on entirely at the expence of government, 
to which it annually cofts 1 53cxx> rubles in wages^ 
and takes orders. But the price of the porce- 
lain is high ; and the general prejudice is not in 
Ifavour of its durability. The faycnce manufac- 
tory has hitherto made only ineffcftual attempts 
to drive out the queen's ware of England 5 but 
the neat and elegant chamber-ftoves made there, 
give it the confequence of a very ufeful eftablifli- 
ment. Almoft all the new-built houfes are 
provided with the excellent work of this manu- 
faftorys and confiderable orders are executed 
for the provinces.— A bronze manufaftory, 
which was fet up for the ufc of the cofiftruflion 
of the Ilaak church, but works now for the court 
and private perfons, merits honourable mention, 
on account of the neatnefs and tafte of its. execu- 
tions.— More remarkable by the mechanifm of 
their conftniftion are the ftone-cutting works at 
Peterhof. All the inftrumcnts, faws, turning- 
lathes, cutting and poliihing engines, are worked 

by 
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by water under the floor of the building. 
Fifty workmen are here employed in working 
foreign, and efpecially ruflian forts of ftone into 
flabsj vafes, urns, boxes, columns, and other 
ornaments of various kinds and magnitudes.-— 
Many other imperial fabrics for the ufe of the 
army, the mint, &c. are carried on in various 
places i but the defcription of them would lead 
us beyond our limits. 

The number of private manufadories at pre- 
fent fubfifting in St. Peterfburg amounts to about 
100. The principal materials on which they 
are employed, fome on a larger and others on a 
fmaller fcale, are leather, paper, gold and filver, 
fugar, filk, tobacco, diffilled waters, wool^ 
glafs, clay, wax, cotton, and chintz. Leather^ 
as is well known, is among the mod important 
'of their manufaftures for the export trade; ac- 
cordingly here are i6 tan- works. The paper 
manufactories amount to the like number, for 
hangings and general ufe. Twelve gold and 
filver manufaftories fell threads, laces, edgings, 
fringes, epaulets, &c. Eight fugar-works. 
Seven for filk goods, gauze, cloths, hofc, and 
ftufl^s, and fcveral others. Here muft not be 
forgotten the great glafs- houfcs fet up by prince 
Potemkin, where all the various articles for ufe 
and ornament^ of that materialj^ are made; but 
D 3 particulariy 
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particularly that for looking-glaflcs, where thejr 
arc manufafturcd of fuch extraordinary magni- 
tude and beauty, as to exceed any thing of the 
kind produced by the famous giafs-houfes at 
Murano and Paris, Among many others which 
wc have not room to particularize, are no Icfs 
than five letter-founderies, one manufaftory for 
clocks and watches, &c« 

That in fo large and opulent a city, the refi- 
dence of a brilliant court, the neceffary and ufe- 
ful trades (hould find employment, may be 
eafily imagined ; but perhaps it is not generally 
known, that in a city of fo modern a date, that 
for the fupply of not only the moft neceflary, 
but alfo of the moft frivolous demands, for the 
Cmpleft not more than for the moft artificial con- 
veniehcies, for the moft curious as well as the 
moft ordinary luxuries, here are artifts and 
workftiops of all defcriptions. Allured by the 
numerous wants of a great city, and the profu- 
fion of a court, many thoufands of induftrious 
and ingenious foreigners have been induced to 
fettle here j by the continual influx of whom, and 
the communication of their talents, this refidence 
is become not only the feat of all ingenious trades, 
but likewifc a fource of induftry, which flows 
from hence in beneficial ftreams through all the 
adjacent provinces. No country has contributed 

in 
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ia fb great a degree to effeft this falutary^change 
^ Germany i all ufeful trades, and a great part 
of thofe for the accommodations of luxury, are 
carried on by Germans and Ruffians alone. Next 
to the Germany in this rcfpcdt come the Swedes; 
fome few French livp here in the capacity of 
reftaurateurs^ cooks, frifeurs, clock-makers, 
and fome others. Two or three breweries and 
fome handicrafts are profccuted with fuccefs by 
Engliflimen. Germans are difperfcd all over 
the empire : upwards of 20,000 families dwell 
in the Kriryvca and on the Ihores of the Volga 5 
in Mofco, Archangel, and fcvcral of the inland 
provinces, many, and. fome of them confidcrable 
families, have been domefticatcd from the be- 
ginning of this century and earlier. 

Of the trades which are followed almoft ex- 
jcluGvely by the Ruffians, are thofe of the brick- 
layer and carpenter. BeGdes the bricklayers and 
mafons that live conftantly at St. Peterfburg, 
above j6ooo of them come annually from the 
provinces to work during the fhort fummcr. 
Spacious and handfome buildings are ufually 
conftrufted after the plans of an architeft, of 
whom the court has fome of the firft eminence 
in its fervicc, and under the infpcdlion of a fur- 
veyor ; but all the reft is performed by ruffian 
))Wlders^ Thefe and the mafons are for the moil 

D i). pact 
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part boors, who employ their paflport in work- 
ing for the ufe and embellifhment of the city^ 
It is impoffible to refrain from being furprifed at 
the talent for imitation that forms the prominent 
feature in the charader of this nation, on feeing 
how quickly thefc clownifli people, deftitute of 
idl idea of art, attain to the utmoft dexterity and 
the niceft judgment in the execution of thcfe 
works. The plotnikiy or carpenters, are equally 
expert in the ufe of their axe, which, though fo 
limple in its conidrudtion, fupplies with them the 
place of the hammer, the plane, the faw, and 
the chifeK With this compendium of all tools 
they build houfes, make tables, chairs, carts-— 
in (hort, all the neceflaries of common life that 
can be made of wood. On account of their 
dexterity and the cheapnefs of their labour, they 
are employed in the conftruftion even of brick 
and ftonc houfes, for executing the coarfer car- 
pentry. 

The potteries and glazed tile works are all in 
the hands of Rufljans. Befides thefe, the Ruf- 
fians are the only butchers and gardeners. The 
latter produce every thing that can come up in 
their foil and climate. As the greateft advan- 
tage of this profefHon is to produce vegetables at 
extraordinary (eafons, the utmoft endeavours of 
thefe people are exerted to that end ; and 

perhaps 
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perhaps no where under the fame parallel are aU 
the vegetables of the kitchen-garden produced 
fo early as here. This trade is moftljr followed 
by boors from RoftoflF and the adjacent country^ 
who, after a few years ftay, return home widi 
confidcrable property, the fruit of their induftry* 
How profitable this profcflion muft be, from 
the prevailing luxury of the table, may be eafily 
conceived. — Prince Potemkin, during his laft 
fojourn in the rcfidence, dining one day with 
count Chernichef, an cxp^rimcntsi /elent/Mk^ 
(green- leller,) announced himfelf with five un- 
commonly fine cucumbers, which exadly at 
that time of the year were extremely rare, and 
of which the prince was known to be particularly 
fond. The houft-fteward took them of the 
man, and prefented them to his mailer, who was 
fitting at table wirii the prince. The cucumbers 
were devoured in a trice; and the count ordered 
100 rubles to be given to the green-feller, as a 
prefent for the agreeable furprife : but the latter, 
who had already learnt that his goods were irre- 
vocably gone, rejeftcd the prefent, and de- 
manded the payment of 500 rubles; till at length 
he was with great difficulty pcrfuaded to be con- 
tented with a fmaller fum. 

Thefc and a few other lefs important trades 
arc confined folcly to thq Ruffians. In all the 

rett 
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reft the Germans are as nunieroas> and often 
more fo than the Ruffians. This is principallf 
the cafe in all handicrafts that depend on fa(hiQn« 
as the prejudices here are greatly in favour of 
foreigners. Thus, for example, there are more 
german taylors than (hoemakers, in proportion to 
Ruffians. Among the former are many fub- 
ftantial and even wealthy perfons, who, befides 
their faoufc in town, have another in the country, 
keep an equipage, and whofe wives wear dia- 
monds. Nay, fevcral of them give weekly con- 
certs and routs, and on each of the family feftivals 
Ipend icx) or 150 rubles on the table. People 
of this fort rife above their trade i they bepom^ 
artifts i it is not fo much for the work as for the 
felhion that they are paid. One of thefe artifts 
in drefs, whofe good fortune and reputation have 
raifed him to opulence, now undertakes nothing 
more than the cutting out of the clothes, and 
then gives them to other taylors to few them 
together ; for this trouble, under the article 
pour la fafon^ he charges 25 rubles. Many of 
thcfe people too are not merely taylors, but be- 
long ta the clafs called in France marcbandsr 
tailleurs. Their greatcft profit is in buying 5 
they make advances, and give credit to people 
of rank, of whom they have frequently feveral 
thoufands of rubles to demand. 

BcGdcs 
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Bcfidcs the trades already mentioned, that of 
die ftnith is one of the moft profitable j as the 
matters can employ boors in the coarfe work, 
and who, on firft coming from the country, are 
to be had at very low wages. The generality 
of gcrman fmiths fuccecd very well, build them- 
felves good houfcs, and kave their children 
wherewith to begin the world. But in general, 
the german mechanic, all things confidered, 
lives no where fo well as here, as he can no 
where earn fo much with fo much eafc. The 
bufinefs of the matter confifts in looking after 
his workmen, in regulating the day's work, in 
taking of orders, and getting in his debts. At 
noon he fits down to a well-furniflied table, and 
the evening he pafics in one or other of the nu- 
merous clubs in various parts of the town. Far 
worfc feres it with the rufllan artifan. His work 
is in fome cafes (though certainly not in all, for 
the german matter has often only ruffian jour- 
neymen and apprentices) indeed not quite fo 
good; but the price of his workmanfliip is always 
far inferior to the value of his labour. In very 
many of the mechanical trades the Ruffians 
already perform fall that can reafonably be ex- 
pected ; and from this, and from the infolence of 
the german matters, their cuttomers increafe 
from year to year. 

Moft 
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Moft of the trades that relate to luxurle$ are 
here carried on to fuch an extent, and in {6 
great perfection, as to render it, at le^ft for the 
refidence, unneceffary to import thofe articles 
from abroad. The chief of thefe are works in 
the nobler metals. Here are 44 ruffian and 139 
foreign, confequendy in all 183 workers in goldj 
filver, and trinkets, as maimers; and befides them 
feveral gilders and filverersi— -a monftrous 
difproportion, when compared with thofe em- 
ployed in the ufeful and indifpenfable bufinefles. 
The pomp of the court, and the luicury of the 
rich and great, have rendered a ta(le in works of 
this kind fo common, and carried the art itfe^ 
to fuch a pitch, that the mod extraordinary pb- 
jcdls of it arc here to be met witb^ Sev^cra} of 
them are wrought in a fort of manufactory : in 
one fet of premifes are all the various workmen 
and (hops for completing the mofl: elegant 
devices, ornamental and ufeful, from the rough 
bullion. Even the embroiderers in gold and 
filver, though they are not formed into a com- 
pany, are yet pretty numerous. The works 
they produce are iiniflied in fb high a tafte^ that 
quantities of them arc fold in the fliops that deal 
in englifh or french goods, and to which they 
are not inferior. This bufinefs, which is a per- 
petual fource of profit to a great numbe/ of 

widows 
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iRTidows and young women of (lender incomes, 
forms a ftrong objcftion to the declamations 
againft luxury. Perhaps the remark is not unne- 
ccffary, that (ham laces and embroidery cannot 
here be ufed, even on the ftage. Next to thefc 
may be ranged the hoft of milleners, who arc 
moftly of french defcentj and here, as in Paris, 
together with their induftry are endowed with a 
variety of agreeable and profitable talents. Their 
numbers are daiTy increafing; and, furprifmg! 
the greater their multitude, the better they feem 
to thrive. Their work is neat, elegant, and 
modiih; but they certainly bear an enormous 
price : a marchande des modes ^ if ihe underftand 
her bufinefs, is furc to make a fortune. The 
generality of them, after completing this aim, 
return to their native country. 

The coachmaker's trade is likewife here in a 
flourilhing (late. The great concerns in which 
this bufinefs is carried on in all its parts, from 
the limplc fcrew to the fineft varni(h j the folid- 
ity and durability, the elegance and the tafte of 
the carriages they turn out, the multitude of 
people, and, in (hort, the large fums of money 
that are employed in them, which would other- 
wife be fent abroad for thcfc vehicles, render 
this bufinefs one of the moft confequential of 
the refidencc. In the judgoient of connoifTcurs^ 

and 
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and by the experience of fuch as ufe themi the 
carriages made here yield in nothing to thofe of 
Paris or London^ and in the making of varnifh 
the Ruffians have improved upon the Englilh ; 
only in point of durability the carriages are faid 
to fall Ihort of thole built by the famous work- 
men of the laft-mentioned nation -, and tlie want 
of dry timber is given as the caufe of this fail* 
ure. With all thefe advantages, and notwith- 
ftanding the vaft difference in price of thofe that 
come from abroad, which is !gready enhanced 
by the high duties, yet they are yearly imported 
to a great amount ; the blame of which pradice 
is generally laid by the Ruffians on the prejudices 
of the engli(h merchants, (who lead the falhions 
in moft inftances,) in favour of the carriages of 
their own<ountry. The Ruffians have fucceeded 
in appropriating the far greater part of this bud- 
ncfs to thcmfclves ; the fliape of their carriages 
is in the height of the mode, the varnifli is ex- 
cellent, and the outward appearance elegant and 
graceful i but for durability their reputation is 
ftill inferior to thofe even of the german work- 
men here. This cenfure applies to all the ruf- 
fian manufactures s their exterior is often not to 
be found fault with ; but they are deficient in the 
folidity, which fo much recommends the work 
of other countries. In excufe for the Ruffians, 
14 one 
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one thing ought not lo be forgot, that they have 
to contend wfth ^n obftacle that renders it im- 
poffiblc for them to employ fo much time, 
labour, and expence, on their work, as are nc- 
ceffary for bringing it to the utmoft intrinfic 
perfeftion ; and which, as long as it continues, 
will confine and impede the progrefs of national 
induftry. This obftacle is the general prejudice 
in favour of englifli commodities, which indeed 
is the cafe, more or lefs, in all countries $ but no 
where in fo high a degree, and with fuch exclu- 
five effefts, as here. The ruffian manufafturer, 
therefore, naturally ftrives to impofe his work 
on the cuftomer for foreign, and to prefs it upon 
him under foreign names : where this is not 
prafHcable, (as with the carriages in the Yaem- 
(koi, which every body knows to be ruffian^) he 
is forced to facrifice folidity to outward appear* 
ance, as he can only expedl to be paid for that. 
A chariot made by a german coachmaker is not 
to be had under 6 or 700 rubles •, whereas aruf* 
fian chariot canl>e bought for half the moneyj 
and it fometimes happens that the latter is even 
more lafting than the former. 

Joinery is pra6Vifed as well by the Ruffians as 
the Germans; but the cabinet-maker's art, in 
which the price of the ingenuity far exceeds the 
value of the materials, is at prefent folely con*- 

fined 
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fined to fonie foreigners, amongfl: whom the 
Germans diftinguifh thcmfclves to their honour. 
The arrifts of that nation occasionally execute 
mafter-pieces, made at intervals of Icifurc under 
the influence of genius and tafte^ and for which 
they find a ready fale in the refidence of a great 
and magniBcent court. Thus not long fince 
one of thefe made a cabinet^ which for invcn* 
tion, tafte^ and excellency of workmanCbip^ ex- 
ceeded every thing that had ever been feen in 
chat way. The price of this piece of art was 
7000 rubles ; and the artift declared, that with 
this (um he (hould not be paid for the years of 
application he had beftowed upon it. Another 
monument of german ingenuity is prefcrved 
in the academy of fdences^ in the itiodel of a 
bridge after a deflgn of the flatc-counlellor Von 
Gerhard. This bridge, the moCt magnificent 
work of the kind, if the poDibilrty of its con- 
ftruftion could be proved^ confifts of 1 1 arcbeSj 
a draw- bridge for letting veflels pafs^ diftin& 
taifed footways and landing-places, &c. The 
beauty of the model, and the excellency of its 
execution, leave every thing of the fort very far 
behind. The late emprefs rewarded the artificer 
with a prcfent of 4000 rubles, and he has ever 
fince been employed by the court.— Among the 
more capital undertakers of this clals are people 

who 
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who keep warehoufes of ready-made goods for 
&k I one in particular^ who has by him to the 
aniouRt of many thoufand rubles^ in inlaid or par** 
qtktt^d floors of all kinds of wood^ patterns^ and 
eolours> that only require to be put togethefj 
which may be done in a few days. Another 
confines himfelf to the making of coffins^ of 
which he keeps a ^rcat quantity, of every form 
aAd fizcj and at all prices. Several of thefe 
dealers on a large fcale have neither fhop nor 
tools, nor journeymen, but engage only in po« 
dridds i for eitample, to execute all the timber 
and wo6d-work in a new-built houfe, and then 
taki on the neceflary workmen, over whom 
they a& as furveyors.— Before we difmifs this 
fnt^eAj a man and Ihs work muft be mentioned^ 
who does honour to his country, Germany i and 
id his line has exedlled afny thing that the mod 
refki^d induftry of jplngknd and France has ev6r 
pi^odnced. The name of this man is Roentgen ; 
be is a native bf Neuwicd, and belongs to the 
fed of Moravian brethren. He has lived many 
years, at feveral times, in St. Petcrlburg, and 
hiA embeUifhed and enriched the palaces of the 
eiUprels and the gre^t perfonages of the court 
with the aftenifhmg produ6bions of his art. In 
^ imperial hermitage are a great many pieces 
of feriiiturej oabinetv^ clocksy and otiier works, 
VOL. I. £ of 
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of his invention and execution. They are com* 
pofed of the greateft variety of woodsj to which 
the artiftj by a certain preparation^ has given a 
peculiar hardnefs and durability; and which, by 
the mod laborious and extraordinary mode of 
polifhing, have received a glofs which needs no 
rubbing for its prefcrvation. The workmanlhip 
of thefe pieces is not lefs wonderful than their 
invention ; not a joint is vifible s all is fitted {o 
exactly together as though it were molten at one 
cad : fome arc inlaid with bronze- work of the 
moft beautiful and diverliBed gilding; others 
With bas-reliefs, gcnis, and antiques. But the 
mod: fuperlative produ£tion of this ardft is a 
bureau or wridng-deik, which the emprefs pre- 
fented to the mufeum of the academy of fciences 
about eight years ago. Here the genius of the 
inventor has lavifhed its riches and its fertility in 
the greateft variety of compofitions : all feema 
the work of enchantment. On opening this 
amazing deik, in front appears a beautiful group 
of bas-reliefs in bronze fuperbly gilt ; which, by 
the flighteft prelTure on a fpring, vanifhes away^ 
giving place to a magnificent writing-flat inlaid 
with gems. The fpace above this flat is devoted 
to the keeping of valuable papers or money. 
The bold hand that fliould dare to invade this 
ipot would immediately be its own betrayer: 

fofi 
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foFj at the lead touch of the table-partj the moft 
charming drains of foft and plaintive mufic in« 
ftantly begin to play upon the ear ; the organ 
from whence it proceeds occupying the lower 
part of the deik behind. Several fmall drawers 
for holding the materials for writings &c. like« 
wife ftart forward by the prcffure of their fprings, 
and (hut again as quickly, without leaving be- 
hind a trace of their exigence. If one would 
change the table-part of the bureau into a read« 
ing-defk, from the upper part a board fprings 
forward^ from which, with incredible velocity, 
all the parts of a commodious and well-contrived 
rieading-deik expand, and take their proper 
places. But the mecbanifm of this performance 
of art, as well as its outward ornaments, fhould 
be ieen, as nothing can be more difficult to de« 
fcribe. The inventor offered this rare and afto- 
nilhing .piece to the emprefs Catharine 11. for 
20,000 rubles ; but flie generoufly thought that 
this fum would be barely fufficient to pay for 
the^ workman(hip : flie therefore recompenled 
his talent with a farther prefent of 5000 rubles. 

Several other branches of trade and commerce 
might be menrioned ; but thefe may fuffice for 
the information of the readers of the prefent 
work, efpecially as in this part of it we muft 
fiecfcfTarily confult brevity. 

z 2 For 
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For ^ant, howcvef, of a, true ft^Wttteitt bf 
weights, meafbres, and c!oiii3, Headers jtiftly 
COtnplain of diffieuhics in cdnlprehemling the 
^dtltdrs whd treat Of fotcign cdurttrics r We WrB 
Aerefofe corrclude dur Pfelirhin^ies wiflt the 
hiceflkry in&rmatiort on thofe fet^dfts ^itf^ 
regard to Rtrifla. 

Thtbljgitoat the whole ruffian W(Wr*rchy, thetf 
ChrOrtotogy is kept by the juUari calendaf with- 
the old ftyfe. Accordingly, afe b *reR knowtt, 
fhey arc i 1 chys behind tis> wMch, Irt ictttJrt aiid 
Other writings rti^t p^fs in cOfWfjiOrfdtnce With* 
foreigners,* is gitiirdXtf noticed. 

MeAfures and weights ard fixed by the geViettr* 
xnent, and ire completely the iannie all over thtf 
empire, though Ibnie provinces have theif dWn 
denominations for certain merfures and WdghtS. 
Biit they are all under the cognizance df tfA' 
police and the town-m*giftrate, who ftaihptflftttt, 
and decide all dilputes about theifi. 

LcfNO Measure.— The ruffiai foot i^ tf*iftly 
the iaihe with the englith, which was adopted hy 
Peter the great for the fleet, and is now becdiiltf 
the ftandard for the whole empire, tt is divided 
into 12 inches 5 evi^xy incfh iiito lo lines, alhd 
every Anc into lo fcruples. 

The rulliah yar& is cafled af flfiine. It is in 

length 28 cnglilh, or 26} french inches. Tt iS 

^14 divided 
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dividsd into i6 vcrftioks, each of which is there- 
fore i^ englifh inche8-»i^93J arihine^ nuikc lOO 
ells of Berlin — gy\ arftiinc^ make loo elU of 
Amfterdam — 8o|^ arfhines make iQO clU of 
Hatnbgrgh, &c. At Riga they foipe tiroes 
fncjtfurc by the cU, formerly in common ufc 
there, whereof loo make only 774. ar(bines. 

The ruffian fathom (&jenc) is 7 englifli feet 
or 3 arfhines ; the englifh and the dutch are np 
more than 6 feet. A german fathom contains 
6 rhcnifli feet. A frejich toife is 6 frcnch 
feet. A freybcrg lachtcr is 6 feet 3 inches loj 
lines. df 

A ruffian vcrft is the length of 500 fathoms 
(fajene), which are equal to 3500 englifli feet. 
A geographical mile contains 6 verfts 475 &*- 
jencs ^qd yi arlhines; and a gieographical de- 
gree 104 J verfts, pr exaftly fpeaking^ 104 
V€rft$> I3i4.1ajenes, and7-iVverfboks. An eng- 
lifh land mile is 2 verfts and 86 fajenes; an 
englifh fea mile i verft 2^^ fajencs and 2| 
arfhipes; a french league 4 verfls 84 fajenes; a 
fwedifh mile 10 verfts and 17 fajenes. 

Sup£|i7iciAL Measure.— Superficies are 
always reckoned by fquare verfls^ defaettines, 
gnd fquare fajenes^ but mofl commonly by de- 
facttines. A defaettine is 80 fajenes or 560 
engHfh feet long, and 30 fajenes or 210 feet 
E 3 , broad. 
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A lof in Riga cprnprifes 3285 french cubic 
inches^ equal to 27 cans. It is thcrefQre fbmcT 
what gbpve | of^ tchctvert^ to which it is com* 
monly reckoned equal. 

A laft in Re val holds 24 reval tonns, in I^iga 
fl4 riga tonns^ or 48 lofs of .rye, but of barley 
only 45 lof. 

LioyiD M£ASURE.--*A tcharka isthe elcventif 
pare of a kruflika or ofmin. 

A krufhka or ofmin contains f of a vedro. 

A tchetvert is | of a yedro, or 2 krufliki. 

A vedro contains a fpace of 610 french cubic 
inches^ and is equal to 5 riga cans or 10 riga 
' ftoffs. 

A botfhka (cafk) holds 4 vedro. 

A ftoff in Reval is 60, m Riga 61 french^ 
cubic inches. 

A &is in Riga holds 12 ruffian vedro or 120 
riga ftofis. 

Nineteen vedro snake 1 faogfhead or 6 ankers } 
57 vedro amount to 152 engKfh gaHons, one of 
which contains 233 french cubic inches. 

Weights.-— The leaft ruffian weight is a 
fo!otnik> weighing 68^ buC| according to the 
ruffian pharmacopoeia^ 70 medicinal grains. In 
the common courfe of trade the iblotnik is di- 
vided into I, J, and |j btit the affiiyers, jew- 
ellers. 
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ellersj and goMfcnftths, divMie it into 96 p^rts^ 
and call each a ^4^r/ ; a iliaoAppd^ £or e^gmplej 
weighs afl, &c. 

A ruffian lote weighs 3 Iblptniks. 

A pound contains 32 |o(e or 96 foiotniksj 
which make 851a apothecary grains, or 7452 
dutch aflc. Five-and-forty ruffian pounds arc 
38 hamburgh pounds. The parts of a pound arc 
ufually named by folotniksj what, for inftancc, 
weighs 7 lote, is &id to weigh 2 1 folotniks. 

An oka in Tavrida is 3 ruffian pounds. 

A dvpinik is 2, a troinik j, a paeterik 5, and 
a dcfxterik 10 pounds, or a quarter of a pood. 

A polupood, or half a pood, weighs 20, and 
a whole pood 40 ruffian pounds, or 3840 folot- 
niks, which, according to riga weight, make 
384., to reval weight 38, to nurenburg weight 
35 pound and 2i lote. A pood is 36 englilh 
pounds. "* 

A bcrko vetch is ip pood or 400 ruffian 
poupds.% A hundred pounds of the weight of 
Amftcrdam are, according to that of Ruffia, 
12044 pounds. 

100 pounds of Berlin arc here 1 147% pounds* 

100 pounds of Hamburgh are here 124^7 
pounds. 

100 pounds of Sweden weigh 103I4 ruffian 
pounds. 

The 
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The weight of hay is in many places reckoned 
by grifta and parms : a grifta is half a pood or 
20 pounds; a parm is 480 grifta or 240 poods. 

Coin. Gold. 

Silver, 



Copper. 



Imperial • • • 


10: 


rubles 


Half-imperial • « 


5 




RuUc . . • 


100 


copecks 


Half-ruble - * 


SO 




Quarter- ruble « - 


2J 




Twenty-copeek piece 20 




Fifteen- copeck-piece 15 




Gricvnik - - - 


10 




Five copeck piece * 


5 




Pctaki (5-cop. piece) 


5 




Grofch - - - 


2 




Copeek ... 


I 

1 




A^cnUlflKa . • - 

Polu(hka ... 


i 





•^1^* It is ncccflary to mention that the rela- 
tional value of the ruble to the money of other 
countries varies with the courfe of exchange -, it 
will be> however, generally adequate to all hifto- 
rical purpofes if the reader reckons the ruble at 
four (hillings. Dividing by five will then give 
him the fums Ipecified in pounds fterling. This 
may ferve for the period of this hiftory : but at 
prefent, 1798, the ruble is worth no more than 
two fhillings. 
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EMPRESS CArHARINE II. 



CHAP. I. 



Events previous to the Revolution in the Tear 
l^62.^^Birtb and early Tears of the Emprefs. 
•^Marriage with the Grand Duke Peter Fedo* 
rovitcb.^^^ranJhSlions till the Death of Eliza-- 
teth. 

IT is now fcarccly poffiblc for any great events 
to efcape the pen of hiftory ; and thofc which it 
feems to record with moft delight are the fan- 
guinary cataftrophes that fhake empires to their 
bafe, or caufe the reins of government to pals 
from one hand to another. Vain then would be 
the attempt to conceal or difguife the caufes of 
that revolution which, in 1762, brought the 

throne 
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throne of Ruflia under another fbvcrcign. 
Many will, doubtlefs, be the writers who will 
endeavour to unveil them ; and therefore it is 
of confequence that pofterity fhould faithfully be 
made acquainted with that tranfaAion. 

In ord^r to form a true judgment of the cha- 
rafler of Peter III. o( his failings and misfor- 
tunes, we mud firft call an eye over the reign of 
Elizabeth, to difcover the intrigues that were 
formed againft her nephew by the ambitious and 
faithlefs courtiers of that princefs. 

Elizabeth Petrovna was the daughter of Peter 
the great and the firft Catharine ; who, notwith* 
ftanding her great power, vfis obliged, at her 
death, to lealve the throne to the yovi^ Peter II.* 
fott of the unfortunate t^arbvitch Akxiis, deca* 
pkated by order of his father. 

Peter II. reigned only three years, and was 
followed t by the emprcfs Anne, daughter of the 
tzar Ivan, elder brother of Peter the firft. 

To Anne, in 1740 J, fticceeded Ivaa IIL ^ 
her nephew, being yet in his cradle ; and who> 
by a coRfpiracy headed by a german furgeon 
of french extradton, named Leftoc, was de*. 
tbrOlked, thirteen months afterwards §i> for the 

* May 16, 1727. t February i, 1730. 

i The 28th of oA>ber. § December 7', 1741. 

purpofc 
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^purpofe of raifing Elizabeth to the fovereign 
power*. 

Elizabeth, it is faid, bore a likenefs to the 
handfome Catharine, her mother, and even 
tranfccndcd her in beauty. She was of an ad* 
vantageoqs height, and of a figure remarkably 
wellproportipnedj and though her features were 
rather large, her countenance difplayed an iqex* 
preflible fweetnefs, which (he increafcd ftill fur- 
ther by the charms of a converfation, often gay, 
smd almofl: always flattering. But if ihe equalled 
her mother in thofe advantages which render the 
iociety of a woman fo agreeable; iffhe furpafied 
her in the immoderate love of pleafure j (he was 
very far from poflefling, like her, that ftrength 
of mind which gives to them to whofe (hare it 
fells, the irrefiftible afcTendant over all that fur- 

* Leftoc became, in his turn, the vidim of a cabal that 
vns formed againfl him. The chancellor BeftuchefF, and 
Sevcnl other courtiers, accufed him to the ^mprefs Eliza- 
^ betfa of holding a dangerous correfpondence with the am- 
ballador of Pruflia ; and the deluded princefs facrificed to 
their animofity the man to whom fhe owed her crown. 
Leiloc was deprived of all his property, and exiled to a mi« 
fcrable village in the province of Archangel, where he was 
ab^doned to the extremeft indigence. Peter III. recalled 
him ; but a part of his property was loft, which he did not 
regret, any more than the court, where he ceafed to appear, 
as he was now apprifcd of its dangers. He died at Peterf- 
)>urgini767. 

vojL, I. F ' round 
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that attended the imperial court. He goveriKrd 
at once the emprefs, her favoufite, and the mi- 
nifters of ftatej he in a manner dtrefted the 
aflPairs of the empireboth at home and- abroad^ 

Count Ivan Ivanovitch Shovaloffwas aIfoon« 
of the favourites of . Elizabeth ; but he naade na 
other ufe of his infhience than as a means of aug- 
menting his weafth, which was already* enor* 
mous; leafring the arts of intrigue to bis coofin 
Peter Ivanovitch Shuvakff*. SkiMcd in the 
ways of flattery, Ivan Shisvaloff made bumanuy 
and glory the chief fubjefts of his difcoupfe with 
the emprefs* He eworcedfrom her, by^ vartans 
means, prefents of tmmcnfe vakie, and iaipired 
her with the dcfirc of caufing the hiftory of 
Ruflia to be compofcd ; a defirc which he was 
artful enough likewifc to turn to his advantage^ 
by actrading to himrfelf the praifes of Volcaire. 

In the mean time, Elizabeth, being deter- 
mined to deprive the family of Anna Ivanovna 

■» ■ " ' i i IP* ■ « >■<■■ ■ ■*■■■■ ■ ■ »■ m, ■ ■ I ■ w wi 

change it* •* If your xnajcfty doct not appr^Te of my 
namc,"^ {aid the lieutenant,. **^ I bcfire^h jou to. alter it to 
your own xtiind." " Well then/* re^irned the tzaxi, « let 
k be Beftucheff, and thou art a Rui&aa at oace/* 

* Pleter Ivanoyitch Shuvaloff had conocived t&eli^t^»i[ 
£nzing the throne to the pM^dice of tiie grand d«b;ei b^ 
l(htt preje6l appeared fe extretagant,. that JQi%2ibettkhffile)£ 
•oIjiiiadc&afitlkjieaforlattg^teB. ^, • 

of 
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cf all hope of rc-afcending the throne, in the 
year 1742 nominated for her fucceflbr Charles 
Peter Ulric, fon of the duke of Holftein Got- 
torpy by Anne daughter of Peter ;he great, 
TbiB young prince might by his bjrth havt^ 
iboner preferred his claim to the imperiai 
crown; but the law enafted by Ptter I. coa«» 
cerning the freedom of choice in naming a fuc-» 
ccfbr\ and fcveral revolutions, had been againft 

* Peter L pufhing defpotifm to its utmofi extremity, hail 
made a law, which authorised tile fovereign to deiignate fot 
liirfuccefibr whom he would. This law was eaitly eluded in 
a eotmry wh»re tht txlAing monarch opngders what hai 
lieen enaSf^edby his predecefKars as obligatory only w.hen it ia 
his kitereft to do fb, where the conftitution and the form of 
government have no fecurities. However, the law was 
made and adopted ; and it was not for the legifiator to be 
the firft t(^ infringe it. Peter died without ddignating bib 
Ibccefibr, without even knowing who fliouid fill his throne* 
That monarch put his fon to death, that his fceptre might 
not fall into hands which he thought not able to wield it ; 
thus ftifling the fentiments of paternal affe^ion from attach- 
tfient to the empire he had formed. Though apprehenfive 
that his painful and glorious labours would not be continuedt 
that prince, inftead of naming his fucceflbr, and thereby 
dedaring to his people him on whom he founded his hopes, 
died without forefeeiog the troubles, the incalculable mif- 
Fortunes, fuch a negleft might produce. What an erroY iti 
>i fegiflator ! what inconMency in the conduCl of Peter! So 
iftme it is, that the greatdt man is fometfmes guilty of faults 
^Wok an oiHiiaary pcrf^^n would have avoided. 

F 3 him« 
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him. On the death of Peter, in 17 125, his wi- 
dow Catharine I. got pofleflion of the throne, 
more by the boldnefs of Mentchicoff, than in 
confequence of her hulband's wilL After her 
death, which Jiappened in 1727, the defcendants 
of Peter recovered the fucceffion. His grand- 
fon, the fon of the unfortunate Alexey Pctro- 
vitch, inherited the throne, which had been be- 
queathed him by his ftep-grandmother ; but 
with this condition, that in cafe he fhould die 
without an heir, then her children by Peter 
the great fhould fuccecd. By the premature 
death of Peter II. in 1730, the male line of the 
ruflian tzars of the houfe of Romanof became 
ciLtina ; the female fucceedcd of courfe. But, 
during the laft reign, a council of its own erec- 
tion, affuming the ftyle of the high privy coun- 
cil, and taking upon icfelf the defpotic deciGon 
'iB all matters of ftate; in order to fecure its au- 
thority, found it neccflary to circumfcribe that 
of the princes. This council juftly imagined, 
that the family of Peter the great would never 
fubmit to any binding capitulation, >and arbitra- 
rily paflcd by his daughters. Anna Petrovna, 
the eldeft, already deceafed in 1728, was the 
mothei- of Charles Peter Ulric, duke of Hol- 
ilcin Gottorp, who, therefore, for this time, loft 
the fucceflion. The fccond daughter, Elizabeth, 
' ' ' was 
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was Hkcwifc paffcd ovcrj and the views of the 
nation were turned to the female pofterity of the 
emperor Ivan Alexieyvitch. But that elder 
brother of Peter the great, and for a time, his 
partner in the empire, had voluntarily relin* 
quilhed the government, and left it to the latter 
alone : accordingly the offspring of the latter 
fhould of right fuccced to the fovereigns their 
progenitqrs, even if no regard were to be paid 
to the teftament of Catharine. But in refpeft 
to the family of Ivan, the council now purfucd a 
like arbitrary conduit, by excluding the eldcft 
daughter Catharina and her pofterity from the 
throne, becaufe they dreaded the impetuous tem- 
per of her hufband, Charles Leopold, duke of 
Mecklenburg. The fccond daughter Anna 
Ivanovna became emprefs in 1730, under a very 
limiting capitulation, which in a fortnight after- 
wards Ihc tore in pieces. The pofterity of 
Peter was farther and farther removed from the 
fuccefCon. Anna named her nephew, the infant 
fon of her elder fifter Cacharina, who in the 
mean time died, to be her fuccefTor : and this 
child was called to be emperor, under a regency, 
upon her death in 1740. Three weeks after, a 
revolution difplaced the guardian Biron, duke of 
Courland j and from that event a year had fcarce 
dapfed when a fecond revolution depofed the 
F 4 infant 
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infant emperor, the regent-mother, and the 
whole family. Elizabetli Petroyna was raifed 
to thjc throne in December 1741, who imme- 
diately, as was before obferved, called Peter, 
the only fon of her deceafed elder fifter Anna, in 
order to nominate him grand duke, and heir to 
the imperial throne. — Thus then, thotigh late, 
the fucceflion was recovered by the rightful 
heirs, according to the law of primogeniture 
obferved in all the reft of Europe, And now, 
according to the cuftom introduced univerfally 
in modern times among fovercignsjthe next grand 
concern was to unite the heir apparent in mar- 
riage with fome european princcfs, as hitherto 
the tzars and emrcrors of the family of Romanof 
had taken their wives from the daughters of the 
ruffian magnates. 

Peter had been already duke of Gottorp fincc 
the year 1739, on the death of Charles Frederic 
his father. In December 1741, Elizabeth re- 
called him to the ruffian empire, whith he had 
quitted when a child ; he arrived at St. Petcrf- 
burg in February of the following year, and in 
Kjarch accompanied his aunt to her coronation 
at Mofco. Queen Ulric Eleonora, the fifter of 
Charles XII. who brought her huft^and Frederic 
of Heflc-Caffcl to the throne of iSweden, having 
lately died, the cftatcs of that kingdom were con- 

fulting 
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fulting on the nomination of a prince who fhould 
hereafter be their king. The i6ch of Novem- 
ber they fixed their choice on the nephew of the 
deceafed queen, the duke of Gottorp, of which 
they fent him notice by a folemn embaffys but 
precifclytwo days after his eleftion in Stocks 
holm, in Mofco he was declared heir to the 
f uflian throne. 

Peter now, on the i8th of November 1742, 
in die chapel of the imperial palace, being 14 
years of age, having publicly adopted the greek 
religion, and received at his confirmation the 
name of Peter Feodorovitch *, y/SLS folemnly 
proclaimed grand duke, with the title of Imperial 
Highnefs, and declared fucccflbr to the throne; 
at the end of which ceremony all pre;fent took 
the oath to maintain his fuccefllon. 

In the year 1743, when he had attained his 
J 6th year, the cmprefs refolved to provide him 

* The ruffian nobility always add to their own chriftian 
name the chriftian name of tbeir father, with the termina* 
tion ovitcb or rottchy which denotes the fon, as evna or evnu 
implies the daughter. By this means foreigners, on coming 
into this country, drop the name they have hitherto borne, 
and are known by another. Thus a Mr. John Jennings, if 
his father's name were John, on his arrival here is Ivan 
Ivanovitch, and his lifter Anne will be Anna Ivanovna.— 
Theodore, in ruffian orthography, is Feodor, and is alfo 
adopted {or Frederic. 

a Ipoufc. 
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a fpoufc. Elizabeth and the great Frederic of 
Prullia were dill upon amicable terms. They, 
took up the affairs of Sweden -, and the emprefs 
firft made the propofal, in 1744, to marry the 
new heir-apparent with Louifa Ulrica, the king 
of Pruffia's fiftcr. For, it is faid in the contem- 
porary accounts, that Elizabeth propofed to the 
king a connexion between his youngeft fifter, 
Anna Amelia*, and her nephew. But Frederic, 
who was not fond of the changes of religion re- 
quired in this country on fuch occaGons, declined 
the offer i the acceptance of which might per- 
haps have occafioned him one formidable foe the 
lefs in the feven years war. In his turn he 
amicably propofed the princcfs Sophia of Zerbft, 
as a relation of the* grand duke f j and this pro- 
pofal met her full approbation. The important 
events of the lafl fifty years it was certainly im- 
poffible for any one to forefee j yet Frederic was 
too wife to turn his thoughts on any princcfs but 
one whom he knew to be worthy of fo mighty 
an empire. He therefore prepared for Catharine 
the way to the ruffian throne j and to be intro- 
duced to fortune by fuch a judge of talents, made 
her fucccfs more honourable. 

♦ She died abbefii of Qucdlinburg in 1787. 
t Their grandfathers were brothcn. 

The 
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The father of Sophia Augufta Frcderica was 
Chriftian Auguftus, prince of Anhalt-Zcrbft- 
Domburg, at that time major-general in the 
pruflian fervice, commander in chief of the regi- 
ments of in&ntry, and governor of the town and 
fortrefs of Stettin. Her mother, a woman of 
parts and beauty, a friend and correfpondent of 
Frederic prince royal of Pruffia, of about the 
fame age with herfelf> was born princefs of Hol- 
ftein, and therefore nearly related to the three 
great families of the north. — On the death of 
John Auguftus, reigning prince of Zerbft, the 
7th of November 1742, without iflue, he was 
fucceeded by his two coufins conjointly in the 
government, John Lewis and Chriftian Au- 
guftus. The eldeft of thefe brothers died, un- 
married, the 5th of November 1746; the now 
fole prince Auguftus furvived him not long, only 
to the i6th of March 1747, when he died a 
general feldt-marfhal in the pruflian fervice, and 
governor of Stettin. Bcfide his daughter, he 
left behind him only one fon, who had not yet 
completed his 13th year. The dowager prin- 
cefs was called to the regency, and governed ia 
his name till July 31, 1752, when the young 
prince, on being declared of age by the emperor, 
took the government upon him. The mother, 
as in fimilar cafes had often been done by the 

princes 
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princes of Germany, retired to Paris, where (he 
died the cioth of May 1760. The Ibn Frederic 
Auguftus bore no rcfemblance, either in mind 
or difpofitions, to his illuftrious fitter. He died 
in 1793, in foreign parts, where he had latterly 
lived, lamented by none.^ He had been twice 
raaffied, but was always childlcfs : the branch 
Zcrbft of the houfc of Anhalt became txzinSt 
with him. 

Th<? princefs Sophia, of whom we are now to 
fpeak, and wht>m fortune early called to a<ft a 
part upon a higher ttage than that of Zcrbft, was 
born at Stettin the 2d of May 1729*5 confc- 

qucntJy 

* Thig year, 1729, given in all the almanacs and genea- 
logical tables, 18 now, and was even during the life of the 
emprefs, called in quefUon. Some affirm her to have been 
older by two years ; though the marriage of her parents 
was only confummated a year and a half before. It is pre- 
tended that fhe was afterwards dated to be younger, pro- 
bably from a piece of gallantry by no means unufual to- 
wards ladies ; or, according to another phrafeology which 
We meet in the Monfteur, (which abruptly pronounces the 
year of her birth uncertain,) that (he might appear younger 
than her hufband, which is even prohibited by the canons of 
the greek church. But her hufband, as we learn from the 
family pedigree, was her elder by a year and a quarter. 
Others, on the contrary, declare her to be younger ; and 
that, on her tranfition to the greek chmxrh, it wis obje6led 
to her, that fiie was not, by fev«ral years, c&mpttciit to this 

religious' 
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qucntly four years after the death of Peter the 
great, and two years after that of the firft Ca- 
tharine, and in the territory of Frederic, with 
whom fljc afterwards (hared the renown of the 
prcfcnt century. Her mother took the care of 
her education on herfclf. Burghers are dill 
living in Stettin, who remember in their child- 
hood to have played with the princefs; for flic 
was brought up in the fimplcft manner, and was 
called by her parents, in the common diminu- 
tive of her name, Ficke. Good- humour, injcel- 
ligence, and fpirit were even then the ftriking 
features of her charafter. Whatever was the 



religious aA. — Her age at that time was fifteen years and 
two months. 

The whole of this report, which has been for enough 
Cpread to deferve a refutation, is entirely unfounded. As a 
proof, we will only refer to a little book, which, though 9f 
hfelf infignificant, yet on this occaiion, in regard to the 
time, and as there is no reafon to fufpe£l it of incorredlBefs, 
mttft be held valid; — the Berlin Calendar of the year 1731. 
(It. is well known that a calendar is printed in the year be<« 
fore that for which it is to ferve; and its accounts are thercp 
foK of the fecond year previous to that of the date it bears 
on its title-page.) In this we read the following article: 

** Illuftrious births from 1 Jan. toult. December 1729. 

^ Soph. Aug. Friederika, daughter of the prince of 
•*• Arfihalt-Zerbft, gen* major i^ the fervice of the king of 
** JPrvffia^ and cpmrpaod* fit Siem'p« ijn^ ad of M»j**' 



play. 
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play, flic always took upon hcrfclf the principal 
part> and made her little companions knovsr 
theirs, fometimes with the full emphafis of 
command. A lady of quality, who frequently 
few her, defcribes her in the following manner : 
•^ Her deportment from her earlieft years was 
•' always remarkably good ; (he grew uncom- 
" monly handfome, and was a great girl for her 
•« years. Her countenance, without being beau- 
«' tiful, was very agreeable : to which the pecu- 
" liar gaiety and friendlinefs which (he ever dif- 
•' played gave additional charms^ Her educa- 
" tion was condufted by her mother alone, who 
" kept her ftriftly, and never fuffered her to 
** fhew the lead fymptoms of pride, to which 
** (he had fome propenfity ; accuftoming her, 
•* from her earlieft infancy, to falute the ladies 
*' of diftindlion, who came to vi(it the princeft, 
«' with the marks of refpedt that became a child; 
*♦ an honour which my mother on all fuch occa- 
** fions enjoyed, and which (he was obliged never 
•' to omit, by the exprcfs command of the 
*' princcfs." 

Thcfc days, which Sophia paflfed in eafy (c- 
clufion, were always recoUcfted by Catharine 
with pleafure. While arbitrary fovereign of 
the ruffian empire, (he ftill retained fenttments 
©f afFcftion for the place of her birth, and Ibr 
8 fcveral 
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fc vcral perfons of her former acquaintance. She 
annually fcnt to the magiftrate of Stettin the 
medals (he caufcd to be ftruck in commemo- 
ration of the events of her reign, as well in gold 
as in Giver. Shortly after her coming to the 
crown, (he fent to the focicty of markfmen of 
the town a prefent of looo ducats. In her 
youth (he had frequently attended the amufc- 
ments of thefe burghers, and at times even (hot 
at the mark. Soon after her arrival in Petcrf- 
burg, (he fent the lady who waited upon her, 
and gave her the firft le(rons in the french lan- 
guage *, fome beautiful furs -, and to h^r writing- 
mafter f, a fum of money. In the very late 
years of her life, (he tranfmitted her pifture, 
accompanied with the moft flattering exprefTions 
of efteem, to a lady formerly her playmate. 
This lady, who has permitted her(elf to be 
named as the communicator of thefe anecdotes 
of the early life of Catharine, is the countefs von 
Mellin, at Gartz. The particulars, though tri- 
fling in themfelves, yet, as authentically relating 
to the illuftrious fubjeft of thefe memoirs, are of 
confequence enough to be infcrted here. 

* A demoifcne Qjiardel, then married to a burgermafter 
of Demmin. 

t Laurent, the fchoolmailer belonging to the french con* 
gregation in Stettin. 

She 
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She lived till her fifteenth year alternately ih 
Stettin ^d in Dornburg or in Zerbft ; but (he 
always accompanied her luothci^ on feyeral little 
jpurnks, which contributed rauch tp the form- 
ing of her mind and manners. The princefs 
often made fome (lay at Hamburgh with her 
'mother, the widow of the bilhop of Lubcck, at 
whofc court was a M. von Brummer, who filled 
the poft of a gentleman of the bed-chamber *, 
who communicated to the young princefs the 
Hioft inftrudivc works of the then living authors, 
which had a beneficial effcft on her mind and 
heart. She was always addided to reading, to 
reflexion, to learning, and to employment. 
Still oftener was the princefs at Brunfwick, with 
her relation and former preceptre(s, Elizabeth 
Sopliia Maria, dowager duchefs of Wolfenbuttel, 
born princefs of Holftein-Norburg, Here (he 
ufed (bmetimes to pafs the whole fummer ; (lie 
was there alfo in December 1743, and caufcd 
her daughter Sophia to be daily inftrufted in the 
doftrines of the lutheran religion, by the court- 
preacher Dove, who at that time little thought 
that his illu(lri6us difciple would fo fuddenly 
a(terwards adopt the very different faith of an- 

* Afterwards an oberhof-marfhal von Brummer went 
firom Holftcin with the grand duke Peter to Ruffia. ^ry, 
whether the fame i 

Other 
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Other church. The vifits to Berlin were likewife 
not unfrcquent ; for example, in January 1742, 
on occafion of the marriage ceremony of the 
prince of Pruflia, father of the prefent king ; and 
for the laft time about the beginning of the year 
1744, from whence the journey was farther con- 
tinued to Ruffia. 

In the fpring of the year 1742, fliordy before 
her departure from Stettin, the young princcfs 
wrote the following (hort note to the countefs 
von Meliin : 

** Madame, a Stettin, ce 20 Mars 1742. 

" Je nc manquerai pas dc vous envoyer mon 
" portrait, puifque vous me faites Thonneur de 
** me le demanders & jc vousprie, madame, dc 
** Taccepter comme un gage dc mon amide, & 
" vous prie en mcme tems de me confcrver aufli 
" la votre. Je me recommande a Thonneur dc 
** votre fouvenir, & fuis, 

" Madame, 
" Votre fidele amie & fervante, 

" Sophie AuGusTE Friderique." 

As, fo far as it appears, Catharine afterwards 
never returned to Stetdn, thefc lines were moft 
probably intended as an afFeftionatc farewel*. 

Three 

* With the mother of the pnncefs the countefs always 

continued an epiftolary correfpbndence, but with the latter 

VOL. !• G it 
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Three years after Peter had been called to 
Ruflia, it was therefore agreed to marry him 

with 



It dropped, who feemed likewife to have forgotten the 
promifed portrait. After fhe liad afcended the throne as 
emprefsy the cotintefs von Mellin fought various opportu- 
nities of reminding hef of it ; but probably the letters never 
reached her hand, as no anfwer enfued. The hope of ob« 
Utsning the pidure was therefore abandoned. 

At the inflance of her fon, however, to whom (he (hewed 
the note,' the countefs wrote once more to the emprefs in 
1789, inclofingthe Unes in her own hand- writing, and deli- 
vered it to the care of her nephew, count Auguftus von 
Mellin, prefident in Riga, who has made himfelf fo famous 
by his excellent maps of Livonia. Very foon afterwards (he 
was agreeably furprifed at receiving, by the hands of count 
Neffeh'ode, ambaflador from Ruflia at the court of Berlin, 
not only an exceedingly fine miniature of the emprefs, richly 
fet with diamonds, accompanied with a golden fouvenir alfo 
fet with briUiants, with the cypher £. II. (Ekatarina the 
fecond), but alfo this very gracious letter : 

^* Madame la comtefTe de MeUin. Vous m'avez fait 
'* plaifir de me rappelkr la promefTe que je vous avois lailTee 
'< par ^crit, en partant de Stettin, de vous envoyer mon 
'< portrait. II efl vrai que les nombreufes diftra&'ons dana 
" lefquelles je fus des lors entrain^e, me firent perdre cet 
** engagement de vue ; mais il n'en a pas ete de m^me de 
•* votre fouvenir, cclui-ci ne s'eft point effac^ de mon 
** efprit. Be je me fuis fouvent retract les momens agr^abled 
« que j'ai pafliEs en votre fociete. Vous m'avez donn6 do 
<< votre c6t^ une preuve bien convaincante de votre attache* 
** ment pour moi, en confcrvant un ii grand nombre d'an* 

«< n6et 
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with Sophia Augufta of Anhalt-Zcrbft*, who 
was about one year younger than himfelf^ and 
who, on embracing the greek reh'gion^ changed 
her name to that of Catharina Alexievna^ a 
name which flie has rendered fo illuftrious 
fince. 

All Europe was deceived on the caufes of this 
alliance, which was attributed to the interven- 
tion of the king of Pruffia. It is true that Fre- 
deric was defirous of feeing it brought to cffe6t, 
but, without a motive unconnefted with politics^ 
the follicitarions of that monarch would have 
fallen to the ground. 

*< n^es mon billet que vous venez de m'addrefler en originaL 

** Je V0U8 Ic rcnvoye conform^mcnt a vos d^firs, en y joi- 

*« gnant le portrait dont jc fuis reft^c votre d^bitrice. Vout 

<< n'y reconooitrez plus lea traits fous lefqucla voua m'aYez 

'< autrefois connue, roais je vous prie de croire que mes fen- 

*< timens pour vous^ font encore les mdmes, que je prendnu 

** toujours beaucoup d'int6r6t a ce qui vous conceme» ft 

*< :que je vous fouhaite un bonheur conilant jufqu'a la fin de 

*^ vos jours. Si ces aflurances de ma part peuvent ajouter 

** quelque chofe a votre contentement, je vous les donne de 

** bien bon coeur^ 6tant ires parfaitement, Madame la com- 

<« tefie de Mellin, 

«* Votre bien afFediionn^e, 

" A St. Peterfbourg, " Cathei^uis. 

" ce3i Mars 1789/' 

* She was bom April 25, 1729. 

6 2 Long 
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Long ere (he mounted the throne of the tzars, 
Elizabeth had been promifcd to the young prince 
of Holftein-Eutin, brother to the princefs of 
Anhalt-Zerbft, mother of Catharine ; but at the 
inftant when the inarriage was about to be cele- 
brated, the prince fell (ick, and died. Eliza- 
beth, who loved him to cxcefs, became incon- 
folable i and in the bitternefs of her grief made 
a vow to renounce the nuptial tie : a vow which, 
as we have already obfervcd, was, at lead as to 
the public, rcligioufly kept. Even if Elizabeth 
was feen afterwards to yield to the gallantries of 
fcveral of her courtiers, (he neverthelefs retained 
a lively • tendernefs for the objcdl of her firft 
afFeftion, She paid a fort of worlhip to his 
memory, and never mentioned him without 
tears. 

The princefs of Anhalt-Zerbft, not ignorant 
of the tender remembrance 4)referved by Eliza- 
beth for her brother, refolvcd to take advantage 
of it for fecuring a throne to her daughter. She 
trufted her plan to the king of Pruffia, who ap- 
plauded, her for it, and (hortly after fupported it 
with all his might. 

The princefs of Zerbft repaired to Peterfburg, 
where Elizabeth received her with friendfliip. 
Her daughter, who was handfome, and endowed 
with all the graces of youth, immediately made 

a pretty 
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a pretty forcible impreffion on the heart of the 
young grand duke j and as he himfclf was at that 
time well made, and of a very good figure, the at-^ 
tachment became reciprocal; and it was foon the 
fubjeft of the convcrfations at court. Elizabeth 
herfelf remarked them without fecming to be 
difpleafcd. The princcfs of Zcrbft, who fpicd 
the favourable moment, loft no time, but ran 
and threw Jierfelf at the feet of the cmpi*efs, re- 
prefented to her the inclination of the two young 
lovers as an unconquerable paffioh ; and calling 
to her mind the love (he had herfelf borne to the 
prince of Holftein, her brother, (he conjured her 
to promote the happinefs of the niece of that fo 
much regretted prince. 

There was, doubtlefs, no need of all this for 
determining the cmprefs to confent to their 
union. She mingled her tears with thofe of the 
princefs of Zerbft ; and, embracing her, pro- 
mifed her that her daughter (hould be grand 
duchefs. 

The day following the choice of Elizabeth 
was announced to the council and to the foreign 
minifters. The marriage was fixed for a day 
fliortly to arrive j and preparations for its ce- 
lebration were arranged with a magnificence 
worthy of the heir of the throne of the RufTias. 

G 3 But 
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But fortune, which had hitherto fcemed (o fa- 
vourable to the grand duke, now. began to change 
its courfe; and Catharine was threatened with the 
lofs of her lover, as Elizabeth had been deprived 
of her's. The grand duke was attacked with a 
violent fever; and a fmall-pox of a very malig- 
nant nature foon after made its appearance. The 
prince, however, did not fall under the violence 
of this difeafe, though he retained the cruel 
marks of it. The metamorphoGs was terrible. 
He not only loft the comelinefs of his face, but it 
became for a time diftortcd, and almoft hideous. 

None were permitted to approach the young 
princefs from the apartment of the grand duke j 
but her mother regularly brought her tidings of 
the turns of the prince's diftcmpen Obferving 
how much he was altered, and defirous of weak* 
ening the effeft the firft fight of him might have 
upon her daughter, (he defcribed him as one of 
the uglieft men imaginable ; recommending her, 
at the fame time, to diflemble the difguft (he 
muft naturally feel at his appearance. Notwith- 
ftanding thb fage precaution, the young princels 
could not revifit the grapd duke without feeling 
a fecret horror j (he was artful enough, however, 
to reprefs her emotion, and running to meet 
him^ fell upon his neck, and embraced him with 

marks 
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marks of the moft lively joy. But no fponcr 
was flie retired to her apartment than Ihc fell 
into a fwoon ; and it was three hours before flic 
recovered the ufe of her fenfes. 

The uneafinefs which the young princefs had 
juft experienced, was however no inducement 
to her to endeavour at deferring the period of 
her union with the grand duke. The emprefs 
contemplated this alliance with pleafure ; the 
princefs of Zerbft was paffionately dcfirousto fee 
it concluded ; and the fuggeftions of ambition 
a&ing more powerfully on the heart of Catha- 
rine than even the will of her mother, and that 
of the emprefs, permitted her not a moment's 
hefitation. 

The nuptials were accordingly folcmnized; 
but, notwithftanding the attachment which ^as 
fo manifeft between the grand duke and the 
princefs from the firft moment of their meeting, 
their love was fated not to be of long duration ; 
and^ the alteration that had taken place in the 
lineaments of the prince's vifage was not the 
fole caufe of the indifference of his young con- 
fort*. However, they lived fgmc time in an 

apparently 

* n avoit une impcrfc6Uon qui, quoiqu'aifee a d^tniire, 
foMoh bien plus cnxeUe : la violence d^ fbn amour, fes 
efforts rtiiM$ ne purent k faire r^uffir a confommer le ma- 

o 4 riagc. 
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jpfafcntl? good underftanding, which Catharine 
lupponed as long as (he conceived it to be ne- 
ccffiury. 

This prince fs, brought up with all poflible 
caic under the eye of a prudent mother, and ac 
no great diftance from the court of the great 
Frederic, where reigned fuch a tafte for the 
fcknces and the fine arts, added to the beauty, 
and to the quicknefs of underftanding which (he 
liad received from nature, a very exten(ive know- 
ledge, and the facility of expreffing herfelf with 
elegance in feveral languages. . 

Peter too had fenfes but his education had 
been totally negledled. He poflTefTed an excel- 
lent heart ; but he wanted politenefs. He was 
of a good ftature, but ugly andalmoft deformed. 
He frequently blu(hed at the fuperiority of his 
wife, and his wife often blu(hed at feeing him fo 
laitle worthy of her: in (hort, he was not ca« 



Si ce prince 6toit confix a quclqu'un qui eut un 
^kn d*cxp6riencey I'obfUcle qui s'oppofoit a fes defirs eut 
^ Wncu. Le deniicr rabin de Pcterfbourg ou le moindrc 
^||iMW$ien I'en auroit dclivr6. Mais telle etoit la honte dont 
l^iv'dbU ce mallieur qu'il n'eut pas m^me le courage de le 
^ ig ^fk & la princefTe, qui ne recevoit plus fes careffes 
M^^MC r^ugnance, Sc qui n'^toit pas alors moins incxpe- 

t ^ue lui, ne fongea ni a le confoler, ni a lui faire 
I moycnsqui le ramenaflent dans fes bras. 

pable 
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pable of making . her happy. Hence arofe that 
mutual diflike, which the people of the court 
were not long in finding out, and which was vi^ 
fibly augmenting from day to day. 

By one of thofc ftrange pcrv(?rfi6ns of judg- 
ment which often appear in the uncultivated 
mind, Elizabeth pretended to think that her ne- 
phew was too well informed, and that he was in 
danger of becoming too amiable by his manners, 
and too enviable by his knowledge. From the 
very moment of her choofing him for her fuc- 
ceffor, (he regarded him as a rival. For this 
reafon it probably was, that (he took him from 
under the tuition of the enlightened Brumner, 
who had begun his education in Holftein ; and 
placed about him Tfhoglokoff*, a man of mean 
talents and a narrow mind. In vam did a few 
difinterefted perfons at the court of Peterfburg, 
for there are fome fuch in all courts ; in vain 
did fome eftimable women, for there were fomc 
fuch even about Elizabeth s in vain did the^ 
perfons, lamenting the ignorance and the fort of 
defcrtion in which the young Peter was left, en- 
deavour to reprefent to his aunt the danger 
he incurred : the emprefs was deaf to their re- 
monftrances, and even on fome occafions repulfed 
them with harlhnefs. 

Among 
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Among many examples one only need be 
mentioned) that of a woman of the bed-chamber 
named Johanna, who had the fpirit to afk this 
princefs why (he kept the grand duke from all 
the deliberations of the council. " If you permit 
<< him not to know any thing of what is ne- 
«^ ceflary for governing the country," added (he, 
^< what do you think will become of him, and 
«« what do you think will become of the empire ?" 
AH the anfwer (he got was, that Elizabeth look- 
ing at her angrily, faid, '^ Johanna, knoweft 
" thou the way to Siberia ?*'— However, the 
generous Johanna efcaped with only the fright, 
and took care for the future to make no more 
remonftrances on that head to her miftre(s. 

But, if fome few dared to lift up their voice in 
&vour of Peter, a great many others made 
themfelves heard againft him. The principal 
families had beheld him with jealoufy from the 
inftant of his arrival, as a man who would (hare 
with them the power they had now long en- 
joyed, or perhaps entirely deprive them of it. 
Among thofe who (trove the moft to injure 
him, we may reckon the great chancellor Beftu- 
cheff. From the very day of the grand duke^s 
marriage, he had formed the de(ign of excluding 
that prince from the throne; and though his 

plan 
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plan was fo bold and dangerous, he was per- 
petually employed about the means of bringing 
it to efFeft. His forefight was too great to 
allow him to flatter himfelf with the cxpeftation 
of feeing Peter completely difmheritcd, but he 
hoped at leaft to banifli him to the camps and ar* 
mies, and to place Catharine at the head of affairs. 
No fooner had Belhicheff^ matured his plan, 
than he communicated it to feveral of the cour- 
tiers whom he knew to have imbibed the fame 
rancour with himfelf. Even women were ad- 
mitted into the confidence, and it was not they 
who were the leaft ferviceable in promoting the 
chancellor's plan. This miniftcr condufted his 
intrigue with the utmoft addrcfs. He every 
day wrote the inftruftions which he gave to the 
perfons of his party, on fmall fcraps of paper^ 
and in terms which could be underftood by none 
but themfelves ; then (hutting thefe papers in a 
&uff'-box with a double bottom, under pretence 
of oflFering fnufi^, he diftributed them to the in* 
dividuals for whom they were defigned. By 
this means his confidants were informed of all 
they were to fay or to do throughout the day« 
Their principal employment was to blacken the 
grand duke in the eyes of Elizabeth. They 
magnified his flighted defe£ts, they aggravated 
his moft venial &ults, they imputed to htm vices 

which 
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which he had not as yet, and which they wanted 
to make him contraft. They even went fo far 
as to alarm the emprefs with fears that her 
nephew might become dangerous to her au* 
thority. 

The feeble-minded Elizabeth was but too 
prone to lend an ear to thefe vile infmuations. 
Naturally titnid and fufpicious, flie at length ab- 
horred him whom fhe had no reafon to diftruft for 
a fingle moment. 

But to what caufe are we to afcribe this con- 
dudk in the ambitious Beftucheff ? Keen and 
crafty, this minifter had long perceived the 
grand duke's charader to be feeble and un- 
fettled. Doubtiefs, with equal perfpicacity, he 
had obferved that the grand duchefs was the 
very reverfe of her hufband. Ought he not 
then reafonably to expedl that if they mounted 
the throne, it would be more eafy for him to 
govern the prince than the princefs ? No ; he 
cherilhed no fuch expedation, for he knew 
that Peter entertained a ftrong refentment againft 
him for a trick he had played the duke his 
father, in relation to his hereditary eftates in 
Holftein. 

Beftucheff, who had applied himfelf to bufinefi 
and intrigue for more than forty years ; Beftu- 
cheff, who, after having accompanied the ritffiaa 

ambafladors 
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ambaffadors at the congrcfs of Utrecht, had 
irmed his mind in England under the miniftcrs 
>f George I. and who, at his return to Pcterf- 
burg, had been appointed miniftcr to the court 
of Copenhagen, and from thence went to Ham- 
burgh in quality of envoy extraordinary to the 
circle of Lower Saxony; BeftuchcfF, paffing 
through Kiel; had had the impudence and 
dexterity to carry off from the archives of the 
dukes of Holftein the teftament of the emprefs 
Catharine I. and the original afts relating to the 
conneftions of thofc dukes with Ruflia.— This 
it was that Peter could never forgive; and Beftu* 
cheflf feverely felt it. 

Peter likcwife on another account entertained 
a diflike to the chancellor ; he always fupported 
the interefts of the houfe of Auftria with his 
aunt, againft the king of Pruflia, to whom this 
young prince had devoted himfelf with a fort of 
idolatry. 

The grand chancellor had had the addrefs to 
bring into his party almoft all thofe for whom 
Peter feemed to have an inclination, and who 
only approached him as fpies upofi his a£tions 
in order to injure him. Of this number was 
Cyril RazumofRky, who had made one of thoft 
fortunes which are regarded as prodigies in other 
countries, but which arc very frequent in Ruffia. 

GyrU 
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Cyril was a pcafent who, immediately on being 
informed of the favour which the field marfhal 
his brother enjoyed with the emprefs, fct out 
from the Ukraine, his native place, and arrived 
with his balalaika *, at Peterfburg. Cyril was 
prefently created count, commander of the 
ifmailoff guards, hetman of the Kofaks of Little 
Ruflia, and even prefidcnt of the academy of 
fciences f- Though of an extraction fo grofs, 
and without education, Cyril RazumofHky, cun- 
ning and pliant, inilnuated himfelf into the good 
graces of tne grand duke j: ; and, though but 
lately come to court, he betrayed the prince with 
an effrontery and bafenefs worthy of an experi* 
enced courtier. 

To the defirc of promoting the aims of the 
grand chancellor, were foon added, in the heart 
of Cyril RazumofHky, the motives of perfohal 
vengeance. In proportion as his honours in- 

♦ A rude fort of gahzTf with only three firings, in coxn- 
Inoa life among the ruffian boors. 

t He was in the fequel knight of the orders of St. 
Andrew, of St. Alexander Nefski, of St. Anne, and of the 
white eagle of Poland. 

X The grand duke called him his brother ^ his friend f which 
ia not extraordinary, as drug moi and bratit% are common 
terms of familiar addrefs and falutation from fuperiors aa 
well as equals : but Peter would have Cyril RazumoffKky to 
give him the fame appellations. 

creafedj 
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crcafcd, he only bore with impatience the 
humours' of the grand duke; who, to fay the 
truth, in the orgies to which Cyril himfelf would 
excite him, frequently recalled to his mind, in too 
coarfe a manner and too publicly, his birth, his 
balalaika, and the fervile occupations of his youth. 

The grand duke had another favourite, who 
did not betray him; but who unhappily had 
neither the forcfight nor the addrefs to prevent 
the reft from betraying him : this was his aide-de- 
camp general Gudovitch. A native of Little 
Ruffia, Gudovitch wifhed to become iti^hetman, 
and Peter fevoured his pretenfidn, even in the 
fight of Cyril RazumofFfky. Thenceforward 
Cyril vowed in his heart an implacable hatred to 
the prince. 

He offered the grand chancellor a country 
houfe which he poffeffed not far from Kamennoi- 
nofs, as a place where they might deliberate 
more at their eafe on the projeft of ruining the 
grand duke ; and it was at that very houfe that 
afterwards were held all thofe traiterous councils^ 
at the head whereof were at firft Beftuchefii 
Cyril,and afterwards Shuvaloff, the young princefs 
Daflikoff, and Maria Simeonovna Tfhoglokofi^ 
lady of honour to the emprels, and one of her 
Qioftdangerous conBdants. The confpirators con* 
fultcd concerning the perfons whom the^ wanted 

to 
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to afTociate with them. They gave an cxafl: ac- 
count of all the fteps they had feverally taken, 
prepared new projects of attack, and concerted 
the fureft meafurcs to deprive of the throne the 
laft fprout from the ftcm of Peter the great. 

They wanted, for example, to perfuadc the 
cmprels that her nephew was addifted todrunk- 
cnnefi, even long before he was in the habit of 
drinking to any degree of excefs, a habit which 
he contradcd at firft, without doubt, merely 
from the want of employment, from the irk- 
fomenefs of his (ituation, and from the bale 
fuggcftions of thofe that furrounded him. The 
method they adopted was the following : 

Simeonovna TfhoglokofF, difcourfing one day 
with Elizabeth, and perceiving that the monarch 
was difcontented with the grand duke, fhe told 
her with an afflided air, that it was a great mif- 
fortunc that this prince, who was ftill fo young> 
ihould give himfelf to drinking. Elizabeth, 
who now for the firft time heard the grand duke 
accufed of that vice, conGdered it as mere 
calumny, and defied Simeonovna to make good 
her alTertion. " Nothing is cafier," returned 
the impudent Simeonovna. " Your majcfty 
" may be convinced of it by your own eyes.'* 
A few days afterwards, knowing that the grand 
duke was a litde out of order and kept his room, 
IS flic 



EMPRISS CATHARINE II. 97 

the went to vtQt him ; when, watching her 
opportunity, (he afked him permiQion to keep 
him company at dinner. Peter good-naturedly 
confented, and bid her place herfclf at tabl^e 
with him. During the rcpaft^ Simeonovna putj-^ 
ting on a humour uncommonly gay and fond, 
told the prince that (he would cure him with;f 
bottle of champagne. The bottle was called fpc, 
the artful Simeonovna feized it, (lily threw inty 
it a pinch of fpanlQi fnuff*, and, making th^ 
grand duke repeatedly drink bumpers of it to 
the health of his aunt, (he completely intoxicated 
him. The perfidious lady of honour immediately 
ran to acquaint the emprcfs, Elizabeth came ; 
and, not knowing the particulars of the fcenc 
that had juft palTed, beheld with grief and indigr- 
nsadon the (ad condition of her unhappy nephew. 
Already too much difpofed to take up prejudice* 
againft him, (he henceforward more readily >be- 
lieved all that Simeonovna T(hoglokofF and her 
accomplices were de(aroqs of imputing to the 
prince I and, emboldened by this fuccefs, tl||^ 
confpirators proceeded in their infolence to pro* 
pagate againft him the moft fcandalous reporu. 

* Spanifli fnuff!— ^ne pinch of it iq a botUe of cham- 
|»giie! Would not the wine alone have been fuffickm^ 
ykre the virtiiet of fpaoifh fnuff known in our Urerm I 

YQfci »• H To 
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To all thiJ, it muft be added thdt the Ihtc of 
Irtidiivlt^ and ionclincrs in which Peter was left 
to languifli, arid the unhappy pliancy of his 
ehafaftfcr, tended infallibly to favout the defignS 
of his (fnemies. 

Mnien the emprcfs was ^erfuadcd that hfe 
"deitv'ered himfcif up to cxccfs, fhe rtbt only fup- 
^ffed the gratification of fifty thoufand rubles, 
ttf'Which flic cuftomarily made hirh a prefent on 
iht anniverfary of his birth, but (he gave ordets 
lb far to dirtiinilh the cxpences of his table, that 
the prince and his guefts had not always fufiicicnt 
tb eat. Peter on thefc occafions Would fufFer 
Ibftic complaints to efcapc him not entirely 
?rcc from expreilion^ of petulance iind ill*- 
fixikiciir; tod thefb complaints Were ctirefuily 
ffrtffcrvfed, fcxaggerated, ahd delivered to ^hfe 
HRhprifs. 

^Bortly aftec the marriage of the grand d^#, 
^ ititit had made him a prefent <^Oranienbatim ; 
1i t6Untry ^lace that had iformerly belonged to 
^\k famous Mefitehikofi^i and as foon as. the fair 
t^^eather permitted him to leave Petcrlburg, 
whefre he lived more like a ftate prifoner th^ 
the heir to the throne, thither Peter ufcd to 
ittife. I'hire, firctd frbhi fhe'piVfthtt bfhis 
aunt, an^ 'tJKrowlng off all cohftjfainti' he amu^ 
himfelf with dlrcffing his people in a german 

'^Wmormy 
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w\form9 apd leaking tbem perform {he prufljan 
exercifc. Elizabeth feemed highly to approve 
of tfai9 occupation^ thinking it nfiight prelerve 
her nephew irom getting a ta(le for dangerous 
pleafuresy and even from a difpoficipn to political 
i|Krigues» whfch fhe confidered as far mpre 
dangerous ftilK At the fame time ihe gave 
orders that^ from feveral regitpentSj % fufficient 
Qumber of foldiel-s Ihould be drafted and fei^t tq 
the garrifon at Oranienbaum> in addition to tho(e 
pf ihe. gi:and dukcj but this attention, whic|i 
ytfivc the iemblance of a favour conferred on thi^ 
pfince^.w^ P^^f^^Pii nothing more than iin ad- 
d^tional precaution ggaind him* however this 
be, he received it with tranfport/ and gave him- 
feIfuj^^ijhr<Poy??cd ardour^ p his military 
an(} pruffian fn^linatign. , 
^. Jt ;b*s. long been the cyftoni fqr numbers ot 
Germi}^^ tP gQ 4nd feek their fortunes in Ruflfi^. 
TM jpl^yatiQn^ of a h0ld:ein prince tQ the rank of 
grftgd^ riuke.dww t}iem thither in ftill greater 
ipuJiitudVt ,- Th^ ipldiers whom Peter kept at 

Bcfidcs thele, he had m^^^e- a fcl^dtion of njany 
OfIfftr%]viW}jp^ dilpjayed talent 

f9fmWinl!?^m%M^^ ^cpreicnt the btft 
.i^^d^iuib P K . Howevef> 
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However, neither the theatre nor raiKtarf 
exerciles could employ the whole time of the 
prince ; and the void was but too often filled up 
with the habits he had begun to contra A in the 
indolence of the palace of Petcr(burg. 

The party formed againft him knowing his 
extreme propenlity to every thing that was 
pruflianj had found means t6 perfuade him that 
in Pruflia every officer had continually his pipe 
in his mouth, and was as conftantly employed in 
drinking and gaming. The young people who 
furrounded him, added, if not from malice, 
at leaft from liberrinifm, example to precept ; 
and, in conformity to it, he became fmoaker, 
drinker, gamefter. 

Catharine all this time was purfuirig a conduft 
diametrically oppofite to that of her hufband. 
Direftejd by her vigilant mother^ fte was foklf 
employed in gaining partifans from among the 
xnoft powerful perfons of the court. Her vio- 
lent difpofition to pleafure was mute at the calls 
of ambition ; a;id if (he did not fucceed fb far as 
to captivate ^he friendlhip of the emprefi^ flie at 
leaft extorted her efteem. 

In the mean tiime, what will pcriiapK leem 
difficult to be believe^, the priMeft of Zahft 
i«ras n^leSful t>( thai drtiltofpe%Sn,'iWA 
gard to herfelf, ^^tjidi 'ih^ Ihlpti^ 

•^' '* daughter. 
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dai^hten Elizabeth confidered her as a friend 
or a fifter^ and repoied an unlimited confidence 
in her. Proud of her influence, the princefs of 
Zerhlt Teemed in hafte to abufe it. She muft 
mix in the mtrigues of the courtiers, make her- 
felf the difpenfer of imperial favours, in ihort, 
pry into the fccret of the mod important coa'* 
cerns. Her arrogance difgufted the favourites^ 
her curiofity was, vexatious to the minifters^ 
They united together to roufc the jealoufy of 
the emprefs, and to free her from a yoke under 
which (he had infenfibly bowed her neck. 
Their efforts were not in vain. Elizabeth al-* 
moft immediately withdrew the confidence Ihe 
had granted to the mother of Catharine. 

The princefs of Zcrbft, diftreffed at this re^ 
verfe of fortune, turned on every fide for a re- 
medy. She aiked advice of the king of Pruffia 
and of the king of Sweden ; but fhe was ob* 
fervcd with a watchful eye. It became ^x* 
tremely difficult for her to maintain correfpond« 
cnces. She was fain to have recourfe to the 
refinements of artifice to get a letter conveyed 
to the king of Sweden. On one occafion fhe 
adopted the following method : A ball was given 
at court i the princefs of Zerbft was there with 
the grand duch<^ her daughter. All at once 
the grand duchefs advanced towards |he. aged 
H3 LcftQCi 
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Lfcftoc; who, according to his ^uftorti, was 
^mufing himfelf in chatting with the wt)tnen) 
^d, throwing a glove at him, (he faid Ihe 
would dance with him. On takitig up the glove, 
Lcftoc perceived t^at it contained a paper. On 
<his the artful courtier, finiling to the gfand du« 
chefs, faid, « 1 accept ihe challenge, madam i 
''but, inftead of rcftolring you your glove, I 
^^ befcech you to give me the othef, that I majr 
^ prefent them both, from y6«, to my wife ; 
^' the favour will then be compleie.**^ The 
country dance being finifhed, Leftbc ftole away, 
hiding the gloves under his waiftcoat, fearing left 
the emprefs might have had fome intelligence bjf 
what had pafled, and fliould caule hini to be 
f<;arched at the door. 

All the ftratagems put in pradice by the 
princels of Zerbft were not fo fucCelsfuI. Every 
d^y brought with it fome complaint againft her, ojr 
difcovered fome frefli intrigue. The refentmeht 
of the emprefs was now at its height ^ fhe ordered 
the princefs to quit the empire. 

The princefs of Zerbft, at parting froih heir 
claughter, experienced the moft poignant forrow. 
Catharine hcrfelf could not, without great re- 
gret, fee her mother depart j but the bope tff 
^le'thVone, which had fortified her agairift bthifr 
inisibrtunes; fuppoftca her uridcr'tTus J ahd IbVc 
^ ' loon 
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j&on brought its confolatiions to miogle them 
with thofc of pride. 

Thp young men that furrounded the grand 
'dgke did not allj Ijlce the prince, refign thenar 
felves entirely to the plcafures of the table, (9 
play, and to military parade. There was efper 
/cjia|ly <^c whp diilinguilbed him/elf as much by 
jbis tafte ^ the amiable arts, as he was ado^ir^ei} 
for the graces of bis perfon : it was SoltikofF^ 
the prince's chamberlain. He made on|^ in alji 
his parties -, but be was ashamed of his^romp^ny^ 
^e was tolerably well verfcd in french literar 
ture ; he knew by heart the Hneft pafTages of 
Raciae and Voltaire, and in the recitation of tl^iQ 
his vQJce feemed to heighten their beautiei^ 
Though fcajrcely Qgtgro>yn the bpy^ he ha4 
alre^y the reputation of having pbcained the 
l^ypurs of Several belles of the court; and biy 
fgccefs made him prpu^. SokikofT, it is truc^ 
5|7as held rather deficient in courage WHth iths 
Qiei\, bqt he was not the lefs prefumptuous npr 
kfs bold w^ch the women. Perhaps he would 
have trembled at the fight of a naked fword 1 
but for epcreodling the number of his cpoquefts ia 
gaUai\t{ry, he had often been thought to braye 
the deftrts of Siberia, In (hort, the h^Jlband* 
of Pcterfbur^ regarded him.as the mod agreeable 
and ithc joioft dAngcrou3 mao in -tpwn* 

»4 Soltikoff 
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Soltikoffwas not long crc he lifted his cyestveft 
to the fpoufe of his mailer ; zhd vanity yet ihort 
than love led hiiti t6 coriceive the temerarious 
defign of captivating her heart. He began by 
feduloufly ftudying the inclinations of the prin* 
cefs. He perceived thatj notwrthftanding the 
conftraint iti whieh fhe lived,- Catharme had 
always a propenfity to pleafdte; and that the 
(blitude of Oranienbaum rendered dilfipattofi 
neceflary to her* He accordingly procured her 
(bme new amufement with every returning day« 
He engaged the grand duke to give frequent 
entertainments, he took upon himfelf the calk 
of inventing and diredling them, fecretly giving 
the grand duchefs to iinderftand that (he was the 
fole obje£t for which they were made, and that 
it was to him alone fhe was indebted for them. 
Catharine was not inienfible to fuch gallant, fuch 
continued attentions. The feducing figure of 
SoltikofF^ and the vivacity of his wit, had made 
impreflion on her mind. His aflkluities made 
him mafter of her affedions; but Soltikofi; 
fenfible that the heart of the grand duchefs was 
no ordinary conqueft, was afraid of betraying 
himfelf by an imprudent explanation. It is even 
not impoffible that at firft he meant only to feign 
a paflion which in the fequel grew up into a real 
attachmcnti In Ibort^ for a confidcrable time 
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paft) their fondnefs had betn tnucual^ without aojr 
declaration on the part of either. 

An unfortunate event was the occafion of 
accelerating this declaration. SoltikoflF loft his 
father. His duty obliged him to repair CO 
Mofco. He obtained the grand duke's permif- 
lion to depart, and at taking leave of Catharine 
he was not fufficiendy mafter of his feelings to 
prevent his difcovcring how much this pardng 
coft him. The princefs, who faw his tears, waia 
no lefs touched herfclf at the caule from whence 
they flowed ; and fixing her eyes, with a look of 
extreme lignificance, on SoltikoflF, (he conjured 
him to fhorten bis abfence as much as he could, 
and to return and forget his grief in the midft of 
a brilliant court, where without him there could 
be no fuch thing as pleafure. 

The charader of SoltikofF renders it eafy to 
judge what effcd thefe words muft have pro- 
duced. He thought he perceived that he was 
beloveds and his confcious pride redoubled. 
His journey took him up but a few days. What 
were domeftic concerns, when balanced with the 
felicity he expedted ? What was Mofco to him 
in comparifon of Peterlburg ? He abandoned 
dl for returning to fecure his triumph. 

However, on approaching again the grand 
dttchefit aQ the flattering ideas with which he 

had 
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|iad regaled his cjelighted imagination began nov 

to diffolvc and vanifli. His audacity foifook 

kim. He found himfelf a prey to the mofl: 

ferious and gloomy refle£i;ion$. He faw at once 

fl\ the danger of his amour. Ift could no 

Jk>i>ger prefume to flatter himfelG th;it Catharine 

^ouW fp far forget what Ihe owed to her rank, 

to her fpoufe, as to accept the affiduities of a 

jimple chamberlain. But if he were fo happy as 

iipfee her vouchfafe to correfpond to hispaffion, 

^XMld he imagine that he Ibould deceive the 

pcoerrat^og eyes of the jealous and humiliated 

tpgwtiefjSj liy whom flie was furrounded ? In a 

;wprdj Ivow rtflc a confeflion which might be rer 

4)aid by a perpetual imprifonmen^> or even with 

jtfoe ^& of his life i He Ihuddered^ he trembled, 

he refolved to renounce the fallacious hope$ his 

^^nbounded arrogance had made him cheriih. 

In this ftate of perturbation and defpondence, 
.•Soltikoff'no longer difplayed that brilliant gaiety 
jfor which he had hitherto been always diftia- 
jgijiAied. In vain did he fomecimcs affe^i: an air 
jpfcafy -elegance wjbich he nowjio more poffdTed, 
A fettled melancholy corroded his heart, and w^ 
fdcpidlcd on his face ; his health was vifibly dc*- 
dining. The grand duchefs took the alarms 
Ifl^nd one day, on finding herfelf alone with d^im, 
jleftrefl him tQ reveal the caufe of fo fudden ^ 

alteration. 



SMPIIESS CATHA&XNE IL tOf 

steratioji^ SolcikofF, unable at diis oabmcAl: t^ 
ftiRe or refift a paiKondius preying on his vicalsi 
a«K>wcd it in expreifioas a£ the tendereft jemo^ 
rioB, Catharine heard him without anger.) ihf 
feemed ciren to pity him; but, with a collcjfled 
mr, (lie eounfelled him I30 renpunce an inclinadon^ 
of the irregularity and danger whereof he ought 
to be fenf^le. Although fiill very youngs Solr 
tHcoff knew but too well the female heart, to.bf 
ignorant that ihe whd aUows herfelf co liftbo to 4 
lover, has already begun to approve him* He 
took courage. He threw himfelf at the kneel 
of the grand chicheis, and e^mbraced them wicd 
boldnefs. The princefi was agitated j fhe let fail 
fome tears ; and retiring precipitately from the 
traniports of SbkikofF, to go and (but hei^ieif ia 
faer cabinet, flie addrefled to him that verie 
Which Monimia (peaks to Xiphar^ in the tragedy 
dfMtthridatcst— ) 

*« Et meritez Ics picurs que vous m'aliee coflter*."* 

From that moment the chamberlain refumed hii 
wonted gaiety with returning hope; and the 
happy alteration in his behaviour was felt by all 
•around him* 

While the grand duke and the grand duchets 
were pa(&ng the fummer at Oranienbaum, the 

'f And merit thoic toirs you are ^ut.|i^ coft me. 
- ^ cmprcfs 
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empreft EHiabech remained at Peterhoff*, thM^ 
opt without fending, from time to time, for the 
imperial couple to (hare in the pleafures of her 
court* On thefe little expeditions SoltikoflT 
never failed to make one of the party. In or^ 
der to avoid being prefent at the entertainmentt 
tnd feftiviries of the palace> where the prying 
eyes of indtfcreet obfervers would throw too 
great a reftraint on her conduct, Catharine 
feigned an indifpofition. The grand duke was 
fi> infatuated in regard to his chamberlain, that 
be even engaged him himielf tofhare in the ibii* 
tude of his wife, and to exert all the talents of 
his capacity to amule and to cheer hen This 
was exaflly what the two lovers dcfired i and it 
is not difficult to imagine that they turned the 
moments to profit. This tide of fuccefs feemed 
now at its height ; and the young chamberkin 
experienced a fignal turn of af&irs. The grand 
duchefs was not always fuBiciently on her guard 
for concealing the inclination (he entertained for 
him. The courtiers, always artful, always en- 
vious, began by remarking the preference chat 
wounded their pride, and were not long in 
tracing it to its fource. The ruin of Soltikoff 
was now pretty certain. The very men who 
(hewed him the moft marks of friend/hip, and 
who of courfe had the moft meafnsqf doing him 
14 diffcrvice. 
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di&nnce, fecrctly found the method of coorey- 
ing cathe emprcfs their fufpictons of an amour 
l)etween the chamberlain and the grand ducheii, 
.Of an amorous difpofition herfelf, Elizabeth per* 
-haps was not bound to take great offence at the 
intrigue: but fhe was haughty; and in the firft 
burfts of her indignation/ fhe decUrred that Sol- 
dkoflT fhould pay for his temerity by an exile 
into Siberia* 

Solnkoffj informed of the dangers that tot^ 
naced him^ immediately fet about the means of 
avoiding them. He faw that the befl method 

* 6f preventing the florm from burfling upon him 
%ts boldly to brave it. Afluming, therefore^ i 
look of aifurance^ and putdng on the air of a& 
fronted innocence> he ran to the grand duke to 
<dmplain of the calumnies that had been fb au« 
^eioufly ipread. He reminded the prince tha$ 

• He had only, preiented himfdf to the grand 
'4hichefs in conlequence of exprefs orders re« 

! icetved from himfelf i and that he had never be« 

elidd her but with all the rcfped that was due a 
' htt rank. He remarked to hiro» that thefe 

invidioui flanders9 thoi^h outwardly lanced 
'- agatnft him» were intended as a clandefline but 

cercaio actack-on the heir of the empire» fince 
.i3ir: thefe. irifamom reporu the honour of the 

: cwTO*: wts . iofioit^ly more imjdicacfid than the 
_-,.::^!l. reputation 



^' the grand duke ? I cannot believe it; and I 
^ invite you to remain about bim : be aflfured 
*^ that if your enemies &ould attempt again to 
^' injure you> I fhall^ be t;hc firtt to defend 
^ you/* 

Though it had been true that Soltikoff had 
ferioufly ibrified the deHgn of retiring from 
court> thefe words would have been enough to 
detain him; and even though his enemies might 
have acquired the mofl: convincing proofs of 
ik audacity^ they would have flopped their 
mouths for ever. 

In the mean time the grand duke cohabited 
viith his fpoufes ^nd thenceforward SoldkoflT 
diought he had no longer any danger topreventj 
be now tailed without difturbance or remorfc 
thofe pleafures from the confequences of which 
be had nothing to dread. Catharine her&If 
bad no need to be fo fevere in her precautions; 
ber firft fuccefs had given her additional bold- 
nefs. Befides, the example of the emprefe 
Elizabeth^ whofe manners were growing more 
mnd more corrupt^ and who engaged in new 
follies from day to day^ feemed to afford fome 
cxcufe for her paflion. The emprefs queilioned 
nothing of an intrigue which (he might eafily have 
perceived » or, if (he obferved it> &e at leafl no 
. longer evinced either anger or fuipicion. 

Timcj 
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Time, which enfeeble^^nd often cxtinguiftics 
the moft ardent pafflons, diminifhed not that of 
Catharine. That princcfs cxpcftcd fhordy to 
become a mother; Sokikoff was daily acquiring 
a greater afcendant over her heart: but his 
happinefs was at its ultimate term^ he became 
himfelf the artificer of his ruin. 

The grand chancellor Beftucheff, with the 
reft of the courtiers, had been filent on the 
favour enjoyed by SoltikofFi but he was not 
on that account the lefs vigilant and attentive. 
Incefiandy occupied with the projeft of dif- 
pkcing the grand duke from his fuccefllon to the 
throne, the veteran minifter perceived that the 
fureft means for fucceeding was to gain over the 
favourite of the prince himfelf. 

Beftucheff, whom the title of grand chancellor, 
the general adminiftration of affairs, his in- 
iluence, his profound policy, rendered one of the 
moft powerful perfons of the empire, became 
the humble fycophant of SoltikofF. He lavifhed 
on him the marks of deference, praifes, carefles, 
in the greatcft profufion. He revealed to him 
the fccrcts that were of the utmoft importance ; 
he frequcndy confulted him, or feigned to confuh 
him; he at length fo completely gained hi$ con- 
fidence, that the chamberlain, blinded by pride, 
thought he had no firmer-a friend than the wily 

VOL. I. I ^ minifter : 
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ininiftcr: while he, who now faw what au- 
thority he had acquired over SoltikofF, and 
thought of nothing but to free himfclf from 
fo dangerous a rival, induced him to take the 
jmoft fatal mcafurcs. He told him, that, for 
augmenting the afcendancy he had gained, and 
to render himfclf entirely matter of the grand 
duke's mind, it was neceflary to put away from 
the prince all perfons of birth, of ambitio'fi, or 
talents, and to let him have none about him but 
vile and obfcure people, or who, being placed 
by SoltikofF himfclf, would be fervilely devoted 
to his intercft. Soltikoff perceived not the fnare. 
He was moreover incapable of penetrating into 
the motive of fo perfidious an advice. His favour 
made all things poffible to him j his ambition, 
increaftdi he attempted to fecure to himfclf an 
abfolute fway ; and he was eager to put in prac- 
tice what the old chancellor had told him. Thus 
one moment of imprudence 4cmoli{hed a triumph 
of feveral years. 

This new tempeft raifcd againft the favourite, 
blackened all at once. The young courtiers 
feeing themfelves removed from the heir of the 
throne, broke out into murmurs, and joined their 
cfForts to thofc of the friends of Beftucheff. 
The chancellor rekindled the audacity of Tfchog- 
lokofF, of Razumoffflcy, and thofc of their party i 

who 
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Who at length all united together to caufe their 
complaints to reach the ears of Elizabeth. 
Beftuchcff perceived that it was time for him to 
fpeak to the emprefs himfclf. He accordingly 
had a fecrel conference with her; in which he 
recalled to her mind all that fhe already knew of 
the weaknefs of the grand duke, of his extrava- 
gancies, and the riot to which he was addided. 
He told her that ,thefc extravagancie3 and this 
riot took their origin from SokikofFi who, that 
he might the more effcdlually fubjeft the prince 
to his will, fuffered none to approach him but 
abjeft flatterers and vile debauchees. He re- 
vived the fufpicions, but too well founded, and 
for fo long time fpread, on the criminal inter- 
courfe carried on by the chamberlain with the 
grand duchefs. He concluded by reprefenting 
him as a perfidious favourite, whofc ambition 
threatened Ruflia with an odious reign. 

The emprefs, incenfcd at what (he heard, rc- 
iblved once more to punifh SoltikofF; but, 
directed by the aged chancellor, (he took at 
this time furer mcafures than before. The fecret 
was kept, and the difgrace of the chamberlain 
was covered by the pretext of an honourable 
embafly. Elizabeth commiflioned him to repair 
to Stockholm with the tide of envoy extra- 
ordinary, to notify to the king of Sweden the 
I 2 birth 
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birth of Paul Pctrovitch, of whom the grand 
duchefs had juft been delivered*. The prc- 
iumptuous SolrikofF at firft confidered this em* 
ploy as a new mark of the emprefs's favoiff. 
He accepted it with gratitude, repaired haftily 
to Sweden, and left it with equal fpced. But 
fcarcelf had he quitted Stockholm to return to- 
St. Peterfburg, when he was flopped on the 
road by a courier, who put into his hands the 
order for him to go and refide at Hamburgh, in^ 
quality of minifter plenipotentiary from the 
court of Ruflia. 

SoltikofF now opened his eyes. He faw that 
he had been cruelly deceived. He wrote to the 
grand duchefsi and engaged her to follicit his 
recall; That princefs, not lefs fenfible than he 
to this reparation, wiftied at firft to employ her 
influence and her eloquence with the empre(s9 
to induce her to command his return: but the 
chancellor, who had forefeen all that happened^ 
went to her with all fpeed, to convince her of the 
danger of this propofal. He told her plainly 
that the fteps (he hazarded in favour of SoltikofF, 
would- corroborate the fufpicions that were 
already excited againfl: her, and would efiedbually 
tend to her ruiif. She was entirely convinced 

♦ The ift of Oftobcr 1754. 

by 
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by his argunurnts. Ambition impofcd filence 
on love. 

Catharine, however, prcferved for fome time 
the paflion fhe had conceived for the chamber- 
lain. She wrote to him, and frequently received 
letters from him. Misfortune feemed even to 
augment her tendernds, when all at once, the 
prefencc of a ftranger whom fortune had brought 
to the court of Ruffia, caufed her to forget the 
Jover yvhom Ihe no longer faw. 

The youag count Staniflaus Poniatofsky* 
whom Catharine firfl: raifed to the throne of Po- 
land, and afterwards hurled him indignantly from 
it, was the happy fucceflbr of SoltikofF. Born 
a fimple nobleman, and deftitute of fortune, but 
endowed with a handfome figure and full of 
ambition *, Poniatofeky amufcd for fome time in 
Germany and France his anxiety and his vague 

• The father of Poniatofsky was an adventurer ; who» 
from the condition of domtftic in the family of Michiclky in 
Lithtiania> went into the fervicc of Charles XII. and ob- 
tained the confidence of that prince. He afterwards attached 
bimfelf to king Staniflaus Lechinfky, whom he betrayed by 
conveying from him the abdication which Auguftus II. had 
formerly given him in prcfcnce of Charles XII. Provided 
^ith this important record, Poniatofsky repaired toWarfaw, 
where Augoilus rewTirded his perfidy by giving bim in 
marriage the princefs Chartoriniky, a defcendant of the 
houfe of YageUon. Staniflaus Poniatofsky was the fruit •f 
Ihis marriage. 1 

1 3 cxpeft-.. 
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cxpcftations. He met with tolerable fuccefs at 
t^aris, where the friendfliip of the fwedifl\.am- 
baflador procured him diftinguifhed connexions; 
but his mother, who dreaded the influence which 
the too bewitching pleafures of that chy might 
have upon him, wrote to him her commands 
to leave it. Poniatofsky immediately quitted 
France and repaired to England, where he found 
fir Charles Hanbury Williams, whom he had 
formerly known at the court of Warfaw ; and 
who, being appointed by the cabinet of London 
to the embafly of Peterfburg, engaged him to 
accompany him thither, Without bearing any 
title that attached him to the embafly, the young 
Pole employed himfclf in the cabinet of the am- 
baflfador, and ferved him in the office of fc- 
cretary. He even determined at firft to confine 
himfclf to diplomatic aflfairs; but the tafl:e for 
diflipation to which he. had long been accuft:omcd, 
his youth, the fcducing opportunities which daily 
prefcnted themfelves, foon brought him back to 
the purfuit of pleafure. He was by nature of a 
gay, witty, and fpirited difpofition, and therefore 
adapted to fucceed ^t a court where amufement 
feemed to be the mod important concern. Ac* 
cordingly it was not long before he perceived 
the impreflion he had made upon the heart of 
Catharine. 

Poniatofsky, 
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Poniatofsky, bold and even audacious, was yet 
awed by the high rank of the grand duchcfs ; and 
the ob(ervanc eyes of the numerous courtiers 
obliged him to reprefs his ardour. For fomc 
time tRe two lovers converfcd only by their 
looks; but to thcfe mute convcrfations at length 
others fucceedcd in which they reciprocally de- 
clared their attachment, and confultcd on the 
means of indulging their inclinations without 
conftraint. 

Led by the fcveral motives of intcreft and 
vanity, fome pcrfons of the court, who watched 
the motions of the grand duchcfs only to thwart 
and cenfure her views, loft no time in informing 
the emprcfs Elizabeth of the new intrigue of her 
adoptive niece. 

Elizabeth had no efteem for her nephew j 
(he cared but little for the honour of the grand 
duchefss (he was in general not more fevere to- 
wards the conduA of others, than careful of her 
own i in (hort, (he was always afraid to puni(h 5 
but the extreme facility with which (he followed 
the counlcls of the perfons about her, made her 
often aft with a rigour entirely abhorrent to 
her general charaftcr. She gave orders to 
Poniatofsky to quit Ruflia without delay. Por 
niatofsky obeyed. 

14 By 
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By continuing to cabal againft the grand duke, 
and by removing Sokikoff from the jcourt, the 
chanccUor BeftuchefF had negleded nothing for 
jftrengthening his party with that of the grand 
ducheis. His devorion to this princefs appeared 
to increafe from day to day. He Battered her 
inclinations ; he even miniftered to them ; he 
made her at length forget that he had been 
the chief caufe of the ruin of her firft k>ver. 
She thought (he might make ufe of him in re- 
covering the fecond. The old minifter pro- 
mifed his return, and haftened his endeavours to 
fulfil it. Poniatofsky he thought far lefs to be 
dreaded than SokikofF, He knew that the heart 
of Catharine could never remain in a ftate of 
inaftion: he therefore preferred feeing a fo- 
reigner rather than a Ru0ian, the objeft of her 
choice* 

The grand chancellor was intimately con- 
nedled with the count de Bruhl, prime minifter 
of the king of Poland. He acquainted him by 
letter with the paffion the grand duchefs enter- 
tained for Poniatofsky, and the advantage to be 
derived of fendipg the jroung Pole to RufTia, in- 
vefted with a charader that would ferve as a plau- 
fible pretext for his return. The count de Bruhl 
immediately perceived the importance of the 

projeft i 
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projeft J fomc embarraffmcnt, however, atCcndcd 
its execution : two pofitivc laws in direft Of^»<* 
fition to bis views on the favourite muft be 
infringed in their behalf. 

Every Pole, in poffeffion of a ftarofty, was 
prohibited by the former from <juitting the 
republic. 

The other enjoined, that 'ti Pok could never 
be charged at a foreign court with the manage- 
ment of theafFairs of Saxony, nor a Saxon with 
thofe of Poland. 

But Bruhl had often the art of making the 

laws fubfcrvient to his will. The neceflity of 

gaining the afcendant at the court of RufTia, and 

the deiire of &rther conciliating the favour of 

the ruffian minifter, whom the Saxon regarded 

as one of his chief fupports, obviated every ob- 

jeftion. Poniatofsky was publicly decorated 

with the order of the White Eagle j and foon 

after a fccret council was held, in which he was 

named minifter plenipotentiary of the republic 

and king of Poland to the emprefs Elizabeth. 

The cuftomary convocation of the Jenatus con- 

aliutn was even neglcfted on this occafion. 

The indignation of all patriot Poles was ex- 
cited at this tranfaftion. But they were not 
aware that the new plenipotentiary was the crea- 
ture 
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turc of Chartorinlki, and devoted to the politrcs 
of England and Pruflia. 

Durand, a man of perfpicacity and courage, 
charged with the concerns of France in the ab- 
fcncc of the count de Broglio, repaired to count 
Bruhl, to remonftrate with him on the choice he 
had made, at a moment when it was of fo much 
importance to Poland to keep on good terms 
with the courts of Vienna and Verfailles. The 
count by a falfehood attempted to impofc on the 
agent of France j he proteftcd that he had 
exerted no influence in the nomination of Ponia- 
tofsky i and in the meanwhile haftened his de- 
parture with the greater zeal. 

Bruhl, become now the patron of Poniatofsky, 
omitted nothing on his part to enfure a fucccfs 
that might juftify his choice. He well knew 
the uneafinefs that pervaded the'rufTian court, 
while it afFcfted an exterior of oriental magnifi- 
cence. He was not ignorant that Elizabeth was 
iavilhing on her minions, and the inventors of 
fumptuous and fantadical feftivities, the fums 
that fhould be applied to the wants of the em- 
pire i in (horr, he knew that the grand duke and 
grand duchefs were languifhing in a penury un- 
worthy of their rank. He therefore remitted to 
Poniatofsky 6000 ducats, that, on prelTing emer- 
gencies, 



i- 
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gcncics, he might advance them to the prince and 
his confort, and thereby conciliate their entire 
concurrence. Poniatofsky dexteroufly profited 
by the counfels and benefaftions of Bruhl. He 
was already fure of the grand duchefs's heart i 
he fuccceded foon after with the fpoufe. He 
talked engliOi and german with him; he drank^ 
fmoaked, fpoke ill of France, abufed the French, 
and extolled the king of Prulfia with unlimited 
praife. In addition to fo many recommend- 
ations, he affcfted an immoderate purfuit of 
plcafure. But the Poles, and even the Ruffians, 
foon penetrated his ambitious defigns, and pre* 
tended that he was facrificing the interefts of his 
mafter and the Chartorinfkies to his own private 
views. Time has fince flicwn that they were not 
deceived* 

What indeed might not a man of penetration 
and addrefs have done in thofe days at the court 
of Peterfburg ? What were the principal perfon- 
ages at that luxurious, intriguing, and profligate 
court ? 

The emprefs Elizabeth had infenfibly pro- 
ceeded from moderate pleafures to the extrava- 
gance of fenfuality ; and her tafte for devotion 
apgmentcd with her voluptuoufnefs. She con- 
tinued whole hours on her knees before: the pic- 
ture 
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twc-af fomc faint *, to whkh (i\t ipokc^ 'which 
fiie-even confultcd, and paffcd alternately from 
wEks of 43^try to the intemperance of luft, and 
frOBji fcencs of lafcivioufncfs to the opiates of 
pr^ifcr. She would frequently drink to excefs ; 
«nd at fuch times^ too ienfual^ too impatient for 
the delays of unlacing, her women ufed to cffeft 
tKe iame purpofe by means of the fcifTars. Ja 
whzt manner fuch nights wer€ paffed, it beoon>es 
not the hiAorian to undraw her curtains to 
fcveaU 

• The worfliip of the pidlurcs of faints is m univcrfal 
prafUce in the orthodox greek church. The ticcalogue, ft 
fecmsy forbids only ^nrvtn images. — Notwithflanding the 
unbounded toleration which prevails in ^uflia, there is fbill 
what is called a predominant reltgioui and to which , as 
John James obferves, the prince and the exccutioijcr always 
belong. The fyftem of faith adopted by the tzar and the 
native Ruffians is that denominated by divines the 'grcei 
religion, which in fbme particulars differs from the latin. 
Without tiring the reader with a circumftantial expofttion of 
thcfe idle diftinftions, to fay nothing of their feveral notions 
about the proceifion of the holy ghoft, and of the quality 
of the bread in the facramcnt, it will be fufficient to obfer\c 
that the Greeks deny the fuprcmacy of the roman pontiff in 
church matters, and condemn the worihip of carved images. 
Accordingly -they have no images in their churches, but 
multitudes of pij^urcs, reprelifnting thoufands of faints, to 
Which they pay almoft the fame divine honours as to the 
deity himfclf. 

The 
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' The grand duchefs, bKnderf by her paffio»» 

and confequently unmindful of the leffoos of pni«* 

dence which her mother had left her> but whicil 

flje afterwards took for the guides of her cqb^ 

duft, betrayed a faint imitation of the irregu^* 

hrides of her aunt. She followed no comkctsi 

but thofe of BeftuchefF^ the engUih amba(&dor 

WilKams, and the gallant Poniatofsky. On 

which occafion^ a foreigner then at Pcterfbw^ 

obfcrred, in allufion to thefc three perfonages, 

that (he could not fail of being badly conduftcd^ 

fincc fhe took for her guides men fo confummate 

in knavery, madnefs, and folly. -Poniato&ky 

was never from her ; fhe devoted to Wm die 

whole of her rime ; and flie made fo little fecri5t 

of this inthnacy, that public report was very 

loud to her prejudice. The grand duchefs was 

after fbme months delivered of the prinoefi 

Anne *', whd lived only fifteen months. 

The grand duke was the only man at court 
that knew nothing of what was paffing. Nbf 
ought this to excite our furprife. Petcn though^ 
as we have fcen, apparently marked out for par- 
ticular exploits, by having at once two diftinft 
offers of a crown, yet the men among whom he 
was thrown did not co-operate with the finger of 

* In the month, of February 1758. 

fortune^ 
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ftrcooe. His education had been entirely fie«« 
^eifted b Holftein ; his oaturally good under-' 
Smding was not enriched with fcience ; his ve« 
Irmcnt temper was undircftcd to ufcful exertion, 
unlbftencd by culture to the tender affeftions, and 
by love to the fine arts. In Ruflia his fituation 
aflfbrded him but little opportunity, awed as he 
was by the chancellor BcftuchefF Riumih, for 
improving his qualities or extending his know- 
ledge. He was young, and had no honeft friend. 
The image of his illuftrious grandfather might 
prefent itfclf to his imagination ; but he found 
no guide to affift him in the emulation of his 
great example. Kept at a diftance from all bu- 
fincfs of public concern, he confined himfelf 
almoft folcly to the company of his Holfteiners, 
and to the exercifcs of his gcrman foldiers. 
His enemies had even robbed him of the affec- 
tion of his aunt, and drove to fow difcord be- 
tween him and his fpoufe. Diftrufl and appre- 
henfion muft frequently have got pofTeffion of 
his foul ; and in thofe moments he had recourfe 
to artificial exhilarations that were unworthy of 
him. 

What wonder then that he was blinded to 
nrhat fo nearly concerned him ? Befidcs> being 
always a great admirer of the king of Pruflia, he 
now devoted ^himfelf entirely to copy, with a 

fcrvilc 
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fcrvilc afFeftation, the air, the manners, the tone 
of that monarch. He drcffcd his little army at 
Oranienbaum in the pruffian uniform, and wore 
it himfclf j he fatigued his fbldiers in ufeleft 
manoeuvres and painful exercifcs : from thcfe he 
fat down to the excefles of the table, and in the 
delirium of intemperance would declare, that he 
would one day be the conqueror of the north, 
and the rival of the pruffian hero. But how great 
was the difference between the imitator and the 
model ! 

The grand chancellor, inceffantly occupied 
in his projedb of vilifying and calumniating the 
prince, and of favouring the inclination of Ca- 
tharine, in the hope that when (he Ihould have 
afcended the throne (he would keep him in his 
place, forgot the intercft of the empire in attend- 
ing to his own. The other minifters, who for 
the moft part were creatures devoted to his 
views, followed the fteps of their mafter. 

The RazumofHkys, the SchuvalofFs, the 
Tlhoglokoffs, the Nariflikins, the VorontzpfFs, 
and the whoW herd of courtiers, while they law 
the depravity of their patrons, meanly fuppreffcd 
their contempt, or ftifled it with flattery. 

The people, who could eafily fee the diforders 
of the court, feemed afraid to lift their eyes on 
Elizabeth. They revered in her the blood of 

Peter 



Peter tfie great, without taking umbrage at her 
vices. Such force has ftill the impuifion given 
by the legidator of Ruffia ! So far is the Ruf- 
fian addiflcd to obedienccj and hardened to the 
yoke ! 

The emprefs Elizabeth had ordered general 
Apraxin to march, with 40,000 Ruffians, to 
affift Maria Thcrefa in re-conquering Silefia 
from the king of Pruffia. The grand duke, 
lamenting to fee thefc fuccours difpatchcd againft 
a monarch whom he admired to idolatry, applied 
to BeftuchefFto induce him to recall the troops. 
The count entertained no violent afFcftion for 
Frederic j on the contrary, he was a warm par- 
tifan of the court of Vienna. Above all, he 
had no defire to do any thing that would pleafc 
the grand duke. But Elizabeth was juft fallen 
fick, the grand duke might prefently be called 
to the throne ; and BeftuchcfF, wifliing at any 
price to prefcrve his authority, facrificed his 
hatred, his affeftions, and the honour of the 
empire, to his unbridled ambition. He fent 
orders to general Apraxin to abandon his con- 
^tiefls, and to haftcn his return : but for this 
once he was the dupe of his own cunning. 

This retreat, fo unaccountable to Elizabeth, 

gave her ground to fufpeft diat flie had been 

betrayed by her minifters or her generals. 

15 Marfhal 
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Marfhal Apraxin was removed from the com- 
mand, and put under arreft. He juftified his 
conduct by producing the orders from count 
BeftuchefF. Beftuchcflfwas removed from his 
office, and alfo put under arreft. Count Vo- 
rontzofFfucceeded BeftuchefF in his employment* 
and the generals Brown * and Fermer took the 
command of the army in the place of Apraxin. 

The 

* General Brown was a native of Ireland, and was bora 
in the beginning of the prefent century. Being a roman 
catholic, he was compelled to feek his fortune in foreign 
countries by the exertion of thofe talents which he would 
willingly have dedicated to the fervice of his own. He firft 
entered the aufirian, and afterwards the ruffian fervice. 
While a&ing under count Munich againft the Turks, in 
the campaigns of 1737 and 173^, he diilinguifhed himfelf 
at the (lege of Otchakof ; being fent with a corps of troops 
into Hungary, he was taken prifoner by the Turks, fold 
as a (lave, and transferred to four different mafters. At 
one time he was bound back to back with another prifoner 
for eight-and-forty hours, and expofed, almoft naked, at the 
various pkces where (laves are brought for fale. He had 
then borne the rank of colonel in the ruffian fervke, but 
gave out that he was only a captain, in order to leflen th^ 
price of his ranfom. Having been accidentally met by a 
gentleman to whom he was perfonally known, he fent an 
account of his fituation to the french ambaffador, who 
found means to purchafe him for 300 ducats. But his 
lurkifh mafler difcovering that he was of higher rank than 
ht had pretended, re*claimed his prifoner, and threatened to 

you I. K life 
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The affair was thus. Though Bcftucheff had 
got a great number of partirans> and a ftill 
greater number of creatures, he had alfo many 
enemies I and thefe enemies had a glimpfe of a 
means for eflfefting his ruin, which they eagerly 
feized. Tbcy perceived that it would be no 
difficult matter for them to caufe hatred and 
quarrels to fucceed to the coldnefs which for a 
long time had been vifible between Peter and 
his fpoufe, and that they might then bring Bef« 
tucheff to punifliment, as the primary caufe, not 
only of thefe difagreements, but even for the 
eftrangement which the emprefs evinced to her 
nephew. 

This plan once concerted, the firft ftep was 
to call the prince's attention to the frequent 
converfations of Poniatofsky with the grand 
duchefe. Their gcftures were watched s every 
little word that efcaped them, which might fervc. 
as a pretext for fome alluHon, was carefully laid 
hold of. One evening in particular, when the 
grand duchefs was at table with a numerous 

• ' 

ufe force in order to recover him. The french ambaffador, 
however, applied to the grand viziri who decided in his favour. 
Count Brown recovered his liberty, and returned to Ruffii, 
where he was gradually promoted, and died governor of 
Riga in 1789, at the age of 88.— -Sec Coxc** Travclt, 8vo. 
voLiL p. 4171 4x8. 

company. 
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company, and feated facing Poniatofsky, the 
difcourfe fell upon the dexterity with which 
fome women managed a horfe, and the dangers 
to which the^ expofed themfelves in that exer- 
cife. Cacharincj who had her eyes fixed on her 
lover, anfwered in her lively manKj^r : *' There 
^' are few Vomen fo bold as I^^m. I am of an 
•' unbounded courage." Thefc words were 
immediately reported to the grand duke, accom- 
panied with fuggeftions that might occafion fome 
(inifter application to arife in his mind. 

The jealoufy of Peter being thus alarmed, 
they loft no time to fofter thefe furmifes of 
the hufband into proofs of the infidelity of the 
wife, in her love for the Polander, and the cri* 
minal correlpondence they mutually entertained. 
The prince was overwhelmed with grief and 
confternation. He bewailed his misfortune, and 
condemned his imprudence. He no longer 
obferved the confideration and refpedt he had 
hitherto fhewn the grand duchefs, and forbad 
her to be fecn with Poniatofsky. He then 
haftened to the emprefs, and befbught her to 
avenge the affront he had received -, telling her, 
at the fame time, that the chancellpr had not 
only favoured the mifcondud of the grand 
duchefs, but had repeatedly betrayed the confi- 
dence of his imperial aunt. He concluded this 
K 2 zddrcis^ 
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addrcfs, by Ihcwing her the order fent by that 
minifter to marfhal Apraxin^ to make him re- 
treat from Silcfia. 

Elizabethj moved at the forrows of her ne- 
phew, and inccnfcd at the treachery of Beftucheff, 
gave orders to arreft him on the foot. The 
chancellor was at once deprived ot his place^ 
tried, pronounced guilty of high treafon, and 
fcntenced to death. But the emprefs contented 
herfclf with banifhing him to an eftate lao verfts 
beyond Mofco. Thus paflTed all at once, from 
the pinnacle of power into bondage, that man 
who could make Ruflia tremble at his word, and 
controuled the fortunes of a great part of Europe ! 
Such were the explanations univerfally believed 
at the time ; and the confequence was, as faid 
above, that count VorontzofF fucceeded Beftu- 
chefFin the office of grand chancellor. 

Catharine, who thought fhe had every thing 
to apprehend from the refcntment of her huf- 
band, now faw herfelf abandoned on all fides. 
The courtiers who had been the moft affiduous 
in their flatteries, were now the firft to forfakc 
her. Great minds rebound from error with a 
force proportionate to that which impelled them 
to it : the grand duchcfs was fcnfiblc to the extent 
of her imprudence j but her courage never for- 
fook her. Refolved to employ that eloquence 

which 
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which had formerly fbcceeded fo well with the 
cmpreis, fhe demanded an audience ; which £li« 
zabcth refufed. She then thought it advifable to 
apply to the ambaifador of France *3 becaufe, as 
well from his fituacion as his perfbnal talents^ that 
minifter had conGderable infiuence at court. She 
intreated him to ufe his intereft pn her behalf, and 
to reprefcnt to the emprefs how extremely Ihc 
was diftrefled at the lofs of her favour ; and that 
if it were pofTible (he rould difpleafe her, the 
finc^rity of her contrition, with fuch a heart as 
Elizabeth's, could not plead in vain for pardoa. 

The ambaflador was not deficient in marks of 
refpeft for the princefc; he gave her fuch con- 
folations and advice as his prudence fuggefted; 
but he thought it not confident with propriety to 
attempt to efFedt a reconciliation which appeared 
to him impoffible. 

Catharine therefore rfemained for fome time 
in this diftreffing fituation. She had at once to 
iupport the averfion of the grand duke, the in- 
dignation of the emprefs, the infuldng difdain of 
a court which, a few days before, was lavifli of 
its affiduities and fmilcs j and, what afflidled her 
much more, the dread of lofmg for ever her 
^vourite Poniatofsky. 

• M.del'H6piuL 

K3 The 
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The young Pole was not lefs a prey to dif- 
quietude than hcrfclf. He had juft received 
from Warfaw letters of recal j and yet he could 
not refolve upon quitting Ruflia. Feigning an 
indirpofition> he conBned himfelf all day to his 
hotelj and in the obfcurity of the winter even- 
bgs repaired to Catharine's apartments. But the 
ever-waking eyes of fufpicion and malice were 
continually upon them. Their places of aflign- 
ation were difcovered i and the emprefs, whofe 
cars were open to every ule, was foon made 
acquiainted with thefe tran(a6tions. 

The return of fummer threw frefh difficulties 
in the way of thefe interviews. The grand 
duchefs was obliged to accompany her hufband 
to Oranienbaum ; and Poniatofsky was reduced 
to the neceffity of having recourfe to all manner 
of difguifes for gaining admiffion to this palace. 
One day, having put on a convenient habit, 
and fauntering in one of the walks of the grounds 
where Catharine had appointed to meet him, he 
was recognized by one of the domeftics, who 
prefendy ran to acquaint the grand duke. The 
prince, willing to humiliate Poniatofsky, ordered 
one of the moft athletic of his ruflian officers to 
be fetched ; and after having given him the cha- 
rafteriftic defcription of the Pole, commanded 

hini 
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fam to go^up to him unawares in the groundsi 
and bring him cither voluntarily or by force. 

The officer was not long in coming up with 
the man who anfwered the defcription he had re- 
ceived; when he roughly interrogated him, Who 
he was ? and what he would have ? Poniatofsky, 
thus taken by furprife, fcarcely knowing what an* 
fwcr to make, Hammered out the firft thing that 
occurred : that he was a german taylor, and that 
he was come to Oranienbaum to take meafure of 
a holftein officer for a fuit of clothes '^ I have 
*• orders to bring you to the grand duke," replied 
the Ruffian.—" I muft decline the honour, though 
'* my fortune may depend upon it : I have not a 
** moment of time,*' returned the Pole. — " Oh, 
*' as to the matter of time, whether you have 
'* time or not, you muft follow me," anfwered the 
officer. Having faid this, on feeing ibme figns 
of reluAance in the other, he made a flip-knot 
in his handkerchief, which he threw over his 
neck, and thus led him captive to the feet of the 
prince. 

The grand duke, feeing Poniatofsky brought 
like a malefador before him, aiTumed an angry air, 
and in a feigned paffion foundly rated the officer 
for making fuch a miftake; but afterwards amuied 
himielf with the adventure ac the expence of the 
K 4 county 
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countj and affcftied chiefly to relate it in the prc- 
fence of Catharine. 

It was about this time thatj whether in com- 
pliance with an involuntary pafTion^ forpafllons 
arc involuntary in fuch chara&ers as Peter,, 
whether he thought to avenge hlmfelf for the in- 
fidelities of his wife> the grand duke formed an 
attachment with one of the three daughters of 
the fenator VorontzofF, brother of the new chan- 
cellor. The eldeft of thcfe fillers, madamc 
Boutturlin, was juftly reckoned one of the hand- 
fomeft ladies of Ruflla. The youngeft, who has* 
fince played fo aAive and refblute a part, under 
the name of the princefs DaflikofF, was equally 
handfome, and moreover endowed with excra-^ 
ordinary talents -, but as for the third, Elizabeth 
Romanovna VorontzofF*, of whom Peter was. 
fo pafllonately enamoured, flie was neither witty 
in converfation, graceful in behaviour, nor 
beautiful in perfonf. Her good-humour, fo 

♦ The French author here adds, ** to whom the grand 
duke gave the title of countefs," by miflake. She was a 
countdfs by birth. 

f Notwithftanding thia aflertion, (he was faid to have 
been very handfome at that time ; latterly, it is true, ihc 
grew corpulent. As madame Polianfki, ihe' was an ex* 
cellent wife to the admiral of that name, a good mother^ 
and a charitable and worthy woman* 

congenial 
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congenial to his own, fcduced him> her caprices . 
amufed him, and the habit of living with her 
Ibon gained her an imperious afcendant over hinu 
The fenator VorontzofF, an infipid and ambi- 
tious courtier, with abjeft complaifance, con- 
nived at the commerce of the prince with his 
daughter. 

In the mean time the health of Elizabeth be- 
gan viGbly to decline ; and the necellity of in- 
dulging repofe, in addition to her natural indo- 
lence, rendered her more negligent than ever of 
the affairs of government. It was with difficulty 
the new grand chancellor VorontzoflF could pre- 
vail on her to fet her fignature to the official 
diipatches; fhe could only fummon up the feat- 
tcrcd remains of her fpirits for her cuftomarjr 
diffipations. Feilivities, balls, mafquerades, and 
brilliant (hows dill yielded a faint amufements 
and dreading to lie down upon a reftlefs pillow^ 
(he went to the opera or the play at eleven^ 
pafled the reft of the night at table, and went to 
bed at five in the morning. BufinefTes of the 
graveft import appeared now as trifles to her. 
Acquainted with the paffion of her nephew for 
the young countefs Vorontzoff, to whom fhe 
firornfuUy gave the nick-name of la Pompadour, 
ihe liftened with avidity to the idle tales that 
were brought her of the pardoilars of theur 

amorous 
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amorous revels; feeming to fcek in fuch anec* 
^nes fome palliation for her own infirmities. 
But flit nevercheleis continued to meet the looks 
of the prince with a face of indifference^ and often 
ofooddnefs. 

Catharine^ who waited with impatience for a 
favourable opportunity of reconciliation with the 
erAprefSy now that a fufficient interval of filence 
had elapfedy thought it her duty to renew her 
efforts. She threw herfelf at her feet, and im- 
plored her forgivenefs; but the irritated mo<- 
liarch would liftei^ to no accommodation, ex- 
cept on the moft mortifying conditions. It was 
^fm-wards propofed to her, by meflage, to con- 
kk her guilt, and to fubmit co the clemency of 
her hufband and the emprefs. 

From this moment Catharine fummoned up 
an her pride. She purpofcly avoided appearing 
at court, kept clofe to her apartments, and 
aficed leave of the emprefs to retire into Ger- 
many s a permiflion which Aie was very fure of 
being rcfufedj becaufe, knowing ^hc extreme 
fondnefs of Elizabeth for the young Paul Petro- 
irhch, fhe had no reafbn to apprehend that that 
prineefs would confcnt to fee the departure of the 
mother of a child which would thereby be ex- 
pofed to the hazard of being hereafccr declared 
iHeg^dffmte. The ftratagem fucceeded: w 

accorn* 
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accommodation (hortly after cnfued. Atthevcrjr 
moment when fhe was thought on the brink of 
irremediable difgracc, to the great aftonifhment 
of the court, fhe made her appearance at the 
theatre, by the fide of the emprefs, who caiic- 
fiiUy drew upon her the notice of the (pedators 
by the particularity of her attentions. 

It is true that, in the private converladon 
which the grand duchefs had with the emprefs, flic 
promifed no longer to permit the vifits of Po* 
niatofsky ; and thenceforward flie adlually held 
a greater refcrvc in her conduft. Poniatofsky 
almofl: immediately demanded his audience of 
leave. But, as his attachment to Catharine was 
founded more on ambition than love, and, de- 
termined to negleft nothing that might add frefli 
fuel to a paflion that afterwards elevated him to 
the throne of Poland, he found new pretences 
for ftill prolonging his ftay in Peterfburg. 

In the mean tjme the cabal formed by BeC- 
tuchefF had not been annihilated by the difgracc 
of that minifter; and the enemies of the grand 
duke continued on all occafions to blacken him 
in the eyes of his aunt. They gladly took ad- 
vantage of the ficknefe and infirmity of that 
princefs, to make her believe that Peter openly 
rejoiced in her approaching diflfolution, and 
xnanifefted his impatience to enter into his 

heritagCt 
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heritage. The mind of the cmprefs, already too 
incenfed againft her nephew, was cruelly wounded 
by thefc reports. In the firft emotions of rc- 
ientment, (he fuffered fome menaces to efcape 
her of depriving him of the fucccflion. At firft 
it was thought by fome that fhe intended to 
reftore the inheritance to prince Ivan, dethroned 
by her twenty years before, and whom (he ftill 
kept languifhing in a dungeon. Others fup- 
pofed, with greater reafon, that fhe had formed 
the defign of caufing the infant Paul Petrovitch 
to fupplant his father. Not many days after *, 
while the grand duke was at Oranienbaum, fhe 
unexpeftedly gave orders to have a play got 
ready ; and, contrary to ufual cuftom, fhe had 
neither the foreign minifters nor the perfons of 
her court invited. The grand duchefs, her fon^ 
and the moft intimate favourites were her only 
attendants. No fooner was fhe feated in the im- 
perial box, than fhe began to complain of the 
ihinnefs of the houfe, and concluded by faying 
that the foldiers of her guard mufl be admitted. 
In an inftant the theatre was full. Then, taking 
in her arms the litde Paul Petrovitch, fhe pre^ 
fented him to the view of thofe veteran warriors 
to whom fhe was indebted for the throne -, and^ 

* Id the month of December 1761. 
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praifing his winning fmiles, his (Iriking phyliog- 
noniy, his endearing qualities of heart and 
snind> (he fcemed to afk of them the fame at- 
tachment for him which they had (hewn to her. 
The foldiers replied by reiterated (houts of ap- 
plaufe. If Elizabeth had proceeded to explain 
herfelf farther, Peter had been excluded from 
the throne for ever : but, notwithftanding the. 
cnthufiaftic vocifcrarions of her guards, the 
cmprefs ftopped (hort in her encomiums, fat 
down in her feat, and the piece went on. It is 
probable that (he thought it ncQcBkry firft to 
found their difpolitions, in order to execute her 
projeft with greater folemnity and precaution 5 
it may be Ukewife, that (he meant only to intimi- 
date the grand duke by (hewing him how de- 
pendent he was on her will. 

The news of this fcene was prefcntly fpread 
abroad, and gave rife to many refledlions. On 
this occa(ion the public recoUeded an old 
opinion, undoubtedly falfe, but which, circu- 
lated in whifpers, had gained fome credit, at 
the. time of the birth of Paul Petrovitch. It 
was pretended, that the emprefs Elizabeth 
had gained over by bribes the nur(e of the 
grand ducbe(s's child, and caufed a (on (he 
had had by Razumofflky to be fubftituted in 
its place* 

Yeti 
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Yet, whatever were the dcfigns of the emprcfr 

Elizabeth, the execution of them was prevented 

by the hand of death. A few days after the 

tranfadlion in favour of the infant prince, (he 

perceived her health to be fcnfibly declining 

from day to day. Tormented with violent pains 

in her bowels, which no medicines were found 

to afluage, for procuring fome refpite to fufFer- 

ing nature, (he had more frequent recourie tq 

her cuftomary means of ftifling fenfibility in the 

ftupefaftions brought on by the ufe of ftrong 

waters. In vain did her phyficians reprefent to 

her that (he herfelf was contributing to fruftrate 

jthcir efforts, and acceleradng the period of her 

days. In vain did her attendants, by facriHcing 

obedience to afFcdion, fecretly remove or deftroy 

the intoxicating beverage : fhe would conftantly 

have a cafe of it in her chamber, of which the 

key was always kept within reach. It was now 

clearly feen that her end was rapidly approaching* 

The interefted and ambitious, who had feverally 

been contending for honours or wealth, now 

formed into bands in order to (Irengthen their 

(brces^ and prcfcndy divided into two very 

oppoGte parties. 

The former was made up of the remains 

of the friends of BeftuchefF^ whole cabals all 

tended in favour of Catharine, and of which^ 

15 after 
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after the exile of the old chancellor, count Iruk 
Ivanovicch SchuvalofF had been coofidered as 
chief. SchuvalofF, whofe rapacity made the 
ruflian merchants tremble, and whofe infolent 
peculations incenfed the grand duke ; SchuvaloflF^ 
convinced that his power and his profperity rail 
great hazard of becoming extinft with the life of 
Elizabeth, and feeing no other means of efcaping 
the vengeance of the prince than by cutting him 
off from all hopes of the cr6wn ; fteadily ad«- 
hering to the plan that had been, twenty years 
before, chalked out by Beftucheff, and reding 
on the well-known intentions of the empreis^ 
confemed fb far that Peter (hould be eleded 
fovereign of Ruflia, but was for giving the re* 
gency tojhe grand duchefs, under the authority 
of a council, in which he modedly offered him'- 
ielf to prefide. 

Though fecrctly irritatedat feeing Ivan Schu- 
valofF appropriating to himfelf fo great a ihare 
in this partition, yet the grand duchefs feconded 
with all her efforts the plan of the favourite* 
To this ihe was animated by the twofold motive 
of ambition and fear. But the more (he was 
defirous of obtaining the fbvereign power, the 
more carefully (he concealed that defirc. To- 
wards thofc who, from the nature' of theic 
employment or ftation, approached her bus 
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feldom, (he covered her fchcmes with an ap- 
parent indifference, and (he perpetually repeated 
to her mod intimate confidants, that " the tide 
*• of the mother of the emperor (he (hould 
«* always think preferable to that of his fpou(e.'* 
On the other hand, (he could not di(remble that^ 
fince her infidelities were known to the grand 
duke, fhe had every thing to dread from the re- 
fentment of that prince. He did not conceal 
the animofity he bore her, of which (he bad 
cyTdent proofs at various dmes. 

The other party into which the court was 
^lit, and which defended the rights of Peter to 
iucceed to the throne^ was headed by the fenator 
Vorontzo(F, brother of the new grand chancellor. 
This VorontzofF was more ambitious, and at the 
feme time more (brdid, than any of his com- 
petitors for power. He was not deftitute of 
fegacity and courage ; but the former he only 
employed in feeking means of intrigue, and his 
courage in braving contempt. His daughter 
was publicly the miftrefs of the grand dukes and 
the fenator, who, as before obferved, had him- 
ielf prepared and formed this connexion, now 
neglefted nothing for drawing it clofer. The 
accefs which he had to the grand duke, furni(hed 
him with frequent opportunities of exa(perating 
him more againft his wife^ and of difcourfing on 

what 



£MPR£SS CATHARINE II. 145 

what it would be advifable to do on afcendlng 
the throne. He fuccceded fo well in gaining 
his confidence, that the prince determined on 
nothing till he had confulted the county or 
previoufly informed him of his intention through 
his daughter. In fhort, according to the infti- 
gations of Vorontzoff, and fome other courtiers at 
the devotion of that fenator, the grand duke re- 
folved to afTemble the troops at the inftant the 
emprefs ihould clofe her eyes, to caufe himfelf 
to be proclaimed emperor, to repudiate the 
grand duchefs, to declare the young Paul Pe- 
trovitch illegitimate, and publicly to marry his 
miftrcfs Elizaveta Romanovna Vorontzoff. 

All things feemed to concur to the fucceis of 
this emerprile. The grand duke, it is true, was 
not agreeable to the courtiers, but he was ftill 
refpeftcd by (he people, who looked up to him 
as the offspring of Peter the great. VorontzofF 
had, moreover, far greater addrefs than Schuval^fF, 
und he laid his account that England would fur- 
nifh htm with confiderable fums. 

In the midft of this train of things, the per- 
petual intrigues and agitations with which the 
two parties filled the court of the dying monarch, 
and whoie animofities were augmentmg from 
day to day,^ there ftarted up all at once a man 
who undertook to calm their tempers, com- 
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promife their differences, and even reconcile their 
opinions. This man was Nikita Ivanovitch count 
Panin, who afterwards for many years filled the 
place of prime minifter to Catharine, and was then 
juft returned from Stockholm, where he had 
long refided in a diplomatic capacity. 

Count Panin was of an obfcure family, and iet 
out in life as a foldier in one of the regiments of 
horfe guards*. Under the patronage of prince 

Kourakin 

' * Count Nikita Ivanovitch Panin, minifter 0/ the de- 
partment for foreign affairs, was bom the 15th of Septem* 
ber 1 7 18. His family was originally from the repubh'c of 
Lucca, whence they came to RufBa fome time in the ijtH 
century. His father ferved under Peter the great, and was 
fo fortianate as to obtain the' particular favour of his fo- 
vereign. He was promoted to the rank of lieutenant-generalf 
and died in 1736 of the confequences of the wounds he had 
received in feveral battles, leaving behind him two fons. 
The elder was entrufled with the moft important concemft 
of the empire, and educated the heir of the crown ; the 
fecond gave many proofs of courage and military (kill in the 
pruflian war, governed as ftadtholder the whole of the 
country conquered from Pruflia, afterwards led his army 
againft the Turks, ftormed Bender, effeduated the inde- 
pendency of the Krim Tartars ; laftly, after he had for 
fome years retired from the fervice at his own requeft, 
quelled a great infurredlxon ; and, by this important fervice 
rendered to his country, obtiained the appellation of defender 
of the nobles, againft whom the attacks of the rebels were 
chiefly dire£ted. Our Nikita Ivanovitch, by his good con* 

duft. 
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fJlourakin he became gentleman of the bed- 
chamber. The emprefs foon noticed him from 
the people of the palace, and thought he might 
be employed in confidential affairs. Accordingly 
jhc (ent him in 1749 to Sweden, with the title 
of minifter plenipotentiary at the court of Stock- 
holm. On his return* he had been appointed 
governor to prince Paul Petrovitch. Panin had 
received but little help from education ; in na- 
tural talents he did not rife above mediocrity ; 
but^ as is often obfervable in minds of that 
ftamp, he found nothing arduous or difficult, 
but thought always that cunning was equal to 
wifdom. Obftinate and inflexible in his opi« 
nions, which being neither founded on judgment 
nor derived from experience, were not always 



du^, and the intereft of his relation prince Kourakin, v/ho 
had married his filler^ procured him accefs to the court on 
all occafions. The emprefs Elizaheth Petrovna^ at her ac-^ 
cefiBon, made him a gentleman of the bed-chamber ; and the 
particular favour (he (hewed him, prefently made him an 
obje& of jealoufy and enyy, two vices that are faid to be no 
ftrangers in courts. His enemies engaged in feveral intrigues 
in hopes of removing him from the palace ; but, as in all his 
behaviour they could find no handle for calumny, they 
were reduced to the nece(nty of employing his merits to 
further their aim. They reprefented to the emprefs hit 
dexterity in political matters, and he was fent in 1747 a« 
mlniiicr plenipotentiary to the dani(h court. 

U 2 the 
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the moft juil^ yet he feemed to imagine thsrc 
V^hat he knew and what he thought was always 
the beft. However, in the latter years of his 
lifey afcer he had done with all public afiairs^ he 
has often confefled to his friends, that durii;ig the 
whole courfe of his miniftry he made it the 
bafis of his condudt in all negotiations, either 
$3reign or domeitic, to gain time, a^d tr^ift 
chiefly to the chapter of accidents. And b^ had 
&ldom been miftaken in the event* Indeed the 
&ce of human affairs is in fuch perpetual fluftu* 
ation, and is fubjeA to fuch an encjlefs variety of 
changes, that the chances attending on what 
a day may bring forth, are frequently, both ia 
. private and public life, feen to favour the maxim 
of this fagacious politician. His refidence ia 
Sweden had taught him to believe that an ^rido* 
cfatic conftitution, with the forms of a fenate, 
was the mafterpiece of governments. To thefc 
notions he pertin^cioufly adhered. The reft qC 
his character was made lip of indolence, inaccu-i^ 
racy, and a paflion for gofliping. 

In accepting the pofl: of preceptor to the 
young prince, he had now to determine hii 
choice .between the grand duke and his confort. 
Parnn did not allow himfelf a moment's hefitation. 
He devoted himfelf entirely to Catharine. Being 
admitted into her confidence^ and inforx^ed of 

her 
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}itr dcfigh tofnatch the fceptte froth the hand of 
her hufbandi he eafily perceived the extent of 
the danger to which (he was expofed. He was 
ienfible that'flie might fail in the attempt, and be 
covertd with ruin ; that flic might fuddenly be 
hurled from the throne and the bed of the em- 
peror, and that her Ton would partake in her 
faU. It liras thisi thsit th€ governor dreaded the 
rtfoflr. 

The firft thought that occurred to him for 
avoiding this misfortune, was to engage the two 
Oppofite patties to abate of their extravagant 
pretenfion3 ; and he cduld no otherwife hope to 
gain their corifeiHt to this mutual furrefider, than 
by empl6y1n|[ thofe fears they reciprocally cn-^ 
t^rtained of each other. He accordingly refolved 
to bring stbout a coatlition, thereby to pave the 
way for Peter to be fcatcd on the throrie, and irt 
order that he might be proclaimed emperor, 
not by the troops, but by the fcnite, who at the 
fame time would limit his power, and fecure the 
authority to his wife and his fbn. 

This projeft once conceived, Panin fet himfelf 
lerioufly about the means of its execution. Am* 
bition all at once gave a momentary turn to his 
cteifaAer. His indolence gave place to adtivity, 
difcretiOn fucceeded to his temerity, and refervc 
to his ufual babble. He diilrufted even Ca- 

L 3 tharine 
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tharinc hcrfclfi and never imparted to her a 
fiiarc in his fccrct. He went farther: he afFectcd 
no longer to frequent^ and feigned to have aban- 
doned his party. But> no fooner did he think 
himfelf fafe from all fufpicion of his intentions> 
• than he refbrted in fecret to the houfe of Ivan 
Schuvaloffl 

Ivan SchuvalofF had given himfelf up to the 
mod pungent anxieties. He fhuddered^ he even, 
wept at the thoughts of being become the leader 
of a party, and at feeing the dangerous honour . 
afcribed to him of a projc6t conceived by Peter 
Schuvaloff, his ambitious coufin*i who, confined 
at this time to his bed by a ficknefs that laid 
him foon after in the grave, could not fupport 
the infolence he had for fome time infpired into 
the haughty and pufillanimous favourite of 
Elizabeth. 

The circumftance was favourable to Panin. 
He failed not to turn it to his advantage. He 

* Count Peter SchuvalofF was of a bold and romantic 
turn, and the oppofite in all things of his coufin Ivan, 
whofe only propenfity was to fordid intrigue. Peter Schu- 
valofF made himfelf famous in Rufilia for his ambition, and 
in Europe for the invention of the cannons that bear his name. 
He fancied himfelf alone able to prevent the grand duke 
from reigning, and only made uiie of his coufin Ivan as an 
ordinary inflrumenU 

dextcroudy 
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dexteroufly employed his ingenuity in augment- 
ing the horrors of Ivan Schuvaloffi by exag- 
gerating the dangers to which he was expofcd.— 
" How can you venture," faid he, " to contend 
'^ with unequal forces, againft the grand duke, 
" bringing upon yourfelf an irreparable ruin and 
" a certain death, by endeavouring to fet afidc 
*' from the throne a prince who is called to it 
" by the choice of the fovereign, and who, by 
" his birth, is the only legitimate heir? But 
" even fuppofing you could fuccced in prevent- 
*' ing the fccptre from paffing into his hand, 
*' have you any reafon to hope to prefcrve your 
*' influence for any confiderable time, during a 
«« minority, the weakncfs whereof will embolden 
" your rivals, and raifc up a hoft of malcontents, 
** inceflantly plotting your difgrace ? If you arc 
*' vidorious over one faAion, can you equally 
" flatter yourfelfwithefcaping the other? If the 
*' -firft blow that is ftruck at you falls (hort of its 
" aim, by the fccond, more fuccefsful, you may 
*' be eafily overthrown. If you would follow 
** the advice of a friend, the diftatcs of prudence, 
« you will feduloufly frequent the levees of the 
'* grand duke and conciliate his favour. Time 
" ftill is yours. He himfclf is well informed of 
** the obftacles to be thrown in his way, and he 
*• will think himfclf happy enough, if, at the 
L 4 " cxpencc 
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*^ cxpence of fomc facrificcs, he dcpriviCS them 
*' of the power to hurt him. Let us leave him 
*^ then the quiet po^ffion of the throne j but 
^^ let us oblige him to purchafe it on conditioM 
*' that will thenceforward difpel our fears, and 
^^ for ever difable the prince from abufing his 
*' power. It would be unncccffary at prcfcnt 
** for me to fpecify thofe conditions : but if you 
*' comply with my advice, I have not the leaft 
<' doubt but the grand duke willeafily be brought 
** to agreement, and I promile to furniih you 
*^ with a plan adapted to reconcile the feveral 
*' parties that divide the court." 

Count Ivan Schuvaloff anfwered not a finglc 
word I but, convbced of the wifdom of Panin'& 
advice, he immediately repaired to his coufiti 
Peter, and imparted to him in whifpcr^ the 
counfels he had juft received. Difeafc had abated 
the courage of Peter Schuvaloff, and relaxed the 
ip^ngs of his ambition. But, though he eafily 
yielded tb the pcrfuafion of the reality of all the 
fortoidablc apprehenfions that terrified Ivan, yet, 
in relinquiftiinghisprojcd, he was determined ta 
play the principal part. 

He fent an humble me0age to die grand duke, 
acquainting him, that, having to communicate to 
him fccrcts of the utmoft importance, and being* 
prevented from quitting his bed by a painfui 

difeafe. 
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difeafey he was his fubxniffiv€ petitioMr for 
th€ honour of a vifit. The prince went diredtly 
to his chamber. Being feated by his coucb» 
Peter SchuvalofF addreffcd him with tlic, energy 
and awful folemnity of a man» who^ trembling 
on the brink of the grave, knows of no artiBces for 
concealing the truth, and has nothing any longer 
to. defire or to fear.—" My prince," faid bej 
*^ you are not ignorant of the prepofleffions that 
*' are abroad againil you. The people im«gin6 
*' that you incline more to the Germans than to 
^' themrthc clergy dread youi the principal 
f^ nobility hate you. The clouds that are ga-^ 
^' thering round, feem to threaten you with a 
" tempeftuous reign. AH circumiftances concur 
'* to demonitrate that for preventing the alter- 
" ations you are thought to intend, your enemies 
^* will proceed to extremities. I pretend not, 
^' my prince, to know what are the defigns you 
^* really meditate -, I cannot forefee whether you 
" will triumph over thofe who are feeking your 
*' ruin, or whether they will get the better of 
f^ you-^ But if you carry into cSe& what it i# 
*^ fuppofed you are determined to do; if you 
^' repudiate the grand duchefs, to elevate to hcf 
<' place a woman fo vile and contemptible as the 
^* countefs VorontzofF, be affured that you witF 
^' draw upon ypurfelf a feries of calamities^ tcr 

« which^ 
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«' which, fooncr or later, you will fall a viftim, 
*' and that you and your memory will be dif- 
•« honoured for ever." 

As he liftcncd to this difcourfe, the grand duke 
was obferved at feveral times to change colour; 
and on perceiving that Peter Schuvaloff had left 
off fpeaking, he affured him, that the charge of 
any deGgn to diffolve his marriage was a falfe 
imputation, and that nothing (hould ever per- 
fuade him to it. But what might lead to a fuf- 
picion of the fincerity of thcfe proteftations, is, 
that the prince added thefe remarkable words : 
•* Rpmanovna herfelf may perhaps give credit to 
** reports that flatter her vanity : flie'is a fimplc- 
•* ton, whom I never promifed to marry, but in 
'* cafe the grand duchefs ihould die s and flie is 
** ftill alive." 

However, as Peter Schuvaloff was fincerely dc- 
iirousof an accommodation with the grand duke^ 
he omitted to give this laft avowal all the inter- 
pretation of which it was fufceptible, and was fa- 
tisfied with the promife given him by the prince, 
that he would blot from hb memory all the 
machinations that had been fo daringly formed 
againft him. 

This reconciliation was effcded without 
trouble, but one other ftill remained, not lefaf 
important, and far more difficult to obtab. We 

ha?e 
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have feen what odious fufpicions the ejiemies 
of the grand duke were continually pouring into 
the ears of the emprefs. That princefs was 
alarmed with the apprchenfion that her nephew 
might be led to get rid of her by poifon, and 
thefe fears augmented her weaknefs^ and filled 
her with averfion for him that iiad raifed them. 
Ever fince her illnefs had prevented her from 
appearing in public, (he had ordered the grand 
duke to be denied admittance to her apartment ; 
and that this order might appear the lefs extra- 
ordinary, (he had caufed it in like manner to 
be (ignified to the grand duchefs. The fecrct of 
thelc divifions, of thefe difturbances in the im- 
perial family, was (till confined within the walls 
of the palace ; but it might eafily get vent, and 
be (pread through the town ; and if this (hould be 
the cafe, if the emprefs (hould have died without 
feeing the prince and his fpoufe, the populace^ 
always implicitly credulous, would have thought 
the unjuft fufpicions of Elizabeth to have beefi 
founded in truth, and would have eagerly attri- 
buted to the nephew the death of the aunt. 
Something was therefore to be done to induce 
that princefs to call the grand duke to her 
prefence. 

Count Ivan SchuvalofT was grand chamberlain^ 
apd die principal perfon about the emprels« 

Pania 
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Panin thought him the profpereft m^n to foHicit 
An recoAciliatioil he watited ; but whether it Was 
diat SchuvalofF W2is afraid of troubling the etn^ 
preft too mudi in her prefent itiHrm coiklitk)h| 
whether he was willing to keep the gr^ttd dak* 
longer in an anxious fufpenf^, and avdid an at^ 
planation of the trttcrmoft danger to 2AI th6fe 
who had elidearoured to injure that prince ; or 
\ilrhethcr, in a wordi he retkbned oil the furwp- 
titioiis tcftament it was propofcd to bring t6 
light; however ic be^ be abfoliiteiy refufed to 
make this requeft^, 

Panin, on feeing the failure of his firft attempt, 
addrefledhimfelf now to theconfeffor of Elizabeth* 
He frankly acknowledged tb him, that the cdm- 
ffiiffiori with wWch hd was charged Was of a naf- 
tore extremely delicate; and that though his^ 
fiilfiei^efer the falvadon of the fovereign ttitght 
htitig upon hkn remedilds misfortune, yet the 
gkny afid comfort that Wodld acdrue to hirtf 
from the* fuecefs of his aim, (hould m^fce hitn 
{corn difgrace, and expe6l his recompcnce in a 
better world. He aflurcd him Rkewife of the 
gratitude of the grand duke and grand dtrchcfs j 
and the mohk, not left wifliiiig, it may be fop- 
pofed, to cherifh the favour of the heir to the 
throne, thart zeatetis for the eterhul repofe of 
the c<#f)reft, pK>t&tfc4 t6 drfivet His exhort- 
ations 
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^tdons to her with all the energy of fkcred elm 
quence. 

Every needful precaution was tafccn. A mo- 
ment was chofcn when Ivan SchuvalofF was db^ 
fent, and then the confeflfor approaching the 
bed of Elizabeth, difcourfcd to her of beavenlyr 
things, of the fuprenie and immortal fovereign 
by whom earthly monarchs reign, of his juftice, 
of his clemency, of his tribunal, before which 
only they whp forgive can obtain fojgivenefs, 
and of that kingdom of God, of which the terref- 
trial paradife was but a faint adumbration, buK 
where only the charitable can obtain admidlofij 
but where onjy the merciful can hope for mercy ; 
which ended, he obtained of her a fign of con- 
fent. At this ioftant the grand duke enteredj 
leading Catharine by the hand, who both fell on 
their knees by the bedQde, and Elizabeth pro^ 
pounced in an indiftind tone of voice, and as if 
no more than the animal machine was concerned 
in the utterance, whatever was diftated to her 
by the prieft. She faid to the prince and prin-p» 
' cefs i-r^^' That flie had always loved them s and 
^ that with her dying breath fhe wiflned them all 
*' kinds of bleflings." 

All that were wimcfles of this fcenc l?iw* 
clearly, that the pardon came only from her lips; 
but appearances fufficed the prince -, and bis par- 

tifans 
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tiians did not fall emphatically to repeat through 
the city the affcdtionatc words pronounced by 
the emprefsj with feveral additions of their 
own. 

On the other hand, Ivan SchuvaloflT, who had 
not been able to make a merit of the reconcilia- 
tion with the grand duke, but refolved not to 
furnifli an occafion for irritating that prince 
againft him, ftudioufly omitted to contradiA 
whatever they pleafed to publifh on the matter. 

Proud of the important fervicc he had ren* 
dered the grand duke^ Panin imagined he 
had thenceforward acquired fuch a confequence 
with him as to make him confent entirely to the 
plan he had marked out. According to which, 
Peter, as foon as the emprefs had departed this 
life, was to repair to the fcnate, and there re- 
ceive the crown by a folemn decree. 

Panin therefore demanded an audience of the 
grand duke. This the prince granted without 
hefitation. He began by telling the prince, that 
what he had to deliver was worthy of all his 
attention. He then addreffcd him to the fol- 
bwing efFcft : — " It is on the firft ftep you (hall 
*' take on afcending the throne, that the pro- 
^ fperity of your reign and the glory you will 
** merit chiefly depend. There are two me- 
*' thods, my prince, of invefting yourfclf with 
3 " the 
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^' the fovcrcign power j—i^the former, by cauGng 
" yourfclf to be proclaimed emperor by the 
** army ; the fccond, by receiving the crown at 
** the hands of the fenate. The former is more 
" prompt J the latter more fure. The eyes of 
" all Europe and a great part of Afia are fixed 
" upon you. Refleft then on the honour you 
^^ will acquire among the numerous nations in 
" fubjeftion to your fovereignty, and even fo- 
** reigncrs too, when they behold you fo gene- 
•' rous as to wi(h to hold, from the fi-ec choice 
** of the reprefcntatives of the ruffian empire, 
" an authority which your predeccffors owed only 
** to the force and venality of the troops, 

" You know how frequent revolutions have 
" been in this empire j you know with what 
^^ facility a feduced or mutinous foldiery have 
*' crowned or dethroned their monarchs. The 
*^ method that I propofc is the only one adapted 
" to the prevention of dangerous machinations, 
** The fenate, having once elefted you, will 
** feel itfelf interefted in fupporting the work of 
*• its hands ; and the people, regarding your 
*' perfon more facred, will always be ardent in 
" your defence." 

The grand duke was moved 5 he was yielding, 
to the imprcffion, when fuddenly two of hia 
courtiers entered. He communicated to them 

the 
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the propofal of Panin, and ajfkcd their opinion^ 
One of them, who prefcntly perceived the infi- 
dious nature of the meafure propofed to the 
prince, advifed him to fubmit his decifion to 
the judgment of the old prince Trubctfkoi, whofc 
long experience and confummate wifdom ren- 
dered him a proper guide. Prince Trubetflcoi 
had indeed been witncfs of fevcral revolutions, 
and was a pcrfcft matter df the ufages and cuf-. 
toms of his country. 

He was fent for. The grand duke repeated 
to him all that he had juft been hearing from the 
mouth of Panin, and did not conceal his incli- 
nation to follow the advice of the count. But 
Trubetfkoi e3cpreffed himfclf of a different opi- 
nton^ and delivered it with all the boldneis of a 
veteran foldicr, jealous of the honour of his 
fovereigns. . 

" My prince/' faid he, " the ftep you have 
^ been advifed to take is not only attended with 
^ far greater danger than that you are told to 
^ dread, but in dircft oppofition to the cuftoms 
" of the empire. Xhe ruffian conftitution is 
" purely military ; and the fenate has never pre- 
" tended to interfere in the eleftion of the tzars. 
** And what is that imaginary glory in preferring 
•* to be crowned by a juridical affembly rather 
^ than by a viftorious army ? Chofcn by a diet or 

« by 
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•^ by a icoatc, will the king$ of Poland ^d of 
^ Sweden ever take precedence .of the emperof 
^ofalltheRuffiasi The true, the only glorf 
^' of a monarch is to reign worthily. Msk^ 'if 
^ your endeavour then to merit that glory withr 
^ outdtiquteting yourfelf about a vain formaltcy^ 
*•* and putting yourfelf under the tutelage of a0 
'* ambitious fenate, who will fbon make you tcr 
^ pent the confidence you have repofe^ ;in it 
^ But if unhappily your throne (houl4 ifaakfi# 
^^ will that fenate have the force :to leftabliih it if 
^ And if you fhould fet out with rendering Itty 
^^ army diflkrisfied by difdaining to follow xheir 
^^ ancient ufage, will you not» fooner or UxcTm 
'* have reafon to dread their vengeance ?" 

This fpcech caufed the grand duke to waycyr 
in his refdlution. He was Battered bythe bri^ 
liant novelty of the counfels of Panin ; but thfi 
dread of afifrondng the army deprived him qf 
courage to foUow them. In this perplexity qf 
mindj not^knowing what determination he ought 
to adopt, he difpacched one of his chamberUios 
to confult the grand duchefs. 

Catharine, whofe ambition was rpufed »by 
£lizabeth!s approaching difTolution, iand who 
felt the oeceflity of conciliating the popular ia» 
*vour by an exterior of piety, which, by ,thofc 

VOL. r. M who 
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who beft knew her, was fuppofed not to proceed 
from her hearts Catharine was pundual in fre-- 
quencing the churches at the ftated times of 
public devotion; but more particularly at the 
prayers that were now daily put up for imploring 
the re-eftablifliment of the health of the emprefs. 
Panin had imprudently neglefbed to inform her 
of his projeft. She was dill in the dark con* 
cerning the advantages to accrue from it tocher. 
Belldes, fhe had been employed feveral days in 
framing herfelf the form of the proclamation 
acknowledging the emperor, as well as that of 
the oath to be taken by the tr-oops : and as (he 
plumed herfelf on writing in a ftyle of peculiar 
elegance, and imagining that thefe two pieces 
would be received with admiration by the people 
at large, (he would not facrifice a labour, that 
would be loft if the prince (hould caufe himfclf 
to be elcifted by the fenate, as that body would 
itfelf, in that cafe, prefcribe the new form of the 
oath, and dictate the new proclamation. She 
therefore returned an abrupt anfwer to the grand 
duke, ^' that he ought to conform to eftabli(hed 
« cuftom." 

Almoft at the moment the grand duke received 
this anfwer, word was brought him, that his aunt, 
the emprefs Elizabeth, << commanded him to 

" live 
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*' live long ♦;" in other words, that (he was dead. 
The tzarina expired on Chriftnjas-day 176 1 f, 
alter a long illnefs, and in excruciating pains, in 
the 5,2d year of her age, and the 2 2d of her 
reign. This princefs was fecond daughter to 
Peter the great j and, from being little better 
,than a prifoner, became in a mom,ent a defpotic 
fovereign, holding in her feeble and negligent 
hands th.e reins of this gigantic empire, the mofl: 
cxtenfive on th^ globe of the earth ; one part 
whereof alone, the ruffian Afia, is far greater 
than all Europe taken together : nay, of which 
part only, one province, Siberia, greatly exceeds 
M empire of the firfl: magnitgde, namely China, 
with idl its adjacent territories. For Elizabeth 
poflefled neither the abilities nor the inclination 
for being an a&ive fovereign : and the illuftrious 
fimiily of this mighty monarch was more than 
pQce difturbed by inteftine revolutions. In 

^. The ufual form of announcing to another the death of 
fome perfoD, in prafUce among all clafifes and conditions of 
people. Procopy KirilUtch prikazal jeet: Procopius the 
foB of Cjnif or perhaps Procopius Fitz-CyrO, ** orders you 
•< to Uve,V is the fame as to tell you that he is dead : or 
^ often, Afimafi Vaffillievitch, Athanafius the fon of Bafil, 
|>rikazal dolgo jeet, orders you to live long. 

f Or thl 5th of January 1762, N. S. 

M 2 dungeons 
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dungeons at variotu diftances from the rJcfidehce^ 
i^ttt hngiiifhing, in her f efgn^ a dethroned feih« 
perbr, exiled princes tod dvikcs, vahqinfhfed 
magnates) banifhed comtnanders, ftaCtefiilfehj 
courtiers, and women. 

The reign of Elizabeth may bfe dcfervfeiSly 
termed peaceful and tranquil; yrt,. without red- 
koning the grand tumult ac her acce(B6h to '^e 
throne, there were not wanting revolutidrfs ^f 
im inferior kind. In the year 1743> hot long 
before the arrival of Catharine; a court conlpi-* 
racy againd the emprefs was detected : whichj 
though it coft none of the accomplices their 
Kves, yet the minifter for the marine, Uapoukin, 
his very beautiful lady, his fon, the coUritds 
BeftuchefF, fifter-in-law to the chaheellor of tHe 
"ifnipire, feveral gendemen of the chamber, "ami 
officers, received the knoot, had the fore-ihilfof 
their tongues cutout, and were Tent to SibiSrIa* 
In the year 1748, count Leftoc, formerly body- 
furgeon to the emjirefs, and the pfihciparuiftru- 
ment of her elevation to the throne, was di(graccd 
by the chancellor BeftucheflF, whom hehimfeif 
had prombtid 'to that office, ^and -by gefieiyn 
'HpwAn I he Vas firil ibpfifdhVd/rn ^(hc di^tt, 
and afterwards exileci Vofohie obftu?c and foil- 
tary place in 'tife *febVcWt««M 'df Ardi^^ 

Ten 
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Ten yc^rs afterwards the chancellor's own turn 
came; being in 1758 accufed of high trealbn^ 
^d f^nt oflT to one of his eftates 120 verfts 
beyond Mofco.— Of more confequcnce to the 
fouqtry was Elizabeth's participation in the 
formidable league againft Frederic of Prufliaj at 
the inftigation of BeftucheflFj and which the 
grand duke beheld with extreme difcontent. 
puripg the ever-memorable war of 1757— r 
iy62, that monarch was cruelly harafied by the 
ni0ian arm3> thpugh at times fuch glorious vie* 
tories were gained over them by his own i but 
what benefit could accrue from all this to the 
enprtnous empire ? What was to compenfate 
,i^c thoujf^ds of lives and the prodigious fums of 
money that it coft to Ru0ia i 

The eafinefs and indolence of Elizabeth's cba« 

r^lfaer fubjefted her to the humours of favour* 

itfiJi who ^nade a b||d ufe of her authority. Her 

4ey<)p9n 9^^^ CC^der^^d her impious^ and her 

clemency cruel. At the commencement of her 

reien fhe made a vow never to punifh a male- 

&&0T with death : the judges therefore, who 

.could qqt dcc^pit^te cripiinals, deprived them 

of their lives by the barbarous puniihment qf the 

kqoot; and never were there more tongues cut 

out^ and more wretches fent to Siberia, than 

M3 under 
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under the reign of this princefs^ (b unjuti^ 
extolled for her clemency*. 

It is fuppofed that her government coft every 
year to the empire at lead idoo o( her fubjedls 
by private imprifonment, which, during the 20 
years and upwards that fht reigned, makes the 
number amount to above 20,000. Nothing was 
more ea(y than to obtain a fecret order for this 
purpdie by the flatterers of all ranks that (warmed 
about her perfon. It was fufficient for one of 
the maids of honour to think herfclf flighted, for 

• The panegyrifts of Elizabeth (fays Mr. Coze) would 
certainly have entertained, fome doubts concerning her 
boafted clemency, if they had recoUedied that fhe did not 
aboli(h» but retained, the following horrid procefs for the 
purpofe of extorting confeflions from perfons charged with 
treafonable defigns. The arms of the fufpc6ied perfon 
being tied behind by a rope, he was drawn up in that pof* 
ture to a confiderable height in the air ; from whence being 
fuddenly lowered to within a fmall diftance of the ground, 
and the motion being there as fuddenly checked, the vio^ 
lence of the concuflion diflocated his (boulders, and in that 
deplorable fituation he underwent the knoot. To this 
dreadful engine of barbarity and defpotifha, Elizabeth, 
amidfl all her imputed lenity, gave unlimited fcope ; and, 
during her whole reign, it was ordinarOy applied even at the 
difcretion of inferior and ignorant magiftrates } nor was it 
abolifhed until the acceiiion of the prefcnt emprcfs (Ca- 
tharine II.), who has prohibited the ufe of torture in all 
criminal cafes. Coxc*s TraveU^ 8vo. edit. voL iii. p. 130. 

getting 
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getting an order to have a pcrfon taken out of 
bed in the nighty carried away blindfolded, and 
gagged, and immured under ground, there to 
drag out the remainder of life in a folitary and 
loachlbme dungeon, without ever being charged 
with any crime, or even knowing in what part 
of the country he was. On the difappearance of 
any fuch perfon from his family, from his rela- 
tive% from the circle of his acquaintance, it was 
highly dangerous to make any inquiries after 
him. " He has difappeared,** was held a fuffi- 
cient anfwer to queftions of that nature. Man/ 
of thcfc were known to be ftill mifcrably wear- 
ing out exiftence under the baftions and towers 
of Schluflelburg and other fortrefTes, fo lately as 
diewinter of 1780, not to mention the exiles to 
Siberia. To all this it may be added, that her 
reign was never marked by a fingle adt th^t 
could juftify the revolution that placed on her 
bead the crown of RuflTia. In a word, (he was 
fitter to have vegetated in the floth of a convent^ 
t^um to be feated on the throne of one of the 
Isi^geft of the chief empires of the world. 
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CHAP. 11. 

Jkctjjion 6f Peter IIL-^His DetbromzatioH and 
Dei^b. '^ Revolution of IJ62. ^^ Catbarm 
afumis the Reins of Government. 

The part taken by Elizabeth in the fevcn 
fdafi War, though ic might in fonne meafure 
have been didated by refentment, might at the 
ftme time have piaffed for the refult of the 
foundeft policy. No power but that of the king 
of Pruflia was capable of checking her's. He 
was, not bnly from his ftrengdi and charadeir^ 
but fh>m die ficuation of bis dominions, the tmljr 
prince in Europe, from whom it could be rnate^ 
lialiy her intereft to make conquefts. 

By the capture of Colberg on one hand, and 
Sch^veidnitz on the other, the king of PnlkffilEi''9 
d6mihions wei« entirely at the tnercy df his 
einetaites I his forces were worn away, and even 
his efforts had gradually declined: a complete 
viftory, though this was an event not at all pro- 
bable, could not have faved him. The Ruffians» 
by wintering in Ponierania, and by the poffef« 
fion of Colberg, which infured them fupplies by 
a iafe and expeditious channclj were in a con« 

ditioa 
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dldon to commeoce their q^crations much 
cariier than ufual, as well as to fuftain them with 
Ttnac ffAtit and uniformity. No refource o£ 
polky oould be tried with the leaft expe(9hatioa 
of fiiccefs. After , fuch a refiftance fbr fiyc ' 
yeav8> of which the world nerer fumifhed an-^' 
other example^ the king of Pruflia had nothing 
le% btm fuch a conduft as might clofe the fcene 
with f^oryi fince there was fo little appearance 
of his conckiding the war with fafety. 

In the midft of theie gloomy af^searances, his 
invetentie and inflexible enemy^ the empreis of 
Ruflia^ died; and he was extricated by that 
event akkie from the di(bt0es by which he was 
afikutdly Aiitounded, and the greater nu£eri«fl; 
chat frebied to await him. 

With regard to her own dominions, Elizahtdu 
for her^perfonal conveniency, had created a g6« 
vtmmeiit by favourites, and by her paflionfbr 
{a>mp «iid ffenfual gratificattons, had incumed 
ehormOQS tiebts. 

iNo iboner had the emprefs clofed her eyes^ 
dMtf the <:ourtiers prtfkd in cro?rds to the grand 
MSt^ This prince, laying afide at once hia; 
i^eakaefs ^aikl indeciGon, accofted them with 
djgniiy^^rtd ttceiVed the oaths <>f the effieei^ of 
his guard. 

^ In 
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In about an hour he got on horfeback^ and 
traverfcd the ftreets of St. Pecerfburg» diftribut* 
ing money to the muldtude. As he wentj the 
fokiiers flocked about him> crying) '< If thou 
"take care of us, we will fcrve thee as faidifuUy 
«« as we fervcd our good emprcfs/* The peo- 
ple mixed their fhoucs of joy with the acclama- 
tions of the foldiers i and, chough the enemiea 
of the grand duke had long fince fucceeded in 
their attempts to bring odium and contempt 
upon him, yet his accelfion to the throne was 
not attended with the Icaft mark of difcontent or 
ill-will. 

As for himfelf, delivered on a fuddeh firom 
the long and fervile conftraint in which he had • 
been kept by his aunt, he negligendy let his> 
ladsfadUon appear, but without beoaying an 
indecent joy. He took tht name of Peter III. ^ 
- It was eafy for him lo efl[ace the memory 
of his predeceflbr; yet it was obfervable that 
there was little appearance of. thofc cheerful 
fendments which ufually take polfeflion of the 
l^arts of the fubjedb on the acceflion of a yoftng. 
prince to the throne. All tempers feemcd out 
of tune : the emperor neither found nor felt any. 
xpore,aSe£i:iQii,in the larger drcfe of the court^^ 
thsin in the fmaller one of his family. 

The 
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^ The Ruffians were at that time, generally 
ipeaWng, indifpofed towards foreigners; though 
numbers of them, fince the time of Peter the 
great, had always held places at the court, in 
the army, in the fleet, and in the civil depart- 
ments. Elizabeth had flattered • this old ruffian 
prejudice; and, in order to ingratiate herfelf 
with the people, on [her coming to the dfown^ 
had promifed to remove the foreigners : but in 
the opinion of many of the nobility, and efpe- 
cially of the army, Ihe came very far fhort of 
her word. During her reign, in the year 174a, 
an infurre£Hon broke out on this account : the 
foidiers in the camp near Viborg, during the 
fwedifli war, began on a fudden to maltreat 
their foreign officers, and were threatening to 
proceed to very dangerous extremities, when 
difcipline and order were prefently reftored by 
the great prefence of mind of the intrepid 
Keith. Even in Peterfburg a fimilar mutiny^ 
ihortly after the former, broke out, which, though 
at firfl: only an attack on a german officer, yet 
proceeded to fo great a height as to fill the whole 
city with alarm and confternation. It was chiefly 
on account of this national humour, that gene* 
rals Lcevendal, Keith, Manftein, and other 
dcferving foreigners, afterwards took leave of 
the fervice. 

Indeed 
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Indeed the grand dul^e Peter CQuld nojt ppo« 
perly he deemed a foreigner ; he had rather a 
juft claim oo the national lov^^ ^ the grandfon q^ 
^eter the great* 9ut he w^s after aU an Hol^ 
fteiner; he h^d not long been refident in Huf&^i^ 
9nd lived there aloioft like a fojeignen Neith^e^ 
in inanners, nor in langu^?^ nor in reUgip^9 
profe^ionj did he fecm a complete and genuine 
Jluijian. His copgdence and familiarity were 
confined to ttie Germans from his> dukedom; al) 
^is a^diqp^ (eeqied to centre in Holftein alon^^ 
while he fhewed only coldpcis or even repugnance 
IP the concerns of hjs future empire* Nor waii 
thi^ at ^U furpn0ng, ^s the fitu^tion in w^iich he 
YfHtfi, held) by keeping hipi at 9 difiance from ^q 
deliberations of the cabinet, naturally diminifhed 
)tis attention tp public affairs; and as he juftly 
difapproved of the violent participation with 
which his aunt and her miniftry engaged in thi^ 
|p[reat german war.«*--Both parties, if they ha^ 
not yet proceeded to inteipper^te me^furesj hadj 
iiawevcr, ^ready concerted their plans, or rar 
;her bad begun to put them in play* The gran^ 
duke, according to fomej, opght to bte deprive^ 
of the fucceifion; and then they could caft their 
eyes on no perfon fo proper for it as his confort i 
who, (hough a foreigner lil;ewife, had yet ip her 
whole behaviour aflimilated herfelf more wit|i 
14 the 
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thk nkrion, and might reign as thfe gdardian of 
Tier fon. On the other hahd> the ^rand dukfc 
"intitcd, as'was laid by others, or pfcrh^ps by thfe 
tkmfcy entirely to ne'w-modcl the whole fyfterti o'f 
Ruflia> to put every thing on a german footing» 
to employ the force of the empire only in the 
aggrandifement of Holftein; and, in Order tb 
enable himlelf to aft with perfed: ^freedom, and 
ltd annihilafd the oppdfite party -at ^ ftroke, tb 
detach himfelf from his family, and to Teeurfe 
tb a piternd relation the cxpeftativc of thfe 
trbwn. 

Such w^aa the temper of the tiines whenPetdr 
lacceded to the itnperial dignity* In the maniw 
Tefto by\vhieh he proclaimeil this -event tothte 
titlpi^e,'hCftientioned neither hisconfort nor eveii 
Ills fon; and irtterpreters were not wanting, ^hb 
iJleirly perceived in this omittion the over- 
thfow 'of the hereditary fucCcfliOn. A circum'- 
jEtan'ce 'that operated with greater Impfellioh 
was, that 'he made no preparations 'for his CD- 
rbhation at Mofco ; a folcmnity of the utmoft 
importance, as a prafbice of high antiquity, anU 
as conferring an awful fanflion on the author!^ 
of the 'fovereign in the minds of the peojiliB, 
'jhtteaci of this he pufhed his blind pdflion for 
Ifpjytadng'ihe l^ing ofPruflia fo fair, thatlie nta^ 

preparatiopa 
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preparadonsin this immature ftate of his govern** 
ment to quit Ruffia^ and go into Germany^ for 
the fake of an interview with that great monarch* 
vhofe genius, principles^ and fortune he fo ex« 
travagaqtly admire4« 

The impartial hiltorian cannot withhold the 
tribute of praife from his condudfc at the bee- 
ping of his reign- To fay that he revenged him- 
felf on no one, though he very well knew who 
|iad taken pains to ipjure him with the {ate 
cmprefs, would be but flight commendation> 
in comparifon of the afts of beneficence and 
juftice with which he (ignalized his firfl: acceflion 
to the fupreme command, to the ^(tonilhment of 
thofe who knew him only by his vices. The 
transformation appeared as complete as it yf^s 
ludden. Gentlenefs and humanity took the place 
of violence, and rcflcAjon fuccceded to paflion. 
The grand dgke had been inconfiftent, impe- 
tuous, and wild : Peter III. now (hewed himfelf 
equitable, patient, and enlightened. He exercifed 
Jcindnefs towards all who had been attached to 
the late pmprcfs his aunt, He continued in their 
ports almoft all the great officers of ftate., He 
pardoned his enemies. He raifcd to the rank of 
field- marftial Peter Schuvaloff, who had bfen 
long confined to bis bed, and who djed ihortly 

after. 
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after. He left the place of grand-venetir to 
Alexey Grcgoricvitch RazumofHky *, the &- 
vouiite of EUzabeth. He even conferred bene- 
fits on Ivan Schuvaioffj though he had frequently 
made an unworthy ufe of his influence. 

Prince Shafuikoij advocate of the fenate^ of 
whom Peter IIL had great reafon to complain, 
was the only perfon he removed from his em- 
{doyment, but he exafted of him nothing more 
than a limple relignation^ leaving him both his 
liberty and his pofiefllons. At the fame time a 
certain GlcboflF, who from being but a common 
attorney^ was appointed to tranfadt the affairs of 
Holfteinj and in that adminiftration had obtained 
the good-wiU of the prince, was put into the 
place of Shafuiko'K Glcboff afterwards but ill 
jrequited lb fignal a mark of the confidence of his 
mafter. 

The grand duchefs^ who could not think with- 
out dread of the moment when her hulband 
ihould be invefted with the fovereign power^ 
and expefted nothing fhort of a very fcvcrc 
animadverfion upon herfelf, received from him 

* Alexcy Razumoflflky had often injured tlie grand duke 

with the emprefs Elizabeth. The grand duke one day fent 

him ao ax upon a red ifotin cufliiony as a hint of the cats- 

ftrophe that awaited him ; but when this prince was feated 

< on the throBe> he difdained every idea of revenge. 

the 



^&e ffioft fkatrkig falutedom^ and ma&s of t^ 
gfc^efft coiiSdeAM. He feemed to forget the 
iWiorigslie had foffered, in the^elegencies ofhcr 
tmnd^ tnd the force of her geiHtis. He paflefl 
a great part of the day in her apartments s dtf* 
couffed wkh her 'on the mofl: friendly foodng, 
^ndconfahed heron ^ delicate and impomnt 
^airs. The courtiers^ fufprifcd at this eondi^t 
f<4fcita(eed ^Catharine on ^e happinefs ceflvsr 4ot. 
Catharine was ilmoft ttt^e only -perfon who^os 
tidt decc^ived. She eafily faw that her huflxmd 
iras not capable of governing by himfelf, and 
*flie*was too well acquainted with his charaftcr, to 
taiftakt that for benerolence whidh was only « 
^we^enefs. 

With regard to the government of his coihih 
try^ nothing could be more popular and aufpi- 
cious than his firft meafurcs. The earKeft lA 
the new tzar made bf his abfolute power, was to 
Yet the ruffian nobility and gentry free, and to 
^ut them on the fame footing With thofc of thehr 
rankin^dhe other more moderate governments 
tjf Europe. He recalled that mulritudc of date 
frifoners with whom the fu|picious temper of 
JEHizabethtandthe jmiouiies.ofiher fcrvant$,.had 
-peopkd^the ^defer(s<of Siberia **. Amotig-thttc 

• It is^Mdrihtt leterrlU. moslkd to tlic-OMmberTt^, 

9 unfortunate 
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unfortunate wretches was the famous Bircn*, 
who had long been the haughty lover and the 

cruel 

♦ Erneft John Biren, become fo famous by his great ad* 
vancements, and his not lefs extraordinary reverfes of fortune, 
was bom in Courland^ of a family of mean extra£lion. His 
grandfather had been head groom to James the third, duke 
of Couiknd, and obtained from his matter the prefcnt of a 
imall eftate in land. His fon accompanied prince Alex- 
ander, youugeft fon of the duke, in a campaign into Hun- 
gary againtt the Turks, in quality of groom of his horfe^ 
and with the rank of lieutenant. Prince Alexander being 
killed before Buda, in 1686, Biren returned into Courland, 
and was appointed matter huntfman to the duke. Erneft 
John his (econd fon was bom in 1687, received the early 
part' ot his education in Courland, >and was fent to the uni- 
verfity of Konigtt)urg, where he continued till fome youth- 
ful impradencies compelled him to retire. In 17 14, he 
made his appearance at St. Petertt}urg, and follicited the 
place of page to the pnncefs Charlotte, wife of the tzaro- 
▼itch Alexcy ; but being contemptuoufly rejected as a perfon 
of mean extra£lion, retired to Mittau, where he chanced to 
ingratiate himfclf with count Bettucheff, matter of the 
houfehold to Anne, widow of Frederic William, duke of 
Courland, who refided at Mittau. Being of a handfome 
figure and polite addrefs, he foon gained the good-will of 
tiie dochefs, irtd became her fecretary and chief favourite. 
On her being declared fovereign of Ruffia, Anne called 
liiren to Peteribufg, and the fecretaty foon became duke of 
Courland, and firft minifter or rather defpot of Ruffia. All 
now felt the dreadful efFe^ls of his extreme arrogance, his 
bafe intri^es, and his horrid barbarity. The cruelties he 
cbcertifcd on the mott Uluftrious perfons of the country 

VOL. I. - N alraoft 
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cruel minifter of the emprefs Anne. Peter IIL 
rcftorcd him only to liberty; but Catharine 
fmcc gave him back the duchy of Courland ; 
and Birenj inftrufted in the fchool of adverfity, 
pafled the reft of his life as a pradical philofo- 
phcr, and became the father of a people whom 
he had formerly oppreffcd. 

Peter III. brought alfo from Siberia marfha! 
Munich*, at the age of 82, upon which one 

oT 



almoft exceed belief ; and Manftem conjedures^ that, 
during the ten years in which Biren's power continued, above 
20,000 perfons were fent to Siberia, of whom fcarccly 5000 
were tser heard of more. It is afiBrmed that the emprefs 
has often fallen on her knees before him, in hopes of moving 
him to clemency, but neither the prayers nor the tears 
of that princefs were able to affedi him. — On the deatli 
of Anne, which happened in 1 740, Biren, being declared 
regent, continued daily increafing his vexations and crueltieSy 
till he was arrefted on the 1 8th of December, only twenty 
d^ys after he had been appointed to the regency, and at the 
revolution that enfued he was exiled to the frozen fliorea of 
the Oby. 

* Chriflopher Burchard, better known under the name 
of marihal Munich, was fon of an officer in the fcrvice 
of Denmark. After having received a good education, he 
entered at the age of 17 into the fcrvice of the landgraf of 
Heffe-Darmftadt, and diiUnguifhed himfelf in his BxH cam« 
paign under prince Eugene and the duke of Marlborough* 
He afterwsfds went into Polandi aad thence pafTed on to 

Ri^ia, 
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of his fons who was yet alive, and thirty-two of 
his grandchildren and great-grandchildren, went 
to accofl him on his approach to the fuburbs 
of the rcfidence. The old foldier prefented 
himfelf before the emperor with his numerous 
family, and drefTed in the fame (heepfkin pelice 
which he had worn in the deferts of Pelim ; but 
the prince haftily reftored him the badges of the 
order of St. Andrew, together with his rank of 
field-marihal, and faid to him, in a friendly tone 
of voice : " I hope that, notwithftanding your 
" advanced age, you may dill fcrve me.'*— 
Munich replied: " Since your majefty has 
^^ brought me from darknefs to light, and called 

Ruflui» where his bravery and his talents obtained him the 
rank of field-marfhal. His capital defe^ was being too cir» 
cumftantial and over-nice in matters of fmall import: accord- 
ingly the flighted in (lance of forgetfulnefs, the leail inatten* 
tion of a fubaltem, threw him into a rage, though he was 
prefently after afltamed of his violence. When Elizabeth ha4 
afcended the throne, (he fought to avenge herfelf on MutAich^ 
for having formerly caufed one of her lovers to be put into 
priibii. Being brought to an iniquitous trial, he was con- 
demned to be quartered; but his fentence was changed by 
the empreft into perpetual bani(hment in Siberia. He was 
followod into exile by his wi& and feveral domeftics. H^ 
was allowed but 12 copK^eks per day for the maintenance o£ 
them alli but he procured fame addition to this allowance by 
Xelliiig milk, and giving leflbns in geometry to the young 
people that came to his folitude from tht neareft towns. 

N a "me 
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'« mc from the depths of a cavern to admit mc 
" to the foot of the throne, you will find mc 
** ever ready to expofc my life in your fcrvice. 
*' Neither a tedious exile, nor the fevcrity of a 
** fiberian climate, have been able to extinguifli, 
*' or even to damp the ardour I have formerly 
** (hewn for the intcrefts of Ruffia and the glory 
" of its monarch*." 

Leftok, to whom Elizabeth in a great meafure 
owed her elevation to the throne, and whom flic 
afterwards bafcly facrificed to the intrigues of his 
enemies, who only coveted his property, was alfo 
recalled by Peter III. f and, by living afterwards 
at Peteriburg contented with an humble me- 
diocrity, proved that he had ftiewn no lefs 
docility to the leffons of adverfity than Biren 
and Munich. 

Thus every day were feen arriving at Petcrf- 
burg fomc of the vidtims of the foregoing reign j 
and their return prefented an affedting fcenc 
to the people, and a fubjcA of benedi6tio^s to 

* Munich enjoyed the favour and patronage of Peter III. 
and Catharine II. and died on the i6th of Odobcr 1767, 
fn the 85th year of hie age. 

t Leftok wae a furgeon ; by birth a German. He was 
favourite to EHzabeth, and was a principal in planning 
the revolution of 1 742. But that ungrateful princefs forgot 
this favour, and banifhed and detained him in prifoB till (he 
died. 

the 
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the tzar. The whole empire rcfoundcd with 
the praifes of its new fovercign ; and it is 
impoflible to defcribe the admiration, the tranf- 
ports of joy, that it occafioned on his going 
in ftate to, the fcnate, and reading a declaration, 
by which he permitted the nobility either to 
bear arms or not, at their own difcretion, and to 
travel abroad, a liberty not allowed them before. 
He affranchifed them at the fame time from the 
fcrvitudc in which they had been held by his 
predeceflbrs. The nobility, in the excefs of 
their gratitude, would do no lefs than ereft to 
him a ftatue of gold: but this enthufiafm laded 
not long*. 

A benefit more effcntial which Ruflia owes to 
Peter III. is the abolifhment of that inquifition, 
that terrible tribunal, or, as his fucceffor, when 
Ihe confirmed the emperor's ukaufc, very juftly 

* For which ordinance fee Appendix, No. 11. Catha- 
rine, not willing to difoblige the nobility, and being more- 
over very fure that this ordinance would only be executed as 
far as (he pleafed, left it to fubfift ; in fuch manner, that if 
the nobles would travel, they may of right, but not of fa6l, 
fince they muft afk permiilion of the fovereign ; and that 
princefs did not always grant it. Of this cpunt Stroganoff 
was a proof. For more than three years he was defirous of 
making the tour of Europe ; but it was in vain that Jie fol- 
licited the confent of the emprefs ; who always gave him for 
anfwer, that fhe could not difpenfe with him $ and he re- 
mained at home. 

N 3 named 



184 LIFE OF THE [1761. 

*^ to US the enemies of your fame. You ar^ 
^* irrecoverably fubfervicnt to them; you ac- 
f^ knowledge them to have had good reafon for 
" faying that you were more addifted to low and 
** degrading pleafures, than fit to gov(Crn an cm- 
*^ pire.- Is it thus that you emulate your vigilant 
^^ and laoorious grandfire, that Peter the great 
** whom you have fo Soften fwore to take for your 
" model ?. Is.it thus that you perfcverc in the 
*^ wife and noble conduft, by which, at your ac- 
*^ ceflion to the throne, you merited the love and 
** the admiration of your people ? But that love, 
«' that admiration, arc already forgotten. ' They 
*« are fucccedcd by difcontcnt and murmurs. 
** Pctcrfburg is anxioufly inquiring whether the 
'* tzar has ceafcd to live within its walls ? The 
^* whole empire begins to fear that it has che- 
«' rifhcd only vain expeftations of receiving laws 
*^ that (hall revive its vigour, and increafe its 
<* glory. The malevolent are alone triumphant ; 
** and foon will the intrigues, the cabals, which 
" the firft moments of your reign had reduced 
<« to filcnce, again raife their heads with rc- 
<* doubled infolence. Shake oflf then this dif- 
*' graceful lethargy, my tzar ! haften to ftiew and 
*' to prove, by fomc refplcndcnt aft of virtue, 
** that yoy are worthy of realifing thofc hopes that 
« have been formed and cherilhcd of you.'' 

3 Peter 
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Pctcr Uftcncd to this difcourfc with a mixture 
of confternation and (hamc ; and when Gudo- 
vicch had left off fpeaking, he aflced what he 
would have him to do tq compenfatc the empire 
for the days be had been fpcnding in riot* 
Gudovitch inftantly prefcntcd him the two de- 
clarations that had been put into his hands by 
the grand chancellor Vorontzoff — one for re- 
ftoring the nobility to their rights, and the other 
for aboHlhing the fccret committee. Pctcr took 
thefe papers without (laying to confidcr of them, 
and putting them under his arm, went and read 
them to the fenatc. 

All thofe who were apprized of the contents 
of thefe new declarations made their difcontent- 
ment give place to joy, and fondly imagined that 
the emperor had been folely employed, during 
his late retreat, in framing thefe wife and falutary 
laws. 

Peter III. undertook alfo to correft the nu- 
merous abufes that had crept into the adminiftra- 
tion of juftice, and to eftablifh fome forms of 
jurifprudence more prompt in deciding, and left 
favourable to the arts of chicane j but as an 
alteration attended with fo many difficulties was 
not the work of a day, it was necefiary for him 
to begin by gaining a thorough knowledge of the 

courts. 
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courts, and a clofe invcftigation of their praftice. 
He repaired to the fcnate at an inftant when he 
was not cxpedcd ; and finding it nearly defcrted, 
he fcnt for the fcnators, and rcprefented to them 
with fliarpnefs, but with dignity, how fenfiblc he 
was of their negligence ♦. 

Commerce, the fcienccs, the arts, w^rc 
equally the objeds of attention to the new 
tzar. In RuITia almofl: every department of 
the admin iftration is confided to a certain num- 
ber of perfons, who form a board, to which is 
given the title of College : thus it is faid, the 
College of Commerce, the College of Jufticc, 
the College of War, the College of Foreign 
Affairs, and the like. Peter III. frequently 
vifited thefc colleges ; he aflifted at their deli- 
berations i he even fummoned them together; 
and thougli he might not enlighten them by his 
fagacity, he at lead animated them by his encou- 
ragements. 

He feemed to have it at heart to induce the 
people to put confidence in him. But this was 
no eafy tafk j for the people, by the fuggcftion of 

* On a fimilar occafion, Peter I. behaved with fome- 
what lefs moderation. He gave each of them a fhower of 
blows with his dtniiine-^^ flaff that he always carried with 
biTOi and in fize was not one of the (malleil. 

* the 
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the popes*, knew that this prince prffcrred 
lutheramim to the orthodox greek religion, and 
the Germans to the Ruffians. Neverthelefs the 
tzar, docile to the advice of his friend, and fc- 
dulous to imitate the example of the king of 
Pruffia, gave eafy audience to aU who cmme^ 
received their petitions, and took the pains .him- 
felf to fee that juftice was done them. His verjr 
enemies, therefore, could not forbear to extol a 
popularity that reminded chem, in fome refpefts^ 
of that of Peter the great. 

Peter III. on his firft acceflion to the crown, 
invited the foreign minifters to his audience, and 
received their congratulations with dignity. 
This noble and becoming behaviour, in entire 
oppofition to the idea they had almolt all formed 
of this prince, exceedingly furprifed them : byt 
what afl:oni(hed them dill more was, that in a 
iplendid repaft which he gave them, he was very 
referved in his difcourfe, and drank with modera- 
tion f. In Iliort, the Ruflians and foreigners vied 
with each other in admiring a change which they 

* All the parifh-pnefts in Ruflla are called popes. The 
pope of fucb a church, village^ &c. 

t His enemies, always faithful to their plan of calumny^ 
ftudioufly propagated, both within and without the etnpirc;^ 
the report that this prince was almoft perpetually in a ftate 
#f inebriety, 

could 
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could fcarcely credit. Even the court of Vienna 
ior feme time fccurely rcpoftd in the intentions 
ofthc new czar. Maria Thcrefa flattered her- 
k\( that the death of Elizabeth would not totally 
diffolve the alliance that fubfifted between the 
two empires > but (he was deceived in her ex* 
peflations. 

It was impoflible for Peter IIJ. to difTcmble i 
and of all the fentiments he entertained, that 
which he was lead able to conceal was his en* 
thufiafm for the king of Pruffia. He let at 
liberty all the prufTian prifoners that were con- 
fined at Petersburg, and admitted them to his 
table. One of them, whbm he treated with the 
greateft deference, was the count de Hordt, a 
fwedifli officer, who had entered into the fcrvicc 
of Frederic, and whom Elizabeth had detained 
three years in exile *. The tzar took him into 

* Count de Hordt» lieutenant-general of the pruffiao 
troops, was made prifoner by the Rufliane after the battk 
of Cuftrln. EHzabeth fent him into banifhment in revenge 
for the treatment of a ruffian officer, whom the king of 
Pruffia had caufed to be broke alive on the wheel, for form- 
ing a plot of revolt, and meditating to maflacre the gar- 
rifon of Cuftrin, where he was kept prifoner. When Hordt 
appeared before Peter III. and related to him, that, inde- 
pendently of the iti-treat?ment he had received in prtfon, he 
liad been denied the ufe of books ; Catharine, who was 
{irefcnt, exclaimed : ** That was very barbarous.'* 

bis 
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his confidence» made him hb friend^ and al^ 
moft always converfed with him on the king of 
PruQia. 

He but rarely invited the foreign minifters to 
his court, excepting the pruflTian envoy and Mr. 
Keith, the britifh ambaffador; which rendered 
his coolnefs the more dilagreeable to the reft. 
Peter had long kept up a clofe correfpondencc 
with Frederic, whom he addreflcd in his letters 
under no other ftylc than his dear brother or his 
worthy matter. He reminded him in one of 
them, that previous to his being eledlcd grand 
duke, he had had the honour of fcrving in his 
krmy ; and went fo far as to pray him to grant 
him a higher rank. 

The king of Pruffia very dexreroufly took 
advantage of the friendfhip of the tzar. He 
gave him not immediately the rank he foUicited, 
that he might incrcafe his avidity for it; bur 
after fomc time had elapfed, wrote him word 
that he had appointed him major-general, not 
on account of his quality as a prince, but folcly 
becaufe of the military fkill he knew him to 
poiTeifi. This pretended favour filled Peter 
wth joy. His fafcination for the king of Pruffia 
became now more ftrong. He caufed the por- 
trait of that monarch to be placed in his cham- 
ber. 
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bcr *, and celebrated this inauguration, and the 
glory he had acquired in being admitted to a 
rank at Berlin, by a fplendid rcpaft, in which 
he forgot that temperance which he had for fomc 
time obferved. 

If Peter's infatuation for the king of Pruflia 
bad not been complete, he might have been 
correfted of it by fome Icflbns he received from 
his own fubjcds. To mention but one. ** Do 
** you know," faid he one day to the hetman 
RazumofRky, " do you know that, before I was 
♦* grand duke, I was- lieutenant in the fervice of 
•^ the king of Pruffia ?"— ** Well !'* replied the 
kozac, *^ your majcfty may now make the king 
** of Pruffia a ficld-marfhal." 

The pruffian afccndai^was not only difplcafing 
to the generality of the courtiers and to fome of 
the foreign minifters, but the alterations intro- 
duced by the tzar did not meet with univerfal 
approbation. Some of them even created him 

* It was a portrait which count Totlcbcn had made a 
prcfcnt of to the emprefs Elizabeth, who had difmified it 
into an obfcure comer of the palace; and during the whole 
of her reign nobody might keep a portrait of the king of 
Pniflia. The grand duke alone had a miniature, which he 
wore on his finger in a ring, and which he took care to 
conceal when he was in the prefence of his aunt. 

a great 
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a great number of enemies, and evinced that if 
he had fometimes good intentions/ he was de(i« 
cient in judgment, and efpecially in that energy 
of charafter fo neceflary for the ruler of a nation. 
Together with the wifeft plans he often adopted 
fuch as were ufclcfs, and others that were even 
dangerous. The defire of making improve- 
ments made him imprudently hazard permature 
reformations. 

Peter took the vaft pofTeflions of the churcl\ 
and made them into domains of the crown, 
putting the clergy on yearly fabrics, but forming 
a very decent income, of 5000 down to 150 
rubles. It was, undoubtedly, juft and beneficial 
to dimini(h the wealth of the monks, and to attack 
prejudices injurious to the ftate ; but at the 
commencement of a reign againft which pre- 
polTellions had long been formed, in a na- 
tion funk in fuperftition, and juft beginning 
to emerge froni barbarifm, was it expedient to 
irritate a numerous clafs of men, who by their 
fituation had fo much influence over the reft ? 
Was it expedient to take from the churches the 
figures of the (aints, which to the RulTians arc 
the objefts of profound veneration ? Was it 
expedient to excite the facred rage of the devo- 
tees by bani(hing the archbifhop of Novgorod, 
who ftood forth agaifift this violation ? Surely 
not : and yet this was what Peter did -, but he 

found 
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found himfclf fuddenly obliged to rccal this 
prelate : and by this frcfli inftance of weakhefs 
he revived the hopes of his enemies, and did 
not pacify the offended popes. They fpread a 
report from one end of the empire to the other, 
that the emperor had only feigned to embrace 
the greek communion to qualify himfclf for 
filling the throne, but that he was ftiU a lutheran 
at heart, of which he was every day giving frefh 
proofs by (hewing a profound contempt for the 
rites, the ceremonies, and the religion of the 
Ruffians. 

To corroborate thefe reports, the people 
were reminded, that he had caufed to be built, 
in his palace at Oranienbaum, a lutheran chapel, 
at the confecration whereof he himfelf had 
affifted, diftributing with his own hands hymn- 
books among his holftcin foldiers, though he 
had not deigned to fet his foot in a greek 
church that was conftrufted about the fame time. 
It was faid chat he had again infuhed the faints, 
in naming two of his newly-conftruSed fliips, the 
one after his uncle, the prince George, and the 
other the Frederic, after the king of Pruffia *. 

* Catharine, who knew how to flatter the people^ 
changed the names of thefc two (hips. The one was called 
the St. Nicholas, the other the St. Alexander. Their holy 
patrons, however, did not fave them from the Turks in the 
war of 1768 : they were both taken. 

It 
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It was induftrioufly propagated, that he never 
ipoke but with difdain of the ruffian empire^ 
and only with refpeft of the Germans. All 
thefe reports, circulated with artifice, foon 
alienated from the prince thofe hearts which the 
firft days of his reign had won him. 

While his adverfaries were thus eafily ren- 
dering him fo fufpedted of the peopki he himfelf 
was ieemingly taking pains to offend the army. 
He was continually (hewing preferences to the 
german foldiers over the ruffian troops. Ht 
dilbanded the noble guards, who had formerly 
placed Elizabeth on the throne j he deprived the 
horfe guards of the fervice they performed at 
court, and fubftituted his holftein guards in their 
place. He introduced the pruffian cxercifc^ 
which was undoubtedly better than that to which 
chey had been accuftomed, but which difpleafed 
becaufe it was flill to be learned; he excited 
difcontents in the regiments of Ifmai'lofF and 
. Prcobajenfky, by ordering one part to leave 
St. Peterlburg, and march into Pomerania, to 
join the army he had deftined to adi: againft 
Denmark, He raifed his uncle, prince George 
of Holftein, an officer of but little experience, 
to the rank of generaliffimo of the ruffian armies^ 
giving him at the fame time the particular com^ 
mand of the horfe guards'^-^a command which 
VOL. I. o had 



had hitherto never belonged to any one but the 
fupreme bead of the empire, hk ftion, he fo 
far prejudiced his troops againft him^ that the 
moft beneficial alteration occafiooi^d a generat 
difcontent* It was even made a fubjed of 
murmur^ that he dcfigncd to diftinguifh the. 
regiments by different facings and collars*. — It 
was faid to be a german'fafhion^ not proper for 
Ruflia. 

The king of Pruffia, whom Peter llh ia- 
formed, with fcrupulous care> of all that he was, 
doing, frequently gave him advice. His firlt 
ftep was to diiluade him from the plans of hof- 
tility he was meditating againft Denmark^ in 
order to tccoycr his dukedom of Holftein : but 
&eing that he could n^gt induce h^tn to altc;r hfs. 
rcfolution, he advifed him, previous to hi^ 
entering on the war, to go and be crowned at 
Mofco, with all the cuftoraary pomp and cere- 
mony, and not to let out on his march for the 
army without taking with him thje foreign mi- 
niftcrs and all the Ruffians whofc fidelity he. had 
rcafon to iufped. He alfo recommended him 
not to begin too foon to touch the poffdfions o£ 

♦ It has been falfdy affprted that Peter Uh waijted tci 
introduce in Ruffia the blue colour inftead of green in the 
clothing of the troops : he changed nothing but the tnra- 
inings and the £icing« of the drefs of the iofaatry. 

the 
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the church, and not to meddle with the drcfs df 
the monks, as all thefe minute particulars are of 
the utmoft confcquence in the eyes of a bigoted 
face. In Ihort, he iifed every argument to per- 
fuade him to keep up that deference and rcfpeft 
which he owed to his fpoufc, and efpceially for 
hisown fccurity*. 

It is not to be doubted that Frederic, who 
was well acquainted with the charafter of Peter 
and that of Catliarine, had long forclccn what 
happened afterwards. Accordingly, writing to 
his minifter to continue to live in intimacy with 
the tzar, he gives him orders to pay great at- 
tentions to the emprcfs. 

However, Peter unhappily thought it not 
neceffary to follow in all things the leffons of the 
monarch whom he ftylcd his maftcr. He in- 
fcnfibly. refumed his vicious habits; frequently 

* Peter III, was fo remote frort all nliftruft, that he 
anfweired the lung of Pruffia :— ** In regard to the concern 
** you take in my fafcty, I befcech you to give yoUrfelf no 
** uaeafinefs. The foldiers call me their ^her ; ihey ^ay 
** that they had rather be governed by a man than a wo* 
•* man. I take my walks alone about the ftrtcts of Peterf- 
** burg ; if any one defigned to dd me harm, he would 
<* have executed hig purpofe long ago : but I am continually 
** doing good on all occafions that offer, and' I truft ih the 
** protedion of God alone ; with that I have nothing to 
•• fear." 

02 pafling 
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pafTing the whole day in drinking and fmoaking 
amidft a company of bafc courtiers, who, for 
^he moft part, were eagerly fecking his ruin, 
and perfidioufly applauding his fantaftical hu- 
mours and his moft dangerous innovations. 

His behaviour to his fpoufc was equally in- 
confiftent. At the -very moment when he was 
doing homage to the fuperiority of her mind, he 
would let flip fome plain intimations of the in- 
dignation his wrongs had infpired into his breaft. 
In the moft facred and pompous ceremonies of 
the ruflian church, fuch for example as the 
bcnediftionof the waters*, ht made her appear 

adorned 

* The greek church has fome fimilarity with the latin m 
point of ceremonies, but exceeds it, which is not faying a 
little, in fuperflitious rites/ Among others, for example, 
annually on the 6th of January, Twelfth-day, as it is called 
with us, a (ingular feaft is folemnized, denominated by the 
Ruflians the bleffing of the waters. For this ceremony at 
St. Peterfburg, a fort of wooden chapel or tabernacle, painted 
green and ftuck about with boughs of fir, is conftruded on 
tlie ice of the Neva, between the Admiralty and the impe- 
rial palace. This little building is covered with a dome, 
rcfting on eight fmall columns, on which ftands the figure 
of John the baptift with the crofs in his hand, amidft bul- 
ruflies ; the infide of the edifice being decorated with paint- 
ings reprefenting the baptifm of Jefus, his transfiguration, 
and other tranfadions of his life. From the centre of the 
dome is fufpcndcd by a chain a monftrous large holy-ghoft 

of 
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adorned with all the marks of imperial dignity, 
while he was concent to follow her train as a 



of wood over the aperture in the ice, round which are 
fpread rich carpets. This little temple is entirely furrounded 
with paUfadoes, which are alfo ornamented with fir-branches; 
the fpace within being likewife covered with carpets. A 
fort of gallery round the building communicates with a 
window of the palace, from which the imperial family come 
forth to attend the ceremony. (For fevcnd years pail the 
cmprefs and her grandchildren only faw the folemnity from 
th^ windows of the palace.) The ceremony begins imme- 
diately when the regiments of guards have taken their ftation 
on the river. Then the archbiHiop appears amid the found 
of church bells and the firing of the cannon of the fortrefs, 
and proceeds along the carpets, attended by his train of 
biihops and other ecclefiallics, into this little church, where, 
(landing at the hole in the ice, he dips his crucifix three 
times in the water, at the fame time repeating prayers, and 
concludes with a particular o^ to the great faint Nicholas ; 
which done, the water is accounted blefTed. The prelate 
then fprinkles with it all the furrdunding multitude, and the 
banners of all the regiments which are at that time in Pe- 
terfbur^. The confecration ended, he retires; and now 
the people prefs in crowds to the hole in the ice, where they 
drink it with pipus avidity : mothers, notwithftanding the 
cold, dip their naked babes in the ftrcam, and men and wo- 
men pour it on their heads ; every one holds it a duty to 
take home a veffel of the water, in order to purify their 
houfes, and for the cure of certain difeafes, for which it is 
afiirmed to be a powerful fpecific. During which four 
popes, one at fiach comer of the aperture, chant a foit of 
litany for the occ^fio^t 

o J fimplc 
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fimple colonel, as if he intended to (hew to his 
people, that flic was born to reign, and he to 
obey. Even at court, he would often leave her 
to execute the whole of the rcprefentation ; 
while he, dreflfed in the uniform of his regiment, 
refpeftfully came and prefcntcd to her his offi- 
cers, whom he called his comrades. Peter the 
great had formerly done the like with Catha- 
rine I. and his minifter Mcntchikoff : but Peter 
the great knew how, whenever he had occafion 
to difpl^y the emperor, to employ means which 
Peter IIL had not. 

In the ipean time the apparent favour of the 
emprcfs was not of long duration.^ No fooncr 
did the tzar think himfelf well fcttted on the 
throne, than he no longer concealed his indiffer- 
ence, and fometimcs even made her experiehoe 
it in a very humiliating manner. At the time of 
the celebration of the peace that had juft been 
figncd with the king of Pruffia, Peter, who, du- 
ring the exhibition of the fireworks, was fcated 
by the fide of Catharine^ on feeing the countefi 
VcrontzofF, his miftrefs, pafs by, called to her, 
and made her fit down bcfide him. Catharine im- 
mediately retired, without any endeavour to detain 
her being vouchfafcd on the part of her hufband* 

The fame evening, at fupper, he drank the 
hcalch of prmcc George of Holfttin^ at which 

aU 
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all the company rofc up, excepting Catharine, 
who pretended to have got a hurt in her foot. 
Peter, irritated that the emprefs ihould #c£l to 
fail in the refpeft wJiich (he owed to her uncle, 
launched at her an epithet, which,'whether or not 
ihe deferved^ the emperor ought to have fpared 
his fpoufc^ Catharine was fo mortified that (he 
could not refrain from weeping, and fpoke for 
fome time, in a low voice, of this affront to her 
chamberlain Stroganoff*, whom (he had again 
the vexation to fee almoft immediately put under 
.arrcft. But her tears interefted the (pedtators, 
as the harflinefs of Perer excited their indigna- 
tion. 

It was by fcenes of this nature that the em- 
pre(s firlt her hopes revive. She faw that (he 
(hould foon get the better of the tzar, by op- 
pofing to his (lights and imprudent rudenefs, 
great circumfpedion and the arts of addrefs. 
She now made it her fole employment to gain 
thofe hearts which he was lofing. In(iru6led 
from her infancy in the arts of difTimulation, it 
was not difficult for her to afFcd, in the fight of 
the multitude, fcntiments the moft foreign to 
htr mind. The pupil of the philofophers nbw 
put oh the air of a bigot : (hi feduloufly repaired 

* t6uiil Sirdgaitefr paiRd tor 6nt 6£ M iaVoiirilcsdF 
Cathanne. 

04 every 
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every day to the churches of Pcterfburg, praying 
with all the femblance of a fincere and fervent 
devotion, punftual in the moft fupcrftitious 
pradlices of the greek religion, accofting the 
poor with benignity, and treating the popes with 
reverence ; who failed not afterwards to go pro- 
claiming her praifes fronti houfe to houfe. 

In the apartments of t>ie palace, the way of 
life purfucd by this married couple was not lefs 
different. While Peter III. was Ihut up with 
the countefs VorontzofF, Mr. Keith, fome pruf- 
lian officers, and others of his favourites; while 
he was fo far forgetful of his rank as to live fa- 
miliarly with buffoons, and to make them at 
times fit at table with him *, the emprefs kept 
her court with fuch a iriixture of dignity and 
affability as charmed all thofe that approached 
heri flic particularly made it her ftudy to attradt 
to her fuch perfons as, by their reputation, their 
courage, or their intrigues, might become ufcful 
to her, 

By thefe afts of imprudence the tzar difpleafcd 
not only the greater part of the Ruffians, but al- 

♦ Qnc evening among others, after the play, at the 
countefs Narifhkin's, he caufed the comedians to fit dow^ 
promifcuoufly with the ladies and grandees of the court, 
and featcd befide him ^ dancer, whom he called his little 
wife. - 

inoft 
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moft all the agents from the foreign courts* 
The miniftcr of Denmark ncveivappearcd before 
him, but he was fure to meet with fome difagree- 
able behaviour -, that of Auftria was always ac«» 
coded with coolnefs ; and even the ambaflador 
of France*, who had enjoyed fuch high con- 
fidcration during the late reign, was prefently 
made to perceive that the intentions of Peter III. 
were not more favourable towards the court of 
Verfailles than to that of Vienna f. 

Peter 

* It was if- <lc Brctcuil who fucceeded M. dc PHdpital. 
When Peter concluded a- treaty of peace and amity with 
Frederic, there was certainly nothing blameable in his en* 
thufiaftical attachment to one of the mofl extraordinary cha* 
raders of modem hiilory ; only in many difplays of this 
attachment and admiration we do not difcem the autocratic 
monarch of a mighty empire. If Peter, on one hand, put 
a ftop to thft (laughter and ravages of war, and in their 
fiead reftored tranquillity and the bleflings of peace ; yet^ 
on the other, he only began with more violence, and con* 
trary to the advice of all experienced perfons, his long-con- 
certed hofiilities againfl Denmark, which, according toliit 
plan, were to proceed to a real war of extermination, as it 
was his determination to drive Frederic V. out of all his 
european territories, and ponfine him to the dominion of 
Trankenbar. 

•f Peter gave proofs of this on every occafion. When 
the model of the new rubles was (hewn him for his appro- 
bation, perceiving that the artift had reprefented him with 
a large wig of monitrous curls flowing down his ihouldert, 

hf 
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Peter III. hid already come to the refolutioti 
of putting an eni to hoftilities againft Frederic ^ 



be eaiclaiinhl that he would not have fach a head-drtis as 
that ; It would make him look like the king of France. 
(Supping one evening with the grand chancellor Vorontzoff^ 
^heire the foreign miniHers were invited, the t^ar kept ih- 
^flantly^ taDtihg of the king of Pniffia all fupper-time. 
He was acquainted ^ith all his cahipaigns, even to the 
Biinuteft particulars. He harangued upon them with de- 
Kght» adways accompanying the encomiums he bvifhed on 
lAi heft #ith fbfcaiiical ahd irotiical itivedites againfl hia 
chhniea. He rok from tahk aft^r having drank greatly 
loo much ; then the punch thatlle took, and the tohacco 
that he (moked, cbmpkted his intoxicatioD. A party at 
Mfrds wsn propofed ; the emperor accepted it, and was one 
4f the ittil #h6 loft aj^inft the french amhaffador. Then» 
feeing iht fpanifh minlfter, M. d'Almodovar, who had taken 
kis place, he went up to the former atid faid iti his ear, al- 
k^2 to the war againft the Englifh: « Spain will lofe."— 
•• I thiAk not|" returned the Frenchman ; *« we are on hef 
*« fide, and iht has fhewn herfelf formidable ,cven when 
•* almie."-^The emperor, With a ftirug and a fneering 
feiae, onlyfaid: "Ah! ah !*'—'< Ho weVer,- fir," anfwcred 
the amhaffador gravefy, " France and Spain are very eafy 
* on that fcOre : and if they retaiu the aUiance of youf 
•* majetty, they will be equally fo in regard to the war on 
•• the Continent and with Germany." — Peter paufcd for a 
moment, and then anfwered in a high tone of voice : ** I 
«* will have peace." — «* We wifb for it as much as your 
*« majcfty," replied the ambafiador ; " but we Would have 

" it 
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and being of a charafter little fitted to xvait th6 
flow produce of a joint negotiation, gave w^y to 
his ardent defircs for peace, and to the fcntiments 
of that extravagant admiration, which he had 
conceived for the king of Pruffia. A fufpenfion 
of hoftilities was concluded between them on 
the 1 6th of March ; and it was followed not 
long after * by a treaty of peace and alliance. 
Nothing was ftipulated by the tzar in favour of 
his former confederates, whom he entirely aban-^ 
doned. He even agreed to join his troops to 
thofe of the king of Pruflia to a6l againft them. 
In a litde dme a ruffian army was feen in con*^ 
junfbion with one of Pruflia, to drive out of Siiefia 
thofe. Auflrtaqs, who had been a few months be-^ 
fore brought into that province by the ruflian 
arms. 

This was a miraculous revolution. Fortune, 
who had fb long abandoned the king of Pruffia 
to his genius, after having perfecuted him for 
near five years, and overpowered him with the 



*• it fafc, honourable^ and in concert with, our allies.*'— 
•* Juft as you pleafe," exclaimed the tzar. " For me, I 
•• '^lil have peace : do afterwards as you think proper.*' 
This anecdote was related by M. de Breteuil himfelf ; but 
k does not prove, it fhould feem, that the tzar was quite i# 
drunk as that miniiler pretended. 

♦ May 5, 

whole 
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tvhote weight of her anger, at length made 
amends by a fudden turnj and did for him, at 
one flroke, the only thing by which he could 
poflibly be faved. 

Sweden, who fince (he has recovered her li- 
berty has loft her political imporunce, and for 
a long time adled entirely under the dircftion of 
ruffian councils, followed, on this, as on all other 
occaGons, the example of the court of PeterC- 
burg, and figned a treaty of peace with the king 
of Pruffia on the aid of May • 

In order to account for whatever was not the 
rcfult of mere perfonal charaftcr in this extraor- 
dinary revolution of politics in Ruffia, it will be 
neccflary to remind the reader, that the tzar Pe- 
ter the Tbird was duke of Holftein ; and that the 
dukes of Holftein had prctenfions to the duchy 
pfSlcfwick, Thefe pretenfions-were compro- 
mifcd by a treaty in 1732. But as the ccffion 
made by the houfe of Holftein in this treaty was 
the efFcdl of ncceffity, it had been always appre- 
hended that ftie would make uk of the firft fafe 
opportunity of reclaiming her ancient rights. 
The tzar feized eagerly op the great one, which 
the poflefllon of the whole ruffian power afforded 
him, and he refolved to enter into an immediate 
war for this objeft, to which his predileftion for his 
native country gave in his eyes a far greater im* 

portancc 
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portancc than to all the conqucfts of his prcdc- 
ccflbr. As long as this war with the king of 
PrufGa fubfiftcd, it was impoflible that his de- 
figns againft Denmark could be profecuted with 
any hope of fuccefs. Wholly indifferent there* 
fore to all others, and paflionately fond of this 
objed, as fodn as he came to the throne, with- 
out any difpute or negotiation, he offered the 
king of Pruffia, in his great diftrefs, every thing 
he could have hoped from a ferics of viftorics, 
and whilft h^ joined his arms to thofe of that 
monarch in Silefia, he caufcd an army to march 
towards Holftein. 

Accordingly, fome few days afterwards, he 
difpatehed his orders to general count Cherni- 
chefF, who commanded the 30,000 ruffian aux- 
iliaries in the auftrian army, and which had 
taken up their winter- quarters in Moravia, to 
iparch them into Poland through Silefia. A 
fecond melTenger followed clofe at the heels of 
the former, with orders to the fame general to 
aft with his troops in concert with thofe of the 
king of Pruffia, and to conform in all things to 
the pleafure of that monarch. The tzar did 
not even deign to communicate thefe meafures 
cither to the courts of Vienna and Verfailles, nor 
to the miniftcrs from thofe courts prefent with 
him. The firfl intimation they had of them was 

throog& the gazettes. 

Some 
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Some time afterwards^ the niflian ambafiador 
at Vienna declared ta prmcc Kaunitz, << that die 
^' tzar^ finding the method of a congrefs too 
*« tardy, had preferred a diresft negotiation with 
" the king of PruQla ; that he was on the eve of 
^^ making a peace with that monarch ; that he 
« advifed the court of Vienna to imitate his ex- 
<^ ample ; and that it would be aftoniihing if it 
*< fhoukl take in ill part what he had done^ (ince 
« the war of Germany was not only foreign to 
<< himj and prejudicial to himfelf^ but byrdea* 
« fome to his people.'* ' 

This declaration was immediately followed up- 
by the treaty which he concluded May 5, 1762 ; 
and was dictated by the baron de Goltz^ fent by 
the king of Pruffia to St, Peterfburg in quality of 
minifter plenipotentiary, and Mn Kcith,^ the 
engliih ambafiador. 

Peter III. caufcd the peace to be celebrated 
with the grcatcft magnificence. The rejoicings 
lafted feveral days i he himfelf was prcfent at 
them, dreffcd in a prufllan uniform, decorated 
with the order of the black eagle which had been 
fent him by Frederic : and as if he had been re- 
folved to feize the opportunity afibrdcd by thefe 
feftivities for infli(5ting a greater infult on Auftriaj. 
he caufed the ambafiador * from Maria Therefa 

* The count de Merd, who was afterwards ambaiDuior 
in France. 

to 
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to be invited ; but that minifter iadig^^uljr r^ 
jcfted the invitation. 

Durbg all the time that thefe enter tainnatnt* 
Ia(led» fcarcely a day pafTed that Peter dxi 
not finiih by drinking to excefs» and his excefles 
were always followed by fome dangeroiw in- 
difcretion. One evening, according to cuftoim, 
he turned the <:onverlation on Frederic ; then, 
fixing the eyes of the councillor of ftate VolkofF, 
he fuddcnly exclaimed : " You rauft agree that 
" he is a ipagician, a forcerer, that king of 
** Pruffia! He knew ali our plans for the 
^' campaign, as foon as we had refolved on 
" them/' Volkoffreddieiicdwithembarraflrmwt^ 
Peter faid to him, " Why that embarrafimcnt ? 
" you have no longer any need to fear Siberia^ 
^^ Is it not true, that, notwithftanding the drea4 
" you had of it, you communicated to me all die 
«« plans and projefts that were refolved on. in the 
^< council, and that I fent them off to his majefliy^ 
" the king*?" 

Towards the termination of the rejoicings 
that were made for celebrating the peace between 
Ruifia and Pruflia, the tzar, who guefTed how 
much the ambaffador of Vienna^ muft be in^ 
cenfcd, and doubtjcfs was inclined more: dc^pljr 

♦ It was thus he ftyled Frederic II. unlefs when he 
called him his preceptor, his friend, his brother, 

to 



J08 titB OF THE [1762* 

to affront him, fcnt him word, ** that, fincc the 
«< croprcfs-quccn alone threw obftacles in the 
*« way of a general pacification, from a fpirit of 
«« unbounded ambition, and the unjuft defire of 
« recovering Silefia and the county of Glatz, fo 
« folcmnly ceded to Pruffia, he had refolved to 
^* fend 20,000 men more into Germany, in order 
^< to force Maria Therefa to relinquifli her ille- 
" gitimate pretenfions." 

Every thing feemed to announce that this 
would not end in an empty menace. The king 
of Pruifia already began to Clatter himfelf that 
frefli fuccours would foon be added to the 
Kulfians, who were marching under his banners 5 
and fuch, in faft, were the intentions of the tzar. 
But a fudden cataftrophe fruftrated the cxpedb- 
ations of Frederic, and wrought a change in the 
court of Ruflia. 

In the midft of thefc warlike preparations^ 
of thefe reformations undertaken but feldom 
cffefted, and of thefc ufelefs feftivities, Peter III.^ 
was not unmindful of the countefs Vorontzoff j 
he allowed her, on the contrary, daily to gain 
over him new acceflions of fway. This young 
woman, not (hrewd, but (lupidly proud, and di- 
rcfted by an ambitious and crafty father, found 
Ipeans to induce the tzar, one while by flattering, 
at another by fcolding, and fomettmes by carry-* 

ing 



Mf$2.} EMPRISS CATITAIKNE II. 00$ 

ing her frows^rdnefs fo far a$ to dare to beat him, 
^ renew the prpnaife he had madei while yet onl j 
graod duke, that bf ^ould marry her, and placq 
her in the rppm of C^harinc on the throne of 
RwAia. 

Proitd of this hope, fhc had th« itpprudcpce t^ 
iK>a(l:of itj and this inoprudence brought on hcf 
win. While her father and fonic of the courtiers 
who were fo devoted to him^ were labouring <^ 
pa:ving her way (p the throne, the jealpufies with- 
out number that her prefent inSuence and hef 
futpre grandeiir had created, the enemies of the. 
tzar apd th^ partifans of the emprefs, were all 
ftriving, as if by conient, to lind n^SLjx^ for e^^ 
eluding her from it. 

PeiDeriU, apt a whit kfs indifcreet than i^ 
IcOMntefs Vorontzofi> feemed to authorife by b^ 
conduift the reports that fhe fpread> and he evep 
DP longer feemed to take any paii^s to conceal i^a 
intention to repudiate Catharine, and to decjiarp 
t^ illegitimacy of Pagl Petroyitch. Howeve^^ 
be hid refolved to cover this aft pf defpotifm 
with an appearance of juftice, fondly imagining> 
that^ oa publi^^ifig to the world the proofs of 
the infidelities of Catharine, hi3 conduct wou)d 
xneet the apprpbatipq pf all hj;s iubje(£tis ^ (he 
f^pfEurppf. 

VOL. I, p The 
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The countcfs VorontzofF, informed by the aged 
fcftator her father of the firft artiours of the 
emprefs with SoltikofF> had long fince taken care 
that the tzar fliould have no reafon to complain 
that fhc kept the fe<:fet from him : fhe apprized 
him of it } and this it was that prevailed on the 
prince to refolve on declaring 'the illegitimacy 
and the exheridation 9f his Ton. In confequence 
of this determination^ he recalled SoltikofT from 
Hamburghj where he had conftantly redded 
iince Elizabeth had appointed him her minifter. 
He loaded him with carelTes and benefits^ and 
put every ftratagem in praftice to draw from him 
the authentic avowal of the criminal commerce 
he had . formerly held with Catharine, It was 
vifible to all the court, that Soltikoff, incited by 
the hope of glorious rewards, or intimidated by 
the dread of fcrious chaftifemcnts, would do 
whatever the tzar defired, and the tzar himfelf 
did not flatter himfelf in vain that his worthy 
chamberlain would not refift his inclinations. He 
was now only reftraincd by the difficulty in the 
choice of a fuCccflbr. 

Although this prince lived openly with' the 
countcfs VorontzofF, though he held frequent 
alTignations with a handfome ftage-danccr of 
Pctcrfburg, though he gave reafon to think that 

«.: . he 
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he had various adventures of gallantry, he was 
not perhaps therefore the fitter for obtaining an 
heir. By an operation in a fmall degree fimilar 
to that of the judaical rite, which he had under- 
gone in the firft years of his marriage, he was 
freed frorti an obftacle without procuring greater 
means. Nature had infpircd him with an ardent 
paffion for women j his defires were impetuous, 
but all feemed to prove that his efforts were 
doomed to be fruitlefs. Thinking himfelf well 
affured of his misfortune, and, wifhing notwith- 
llanding to raife fome 6ne to the place of Paul 
Petrovitch, he conceived all at once a very An- 
gular projcft. He determined to adopt prince 
Ivan, who had been dethroned by Elizabeth, to 
declare him his fucceffor, and to unite him in 
marriage with the young princefs of Holftein- 
Beck, who was then at St. Petcrfburg, and whom 
he cherKhed as his daughter. ' 

Peter IIL then with a very few attendants, 
went privately to the fortrefs of Schluflelburg, la 
the defign of making a vifit to Ivan*, without 

difcovering 

♦ It has already been feen that Ivan HI. was ftfll m hit 
cradle, when the revolution that placed Elizabeth oa 
the throne, ill 17419 occaiioned him to be (hut up, with 
the regent Anne, his mother and all his family, in the 
fortrefs of Schluflelburg. In the firft moments of that re» 
volution, the foldicrs who entered the apartment of the 
p 2 youog 
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difcovfcring himfelf to him> in order that h6 
might form a judgment whether he was worthy 
of the elevated (lation he intended to give him. 

jonng emperor fonnd him afleep* and waited ref{>c6tfuI1y tiB 
ke (hould awake* to carry him to Elizabeth* That priaceft 
took him up in her arms and fondly carefled him ; whea^ 
perceiving him to fmile at the (houts of ** Hourra Eliza- 
** veta !" which rcfounded from the grates of the palace^ (he 
could not rcftrain her pity, fayfng : «* Unhappy childl thoa 
*« knoweft not, alasi that they are the cries of joy of thott 
f* that hurl thee from the throne!" From Sthlt^fielburg 
Ivan was tranfported, together with his faxnilyy to the fortrelii 
of Riga, where they, remained 18 months. From Riga 
they were conveyed to Dunamunde, and afterwards to 
Orantenburg, a town buih by Mcntchikoff, m the cold 
province of Voronetch. There Ivan was feparated from htt 
fsumily, who were tranfported to Kolmoger. A monk wh# 
had accefs to the prifon where Ivan wa« detained, carried him 
off from Oranlcnburg, m the defign to condudl him to Ger- 
many I but he was arrefted at Smolenfk.^ Ivan was then 
fhut up in a monaflery, (ituate in the ValdaY, not hx ftem 
ikK^ road that leads from St. Petcrfbuig to Mofco. The 
emprefs £li7.abeth having a dcfire to fee him, in 17569^ 
caufed him to be brought back to Schluflclburg, where he 
had been put immediately on his denouement* He was 
led very fecretly to St, Peterfburg, in the hottfe of Peter 
Schuvaloff, where Elizabeth had a pretty long converfatioa 
with him, but without making hcrfclf known to him. Ivan 
was then about 16 : he was of a good height, of an intereft- 
ing figure, with fine hair, and a voice of much fwe^tnef^* 
Elizabeth (hed many tears as fhe talked with him : but that 
did not fave Ivan from being led back to his difinal duBgoonr 
where teeter III. fix years after went to fee him.^ 

The 
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The emperor, on this expedicibn, was pnly* 
attended by count IjcafAlexandrevkch Narifli- 
kin, his grand ecuyer, baron Ungern-Stcrnberg^ 
one of his general aides-de-camp, btron KorflF# 
mafter of the police at St. Peccrfturg, and the 
irouniellor of (late Volkoflf. He was himfelf 
furnifhed with an order figned in his own hand, 
in which he enjoined the commandant to gjive the 
bearers free leave to walk about the whole for- 
trefti without even excepting the place wherelvan 
was confined, and to leave them to converfe alon^ 
with that prince. Peter moreover took care to 
conceal the en(igns of his dignity, and to recom- 
mend Leof Nariflikin, who was tall and of a 
portly figure, to ad fo as that be ihould be taken 
for the em^ror. But Ivan was not thus de^ 
ceived. After having contemplated for fomc 
time the (Irangers that entered his cell« he threw 
Jbtimfelf all ar once at the feet of the ttar; 
«* Tzar !" faid he, " yoU are the mailer here. 
•* I fliall not importune you by a long petkion $ 
«* but mitigate the fevcrity of my lot. I have 
*< been langui&ing for a number of years in this 
^ gloomy dungeon. The only favour I entreat 
^ you to grant, is, that I may be permitted* 
«• from time to time, to breathe a freer air."-^ 
Peter was extremely aflfeded at thefe words.--** 
?* Kifc, prince f iaki he to Ivan i and,.gend3r 
F3 flapping 
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flapping hi» fhoulder ; " be under no uneafioefs 
** for the future. I will employ all the means in 
" my power to render your fituation more tole-^ 
" rablc. — But tell me, prince, have you any re- 
" coUedion of the misfortunes you have ex- 
** perienced from your earlier youth?'*—" I 
" have fcarccly any idea of thofe that befell 
" my infancy," replied Ivan ; " but, from the 
" moment that I began to feel my mifery, I 
^' have never ceafed from mingling my tears 
" with thofc of my father and my mother, who 
** were miferable folely becaufe of me: and my 
" grearcft diftrefs proceeds from the thoughts of 
" the ill treatment they received, as we were 
<* tranfportcd from one fortrefs to another.*'-— 
" Hah ! whence came that ill treatment ?" in- 
terrogated the tzar. " From the officers who 
«' conduced us, and who were almoft always the 
^' moft inhuman of mankind," returned Ivan. 
^' Do you rccollcft the names of thofe officers ?" 
faid Peter. — " Alas !" replied the young prince, 
«« we were not very curious to learn them. 
*^ We were content to return thanks to heaven 
*^ on our bended knees, when thefc monfters 
" were relieved by officers of a lefs favage dif- 
" pofuion." — " What !" faid the emperor, " you 
** never fell into the hands of fuch as had any 
<' humanity?"—" Only one dcfcrved to be dif- 

" tinguiflic^ 
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'f tinguifticd from that pack of tigers," an- 
fwcrcd Ivan. " He gained our cftccm, and we 
'^ lamented the lofs of him. His good nature, 
** his generous attentions will never depart from 
*' my remembrance."—" And you neither know 
** the name of that worthy man ?" eagerly afked 
the tzar. — " Oh, as to him, I remember him 
<^ very well/' replied Ivan: '* he was called 
f' KorfF." 

This fame baron Korff, as we have already 
feen, was oiie of them that accompanied Peter. 
He merited into tears as he heard thefe particulars; 
and the tzar, who was not Icfs affcdted than him. 
Cook him by the arm, and faid in a broken 
voice: " Baron, you fee how a good adion is 
*' never loft V 

That he might have time to recover from his 
emotion, Peter went out with KorfF, Narifhkin, 
gnd VolkofF, leaving baron Ungern-Stcrnbcrg 
alone with I van^ " How then did you come 
** hither, prince ?" then faid Ungern-Sternberg^ 
f' Who," returned Ivan, " can be guarded and 
f* fecured againft >razboimks*? One day, an 
^' order from I know not who is brought to th? 
^' prifon where { was with my parents. The 
f' razboiniks fall upon my family, and tear mc 
f' from the only perfons I knew in the world, and 

♦ Robbers. 

?.4 ^' who 



« who alone had gained toy affeftion tnd fhy c6n- 
^* fidence: I mean my father and my mother, and 
•* my brothers and my fitters. Oh how 1 did cry I 
*^ and how they thcmfclves, if they are yet alive, 
^* mutt lament the death of their fon ^nd their 
" brother!"—** What do you think will be the 
^* lot of our new emperor ?*' afked the b$ron. 
** If I may judge from my idea of the Rviflians, 
"it. will not be more happy than mine. My 
« father and my mother have often repeated to 
^ me, that foreign princes will always bie hated 
*' and dethroned by the treacherous and haughty 
*« Ruffians/' 

The tzar now re-entered, with Nariflikin, 
Korff, VolkofF, and accompanied this time by 
the commandant, to whom he faid in the prefencc 
of Ivan : *' I order you to give the prince from 
** this moment, all the fuccours he fliall afk, and 
^' to allow him at iall times to wdk and divert 
•* himfelf within the precinfts of the fortrclfe. J 
*' will fend you written orders containing more 
" particulars, by which y6u are henceforward to 
** regulate your conduft iii regard to his facrcd 
« perfon.*' 

On coming out of Ivan's chamber, the em-- 
J>eror went over the infide of the fortrefs *i and, 

after 

♦ The fortrefs of Schluffelburgi while in the poffeffion of 
^e Swedes called Noeteboiig^, occupies a fmall ifland, fitoate 

jufl 



I^Cl*"] EMPRESS CATHARINE If. ilj 

after having examined a fpot that feemed to lam 
proper for the conftruftionof an edifice for coih 
venicntly lodging the prifoner, he gave orders to 
the commandant to fet the proper woricmea 
about it, and added : <^ Let it run in a flraiglit line 
" from one wall to the other of this angle of the 
** fort, fb as to form nine rooms in frcwit, and 
** the reft of the fpace, to the extremity of the 
♦* angle, may be made into a little garden^ 
^ with which he may aitiufe himfclf in the 
** air, and find fome alleviation of the ft verity 
^' of his confincAient. When the building ftaU 
*' be finilhed, I will come -myfclf and put the 
** prince in poffeflion." • 

Probably the tzar only fpoke in this manner t» 
the commandant of Schluflfelburg as a blind, m 
prevent him from furmifing his real ioteQiiontf 
for othcrwife what need had he to give orders 
for the conftruftion of a new prifon for him 
to whom' he meant to give the throne ? Be(ide% 
^is prifon had a quite different objeft. It is not 

* • '■' i . ■ >■ . I I ■ I < ■«■ 1* i. M !■ ■ > !■ ■■ HH| | 

juft where the Neva flows out of the lake Ladoga, in 59** 50* 
K. L. It is in the antique form, with high walls and vaukejl 
tamparts, and being ufed for the confinement of ftate-pri* 
Toners, is only inhabited by the garrifon. Schluflel in ger* 
man fignifies a key. Its prefent name was given it by letter X« 
as being the key to hifi hew dty. 
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to be doubted that it was Catharine for whom it 
was defigned by her hufband ♦. 

Before ht quitted Schluflclburg, Peter went 
once more into the prince's dungeon ; after this, 
he returned to St. Peterfburg j where no one en- 
tertained a fufpicionof the extraordinary interview 
he had juil been having, and much lefs of what 
he was meditating in favour of Ivan* 

When the prince of Holftein, the emperor's 
uncle, was informed of the vifit this monarch had 
made to Ivan, he advifed him to fend that un*- 
fortunate prince into Germany, together with 
duke Anthony of Brunfwic, his father, and 
the reft of the family. Peter, to avoid railing 
any fufpicion of his plan in the mind of his 
uncle, pretended to approve his advice, but for 
the prefent he reded fatisHed with cauling Iv^ 

* Though it is currently taken for granted, that it was» 
the emperor's plan to caufe his wife to be arreiled, and to be 
fhut up in SchlufTelburg, yet it is very for from being fatif- 
hB.OTiiy made out, even by the evidence anfing from this new 
houfe eredied in the fortrefs, defigned, it is faid, for the 
emprefs. It is thought by numbers of people, that it was 
really intended for prince Ivan, inflead of the difnial and 
inconvenient hole in which he was lodged. Peter, by having 
him removed to Kexholm, brought him more within his 
' reach, in order perhaps to produce him whenever occaiion 
might ofFer. This may eafily be fuppofed an after-thought^ 

tQ 



1762.] EMPRESS Ci^THARINE IX. SX9 

to be conveyed to the fortrcfs of Kcxholm, built 
on a little ifle in the Ladoga lake, and much 
nearer to the refidcnce than Schluffclburg. It 
is impoflible on this occaGon to forbear remark^- 
ing, that a fort of adverfc fate fcemed everj 
where to purfue the unfortunate Ivanj for,-^as 
he was rowed from Schluflclburg, to get on 
board the galleot that was to convey him '<o 
Kexholm, the fkiflF in which he was narrowly 
cfcaped being loll, by one of the tempefts that 
fuddenly rife in fummer, and dangeroufly agitate 
that (lormy, and, in many places^ unfathomable 
lake*. 

In the mean time the indifcretiorts of the tzar 
revived from day to day the hopes of Catharine^ 
and the defigns he had formed againft her, a part 
whereof were but too well known, emboldened 

* To fecure the barks coming with g^ods from the 
Volkoff acrofs the Ladoga, from the dangerous ftorms and 
vrhirlpools of this boifterous lake, was the view of ?eter 1. 10 
digging the Ladoga canal ; and this defign is fully aittained; 
This canal, which Peter began in 1 7 1 9, and which the empreft 
Anne finifliedby count Munich in 1730, follows, through a 
xnorafs, the fouthem (hore of the Ladoga, and, 10 fathom 
broad, and from 7 to 10 feet deep, extends its courfe 6( 
104 verfts, to Schluffelburg, where it enters the left b^nk 
of the Neva. The Ladoga receives the waters of the rivcft 
Roebona, Lava, Schaldica, Nafia, and Lipka, to which the 
9nly outlet Is the Neva* 

her 
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« 

krr to run all hazards in order to prevent them. 
Pifmifled to PetcrhoflP, and lodged in one of the 
apartments the mod retired^ and leaft apparent 
of the palacej (he pafled her days in medicating 
the projeft forpr^cipiuting her hufband from the 
l^ronej and her evenings in the company of a 
peculiar intimate^ whom ihe had made the moft 
intrepid of the conQ>irators« 
V The power of the tzars, though abibluce an4 
Imcontrollable in its exercife, is extremely weak 
In its foundation. There is not perhaps in £u« 
fope a government which depends fo much on 
the good-will and afi^eftion of thofe that are go* 
vemed, and which requires a greattr degree of 
yigihnce and a fleadier hand. The reguhr 
fucceffion which has been fo often broken, and 
the great change of manners, which in lefs than 
a century has been introduced, have left in 
KuICa a weaknefs amidft all the appearance of 
^rength, and a great facility to fudden and dan« 
gerous r^votutions. 

Peter III. paki litde attention to thofe diffi- 
'cukics, which to him were the greater, as he 
was a foreigner born. They were augmented 
by the fuperior and invidious regard he feemed 
-to pay to f<mign intercfts^ and foreign per* 
ions* , 

Since 
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Since the removal of Count Poniatofskfj 
though the cmprefs had the addrcfs to appear, m 
the eyes of the moft attentive of the courtiers, 
faithful to her attachment to him, yet in the 
intimacy of this friend (He found the means of 
Gompenfacbg his abicnce. Thus, to encourage 
the miflake of her prying obfervers, (he had 
^e twofold motive of interefting them in behalf 
of a diiappointed paf&on, and of averting their 
looks from her obfcurer indulgences. Her very 
friends were deceived. M. de Breceuti, who 
imagined himfelf a perfon of great difccrnmcnt, 
and that he was in the entire confidence of 
Catharine, thought her fo conftant to Ponia- 
tofsky, that he degraded his quality of ambaffador 
(b far as to deliver into her hand all the letters 
from the count, and to forward her anfwers* 
Princefs DaflikofF herfclf was ignorant that fli€ 
had any other love than that of ftudy and of 
Poniatofsky; and Ihe had long been plotting 
in concert with OrtefF, without wee fufpefting 
that OrlofF was even known to the emprefi. 
In (hort, the only perfon that was in the lecretj ^ 
t&d was die manager of the piece, was one of 
her women, namedCatharine Ivanovna, the moft 
ingenious of Qonfidrtntes, and the lead fcrupulous 
of duennas. She behaved with fo much addrefs, 
that thofe whom ihe prefented to Catharinp 

enjoyed 



122 LIFE OF THE i^l^' 

enjoyed almoft always the favours of that 
princefs, without knowing who flic was *. 
. Gregory OrlofF poflefled neither the advan- 
tages of birth nor thofe of education ; but he had 
received from nature what are often found more 
ufeful, courage and beauty. He had a poft in 
the artillery, while his two brothers were only 
common foldiers in the regiments of guards f. 
Count Peter SchuvalofF, grand matter of the 
artillery, a vain and pompous man, was delirous 
of having the handfomeft of his officers for 
aide-de-camp, and he fclcfted Gregory Orloff. 
He had alfo for his miftrefs one of the moft illuf- 

. * M. de Rulhiere tells us it was by chance that 
** Orloff defcried, in the pomp of a public ceremony, the 
** miftrefs whom he adored." But it is very difficult to 
beh'eve that the aide-de-camp of count Peter Schuvaloff 
ihoHld not know the grand duchefs, as Peter Schuvaloff 
went ^frequently to court, and as in Ruilia an aide-de-camp 
always attends his general. 

f Alexius and Vladimir. The Orloffs were ^vc bro- 
thers : Gregory, the favourite ; Alexius, fince become ad- 
miral, who, in the war againft the Turks, in 176S, com- 
manded the ruffian fleet in the Archipelago, was latterly at" 
Mofco, led thither on account of fome affairs of trade» 
having large tanneries on his eftate, but was driven out of 
that capital by an order from Paul Petrovitch ; Vladimir, 
made fenator after the revolution ; Feodor, chamberlain ; 
and Ivan, likcwifc chamberlain, but who came vcsy rarely 
to court. 

trious 
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trious and the handfomtfl: women of the courts 
the princefs Kourakin, who was not long in 
giving the aide-de-camp to underftand that (he 
preferred him to his general. But unfortunately 
the general, who furprifed them together, for- 
bad OrlofF any more to appear in his prefence^ 
and threatened to exert all his interefl: to get him 
banifhed to Siberia. This adventure made ^ 
noile ; it was for a time the fubjedt of conver- 
iation both in town and country j and the ftory 
found its way even into the retreat in which Ca- 
tharine was forced to do penance. Curiofity, 
•pity perhaps, led her to wifh foran acquaintance 
with the young officer whofc difafter was the 
topic of public difcourfe. Ivanovna, with the 
cuftomary precautions, procured her a fight of 
him ; and Orloff*, at Hrfl: unable to guefs wha 
the fair-one might be that took fuch concern in 
his lot, found her to polTefs more charms and a 
fonder afFeftion than the princefs Kourakin# 
This firft and qiyfterious converfation was fuc- 
ceeded by feveral interviews, in which Catharine 
. was only obliging; but when fhe thought herfelf 
well afiured of the boldnefs and the difcretion of 
her new acquaintance, fhe unveiled to him her 
ambitious defigrts. OrlofF now entered into a 
confpiracy with her, in which he Ihortly aftdr 
engaged his brothers, his companion BibikofF, 

lieutenant 



lieutenant Paflik^ with other officers ; by means 
of whom he won over fome companies of guards^ 
but without imparting to tiicm his real defign. 

Catharine was as yet but grand duchefs when 
her connefiion with Orloff* began; and her cor*> 
relpondence with him was not the only one chat 
ihe carried on with no Icfr arc chan faccelt. 
Several other officers^ fcveral courtiers even 
participated in her fevours; buc as fhe did not 
cxpe£fc to find in them the devptednefs and che. 
genius that was neceflary to her, fhe was facisfied 
with making them her friends^ and never di£- 
clofed her fecret to them. Lieutenant-genenii 
Villebois* was one of thofc whom that princefi 
had diftinguilhed ; and when he obtained the 
command of the artillery, on the death of che 
general that had difplaced OrlofF^ (he induced 
him to give the lattcc the place of captain^trea-* 
furer of his corps. Villebois did as he was re- 
quefted by Catharine, v/ithout entertaining the 
foialieft fufpicion that he was ierving a rival 
preferred to himfelf. ^ 

Being feated on the throne, Catharine con^ 
tlnued not lefs the invifible and powerful infti- 
gatrix of the fa<ftion of the great, the remainder 
of thofe confpirators at the head of whom Bef* 

* An officer of confiderahle ment^ fon of a Ireack 

6 tuchfff 
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tuchcfF and the Schuvalofis had fucceflively ap« 
pcarcd, and whereof the hetman Kurilli Razu- 
moGJky, the prince Volkonflcy, nephew of the 
exiled Beftucheff, and major-general of the 
guards, together with count Panin, were the moft 
powerful fupports. 

In a word, (he had been able to form a third 
conipiracy, contrived by the young princefi 
Da(hkoff*, who always appeared, if not the 
moft formidable, at leaft the moft adive and im- 
petuous. The accomplices in thefe three fa£lions 
afted, moreover, without the knowledge of each 
other; and Catharine, who was the animating 
fpirit of them all, feemed to have no Ihare what- 
ever in the plot. 

PrincefsbafhkofF, lately returned from Molco, 
where her hufband had kept h^r in a kind of 
exile, was prevented from concurring with die 
aims of her relations, who were deGrous of fee- 
ing her fupplant her lifter in the favour of the 
tzar. That (ifter was more fuitable to the 
military tafte of Peter i and madame Daftikoff 
would never be fatisfied with a lover addided 
only to drinking and the fumes of tobacco. She 
dien formed an intimate connexion with Catha- 

* Princds Daflikoff was born in the year iJi^; conto^ 
^p^ljj^ .rt< t.fl.ai 1- ^ woman wai no more than 18 at 
chettt D. 

T Q^ ripe. 
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rinc. They paffcd whole days together in the 
purfuits of literature and intrigue ; and when the 
«mprefs was difmiflcd to PeterhofF, prince fsDafli- 
koflFremained at Peterfburg, in order to fcrvc her 
the better. She kept up a correfpondence with 
the emprcfs, in which fhe gave her the account 
of all that was pafling at the court or in the city, 
and the ' means which fhe ought to employ for 
preventing the dcfigns of the tzar. 

The attachment which princefs DaQikoff 
had vowed to Catharine was not the folc motive 
for exciting her zeaL She was principally 
jealous of the glorious elevation that awaited her 
fitter i and neither the menaces of that fitter 
and of her father, nor the authority of the chan- 
cellor her uncle, in whofe houfc (he had been 
brought up, were able to detach her from a 
party of which Ihe fondly made it her pride to 
be the prime mover. She had ftudicd the lan- 
guages, and read many of the works of foreign 
authors, during her fojourn at Mofco; which 
augmented her natural vanity, and taught her to 
deipifc the ignorance of the nation to which (he 
belonged. In the hopes of arriving at the Qip- 
pery honour of direfting a confpiracy, (he openly 
braved the refentment of her family ; (he would 
have braved every danger, and even boldly 
looked death in the face. 

Princefs 



17^2.] EMPRESS CATHARINE If« 127 

Princcfs Dafhkoff had for fome rime kept 
about her a PIcdmonfcfc, named Odart, whom 
penury and a wifh to feck his fortune had 
brought to St. Peterfburg, and who had con* 
firmed the tafte of that lady for french literature, 
by making her acquainted with the beft writers 
of that nation. Odart was become the more 
valuable to the princefs> as like her^ with aa 
apdtude at witty conceits^ he pofljcfTed a turn 
for intrigue. She was ever extolling a man . to 
whom (he thought herfelf indebted for her fupe* 
riority i and (he ipoke of him to the emprefs in 
fo advantageous a manner^ as to induce that 
princefs to defire his attachment^ and to give 
him the tide of her private fecrctary. 

It was not long ere this artful and infinuating 
fecretary became one of the confidents^ not In 
the delicate connexions of Catharine^ but in her 
ambidous defigns. A witnefs to the grievances 
of this princefs, and foreboding the humiliatioit 
that awaited her, he eafily perceived that there 
was no other way of efcape, both for the prefcnt 
and the future, than by the fall of the emperor^ 
But how to accompli (h this fall i How dare to 
attempt it? Odart faw all the difficulties, a^ 
the dangers with which it was attended ; but He 
alfo knew, that if punifhmentand death were on 
one fide, honours and riches prefeoted them- 
0^2 fclvc* 
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felvcs OH the other. Riches were the only 
deities of Odart: he was not long in deter- 
mining his choice. He diredly addrefled him* 
ftlf to princefs DaSikoffj who, anticipating 
his bold and afpiring ideas, was elated to excefs 
tt finding in a man whom (he efteemed for his 
talents; an accomplice in atchievements worthy 
of heriein What flattering hopes now intoxi^ 
cated the minds of thefe vain and conceited 
confpirators ! What did they not promife them* 
felves; if they could but overthrow thefovcrcign 
of one of the greatcft empires of the world i 
Odart expecled an immenfe fortune would be the . 
reward of his fervices s the princefs imagined 
that the whole univerfe would be incefiantly 
talking of her, and that her gk)ry would afcend 
far fuperior to hcr's on whofe head (he Ihould 
place the crown. 

But the execution of fo great a projeft de* 
manded more efficacious inftruments than vain 
imaginations and barren defires. More was 
wanting than a woman of eighteen, and an ad- 
venturer whom nobody knew. Accordingly, 
when Odart and madame Dafiikoff had fuffi^ 
ciently entertained themfelves with the magnifi- 
cent rccompenccs they hoped to obtain, they 
began to think of procuring foldiers, and money, 
which always propagates foldiers, and in Ruffia 

more 
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more than elfewhere ; and a chief> whole name 
and audioricy may command refpeft s and tfpe- 
cial]y a man who^ accuftomed to dircd cdurdcrSt 
to manage intrigues, was neither to be embarra0ed 
by obftacles, nor difmayed by difappohitments. 
They then turned their eyes on the hetman 
Cyril Razumofffky^ and count Nikiu Ivanovitch 
Panin. 

The great influence the hetman * bad enjoyed 
during the reign of the emprefs Elizabeth, and 
die familiarity of Peter III. which he had had 
the art of preferving, dill gave him confiderabk 
interefl: at court s and his immenfe riches, which 
enabled him to exercife continual liberaliries 
towards a multitude of neceffitous officers and 
foldiers, (ecured him a great number of friendtf 
among the troops. He filled one of the firft 
pofts in the empire. He had no efteem for 
Catharine, of whofe talents he did not think 
much, and whofe miftakes he had leen; he 
knew the danger of attempting to dethrone the 
tzar, but was trui in his adherence to his former 
party. When princefs Dafhkoff communicated 
her defigns to the hetman, he applauded the 

* It hat becD imagined by fome, that though the devout 
Eh'zabeth had nuurried the grand-Teneur Alexey Razu* 
ttiofflky, brother of the hetman, the htter was neverthelefii 
Rioter of thai dfeptdi. 

0^3 fchemei 
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firbeme ; and, without feeming to take a direft 
part in the bufinefs, aflfured her that, in cafe of 
need, (he might rely upon his concurrence/ 
Therefore when Orloff came to him a few days 
after, in order to found his difpofition, he cncou^ 
raged him to oppofe the defigns which the em^ 
peror was meditating againft his confort, telling 
him^ at the fame time, that they who fliQuld 
defend that princefs might depend upon his 
joining them. The hetman kept Orloff 's fecret 
as he had kept madame Da(hkoff's; and happy 
in the contemplation of two new riling factions, 
he refolved in his mind to fupporc them with all 
the power of his own. 

Razumofflky went yet farther. He affcmbled 
his friends on the fpot; and without difcloHng to 
them precifely the twofold plan with which he had 
been entrufted, informed them that he knew with 
certainty, that among the troops a plot was 
hatching to dethrone the' tzar ; and if they ne^ 
gleftcd for a moment to declare themselves its 
leaders, no other alternative would be left them 
than to fubmit to becoipe the forced inftruments 
of the foldiers, or probably their vidims. They 
then afked him what he thought it ncceflary 
for them to do, ** Join me at the inftant th^ 
^' confpira^y breaks out," anfwered the hetman i 
^< and J will take care to aflign to ^^ch pf yoii 
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'* the rank to which Ws birtli, his fortune, and 
** his talents, give him a right to afpire. The 
•' blind intrepidity of fomc obfcure confpirators 
'* is now meditating to make the firft blow. 
" Let us diligently watch the moment. If they 
*' fuccced, it is for our dexterity to reap the 
*' fruits of their fuccefi. Do you feel yoiirfelves 
*^ heartily rcfolved to follow my example?*' 
All fwore they were ; and the mectfng broke up 
in expeftation of the terrible event that flattered 
either their hatred or their ambition. 

Thus certified of the aflfent of RazumofRky, 
princefs Daihkoff and Odart now made it their 
bufinefs to bring over count Panin to their 
party; and Catharine earneftly recommended it 
to them to let nothing efcape them that might 
conduce to that end. She very well knew that if 
the name and the prelence of the hetman would 
be of great weight in the firft openings of the 
revolt, the experience and the ability of Panin 
were ftill more neceflary for leading it to fuccefe. 
It was he alone who, by the arts of foft infinua- 
tion, could moderate the impetuous vanity of 
the princefs DaftikofF, excite, inflame the hatred 
and revenge of RazumofHky, diredl the covetous 
and fcrvile ambition of Odart, and juftify in 
jappearance the conlpiracy by annexing to it the 
name of the young Paul Petrovitch, his pupil. 
Q^^ Princefs 
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Princefs DafhkoflF then cothmilfioned Odart tt> 
propofe to Pamn his uniting with them; and 
Paninj prompted by a motive more dear than 
that of ferving the emprcfs and the grand duke^ 
promifed all that the princefs defired. 

All this did not yet fuffice madame Daflikoffl 
She made dired application to prince Vol- 
kon(ky> major-general of the guards. Vol- 
kon(ky> well taught in the arts of intrigue by his 
kinfman Beftucheffj and the inheritor of his 
hatred againft Peter IIL; Volkonflcy^ whole 
ambition was waiting for a change in the go* 
vernmentj and who flattered himfelf with having 
Ihoftly to aA the principal part in the new 
fadtionj was not more difficult t:han Panin and 
Razumofflky. 

The archbifiiop of Novgorod was in like 
manner brought over. They had made them* 
fclvcs furc of this prelate even before they difi* 
clofed their defign. The emperor had juft re* 
called him from exile^ to which he had fbme 
months before been condemned ; but the prelate^ 
more irritated at the feverity of the prince than 
aflfeded by his clemency^ waited only for an 
opportunity for fignalizing his facred fury. In* 
ventive fuperftition furnilhed him with numerous 
means. He knew the blind zeal of the Ruf- 
fians for whatever belongs to the orthodox 

greek 
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greek religion ; and the fwarms of monks whom 
he had at command continued^ under pretence of 
defending that religion, to difleminate in all hearts 
their hatred towards a prince who imprudently 
itemed to have declared himfelf its enemy. 

The princefs wanted alfo to fecure a part of 
the troops. She knew feveral of the officers; 
theie ihe went to fee under pretence of a mere 
vifit of politenels, and repaired to the barracks. 
There flie was met by OrlofF. The ex^^anatioa 
Ivas not difficult to either. They immediately 
i^reed; and without fufpeding that Orbffwas 
known to Catharine, the princefi Daibkoff 
found in him more than an accomplice. 

Having apparepdy gained over only Gregory 
Orioff, the princ^^fs Dafhkoff flattered herfelf that 
(he had alfo won, by his means, the two brothers 
of diat confpirator, in perfon notlefs handfomet 
in temper not lefs bold than he, and of a bodily 
ftrength and a brutality that rendered them for* 
midable even to their friends. She added at 
the fame time to her party many other officers 
or foldiers, whom Orloff had long been pre- 
paering for the rebellion; and when Odart 
thought to make the emprefs acquainted with all 
this fuccefs, that dillembling princefs, whofe 
lover brought her accounts of all in their noc- 
turnal interviews, was careful neither taunde« 

ceive 



534 "" OF THE 1^761. 

cchrc the fccictary, nor afFront the vanity of 
sadjiiie DalhkoE 

One akme of all the fa6lidus ftood in no need 
of irtfiil prepoflcflion: it was that very GlcbofF 
whom die czar had raifed from the lowed forms 
of chicane to the important place of procureur- 
general to the (enate •. The traitor, judging 
that his matter would prove unable to re(ift 
the muted attacks of (iich a hoft of foes as were 
plotdi^ hisdefthiftioQ, and adding cruelty to in- 
patitiide, relbhred to contribute what he could 
to hk nun, in order to profit by the change it 
voidd produce. He accordingly looked about 
for a band of conipirators with whom he might 
join ; and having difcovered that of Odart and 
princefs DalhkofF, he went to them with the 
offer of his fcrviccs. 

The aim of all thofc who fcverally confpired 
againft Peter IIL was to dethrone him -, but 
they were not difpofed to fet about it in the fame 
manner. Panin, Razumofflky, Orloff, thought 
it bed to begin by feizing on his perfbn at 
Peterhofff* at the conclufion of one of thofc 

or^es 

* When, on his acceHion to the thron<, this prince 4e« 
«Muided the refignation of prince Schafuikoi. 

^ Th« imperia] palace of Peterhoff, fituate on the fhorc 
^|)M Owfti^dt gulf, is 15 verfts from St. PeteHburg, 

SverfU 
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orgies which could not fail to take place on his 
coming thither to celebrate the anniverfary of 
St, Peter and St. Paul. Panin, with fomc 
others of the confpirators, had even been to 
gain an accurate knowledge of his apartment, ir> 
order the more eafily to fcize him on the fitted: 
occafion. Lieutenant Palfick, the moft fero- 
cious, the moft barbarous of his countrymen, 
infifted on a0dflinating him with a poignard in 
the midft of bis court ; and in fpite of all that 

8 vcriU below- Strclna, and 8 verfts above Oranicnbaunw 
Peter the great employed the architedl Le Blond to build it^ 
9iid tp dire^ the laying out of the gardens ; and its deco- 
rations have been increafed by all the fucceeding monarchs. 
Here annually a grand feftival is given in honour of the 
patron faints of the impenal houfe, Peter and PauL It 
coniifts in mafquerades, to which from 3000 to 4000 per* 
fons of both fexes repair from Peterfburg^ fo that there i$ 
{carcely a horfe left in the town. At night the palace^ with 
an the gardens^ walks, terraces, canals, cafcades, and foun- 
tainsy as well as the yachts that lie off the (hore, are aB 
grandly illuminated; which, efpecially the vaft cafcade, rolk 
jng its fheets of water over the lamps^ have a furprifingly 
|)rilliant effeft. In fome of the apartments are refrefhmcnW 
of every kind, acceflible to aU. About ten in the evening 
long jLables are fet out with a variety of choice di(hes ia 
great abundance, at which as many as can find room pro« 
mifcuopfly t^ke their places, and are fumptuouHy enter* 
tained ; as each is fatisfied, he retires, and others fucceed } 
for which purpofe the tables are conftantly renewing, ia aa 
lininterrupted fuccefiipn of difhei* 

Paoia 




SfhoTmag and forbidding, 
nr of fab' ooomdes^ named 
£ 31 lie IB ambolh two days (uccef- 
for dm prince on one fide of the 
houie inhabited by Peter while he 
layiog die foundancns of Petersburg : thefe 
Ptcrr IIL did not appear. But if the 
differed about the means of de-* 
the txar^ they were (till lefs agreed on 
of fiipplying his phcc. Catharine 
rche fele po0cflk>n of the fupreme au« 
(Moffand princefs Dalhkoflffupported 
Panin^ on the other hand^ pro* 
^^m^ obie file fliould govern only under tht 
^MK'^tcgent; and that the tide of emperor 
-jiryri: dtvohre on the young grand duke^ Paul 
IJlMWiittA. The hetman Razumofflky was of 
cim^ IttBC <^)inton. 

Al^ 4 feig conference held by the principal 
QiQl^inMrS) b which thefe feveral propofals 
tmtff^ ij^kvtkd, Panin h^d the courage to fay to 
Q:Klterioc>— ^' I know, madam, what you 
^ MK^old have, and what you are able to do ; 
<» but I know alfo where your ambition (hould 
^^ tefw You have repeated it a hundred times, 
^ >«hite 19 yet grand duchefs, that you were only 
"k^ vktix^Mft of the title of mother of the emperor. 
^ K>m tt^ ^^ ^^ prefent fcem too diminutive 

'^ to 
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*^ to you ? You would now remove your fon 
*^ from the throne of Ruffiaj but what right 
^ have you to feat yourfclf upon it alone ? Arc 
«• you of the blood of the tzars ? Are you even 
** a native of the empire ? Think you that this 
^^ ancient and warlike nation will acknowledge 
•* for their fovcrcign a countefs of Anhalt? 
*^ Think you that they will not be inceflantly 
** plotting in favour of the defcendants of Peter 
'* the great, while one of them lies languifhing 
** at the foot of the throne, and others continue 
*^ to groan in dark and loathfome dungeons ? 
" Ah, madam, give up your pretenGons to what 
** you can never obtain. Think it your greateft 
•* happinefs to be able to efcape the extreme 
•* danger that prcffes upon you ; and that the 
*' only means of juftifying our violent under- 
** taking, is to convince the world that your 
•* fon is, more than yourfclf, the obje£fc of your 
«* concern.** 

The confpirators, ftruck with the firmnels 
and propriety of this difcourfc, for a time re- 
mained mute. OrlofF fhuddercd. Catharine 
hcrfelf kept a momentary .filcnce. At length, 
turning to Panin:— " Count," faid flic, ** your 
" arguments are full of force ; but they are not 
** fufficicnt to produce any alteration in my fen- 
'^ timents. I know the Ruffians^ and you your- 

« fclf 
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«* fclf arc fo well acquainted with them as to 
" know^ that> provided they arc govcrded, thcf 
*' care but little about the origin of them by 
*' whom the government is admini(lered« This 
•♦ nation knows of nothing but obedience^ even 
** when the hand that rules it leans heaviljr on it. 
^ MentchikofF, Biren^ Munich, may ferve as 
^< proofs of this truth. But it is not thus that I 
<< defign to reign : far from it ; I ihall z6t with 
*^ lenity, with juftice, and in fuch manner as not 
<< to ^ give the flighted pretext to difcontent* 
** But you, who tell me of murmurs and rebcU 
<< lions, do you forget that it is moftly under 
" regencies that rebellions break out? Nay, 
'^ (hould we ever have had a diought of that we 
« have now been contriving, if Peter III. were 
<' capable of guiding with firmnefs the reins of 
«* government ? You arc alarmed for my fon i 
<< but had you rather abandon him to the fantaftic 
^* humours of a father, by whom he is already 
<< difowned, than truft his fortune to a mother 
" who loves him ? and, if I afpire to the fupremc 
<* command, is it not for the welfare of that 
<< child i is it not that I may be the better able 
*' to recompenfe thofc who, like you, affift mc 
" to defend him ? Doubdefs, they may all rely 
•^ on my everlafting gratitude -, but in order to 
" prove it to my heart's content, I muft have 

'' the 
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** the power i and that power is what I expert 
" from you." 

Panin was not in the lead fhakeri $ opinions 
were divided, and the confpiracors came to no 
fixed determination. 

It was cafy to perceive that Panin only wifhed 
to fet his pupil on the throne, in the hope of oc« 
cupying himfelf the fecond place in the empire, 
and to govern in his name. Catharine had too 
much difcerngient not to have difcovered this 
motive long before ; accordingly (he had given 
private durances to Panin that fhe would ap« 
point him prime minifter; taking*care, however, 
not to confirm this promife in prefence of the 
other confpirators, for fear of offending the am* 
bition of any of the party. 

Princefs DafhkofF, OrlofF, Odart, thofe who 
wanted to beftow the fupreme power on Ca- 
tharine, vied with each other in feeking fome 
means for inducing count Panin to alter his 
mind ; but it was long to no purpofe, and they 
would certainly not have been able to fucceed, if 
a paflion lefs terrible, but more powerful, had 
not come into conflidt with ambition. Love 
Jiad already enlifted in the fervice of Catharine 
the boldeft and moft intrepid of her confpirators: 
love granted another lady the boon of fubduing 

himt 
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hiro> whole ftubborn mind was not to be moved 
by majcfty itfclf. 

The neceflicy into which the plot had led 
Panin of converfing frequently with the princels 
Daflikoffi the wit, the vivacity, the petulance 
of this young woman; her whole charader, in 
ihort, infpired htm with a lively lendernefs for 
her. He was not long in making her an open 
declaration of his paffion : ihe received it with 
coldnefs, and afi^rded him no hope of fuccefs. 
It was not however virtue in madame Dafhkoffy 
that impelled her to rejeft the profeflions of 
Panin. Many other known fuitors had already 
experienced that it was not invincible. But the 
age, the heavy air of Panin, his equivocal repu- 
tation in his attachments; and, above all, the 
deep and .lively fentiment ihe had vowed to 
another, prevented her from yielding to the per- 
fuafions of the preceptor, who, dumb from that 
moment on the fubjedt of his paffion, feemed to 
take pleafure in contradidting the author of its 
difappointment. 

The fubtle and vigihint Odart alone difco- 
vcrcd the fecrct motive of Panin's refiftance^ 
and immediately promifed to overcome it. He 
haftened to the princels ; and, aforr having heard 
her confirm what he had only {ufpt&cd, converfed 
2 with 
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with her in all the familiarity of a zealous con- 
fidant and an accomplice^ who was daily' in 
concert with her, braving exile ^nd death* 
Exempt from all prejudices, or rather incapable 
of an tfteem for virtue, Odart had the effrontery 
to ridicule that which Icemed to be a check on 
princefs Dafhkoff. Then, putting on a graver 
look, he reprefcnted to her that if Ihe thought 
it a fault to yield to the follicitations of Panin, 
that fault would be ennobled by the motive that 
impelled her to commit it. He reminded her 
of the union of fentiment that attached her to the 
cmprefsj and, fricndlhip being the principal 
virtue, no facrifice fliould feem too dear, when 
we were called to the fervice of a friend : and 
concluded with reprefenting to her, that it would 
be the triumph of heroifm to brave the disgrace 
of making her charms fubfervient to her ambition. 
The princefs DaftikofF, whofe romantic imagi- 
nation was eafily elevated, gave implicit credit to 
all that was told her by Odart, confented to* 
whatever Panin propofed, and Catharine had no 
more obftacles to apprehend on the part of the 



count *. 



The 



♦ It 18 but jufticc to obferve in this place, that many 
perfons who attended fucceflivcly the courts of Elizabeth, 
Peter III. and the late cmprefs, have uniformly affirmed, 

VOL. 1. R that. 
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The confpirators therefore being brought to 
agreement, thought no longer of any thing but 
of putting their plan in execution. Of chiefs 
there was no want s but foldiers were to be 
obtained. The firft thing to be done was to gain 
over thofe of the guards, as well for depriving 
the emperor of their defence, as for a fupport to 
the caufe. The Orloffs, Bibikoff, and Paffick 
had already fcduccd three companies of the 
regiment of Ifmailoff j but this number was not 
fufficient, and it was only by money that they 
could hope to corrupt others. The emprefs 
had it not in her power to furnifh any, as 
flie had fcarccly wherewith to defray the daily 
cxpences of her houfehold. She therefore, in 
concert with princefs DaflikoflP, commifiioned 
Odart to make application to M. de Breteuil for 
a fupply. That minifter, long the confidant and 
the dupe of the emprefs, was preparing to 
quit Pctcrfburg. He was not ignorant that a 
confpiracy was on foot, but he knew neither the 



that, of all the imputations thrown out on princefs Dafhkoff 
concerning certain peculiarities in her difpofition and temper, 
they never once heard the flightell fufpicion caft on her 
chaiUty : and to her friends it has always been her boaft, 
thaty though a widow at the age of 18, the moft malignant 
of her enemies had nothing to accufe h«r of la this refped. 

' ^ fprings 



176a.] EMPRESS CATHARINE It. &43 

Iprings that were to fet it in motion, nor the 
means by which it was to be conduced : he was 
doubtful of its fuccefsi and, when Odart in- 
formed him that Catharine was defirous that the 
king of France would lend her 60,000 rubles, he 
hefitated to advance that trifling fum. Fearing 
however to mortify the fclf-love of the emprels 
by a formal refufal, as well as to give too much 
credit to the aflcrtions of Odart, whom he re* 
garded in no other light than as a prefumptuous 
adventurer, he told him that he might aflTure 
her majcfty that the king his matter would efteem 
it a pleafure to aflford her, on that occalionj a 
proof of his attachment, and that he would with- 
out delay communicate to him what (he defired* 
At the fame time he drew up the form of a note 
which he put into the hands of Odart, that (he 
might write it in her own hand, and return it to 
him. The note was conceived in thefe terms: 
** J'ai charge le portcur du prcfent billet de 
«* vous faire mcs adieiix, et dc vous pricr dc me 
** faire quelque petite commifllon, que jc vous 
** prie de m'envoyer le plutot poffible*/* 

* What a fpccimcn of M. dc Brctcufl'd ftylc I-^< I havt 
<« commii&oned the bearer of the prcfent note to bid 
« yx)u farewell in my name, and to requeft you to give mc 
^* feme fmall commiffion, which I beg you to fend me at 
■* foon as poffible.'' 

R 2 The 
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The Piedmontcfc, thinking that the emprefs 
«70u]d not have any fcruple to write this note^ 
promifed it to M. de BreteuiL But that princcfs, 
fcnfibly hurt at the diftruft fhewn by the frcnch 
minifter, the delays he put in pra£i:ice, and the 
ftatc of dependence in which he wanted to place 
her on a court ffae detefted^ vouchfafed not oven 
to give him an anfwer i and M. de Breteuil> 
having waited fome days without any appear- 
ance of Odart, fct out from Ruffia and pro- 
ceeded to Vienna, where he received, by 
Vcrfaillcs, the news of the fuccefe of the con- 
ipiracy, and the order to return to St. Pctcrf- 
burg *. 

On the preflure of the emergency, Catharine 
had confcntcd to borrow of M. de Breteuil; but 
afterwards, willing to (hew him that fhe could 
difpenfe with his afliftancc, fhe fcized the inftant 
of his departure to fend him' a note, which' 
Od^rt privately delivered to Berenger, the 
charge d'affaires, and contained the following 
words: " L'cmplctte que nous dcvionsfaire 
"» fe fcra lurcmcnt bicntot, mais a beaucoup 

* This IS cxa6lly the manner in which M. de Brctctiil wa» 
of fervice to the confpiracy ; and yet it is well known how 
fond he was of boafting in France how greatly he had for- 
^^Tarded it. . • 

** mcilleur 
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" meiUeur marchc: ainfi nous n*avons pas bcfoiq 
" d'autres fonds*." 

However, Catharine was at this moment in 
the mod tremendous fitui^tion. The dread of 
feeing her fchemes betrayed, the greater apprc- 
henGon of being arreftcd, dethroned, Ihut up 
for ever, all circumftances confidercd, filled hcif 
with the moft piercing difquietude. 

Peter all this white feemed only intent upon 
pleafure ; yet in reality he was not inattenrive to 
the condition of the unhappy Ivan, and to his 
military preparations. 

After having lodged this prince at Kcxholm, 
he caufed him to be fecretly condufted to Pe- 
tcrfburg, where he was put -in a houfe of no 
confpicuous figure i in which he vifited him 
during the night, accompanied by Gudovitch 
and VolkoflT. 

The fleet he had deftined to aft againft Den- 
mark being completely equipped, one divifion 
remained yet at Cronftadt, while the other lay 
waiting for it at Revel. The regiments that 
were to follow in this expedition were already in 
Pomerania, and others were on the march to 
join them. In a word, he was ready to put 

* • " The purchafe we intended to make will certainly 
** be made foon, but at a much cheaper rate : therefore wc 
** have no need of other fupplies," 

R 3 him(clf 
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himfelf at the head of his army for the invaGon 
of Holftcin. What fcemcd to flatter him moft 
-in this conquefl: was the being capacitated 
thereby to pay his refpefts to him whom he 
ilyled his friend^ his brother^ and his model, the 
king of Pruflia. In the expedtation of this hap- 
pinefs, he treated the envoy of that monarch 
with fuch diftinftions and even adulations as 
Frederic himfelf would never have endured : 
but this envoy • was young, and perhaps vaunted 
too much of the marks of deference fhewnhim 
by the emperor, Peter had at length fixed his 
departure for the day following the fcftival of 
Peter and Paul|, which he was, as ufual, to 

celebrate 

* It wa3 baron Coltz, who was afterwards miniftcr m 
France from Pruffia, and died at Bale in 1 794? It has been 
faid, that while Qoltz has be^n (hut up for hours together 
with young women of the pourt, the tzar, with a firelock 
on his (houlder, flood fentry at the door, as a common fol- 
dier. But who does not fee that this mufl be a flory in- 
vented by the calumniators of (hat unfortunate prince? 

f To make it believe4 tliat the tzar was completely 
ilupidy |hc report has been ftudioufly propagated, that 
when he was heated by wine and punch, he never failed to 
talk of fchemes of conquefl, and to give himfelf up to the 
tranfports of an extravagant ambition. Two days before 
the revolution that hurled him from the throne, he held, it 
is faid, the following difcourfe : ** Of what ufe are all thofe 
♦* petty fovcreigns of Europe ? Wha^ are they ? I am re. 

«* folved 
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celebrate at Pctcrhoff, and at the end of which 
he purpofed to caufc the cmprefs to be arretted. 
But the emprefs was taking mcafurcs efFedlualljr 
to prevent his defign. Her party was waiting 
only for the moment of aftion*. That moment 
was accelerated by chance. 

They who plan a confpiracy have always more 
zeal, more vigilance and aiflivity, than he againfl: 
whom it is dircfted. Accordingly the friends of 
Catharine were carefully informed of all thatpafled 
about the tzar, while he was ignorant of all their 



<* folved that, in future, there fhall be but three powers m 
*• this part of the world : Ruflia, Pruflia, and France. I 
<< will have all the North, the king of Pruifia (hall have all 
** Germany, and the king of France the reft," — " But," 
obferved one of his courtiers, ** what does your majefty 
«* think of putting France into your divifion ?" — " Oh ! 
** yes,** replied the tzar 5 ** France is likewife a great 
V power!" It is much to be doubted that, however in- 
toxicated Peter might be, he ever intended to make fucH 1^ 
partition of Europe, 

* Catharine's party confifted of the hetman Razumofffky, 
the preceptor of the grand duke, count Panin, the mafter of 
artillery Villebois, general Volkonfkoi, the brothers Orloff, 
the princefs DafhkofF, (to whom the emprefs was as ftrongly 
attached, as the emperor was to her fifter Elizabeth Vo- 
rontzoff,) &c. With Peter was count Munich, who woul4 
alone perhaps have outweighed all the others, if the em« 
peror had but refolvea to follow the counfcls of this expc^ 
ricnced veteran. 

K 4 proceed'- 
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proceedings. Expefting, in indolent fecuriiy, the 
feftivities of Pcterhoff, his majefty was gone to 
pafs fome days at his country palace of Oranien- 
baum *, whither he had taken with him fome of 
the handfomeft women of the court. On this 
occaGon a report was fpread, that he wanted to 
demand divorces for thefe women, that he might 
marry them to fome of his courtiers. It was 
even added, that beds had been ordered for thefe 
pretended nuptials -, and ihame, contempt, and 

* The palace of Oranicnbaum was buflt by prince Mcnt- 
chikofF, in 1727, as his country rcfidencc ; on whofe fall it' 
reverted to the crown. It (lands on the coaft of the gulfof 
Finnland in 59" 52', N. L. 40 verfts from St. Petcrfburg, 
8 from PeterhofF, and 7 from the Ifland of Cronftadt. 
The palace is fituattJ, like that of PeterhofF, on a rife 
about 15 fathom above the level of the fca, formed into 
terraces ; by means whereof it has a beautiful prolpedl of 
the gulf, of Cronfladt, and the fliips, galleots, &c. conti- 
nually paffing in the fummer feafon. The palace is not 
large, confifls of a central building of two ftories, crowned 
with a turret, and two wings, each connedlcd with it by a 
colonnade. To walk on the top of thefe colonnades for en- 
joying the pure air and the fine profpedl is extremely agree- 
able. One of the wings is a chapel ; and fome of the apart- 
ments are very richly fitted up, one with all kinds of cofUy 
porcclaine, another lacquered in the chinefe taflc, black and 
gold, &c. Within thefe few years the late emprefs Catha- 
rine II. gave it for the ufe of the noble fea-cadet corps. I^ 
has fpacious gardens belonging to it. 

jcaloufy 
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jcaloufy created him new enemies, aiid procured 
^s many partifans to Catharine. 

The confpirators, who at firft had agreed to 
feize and carry off the tzar on his appearance 
again at St Pcterlburg, thought, in confequencc 
of a new deliberatiati, that it would be too dan- 
gerous to wait fo long, and chat it would be 
better to execute their defign on his coming to 
PeterhofF. 

The plan was well concerted: each of the 
confpirators >fras reckoning on his own courage 
and the fidelity of his friends, when all at once 
their plot was difcovered. This difcovery, 
however, was not the effeft of chance; and, by 
a ftrange caprice of fortune, the very accident 
which, by its natural- effeft, ought to have dif- 
concertcd the traitors, emboldened thems and 
their precipitancy fccured their fuccefs. 

By an excefs of diffidence or precaution, 
princefs Dafhkoff and Odart had fee a trufty 
perfon to watch the fteps of each of the chiefs 
of the confpiracy, who regularly brought them 
an exaft account of whatever thefe chiefs might 
be likely to do i in fuch manner, that if there 
had been the lead tendency towards treachery 
among them, they would have detcfted it in- 
ftantaneoufly, and have taken meafures for their 
fccurity or their vengeance, 

Paflick 
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Paffick had gained the foldicrs of the company 
of the guards in which he was lieutenant. One 
of thefc foldiers, imagining that Paflick did 
nothing but in concurrence with his captain^ 
aflced the capuin on what day they were to take 
up arms againft the emperor. The captain, fur- 
prifed, had recburfe to diflimulation ; and an-' 
fwering the qucftions of the foldier in vague and 
ind^ftinft terms, drew out of him the fecret of 
the confpiracy, and went, without delay, to make 
report of it to the chancery of the regiment. 

It was nine o'clock at night. Paffick was put 
under arreft : but at firft he was (hoved into a 
room, where he. had time to write with a pencil 
on a fcrap of paper, ** Proceed to execution this 
«« inftant, or we are undone." The man who 
watched his motions prefented himfelf at the 
door. Paffick, not knowing him, but feeing 
that every thing was to be rifked, gives him the 
billet, telling him that if he runs with it in all 
fpccd to the hetman Razumoffiky, he will be 
handfomcly rewarded. The fpy hurried to the 
princefs Dafhkoff*, and put the billet into her 
hand. Panin happened that moment to come 
in. She propofcd to haften the execution of 
their projed, obferving that the only means of 
laving themfelves from the vengeance of the 
tzar was to prevent its and that, however weak 

he 
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he might be, if time were allowed him to put 
himfelf on his defence, it would be impoflfible to 
get the better of him. But whether or not 
Panin thought really that the enterprife could 
not fucceed, whether his capacity was not fuffi- 
ciently feconded by courage, for beginning to 
aft, he refufcd to fubmit to the reafons of 
princefs Dafhkoff ; and after having told her that 
it would be better to wait till the next day, to 
know what was fitted to be done, he withdrew/ 
In the mean time, the emiflaries of princefs 
DafhkofF had already taken care to give intel- 
ligence to the other confpirators. On Panin's 
departure, (he put on man's apparel, and went 
to join OrloflF and his friends on the green 
bridge, where ftie was in the habit of feeing 
them, that fhe might avoid raifing fufpicioii 
by getting to her too many fubaltern officers and 
foldiers *? 

♦ Befides the noble and beautiful river Neva, witk it« 
three bridges of boats ingenioujQy removed and replaced 
twice every year, and befides the canals with their elegant 
quays and magnificent ftone bridges, there is yet another 
river, pafling through the city, the Moika, the numeroui 
drawbridges over which are flill of wood, and thefe are de- 
nominated according %o the colour with which they are 
painted, the red bridge, the blue bridge, the green bridge^ 

Thcfc 
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Thcfc confpirators were neither Icfs uneafy 
than princefs Daflikoff, nor lefs impatient for 
haftcning the execution of their plot. The 
delay till the morrow appeared to them to be 
big with confequences the moft to be dreaded ; 
and it certainly would have been fatah The 
time of afting \vas the filence of the night, 
without allowing the tzar time to form art incli- 
nation to prevent them, nor the troops and the 
people time to arm for the dcfencfc of the tzar. 
The refolution was unanimous. While Gregory 
OrlofF, one of his brothers, and his friend 
BibikofF, repaired to the barracks for the pur- 
pofe of preparing the foldiers of their party to 
aft on the firft fignal, another brother of Orlofl^ 
Alexius, took upon him the perilous commifTion 
of going to find out the emprefs at Peterhoff. 

Under pretext of leaving the apartments free 
for the fcftival that was to be celebrated at the 
palace, and for enabling herfelf, in reality, to 
be more in readinefs to efcape, Catharine was 
lodged in a remote fummer-houfc, at the foot 
whereof runs a canal that communicates with the 
Neva, and where (he had caufed to be fattened, 
as if without defign, a fmall boat, that it might 
occafionally be of fcrvicc in the fecret vifits of 
her favourites, and to facilitate her own efcape 

into 
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into Sweden, if the confpiracy (hould be difco* 
vcred. Gregory Orloff having given his bro- 
ther a key to this fummer-houfc, inftrudtcd him 
in the methods he muft employ for getting thi- 
ther; and princefs DalhkofF trufted him with a 
fhort note, to engage the emprefs to come to 
them without lofs of time. 

It was now two o'clock in the morning. The 
emprefs, not expefting any body, had retired 
to reft, and lay in a profound fleep, when fhc 
perceived herfelf fuddenly roufcd, and faw 
ftanding at the fide of her bed a foldier whom 
(he knew nothing of. Without delivering her 
the note from princefs DalhkofF, the foldier faid 
to Catharine:—" Your majefty has not a moment 
** to lofe i get ready to follow me :" and imme- 
diately difappeared. 

Catharine, aftonifhed, terrified, called Ivan- 
ovna. They drcffed themfelves in haftc, and 
difguifed themfelves in fuch manner that they 
could not be known by the fentinels about the 
palace. Scarcely were they ready, when the 
foldier returned, and told the emprefs that a car- 
riage was waiting for them at the gardenrgat^. 
It was a coach which, under pretext of having^ 
change of horfcs for an excurfion into the coun- 
try, princefs Daflikofi^ had kept for fcveral days 
in readinefs at a houfe inhabited by one of her 
3 pcafants. 
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peafants a few miles from FeterhoflT, and which 
Alexdy Orloff had fcnt one of his comrades to 
fetch. 

The emprefs reached the carriage without 
difficulty. She got into it. Alexcy OrloflF 
took the reins, and fet off at full fpeed. Sud- 
denly the horfes, being over-driven, flopped 
fliort, and fell down. They were obliged to 
get out. Alexey OrlofF and his companion em- 
ployed every effort to cheer the horfes, but in 
vain. The diftancc from Pctcrfburg was ftill 
confiderable, in the midfl of the night, in the 
grcatcft confufion, and the danger was every 
moment becoming more imminent: they rc- 
folved to proceed the reft of the way on foot. 
They had not gone far, when by good luck 
they met a light country cart. Alexey Orloff 
fcized hold of the horfes, the emprefs got in, 
and they fet off again as before. They prefendy 
heard the found of another carriage coming after 
them with unufual rapidity. It was Gregory 
Orloff, who, calculating the moments, was 
alarmed at not yet feeing the emprefs. Imme- 
diately knowing her, he cried out, that they 
only waited for her j and without flaying for her 
anfwer, drove on before to receive her at Pe- 
terfburg. At length Catharine, worn out with 
fatigue and anxiety, but fufficicntly miftrefs of 

herfelf 
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hcrfelf to aflTume a fedate and tranquil air, ar- 
rived in the city at fcven in the morning *. 

She proceeded direftly to the quarter of the 
Ifmailoffsky guards, of which three companies 
had been already won overs but the confpirators 
would not permit them to leave the barracks till 
Catharine appeared, for fear of failing in their 
aim by too great precipitancy. At the report 
of the 'arrival of her majefty, about thirty of the 
foldicrs, half drefled, ran out to receive her 
with clamorous (bouts of joy. Surprifcd and 
alarmed at feeing fo fmall a numbed of foldiers, 
(he kept filence for a moment, and then told 
them, in a tremulous voice, ^^ that her danger had 
" driven her to the neceffity of coming to afk 
" their ^(riftance ; that the tzar had intended to 
" put her to death that very night, together with 
'^ her fon ; that (he had no other means than by 
" flight of efcaping death J and that (he had fo 
«• much confidence in their difpofitions as to put 
" herfelf entirely in their hands." 

All who heard hdr (huddered with indignation, 
and fworc to die in her defence. Their ex- 
ample, and the hetman Razumoffllcy their co- 
lonel, who was not long ere he appeared, foon 
collcded other foldiers, led by curiofity, in 
great numbers about the emprefs, who with one 

♦ The 9th of July 1762. 

confent 
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confent declared her fovereign. The chaplain 
of the regiment of IfmailofF was immediately 
called, who, fetching a crucifix from the altar, 
received on it the oath pf the troops. Some 
voices were heard in this tumultuous concourfe, 
proclaiming Catharine regent ; but thefe founds 
were prefently ftifled by the threats of Orloff 
and the more numerous cries of " Long live the 
*' emprefs!" 

The Simeonofsky and the Preobaginlky ♦ 
guards had already imitated thofe of Ifmailoffl 
The officers, with the utmoft docility, put 
themfclves at the head of their companies, as 
though they had been engaged in the plot. 
Two alone, of the regiment of Preobaginfky, 
had the boldnefs to counteraft their foldiersi 
but they were fuddenly arrefled ; and among 
thofe who had been gained over, there were only 
wanting the major TfchapelofF and the lieutenant 
Pouflikin, whom the emprefs had fent orders to 
have put under arreft, obfcrving with coldnefi 
that Ihe had no further occafion for them. 

While the hetman ' Razumoffflcy, prince 
Volkonfky, counts Bruce and Stroganoff, feve- 

* Of the Afcenfion. It was the regiment of Preoba- 
ginlky that placed Eb'zabeth on the throne. Elizabeth, as 
a grateful return, conferred nobility on all the grenadiers of 
that corps. 

ral 
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ral other general officers, and princefs Dafhkoff, 
fcmaincd about Catharine, and fhe was com- 
pletely fccuring the three regiments of guards, 
Gregory Orloff ran to the regiment of artillery, 
to draw it into the revolt, and march it to the 
cmprefs* But though he was treafurcr of that 
corps,- and well enough beloved of the fbldicrs, 
they unanimoufly refufed to follow him, and in- 
filled on feeing the orders of their general Villc- 
bois. That officer for fome time fecmed to bd 
favourably regarded by Catharine, and thought 
that he was fo (till ; but as fhe difcerned in him 
a probity too auftere to allow her to hope that 
he would take part in the confpiracy, fhe had 
never ventured to difclofc it to him 5 and when 
one of the friends of OrlofF appeared, and told 
him that her majefly commanded him to come 
and join her at the barracks of the guards at 
the head of his regiment, he afked whether the 
emperor was dead. The friend of OrlofF, with- 
out anfwering his queftion, repeated the order 1 
and Villebois, in utter aftonifhment, went alone 
to the emprefs, 

Villebois, feeing Catharine furrounded by art 
immenfe crowcl of people, found no difficulty iif 
divining what it was fhe expefted of him j but, 
ftill withheld by the fidelity he had fworn to the 
emperor, or by the danger to which he thought 

VOL. !• s her 
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her majcfty was cxpofing hcrfclf, he prcfumed to 
fpcak to her of the obllaclcs which yet remained 
for her to furrtidunt ; and added, that ftie ought 
to have forefeeh them. She haughtily inter- 
rupted him ; and replied, " that (he had not fent 
" for him to afk him what (he ought to have 
*' forefeen, but to know how he intended to 
" aft." 

*' To obey your majcfty," returned Villebois 
in confuGon ; and went to put himfelf at the 
head of his regiment, and to deliver the arfenals 
to the friends of Catharine. 

So many advantages coft the emprefs no more 
than two hours. She faw herfelf already fur- 
rounded by 2000 warriors, and a great part of 
the inhabitants of Peterfburg, who mechanically 
followed the motions x)f the foldiers, and were 
eager to applaud them. 

The hctman Razumofflky advifcd her then 
to repair to the church of Kafan, where every 
thing was prepared for her reception. She 
accordingly fet our, attended by her numerous 
fuite. The windows and doors of all the houfes 
were filled with fpcftators, who mingled their 
acclamations with the fliouts of the foldiers. 
The archbifhop of Novgorod, who, apparelled 
in his facerdotal robes, and accompanied by a 
great number of pricfts, whofc long beards and 

hoarjr 
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hoary heads gave them a venerable appearance. 
Hood at the altar to receive her, fct the imperial 
crown on her head, proclaimed her -in a loud 
voice fovereign of all the Ruflias, by the name 
of Catharine the Second i and declared, at the 
fame time, the young grand duke Paul Petro- 
vitch her fucceflbr. A Te Dcum was the A 
chanted, accompanied with the fhouts of the 
multitude. 

This ceremony being over, the empreft 
repaired to the palace that had been occupied by 
Elizabeth. The gates were thrown open indif- 
criminately to all comers. During fcvcral hours 
the crowd flocked thither, falling on their knees 
before her, and taking the oath of allegiance. 

In the mean time the confpirators were un- 
wearied in their vifits to the feveral quarters of 
the town, to put them in a ftate of defence i 
every where ftationing a guard, and placing can- 
nons with match lighted,, without meeting any 
impediment or interruption. Prince George of 
Holftein, uncle to the emperor, dared to venture 
out, followed by a few faithful foldiers } but he 
was furrounded, forced to furrender, loaded with 
infults, roughly handled, and dragged to prifon, 
from* whence the emprefs delivered him after 
fome hours, in order to put him under arreft in 
his own houfe. 

^ g^ Not 
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Not only no rcGftancc was oppofcd to the 
partifans of Catharine, but none of the friends of 
the tzar once thought of informing him of whaf 
was paffing at Peterfburg. One man alone, a 
foreigner, named Breflan*, who owed his for- 
tune to that prince, had the refolution to inftance 
his gratitude and fidelity. He caufed a domeftic 
to put on the habit of a countryman, and gave 
him a written paper, with orders to deliver it 
only into the hands of the emperon The fervant 
happened to pafs juft as the confpirators were 
placing a guard on the Kalinka bridge over the 
Fontanka, which muft be crofled for going out 
of the city on that fide, and made the bed of his 
way to Oranienbaum ; but, on his reaching the 
palace, he found that the tzar was not there, 
and was obliged to go in queft of him to Peter- 
hofF. 

All circumftances feemed to concur to favour 
the plot. On the Peterhoff road, and at fomc 
diftance from Peterfburg, a regiment of 1600 
men was encamped, among whom no fort of in- 
telligence had been praftifed ; and it was much to 
be apprehended that, on the very firfl tidings of 
the revolt, the tzar would order them to break 

* He came into the country as a barber and peruke- 
maker, being bom in the ftate of Monaco, and was a na- 
turalized Frenchman. 

up 
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up the camp, and join his holftcin troops. No 
fooncr were meafures fee on foot to prevent this 
cataftrophe, than colonel OlfuficfF, who conn- 
mandcd that regiment, and had heard Tome con- 
fufed reports of what was going forward in town; 
made his appearance for gaining further inform- 
ation. The confpirators got about him, talked 
to him with enthufiafm, perfuaded him by argu- 
ments adapted to the purpofe ; and OlfufieflF 
prefently returned to furrender his regiment to 
Catharine. At the very moment, that he was 
haranguing his men, an order from Peter arrived 
for the regiment to march immediately to him. 
The foldiers, perplexed and confounded, una-? 
nimoufly cried out, that they did not acknow-. 
ledge him for emperor, and diredly began their 
march to go and augment the forces of the con-» 
fpiracy. 

Before the end of the day, Catharine had 
already 15,000 men of picked troops. The 
city was in a formidable (late of defence. Strift 
order prevailed there ; and by the greateft good 
fortune, not one drop of blood was (hed. 

What principally tended to the fervice of that 
princefs, was the intereft and concern that her 
partifans infpired into all men for her; by pro^ 
pagating on all fides, that the tzar had deftined 
this very day to put her to death with her fon. 
S3 The 
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The atrocious falfchood was believed without 
examination j and fuccefs was the reward of the 
calumny. 

When the emprefs was at the palace, Ihe fent, 
without delay, for her fon Paul Petrovitch. A 
detachment, at the head of which marched a 
trufty officer, went to bring himi and that 
young prince, who had been often told of the 
defigns of the tzar againft him, on his "waking in 
the midfl of the foldiers, was feized with an 
alarming fright. Panin took him in his arms, 
and brought him to his mother. Catharine then 
led him into the balcony of the palace, holding 
him up to Ihcw him to the people, whofe ac- 
clamations redoubled at the fight of the child, 
thinking that in him* they beheld the new em« 
pcror. 

A report all at once got up, that Peter III. 
was no more, and that the proceiTion with his 
corpfe was now going by. A profound filence 
then took place of the cries of the multitude. 
Several foldiers in long black cloaks, with 
torches in their hands, walked on each fide of a 
large coffin covered with a pail, and preceded by 
a number of priefts, chanting their litanies as the 
proceffion moved along; while the crowd re- 
fpecSlfully fell back on both fides, to make room 
for it to pafs. But afterwards it was not doubted 

that 
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that this was an additional ftratagem invented by 
the confpirators for deceiving the people, and- 
for intimidating the partifans of the tzar. 

The principal nobles, who, for the mod part, 
had taken no (hare in this confpiracy, and who 
firft learned the fuccefs of it at their rifing in the 
morning, reforted immediately to the palace; 
where, forced to difguifc their aftonifhment and 
vexation, they united their homages and their 
oaths of fidelity to thofe which the multitude 
had juft been taking to Catharine. 

The heads of the confpiracy, coUcfted round 
that princefs, now held a council, refolved to 
profit by the difpofitions of the armyy and to 
march in all hafte diredlly to the emperor : bur, 
in the mean time, for putting the emprefs in 
fccurity from all attack by fea, or rather in order 
to quiet the foldiers, who imagined that (he was 
liable every moment to be furprifcd and a(ra(fin- 
ated, they condudled her from the palace of 
Elizabeth, into an old palace built of timber, 
facing a large open place, and which they fur- 
rounded by troops. 

Towards noon her majefty, entirely fure of 
St. Petcriburg. caufed a manifefto, which Odart 
had fecretly caufed to be printed a few days be- 
fore, to be diftributed throughout the city, which 
wc have infcrted in the Appendix, No. IV. 

s 4 This 
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This publication being made, the emprefs 
caufed a notification to be delivered to the fo^* 
reign minifters on the day when they were to be 
admitted to pay their court, and prefent their 
compliments of congratulation on the event. 

While thcfc things were tranfafting, the em^ 
prefs, decorated with the infignia of the order pf 
St. Andrew, and habited in the uniform of the 
guards, which flic had borrowed for the occafion 
of a very young officer, named Taliezin, mounted 
on horfeback, and rode through the ranks with 
princefs DalhkofF, who was alfo in uniform. Ic 
was then that the young Potemkin ♦, enfign of 
the regiment of horfe-guards, perceiving that 
Catharine had no plume in her hat, rode up to 
offer her his. The horfc on which Potemkin 
was mounted, being accuftomed to form into 
the fquadron, was fome time before he could be 
brought to quit the fide of that of her majefty, 
thereby affording her an opportunity of remark- 
ing for the firfl: time the grace and agility of 
him who, in the fequel, gained fuch an afcend- 
ant over her, 

Tiie troops, being inccffantly fupplied with 
beer and brandy, inccflfantly likewife expreffed 
(heir fatisfadlion by reiterated vociferations of 

* He was then only fixtccn, 

bourra f 
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hourra! and by toffing up their hats and caps; 
but a rcginnent of cavalry, of which Peter III. 
had been colonel while yet only grand duke, and 
M^hich he had incorporated with the guards on 
his acccffion to the throne, took no participation 
in this tumultuous joy. The officers, having 
all refufed obedience to Catharine, were under 
arreft, and replaced by the officers of other regi- 
ments; and the foldiers, by the fuUen filencc 
they obfcrved, formed a ftriking contraft with 
the furious noife and gefticulations of the reft. 

But the party was too ftrong to have any 
thmg to fear from this regiment; and they began 
now to march the troops from the city, to proceed 
againft the tzar. Her majefty fat down to dinner 
near an open window, in full view of the foldiers 
and the multitudes whom curiofity had aflembied 
in the ample place before the palace. 

Peter III. had yet no fufpicion of what wais 
paffirig. His fccurity was even fo great, that 
^he had that morning caufed a faithful officer to 
be arretted, who the evening before, having had 
fome intimations of the confpiracy, had haftcned 
in the night to Oranienbaum, thinking it his 
duty to inform him of it. Peter afterwards fee 
out in a calalh, with his miftrefs, his favourites, 
•^nd the women of his court, for PeterhofF, to be 
prcfcnt at thf grand feftivitics of the following 

day. 
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day. The tzar's carriage was attended by feve- 
ral others ; and this numerous train proceeded 
in a fwift pace> the feverai companies within 
gaily entertaining themfeives with the pleafures 
they cxpcftcd, when Gudovitch, the general 
aide-de-camp, who had galloped bn. before, was 
perceived returning at full (peed. Gudovitch 
had met on the road one of the chamberlains of 
the cmprefs*, coming on foot to his mafter to 
inform him of Catharine's cfcape, and the un- 
^aiinefs and perplexity that, in confequence of 
it, filled the whole palace of Peterhoff; At this 
unexpedted news, Gudovitch turned back, and, 
as he approached the tzar's carriage, called out 
to the driver to ftop. Peter, furprifed, and even 
rather angry, not knowing what could caufe 
his aide-de-camp to ride back with fo much 
Ipced, afked him if he was mad. Gudovitch 
came clofe to the carriage, and whifpered fomc 
words in his ear. Peter now turned pale, and, 
ftrongly agitated, got out of the carriage, and 
went afidc with Gudovitch, in order to inter- 
rogate him more at his eafe. Then returning 
to the carriage, and having defired the ladies to 
come out, he fhewed them a gate of the park, 
through which he bade them join him at the 
front of the palace, regained the carriage with 

* Hi« name was Ifpiailoff, 

fomc 
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fomc of his courtiers, and departed w\th the 
greatcft expedition. 

On coming to PcterhofF, the emperor ran to 
the pavilion that had been occupied by Catha- 
rine i and in his confufion, in his extreme con* 
cern, he looked about for her, as if (he might 
have been concealed under the bed, or in one of 
the cupboards. He overwhelmed all he met 
ivith queftions ; but nobody could give him any 
fatisfaftion. Thofe of greater penetration than 
the reft already forefaw the whole extent of his 
misfortune, but were filent, that they might not . 
increafe his affright. Countefs Vorontzoff, his 
miftrefs, and the other women who were now 
coming up the walks of the garden, were ftill 
entirely ignorant of what it could be that had 
forced the tzar to quit them in the midit of the 
road. As foon as Peter perceived the countefs, 
he called to her: " Romanovna, will yoti be- 
** lieve me now ? Catharine has made her 
** efcape. I told you that fhe was capable of 
" any thing!" 

In the mean time fome boors who were re- 
turning from St. Peterlburg, related to a group 
of valets whom they faw ftanding about the 
palace, what they knew of the infurredlion that 
had happened, and thefc valets talked of it 
^mong themfelves in whifpers, but neither fpoke 

of 
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of it to their mailer nor to any of the courtiersi 
A gloomy fufpicion already prevailed around the 
unhappy emperor. It feemed as if a fatal pre- 
fentiment had taken poffcflion of every heart as 
the forerunner of his fall, and filled his own with 
confufioii and difmay. He prcfently became 
afraid to put any more queftions, and nobody 
dared to give him any information. 

At length a countryman fuddenly came up in 
the midft of this affrighted concourfe, and with 
the ufual falutation of a profound inclination 
of body, without pronouncing a fingle word, 
drew from the bofom of his caftan a fealed 
note, which he prefented to the emperor. This 
countryman was Breffan's domeftic. The em- 
peror took the note, ran his eyes haflily over it, 
and then reading it aloud, informed thofe who 
were flanding round him, that a rebellion had 
broke out that morning at Peterfburg ; that the 
troops had taken arms in favour of Catharine ; 
that fhe was going to be crowned in the church 
of Kafan ; and that the whole of the populace 
feemed to take part in the infurrcftion. 

The tzar feemed greatly dejefted at theft 
tidings. The courtiers did their utmofl: to com- 
municate to him a courage which they did not 
Acmfclves pofTefs. The chancellor VorontzoflT 
^llCtived) that it was highly pofTible that Catha- 
rine 
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rine might have ufed her endeavours to make 
the foldiery and the people rife, but that this 
flight fermentation could not be attended with 
any dangerous confequences j and if the tzar 
would give his confcnt, he would hafte imme- 
diately to Pcterfburg, and be bound to bring the 
emprefs back. 

The tzar, without hefitation, accepted the 
chancellor's propofal; and that minifter de- 

{)arted for town. On entering the palace, he 
bund the emprefs furrounded by a multitude of 
people in the aft of doing homage. He never- 
thelefs had the boldnefs to reprcfent to her with 
a becoming confidence die danger to which (he 
was expofing herfelf. " You may," faid he,. 
^^ madam, have fome fuccefs; but it will not be 
*' of long duration. Is it therefore afting wifely 
" to truft to the blind zeal of your imprudent 
** friends ? Is it worth while, for the fake of 
" fliaring with them in a momentary reign, 
** to make an irreconcileabJe enemy of your 
'^ hufband ? Why take up arms againft him, 
" when it is fo eafy for you to obtain whatever 
" you can dcfire by the gentlenefs of your per- 
«f fuafion, and the fupcriority of your mind? 
«« Confider, that the regiments of the guards do 
*' not compofe the whole army of the tzar, and 
*^ that the inhabitants of St. Pcterfburg are Ijut a 

** very 
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** very weak part of the ruffian nation." Ca- 
tharine calmly replied, *« You fee how itis : it 
** is not I that am doing any thing ; I only yield 
^ to the ardent fcnfibility of the nation." 

The chancellor, who aftually faw the cro^d 
every moment increafing, and read in the angry 
looks of fome of the confpirators that thefc rc- 
monftrances might be attended with the word of 
confcquences to him, forgot his duty, took the 
oath with the reft, and added, " I will ferve you^ 
^^ in the council, madam; but I am ufelefsin the 
^ field. My prefcnce might even be difpleafing 
« to thofe who have been hearing my addreft to 
'< yoUi and that I may avoid exciting their 
^« jealoufies, I befcech your majefty to let m* 
•* remain in my houfe, under the guard of fomc 
** trufty officer." To this rcafonable requeft 
the cmprefs confcnted. She (cnt him home, 
with orders not to quit his houfe. By this pru- 
dent precaution, the chancellor was at once fafc 
from the vindidlive fpirit of the partifans of Ca- 
tharine, and from the fufpicions of the tzar. ~ 

At fix in the evening, Catharine a fecond 
time mounted her horfcj and, with a drawn 
fword in her hand, and a branch of oak about 
her temples, fhe haftened to put herfelf at the 
head of her troops that were already on their 
march. Princefs DaihkofF and the hetmaii 

Razumofilky 
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RazumofHky rode one on each fide of her. A 
crowd of courriers followed; all of them vying 
with each other who (hould difplay the greateft 
ardour in (baring her dangers and partaking in 
her triumph. Her army was augmented by a 
new acceflion of 3000 kofacs well mounted, 
whom the emperor had ordered to file off to- 
wards Pomerania, but were flopped on the way 
by a mclTenger from the hetman, with direftions 
to join him. 

In the mean time, after the departure of the 
chancellor, the tzar had continued a prey to 
the mod diftrcffing anxieties. He was every in- 
ftant receiving fdme news of the progrefs of the 
revolution. It was impoffible for him any 
longer to make it a matter of doubt. Sur- 
rounded by women in tears, and young courtiers 
incapable of giving advice, he fti^oUed with 
great ftrides about the walks of the gardens, 
forming twenty different plans, and adhering to 
none : one while indulging in violent impreca- 
tions againft Catharine; then didlating ufclefs 
manifeftoes. When the hour of dinner was 
come, he commanded it to be fcrved up on the 
margin of the fea, and fcemed for fome time to 
have a refpite from his forrowful refledions. 

But this refpite was of fhort duration. His 
frighted imagination foon held up again the 

danger 
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danger that menaced him, and he difpatchcd a» 
order to the 3000 Holfteiners whom he had left 
at Oranienbaum, to come immediately with their 
artillery. It was juft at this point of time that the 
venerable marfhal Munich made his appearance*^ 

Munich, whom the emperor rcfpeftcd on ac- 
count of his great military reputation, and whom 
he had almofl: affronted by requefting him to 
adopt the new pruflian exercife 5 Munich was the 
only man who was able to give lum falutary 
advice, and he gave it him, " Your majefty's 
*' troops arc arriving,'* faid the veteran com- 
mander. " Let us put ourfrlves at their head> 
** and march ftraight to Petcrfourg. You have 
" ftill many friends there : immediately on your 
" appearance they will arm in your defence. 
*' The principal part of the guards are only 
" under a momentary alienation, into which 
'^ they have been mifled, and will foon range 
** themfelves under your ftandard. Befides, if 
« we are forced to come to adion, be aflured 
« that the rebels will not long difpute with you 
<« the palm of vidlory.*' 

This refolution fecmcd fcafible to the tzar, 
but it was far from pleafing his timid courtiers } 
and while they were preparing to begin their 
march, news arrived of the emprefs's approach, 
whofe army was faid to confift of 20,000 men. 

The 
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The women cried out, that it would be better to 
go back to Oranicnbaum. Peter himfclf fcemed 
determined not to expofe his perfon. " Well!'* 
returned Munich, " if you wifli to decline a 
'* battle with the rebels, it is not advifable for 
" you, at aiiy rate, to ftay to be attacked by 
*' them here, where you have no means of de- 
«*' fending yourfelf to advantage* Neither Ora- 
« nienbaum nor PeterhofF are in a capacity to 
" hold out a ficge. But Cronftadt offers you 
" a fafe retreat. Cronftadt is ftill under your 
" command. You have there a formidable 
^' fieeti and a numerous garrifon. It is, in 
*^ Ihor^, from' Cronftadt that you will find it an 
*' eafy matter to bring Petcrfburg back to its 
« duty/' 

This advice was unanimoufly applauded. 
General Devicr was immediately fent off* in a 
boat to take the command of Cronftadt*; and 

fcarcely 

* The ifland of Cronftadt lies oppofite to Oranienbaum, 
at the diftance of feven verfU. When in pofleffion of 
the Svredes it was called Rctufari, and by the Ruffian« 
Kotloi-oftroffy kettle-iiland. In 1723 Peter the great 
tiamed it Cronftadt, or crown. towo, as being the crown to 
his new city : it is fituate in the eaftem extremity of the 
gulf of Finknd, is 39 verfts W. N. W. diftant from St. Pe- 
terfburgy and from Seftrabek la. The ifland is 8 verfts 
in length from £• to W. and about one verft in breadth ; it 
is flat) about 8 fathom highera&an the lerel of the fea» with 

▼0L« I* T fomc 
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fcarccly were two yachts prepared for the de- 
parture of the tzaTj than an officer came to aflure 



(nae voodr parts of birck and firs. Its ilrata, under the 
tttrf» » w» £xii io digging the canalsy are clay and lime- 
ibao(« Two fitnaDer iOands on its fouthem fide are ftrongly 
fcrt£dKd» ooe of srliidi has the name of Cronflot. The 
ti^wm aad fort of Cioofadt were boik hy Peter I. in 1710; 
It !tt» rro iae. fectiret and fpsdovs harboun^ one for th^ 
Soa{><?ial MTT* and the other kr merchant-fhips, of which 
k ^ f <;I1 dunag the fummer and autmnn months. The town 
«cccpk$ the eoJtcra part of the ifland> is Iarge> has many 
l^od KG«fe$» firreral churches, a Cnflom-houfe, and other 
y«Uic hnikiiofs. Here n aUb an engh'fh churcli with a 
wic|'^» ^ ^ ^ ^^ ^ nafters and faik>rs of the (hips 
ihftt rt&«t hither k the ferricc of the rufiia trade. The 
KirKwr fcur the flups of war is extremely remarkable^ and 
frxv|uccithr vtfitcd by forttgners to their great fatisfaflion. 
It »$ prolt^fltd by piers and batteries, and belonging to it is 
the fiuBRous Beer's canal and the docks. The canal was 
begun by Peter I. and completed under EHzabeth, by general 
Lubras. It is faced with mafonry, 1050 fathoms in length, 
at Uxtom 60 and at top 100 Eithoms broad, 24 fathoms 
de<p> and in this ftate extends 358 fathoms into the fea. 
A^^'^^ttt to the canal are the docks, in which 10 and more 
A^ps nay be repaired at a tone. They are prcyvided with 
piv|Hrr Ouices, for admitting and for letting but the fliipe. 
XWc evacuatioa of the bafon, after letting in a vefilel, u 
|gv(or«ned by a Aeam*engtoe. The other canals made by 
qnl^ of the late erapreis, the large mole furrounded bya 
mjm ff frauite^ eonflrudod imder the diredlion of admiral 
^11^ wilh many other particttlars, render Cronftadt richly 

him 
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Iiim that hjB migl>F rely on the fidelity of thaf 
place. Peter, who thought he already faw Car 
tharine at the gates of PeterhofiP, precipitately 
got on boards followed by his afirig^ted couri: 
and the intrepjid Munich. 

It ieeoied as if fome dreadfiil fatality hung 
over the head of the unfortunate monarch tp 
fruftrate all the wifeft meafijU'es be adopted. 
J&very thing in Cronfladt had a0umed a new 
£ice within the fpace of a few hours. The fleet 
And the regiments, which had juil received gene- 
ral Devier >vith cries of joy, land fwearingto 
<:ontinue their fealty to the tzar, had already 
broke out into open revolt: Devier was de^* 
prived of the command and put into priibn; and 
this rapid change was the effedt of a ftratagem. 

During the firft hours of the infurrcftion, and 
in the mcafures th^t were primarily taken for en- 
furing its fuccefs, not one of the confpirators had 
beftowed a thought upon the port of Cronftadt. 
Jt was not even tifl afternoon that fomebody, re- 
flefting on the importance of thatplace,remarked 
the miftake they had committed in neglefting it 
fo long. Admiral Taliezin made the offer to 
go and take poffefTion of ic It was accepted. 
He embarked in his long-boat, exprefsly forb;|d 
his rowers tp mention whence they came, and 
arrived at Cronftadt. General Devier, who 
T ^ kept 
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kept on the look*out, as he expe^bed every 
moment the emperor, ran forward to meet 
Taliczb, and artfully endeavoured todifcover 
whether he was of Catharine's party; but 
Taliezin, more artful than he, pretended igno- 
rance of the efFefts of th6 revolt; faying, that 
being at his country- houfe, and hearing a con- 
fufed account of fome difturbance that bad 
happened at Pcter(burg, he was hurrying to get 
on board the fleet, whither his duty called him* 
Devier believed the ftory, and went his way. 
Taliezin immediately repaired to the quarter of 
the Tailors, harangued them, told them of the 
fuccefs of the emprefs, that they could not do 
I better than to declare for her, diftributed among 
them brandy and money, and engaged them to 
follow him to arreft the commandant. Some 
foldicrs joined thcmfelves to the (ailors* Devier 
was inftantly thrown into prifon, and Taliezin 
remained mailer, in the name of the emprefi, 
of a place, the poflcflion whereof would have 
been the falvation of the tzar, or at Icaft have 
furnifhed him with the means of making a ftout 
renftaQce. 

Precifcly while this fccne was tranfafting, 
Peter prefcntcd himfclf before the mouth of the 
harbour. Taliezin had already made the dif-, 
portions for preventing his coming on^ fhorc« 

A part 
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A part of the garrifon, under arms, lined the 
coaft. The cannons were levelled, the matches 
lighted, and at the moment when the forcmoft 
yacht caft anchor, the centinel called out, *^ Who 
" comes there?"—" The emperor," it was 
anfwered from the yacht. *^ There is no cm-, 
^' peror,'* replied the centinel. Peter ftarted 
forward -, and, throwing back his cloak, to (hew 
the badges of his order, exclaimed, *^ What ! 
^' do you not know me ?"— <* No,*' ejaculated 
a thoufand voices at once, " ^e know of no em- 
^* peror. Long live the emprefe Catharine !" 
Then Taliezin threatened to fink the yacht if it 
did not put off in an inftanr. Peter retired in 
great confternation : but Gudovitch took: bita 
by the arm ; and, laying hold on one of the 
timbers at the entrance of the mole 5 " Put your 
** hands by the Ode of mine," faid he, " ^nd let 
«* us leap on fhorCt None will dare to fire 
^^ upon you, and Cronftadt will fti}l belong tp 
^' your majefty*." 

Munich fcconded the advice of Gudovitch s 
but in vain. In his difmay, Peter III, would 
confent; CO nothing but Sight, and ran to hide 
himfelf in the cabin of the yacht, among the 

* Countcft Bruce and madam Zagr^iiky, who were both 
prefent, have frequently related this tranfadiion, < 

T 3 terrified 
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terrified worfiin. They did not even give them- 
ftlves time to raife the anchor ; but cut the cable, 
and went off by the ufe of their oars. 

When the yachts were at a confiderable 
diftance from the port, the rowers flopped. It 
was a fine night; and Munich and Gixioyitch, 
fitting upon deck, contempkted in filerit forroW 
the flarry iky and the calm furfacc of the fea# 
The fteehfman came down into the cabin, to 
4fk the tzar whither he would plcafc to be taken 
into the vcffel. Peter ordered Munich to be 
called, and faid to him, " Field-marlhal, I per- 
^' ceive that I was too late in foUowir^ your 
<< advice; but you fee to what extremides I am 
*' reduced. You, who have efcaped from fb 
•* many dangers, tell me, I btfeech you, what 
** I ought to do."—- '^ Proceed immediately to 
•*' join the fquadron at Reval," returned Munich; 
"^^^ there take a fhip, go on to Pomerania, put 
«' ycurfclf at the head of your army, return to 
«' Ruffia, and I promife you, that in fix weeks 
<^ Peterlburg and all the reft of the emj>ire will 
" be in fubje6lion to you." 

The women and the courtiers, as if they had 
come to an agreement to ruin the unfortunate 
Peter, began dircftly to cry out, that the rowers 
would never have flrcngth enough to reach 

RevaL 
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Reval ♦. « Well then!*' replied Munich, " wc 
" will all row with them." But fuch generous 
counfel could not be agreeable to this, timid 
or treacherous court. They Ihuddcred at it. 
They feemed to try which (hould be moft eager 
in aflfuring the emperor that his danger was not 
fo great as he imagined ; that Catharine only 
wanted to come to an accommodation with him^ 
and that it was far better to negotiate than to 
fight. The imbecil prince, whofc greatcft mif- 
fortune it ever had been, not to be able to re- 
folve on the courageous fide, yielded to thefis 
reprefentations, and gave orders Co the pilot to 
make for Oranienbaum. 

It was four in the morning when they reached 
that place. Some of the emperor's domeftics^ 
in great alarm, came to receive him. He com- 
manded them not to divulge the news of his 
return, fliut hlmfclf up in his apartment, ftriftly 
forbidding any perfon to be admitted, and ftcretly 
wrote to the emprefs. 

At ten o'clock he came out with a countenance 
tolerably calm and fercnc. Thofe of his holftein 
guards who were come back to Oranienbaum, 
ran and furrounded him, Ihcdding tears of af- 

* The ancient town of RevaU with its harbour and fort» 
19 (ituate on the gulf qf Ffnlandy 59' 26' 22" N. L. and 
42° 27' 30'' lon^. diftant 340 verfU from St. feterfburg. 

T 4 fcdtion 
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feAion and joy. They kiflcd his hands^ they 
embraced his knees^ they preiled him to march 
them againft the army of the emprefs, and 
folemnly fwore that they were all to a man ready 
to facriHce their lives in defence of his. Old 
Munich once more tried what influence he might 
have upon Peter, and fcized this occafion for 
exhorting him to make a courageous ftand in his 
own defence. " Come," faid he, *' march 
" againft the rebels. I will go before you, 
'^ and their fwords (hall not reach you till they 
^ have pierced my body." But the perfuaQon 
of Munich had no more effed on the tzar than 
the noble devotcdncfs of his holftein troops. 

While all this was tranfafting, the emprefs, at 
the head of her army, had come to a halt at 
Krafnoe-kabac, a fmall public-houfe by the road- 
fide*, exaftly eight verfts from Peterfturg, 

* Krafnoe-kabac is rather a better fort of public-houfe, 
frequented chiefly for little funday excurfions, by the tradef- 
inen of the town, parUcularly the Germans. A biUiard- 
room is on one hsind of the door, and on the other an 
ordinary parlour ; into the latter the emprels with princefs 
Dafhkoff entered ; and here (the old landlady, who died 
about a dozen years ago, h^s often rehted) they ordered a 
fmall fire to be lighted, and employed themfelves a con,- 
iiderable time in burning a great ftore of letters and papers. 
Krafnoc iigniiies red^ and kabac, a public-hottfe ; the houfe 
t p ainted all over red. 

and 
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and had turned into the firft room> where (he 
repofed for fome hours, on the cloaks which 
the officers of her fuite had made for her into a 
bed. At break of day, Gregory Orloff, with a 
few determined volunteers, had been to recon- 
noitre the environs of Peterhoff, and finding there 
only fome peafants armed with fcythes, who had 
been collcfted the preceding evening, he dif- 
perfed them by blows with the flat of his 
iabre, and made them join him in the cries of 
" Long live the emprefs!*' At five in the 
morning, Catharine got again on horfeback, and 
rode to the monaftery of Sc Sergius*, near 
Strelna, where flie made a fecond halt. 

The emprefs was dill there when (he received 
the letter from the tzar, in which he told her 
that he acknowledged his mifconduA, and pro* 
pofed to (hare the fovereign authority with hen 
But Catharine returned him no anfwer, detained 
the xnefienger, and prefently after fet out again* 

Peter now learning that the emprefs was 
approaching, ordered one of his horfes to be 
(addled, in the defign of efcaping, alone and dif« 

* $yetotroitOcaia Sergfy^ikaia pnftinae, the holy-trinity 
hermitage of St. Sergius, is a fmall monafteryy fubftantially 
built of bncky furrounded by a quadranguUur cloifter, in« 
doiing a church and three chapels, is 16 verfts from 
@t. Pcterfburgf ^nd bat now but few monks. 

guifed^ 
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giBicd, towards the fronders of Poland. 'Aut, 
always pufiilanicnous» always irrefoluce^ he fhordy 
afirr gaTc orders to difmantle his little fortrefs at 
Oranienbaumj in order to convince Catharine 
dot he inoeoded to make m refiftance; and 
wrocc to her a fecond kttcr^ imploring her 
merqr aid afking her pardon in the moft liumi« 
Kiting ei^sftfliotts. He affured her at the fame 
dme that he wodd refign to her the crown 
of RidSa, and peddoned her only to grant him a 
^itnfion with Uberty to retire into Holftein. 

Catharine deigned no more to reply to diis 
letter than ihe had done to the former; but 
after having converfed fome time with the charn* 
btrlain IfinaiioflPi who had brought it^ and whom 
llie eafily perfbaded to betray his mafler, ihe 
lent him back to the tzar to determine him to 
iiibmit unconditionally to her will. 

Ifmailoff returned to Oranienbaum, attended 
by a Angle fervant. The tzar had then with 
him his holftein guard> confifting of 600 men. 
Thefe he ordered to keep a^ a diflance, and fliuc 
himlclfup with the chamberlain, who exhorted 
him to abandon his troops and to repair to 
the cmprefs, afluring him that he would be 
well received, and would obuin of her all that 
ke wifhed. Peter hefkated for fome time : but 
IGnailofF telling him that he muft make no 

delay, 
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delay, that his life was in danger, he followed the 
advice of this traitor. Ifmailoff then helped him 
into a carriage with Romanovna VorontzoSTand 
Gudovitch, and they took the road of PeterhofF. 

The unfortunate tzar thought that fo much 
reGgnation might move the heart of Catharine. 
He was prefendy undeceived. When the car- 
riage in which he rode pafled tlu-ough the army, 
the kofacs whom the emperor firft met, and who 
had never feen him, kept a mournful filence ; he 
himfelf felt a lively emotion : then the reiterated 
vociferauons of '^ Long live Catharine 1" com- 
pleted his defpondency. 

On ftepping out of the carriage, his miflrefi 
was carried off by the foldiers, who tore off 
her riband*, with which princefs DafhkofF, 
her fifler, was almoft inftantly decorated. His 
general aide-de-camp Gudovitch was likcwife 
infulted ; but he prefervtd the utmoft tranquil* 
lity of fitind, and in a dignified manner re- 
proached the rebels with their infolence and 
treafon. 

The tzar was led up the grand ftaircafe. 
There the attendants ftripped him of the marks 
of his order ; they took off his clothes ; and, 
on ranfacking the pockets, found feveral dia- 

* It has been pretended by fome perfons, that it was 
]priocc£i Baflikoff hexlclf that pulled it off. 

monds 
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monds and pieces of jewellery* After having 
remained there (bme time in his fhirtt and 
barefoot^ a butt to the outrages of an infblent 
foldiery, they threw over him an old morning- 
gown, and (hut him up alone in a room^ with a 
guard at the door. 

Count Panin^ being (ent by the emprefs> Was 
admitted to the tzar^ and had a long conference 
with him. He told him that her majefty would 
not long keep him in confinement, but fend him 
into Holftein according to his own requcft. To 
this promile he added feveral others^ prot^bly 
without the defign of keeping any. He con- 
cluded his vi(it by making him write and fign the 
following declaration : 

** During the (hort fpacc of my abfolute reign over the 
•* empire of Ruffia, I became fenfible that I was not able to 
*' fupport^fo great a burden , and that my abilities were 
** not equal to the tafk of governing fp great an ^mpire» 
** either as a fovereign, or in any other capi^gity whatever. 
•* I alfo foiefaw the great troubles which muft have from 
«< thence arifcn, and have been followed with the total ruin 
«* of the empire, and covered me with eternal difgracc. Ahdr 
'* having therefore ferioufly refle&ed thereon^ I declare, 
*< without conflraint, and in tHe moil folemn manner, to 
** the ruflian empire, and to the whole univerfe, that I for 
** ever renounce the government of the (aid empire, never 
** definng hereafter to rergn therein, either as an abfolute 
** fovercign, or under any other form of govemmpit; 
*< never wifhing to afpirc thereto, to ufc any means, of any 
♦* fort, for that purpofc. As a plcdgp of which, I fwear 

•< finccrelyi 
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^ finccrcly, before God and all the world, to this prefent 
** reaunciationi written and figned this 29th of June O. S« 
•* 1762.*' 

Thus, not fatisficd with depriving him of his 
crown, it was thought fit to make him the mur- 
derer of his own reputation ; and this unfortunate 
prince, moved with the vain hope of life, figned 
this paper declaring his convidiion of his inability 
to govern the empire, cither as a fovcreign, or in 
any other capacity,' and his fenfe of the diftrcfi 
in which his continuing at the head of affairs 
would inevitably involve it. 

Having obtained this fatal aft, count Panin 
left him $ and Peter feemed to enjoy a greater 
compofurc of mind. In the evening, however, 
an officer, with a ftrong efcort, came and con- 
veyed him a prifoner to Ropfcha, a fmall impe- 
rial palace, at the diftance of about 20 verfts 
from Peterhoff; 

Thus was a revolution of fuch immenfe im- 
portance effcfted in one day, and without (bed- 
ding a fingle drop of blood. The unfortunate 
emperor enjoyed the powcr^^ of which he had 
made fo imprudent and impolitic an ufe, no 
longer than fix months. His wife, without any 
hcrediury tide, was fovcreign miftrefs of the 
ruflian empire, and the moft abfolute power on 
earth was now held by an eleflive monarch. 

^ Immediately 



jt86 tin Of TRS [i^Cii 

Immedittelf on diis revoliitioii a iiiHiiber of 
manifeftoes appeared^ in which the conduA of did 
late tzar was feverely condemned^ the weakneis 
of his perfonal charaftcr expofedj and de&gns of 
the blackeft kind^ even that of murdering his 
confort^ attributed to him. Thofe manifeftoes 
at the fame time were filled with the ftrongeft de^ 
claration? of alTeftion from the emprefs to the 
AibjeAs of Ruflia^ of regard to their interefts, and 
of attachment to their religion s and they are all 
filled with fuch unaffe&ed and fervent ftrains of 
piety, as muft needs prove extremely edifying to 
thofe who are acquainted with the fcntiments of 
pure religion, by which great princes are gene- 
rally animated on occalions of this nature. 

In the mean time Pctcrfburg had been, fincc 
the preceding day, in a (late of uncertainty and 
expeftarion. Nobody had yet come to inform 
Catharine of thefe fuccefTcs. Peter III. had 
ftill fome friends in that city ; and if he had had 
force enough to attack and repulfe the rebels, 
its inhabitants would have received him with 
eagcrncfs, as the means pf appcafmg his refent* 
ment. The foreign merchants, who live here 
in great numbers, dreaded, above all things, the 
fury of the ruffian foldiers, who perhaps, by 
plundering their houfes and abufing their per- 
fons, would have thought diey afted me- 

ritorioufly 



17^2.] EMPRISS CATHARINE II. ^%f 

ritorioufly in the opinion of the emperor. Ac- 
cordingly many of them haftily conveyed their 
mod valuable effects on board the vefleU belong* 
ing to their nation^ and at the fame time kept 
in readinefs to embark themfelvcs. Towards 
evening the noifc of cannon^ diat was heard 
from a dtftance, fpread a fedden alarm through- 
out the city^ biit it was ibon remarked, that 
thefe firings, being heard at regular incervals^ 
and the tzar fending no one to feoire Petcrf- 
burg, thia noife coukl only announce the vic- 
tory of die etnprefs. TranquiUity was thence^ 
forward reftored, and hope took place of fear. 

Catharine flept that night at PeterhofF, no 
longer as a captive, but as abfblute fovereign. 
The day following, ihc received at her levee the 
homages of the principal nobiHty who had joined 
her the foregoing evening, and thofe of the cour^ 
tiers and young women who came from Oranien- 
taum. Among thefe were the father, the brother, 
and feveral other relatk)ns of princefs DafhkoflT, 
ivho, on beholdtng them proftrate before the cm- 
prtfe, faid, ^« Madam, pardon my family. You 
** know that I have facrificed it to you/* Ca- 
tharine commanded them to rife, and gave them 
her hand to kifs. 

Marfhal Munich alfo prefentedhimfelf before 
her, to whom, as foon as her majefty perceived 

him. 
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hioi, (he called aloud :— ^^ Feldc-mai¥f!ial» it was 
•• you dien who wanted to fight me ?"— ^" Yes, 
«c madamj** anfwered Munich, in a firm and 
manly tone ; << could I do lefs for the prince 
«* who delivered me fi^om captivity ? But it is 
" henceforward my duty to fight for you ; and 
^' you will find in me a fidelity equal to that 
*^ with which I had devoted my iervices to 
'' him/* 

In the afternoon Catharine returned to PeterC** 
burg. Her entry was truly triumphant. She 
was on horieback, preceded or followed by the 
chiefs of the conipiracy. The whole army was 
crowned with wreaths of oak; the (houts of joy 
and die applaufes of the populace mingled with 
thofe of die foldiers. The crowd formed into 
lines for the emprefs, and Ihe conaefcendingly 
gave them her hand to kiis, as (he paflfed along. 
A great number of priefts were afiembled on the 
occafion about the avenues of the palace : as Ihe 
rode through their ranks, (he (looped down to 
falute the cheeks of the principal clergy, while 
they were kUBng her hand ; a cuftom prevalent 
in that country, and Is fignificant of the higheft 
refpedt^ 

For fome days after her return to the impe- 
rial refidence, her majcfty continued to (hew 
hcrfclf to the multitude with great conde* 

fcenfion. 



fc6n(ion. She knew how eaff ic is to gain the 
a^plaufes of the public : (he went to the fcnate, 
and heard fevcral caufes tried before her. She 
then held her court with a graceful and eafy 
dignity, that effaced the remembrance of the 
fudden revolution that had juft placed her on the 
-* throne. The foreign miniftcrs.had audiences 
of Congratulation ; and ihe received them with a 
particular addrefs to each in the mod flattering 
terms. 

Her firfl care was to have prince Ivan con- 
veyed from the houfc where he was concealed^ 
and to fend him back to SchluflTelburg. She 
next proceeded to beflow magnificent rewards 
on the principal aAors in the revolt. Nikita 
Ivanovitch Panin was made prime minifter^ the 
OrlofFs received the title of county and the 
favourite Gregory Orloff was appointed lieu- 
tenant-general of the ruflian armies^ and cheva- 
lier of St. Alexander Nefsky, the fecond order 
of the empire* Several officers of the guards 
were promoted. Four-and-twenty of themi 
obtained confiderable eflates, With fome thou- 
fands of boors* The finances were infufficient. 
to give any thing to the foldiers but brandy and 
beer : they were diflributcd among them i and 
Catharine behaved to them with the greatefl 
aflfability: At times fhe even put herfelf under 

VOL. I. u coi>ftraint 



a^O LIFE OF THI [lyfii* 

conftraint in order not to difoblige them. Three 
days fubfcqucnt to the revolution a drunken fol- 
dier dreamed that the emprefs was carried oflF. 
He rofe up, ran about the barracks, every where 
fpreading alarm, crying but, that the Holileiners 
and the Prulllans had got poflcITion of the em* 
prefs. The regiment immediately took up arms, 
ran to the palace, and loudly infifted on feeing 
her majefty. The hetman Razumofffky, having 
learned the caufe of this tumult, appeared at a 
window, affured them that the cmprefs was not 
carried off, and that after the difturbances and 
fatigues (he had undergone for fome days, fhe 
was now repofmg in peace and fecurity. But 
the foldicrs refufed to believe him, and began to 
renew their clamours with redoubled violence. 
The hetman now went to the chamber of the 
fovcreign, caufcd her to be awaked ; and pray- 
ing her not to be frightened ; " You know that 
" I am frightened at nothing," anfwered (he 
boldly: " but what is the matter?" — " The 
" foldicrs imagine that you are not here : they 
^* infill upon feeing you," returns RazumofHky, 
" Well, they muft be fatisficd," replied (he j and 
immediately rofe up, drtStd herfclf, called 
for her carriage, with orders to drivp to the 
kafanflcoi church. On her way the foldierjfur- 
roundcd her carriage, interrogating each other : 

« Is 
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" Is that indeed the emprcrs ? Is that indeed our 
•' mother ?" Being come to the church, Ca- 
tharine (hewed herfelf to them, harangued them^ 
thanked them for their foUicitude, and difmiflfed 
them highly fatisBed, 

She made a point of (hewing clemency to- 
wards the officers and the friends of the emperor; 
and if any of them were forbid the, court, not 
one was deprived of his property or his life. 
Only Gudovitch, the aide-de-camp-general, Vol- 
koff, and MilganofF, were imprifoned. Countels 
VorontzofF, who at firft had been treated rudely 
by the (bldiers, was fent to "the houfe of the 
fenator her father; and the emprefs exprcfsly 
forbad a repetition of the like affronts. She was 
afterwards exiled for fomc time to a village 
1000 verfts beyond Mofco. 

All the courtiers now eagerly prefled about 
the fovereign. They endeavoured to difcover 
on whom her favour would alight j every one 
flattering himfelf that he (hould obtain the greater 
fhare of it, while none fufpeftcd that the heart 
of that princefs had long been fixed on an ofHcer 
of humble birth. The firft marks of diftinftion 
Ihcwn to Gregory Orloff appeared only as the 
reward of his fcrvices, and not the pledges of 
love. It was princefs DafhkofF who difcovered 
it the firft. Jealoufy b more watchful than am- 
u 2 bition; 
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bicion : it is efpccially lefs difcreet; and madamc 
Daihl^ofFi not fatisfied with reproaching Catha- 
rine with a choice that degraded her, fpread the 
rumour of it among her friends, an4thus brought 
on her own difgrace. The chiefs of the revolt 
now learneds with difpleafure, that they had been 
working for a man whom they had always re«- 
garded as the inftniment of their proje&s ; whiter 
the courtiers percejyed thati in the art of ia- 
trigme^ this, man was morci expert thaa theoi* 
fel^es. 

The moft zealous padiiftos of Catharine were# 
noti however, without uneafinefs. Some regi^ 
ments ni(irmured» and. beg^ to repent the part 
they had a£led againft: their lawful fovereign» 
The people^ who eafily pafs from rage to com* 
pa{&on» now pitied the fate of this unfortunate 
prince. They forgot his defers, his caprices, 
his infirmities, in the recolleftion of his amiable 
qualities, and his fad reverie of fortune *• The 
failors reproached the guards^ to their face, that 
they had fold their mailer for brandy and been 

* The ingenious and judicious traveller Mr. Coxe veiy 
jullly obfervesy ia fpeaking of thip revolution, " that Pctcr» 
<' notwithftandlng his violence and incapacity, pofTefled fe- 
<^ veral qualifications of a popular nature, and was greatly 
<' beloved by thofe who had accefs to his perfon." See 
Coxe** Travelti voL iii. p. 45. 8vo edit. 

After 
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Aiftcr the firft tamuk of the revolution wts 
over, they now waked as it were out of a pro- 
found intoxication : they contemplated what 
had happened in folemn filence» and began tb 
Cbnfider whether all was right. Without (peak- 
ing of the peaceable burghers, who, during thie 
doubtful explofion, had kept clofe in their 
houfes, even a very great number of them who 
had been exceedingly aftive in the bufihefs, and 
Joudeft in their execrations of Peter, were now 
feized with a deep and gainful remorie, an4 
lamented the fufFcrings they had brought upoh 
their monarch. But among the guards the iamb 
lentiments difplayed themfelves in a dill moit 
violent manner: numbers of the foldiers, re- 
penting of their abominable treafbn, for in that 
light they now beheld their late behaviour, ex* 
prefled their refentment againft their accom- 
plices in the moft intemperate language, and 
the moft abufive terms that refentment can 
diftate to vulgar minds; imputing to their 
feduftions the crimes into which they had been 
led, and loading them with reproaches for the 
CompunAion they now fuffercd in confequence 
of their guilt. From words they proceeded to 
bk)ws, and even to murder. Though through- 
out the revolution no blood had hitherto been 
filed, now fevcral were killed in thefe furious 
V 3 fquabbles. 
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iquabbles. The officers repeatedly interpofedj 
.at the hazard of their perfonal fafetjr, to pacify 
the meiij and make them hearken to reafon : 
but in vain. Such is the populace in all ages 
and nations : rafli to perpetrate what their fury 
fugge(b i repentant at the fight of the mifchief 
they have done; then prompt in their accufatioM 
againft bthers^ inftead of confefling their own 
mifconduct. Nothing was wanting but fome 
refolute leader, to have now replaced Peter IIL 
on the throne, as fuddenly as but three days ago 
he had been precipitated from it: the attach- 
ment of the common people to him was clearly 
evinced in the rebellioa of PugatcheflF, elevea 
years after. In fhort, apprchenfions were cn-» 
.tcrtained of a new infurrcftion. 

While the public mind was agitated by thefc 
fears, the news that was brought from Mofco 
fcrvcd only to increafc the panic. The governor 
of that capital, being informed of the revolu- 
tion by the emiflaries of Catharine, ordered the 
five regiments that compofcd the garrifon to 
take to their arms 5 and after having drawn 
them up in tne great plaqe of the palace of the 
ancienf t?ars, he there convoked the people, 
who flocked together in crowds. That officer 
then read aloud the ukaufc by which the emprels 
announced her acceffion and the abdication of 

her 
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her fpoufc * : at the conclufion of which he 
exclaimed, " Long live the emprefs Catharine 
" the Second !" But the people and the fol- 
diers remained in filence. He repeated the 
fame cry j the fame filence enfued. No found 
but that of fullen murmurs was heard. The 
troops complained that the regiments of the 
guards had infolcntly dared to difpofe of the 
throne. The governor, ftartled at thefe unex* 
peftcd exprcflions of difcontent, called upon the 
other officers to join him. They cried out to- 
gether, ** Long live the emprefs !" This done, 
the multitude was difmifled, and the foldiers fenc 
back to their barracks. 

No one was more uneafy at this time than 
Catharine herfelf. Whether her fituation be 
confidered in a moral or a political light, it muft 
have occafioned her emotions of no commoa 
force i and fo fuddenly and unexpectedly brought 
into it 1 She certainly never thought, on coming 
to Ruffia, nor, during the firft years that enfued, 
ever bufied herftlf in forming defigns of ifcend- 
ing the throne as abfolutc fovereign. Generous 
and amiable by nature, fhe was true to thefe 
qualities from her infancy to the day of her death. 
Neither a felfiOi contempt for all limitations, nor 

* Which fee ia the appendix to thii ?oL No. 5. 

V 4 an 
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an inordinate thirft of power^ formed any part of 
her charades But this generoficy and amiable* 
nefs of 'temper gave the young princcfs un- 
doubted pretenfions to happinefs and joy, whichj 
as the confort of Peter, Ihc faw were not an* 
fwered, and of which Ihe was likely to be de** 
prived for the whole of her life. Now, after this 
firft ftep, her profpcft, whichever way (he turned, 
could certainly not be cheerful If (he looked 
backwards, no plcaOng recolk£lions enlivened 
the view ; if forwards, the fcene was all dark- 
ened with impending clouds. It is well known 
^hat, haunted by the fpedres of the imagination 
during -this period, even in fl^ep flic found no 
repofe ^ and that feveral times in a night flic has 
quitted her bed, and even her palace, 

And what muft have been the feelingpi of 
peter in his lonefbme captivity ! It was eafy to 
forefee that his imprifonment, either mediately 
or immediately, would bring on his death ; and 
fo it aftually happened^ 

Undoubtedly no great efforts were neceflary 
to determine the confpirators to free themfelves 
from an objedt of difquietude. They who hav^ 
taken one ftep in the road of guilt, make no he* 
fitation at taking a fecond, and the death of th* 
wphappy emperor was »ow deprpcd^ 

On 
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On his removal from Pcterhoff, the tzar wa9 
ftill blind to the fate that awaited him. Thinks 
ing he (hould be detained but a ihort dme ia 
prifoDj previous to his being Cent into Germadf^ 
he lent a mefiage to Catharine, afldng her to 
permit him to have the negro who was of fervicc 
to him by his attachment, and amuicd him with 
his (ingularities, together with a dog h(e was fond 
of, his violinj a bible, and $, few romances ; a| 
the lame time telling her, that, difguited at the 
Ivipkednefi of mankind, he was refolved hence« 
forward to devote hionielf to a philofophical life* 
However reaibnable thcfe requefts, not one of 
them wiis granted, and his plans of wifdom were 
turned iqto ridicule. He ^as conducted to a 
little imperial retreat at Ropfcha* 

Here he had been (is days without the know^ 
ledge of any other perfons than the chiefs of the, 
conspirators and the foldiers by whom he was 
guarded, when Alexius OrlofF, accompanied by . 
an officer named TeploflT, came to him with the 
new3 of his fpeedy deliverance, and afked per- 
tnifCon to dine with him. According to the 
<:uft0m of that country, wine-glafles and brandy 
iwere brought previous to dinner ; and while the 
officer amufed the tzar with fome triSing dif- 
eoifxj^p h\» chipf glliul the glafles, and poured 4 

poifoo^ 
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poifonous mixture into that he intended for the 
prince. The tzar, without any diftruft, fwal- 
lowed the potion : on which, he prefcntly experi- 
enced the nioft cruel pains j and on his being 
offered a fecond glafs, on pretence of its giving 
him relief, he refufed it, with reproaches on him 
that offered it. 

He called aloud for milk ; but the two mon^ 
fters offered him poifon again, and preffed him 
to take it. A french valet-de-chambre, greatly^ 
attached to him, now ran in. Peter threw him- 
felf into his arms, faying, in a faint tone of voice, 
•* It was not enough then to prevent me from 
^* reigning in Sweden, and to deprive me of the 
<^ crown of Ruflia ! I mud alfo be put to 
« death!" 

The valet-de-chambre prefumed to intercede 
for his matter; but the two mifcreants forced 
this dangerous witnefs out of the room, and 
continued their ill-treatment of the tzar. In the 
midft of this tumult the younger of the princes 
^ Baratinfky came in, and joined the two former. 
Orloff, who had already thrown down the em- 
peror, was preffing upon his breaft with both 
his knees, and firmly griping his throat with 
his hand. The unhappy monarch, now ftrug- 
gling with that ftrcpgth which arifes from de- 

fpair. 
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fpair, the two other afiafTins threw a napkin 
round his neckj and put an end to his life by 
fuffbcation *. 

Such is the account of the death of Peter III* 
as circulated in whifpcrs at Peterfburg, and which 
indeed has never been contradifted : whether i( 
be the real manner in which the tzar came by 
his death is^ after all^ known only to that Being 
to whom the heart is open^ and from whom 
no fecrets are concealed* The partifans tha( 
might have retained their attachment to him after 
his fall; the murmurs of the popul^cci who quietly 
permit revolutions to be effefted, and afterwards 
lament thofc who have fallen their vidims ; the 
difficukies ari(ing from keeping in cuftody a prU 
foner of fuch confcqucnce -, all thefc motives in 
conjunftioa tend to give credit to the opinion 
that fome hand of uncontrollable authority 
ihortened his days. But the conduft of the em- 
prefs before that event, and efpecially for four- 
?nd-thirty years that flie afterwards reigned, is 

♦ On the 17th of July, juft one week after the revolution, 
Thefe particulars ?ire confirmed by the account of a gentle* 
man who was in the cpnfidence of prince Potemkin. It has 
^een faliely pretended that Potemkin was with them. But 
perfons of great credibiUtyt who were at that time In Ruf« 
iiay affert the contrary, ^d Potemkin always denied the faSt 
ffhh indignation, 

of 
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of kfelf tlone a fuffidtnt refutation of fo atro* 
ctous a calumny^ as would fix the guilt of k to 
her. 

Whatever were the failings and errors of 
Peter III. tt is not here intended to exceniuue or 
defend them; though certainly they were too 
cruelty puniflied. Neither ought the good he 
did to be pafled over in filence. His two ukaufes 
for abolifhing die fecret inquiGtion> and for 
giving liberty to the nobles^ muft for ever 
fecure to this prince the gratefid acknowledg- 
ment of Ruffia. The dement^ Elizabeth had 
left in fubfiftence a tribunal^ before which the 
firft perfons of the empire, on the b^re depo(i« 
tion of a villain on the way to exccucton> were 

^ To what has been above related of that fovereign, the 
following roay be here fubjoined : She one day received at 
her toilet a lady of the court, who with great difficulty 
cOAtiaued (landing. Elizabeth at laft perceived her uneafi-' 
wd^ and aiked what was the matter with her. ^< My legs 
•* are very much fwelled."— " Well, well, lean againft 
** that bureau ; I will make as ^ I did not fee you.*^ 
Thift w^ truly charaderiilic. The fame pcinceis would not 
permit any lady to wear, not only the fame ftuflfs that ihe 
had chofen, but the &me patterns : a kdy ftfll living in 
1792, and very well {mown, ventured to infringe this pro* 
Kibition. Her boldnefs had like to have coft her dear ; and 
lb much the more at ihe had already ipcurred the indigna* 
tion of the element monarch by receiving the frencb iafhiont 
\>efQre her. 

delivered 
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delivered and put to the torture, for cxtortmj 
the confeffion of imaginary crimes* Peter IIL 
was dethroned ; his name was never honoured 
with fo flattering an epithet ; and he fupprefled 
that tribunal. This prince was kind, humane^ 
and beloved of all who compofed his more ind^ 
nsate circle: this is ailerted on the affirmadoa 
of many Ruffians who wer9 attached to hii^ 
pcrfon *« He recalled all the exiles that were 
lingering out their lives in Siberia (excepting 
Beftucheff) ; and it muft have been a fpedade 
curious enough to (ee Biren and Munich toge-* 
tber^ the former embarraiTedj confounded, noe^ 

* In tlie juft tribute of pndfe we have more tbaa onco. 
taken occafion to pay to the memory of the im&rtunate 
P^cfy we are jdeafed with having the concurrence of the 
author of a late publication, who, after exprcflihg hit im*- 
dignation at fome writers fo contemptible as to traduce thfti 
memory of this unfortunate fovereign^ adds, ^ that he was. 
<< a vi6Um to the undefigning opednefs and integrity of hit 
<< heart ; a prince^ whofe anfwer to thfc precautions vdiich^ 
" were recommended to him bj the king of Pruflia was; 
** I do good to aU iis ^i^oriJf and tuitb thai what have 1 1%^ 
•* fear f a princct who was the bene&6ior of his country^ . 
««, and whofe laws (thoiie very laws which were brought ia 
^ accufation againft him as crimes) have been religioufly' 
<* obferved as models of wifHom and humanity, and without 
** which the reign ^of the emprefs would have been kff 
** glorious, and her people Icfs happy."— Survey of the- 
Turkiih Empire^ p. 445. 

daring 



502 LIFE OP THE [l7^4# 

daring to lift up his eyes, dreading to meet 
thofe of the fon or the brother of fomc unfor- 
tunate wretch who had been affafllnated or ba- 
iiiihed by his command ; Munich, on the other 
hand, forming the mod perfect contrafl: with 
him. Fourfcore years of his life elapfed, 
twenty of them paflcd in exile in the frightful 
waftes. of Siberia, 'had not deprcffcd that firm 
tod generous foul, — at the head of armies,— 
condemned to death, — in frozen dcferts,— re- 
called to court, and reinftated in all his employ- 
ments, Munich was every where the fame -, he 
ever prcfervcd that unalterable ferenity, that 
energy of charadtcr, which fall to the lot of fo 
very few *. 

Had the emperor, during the fix months of 
his reign, done no more than ifiue thofe two 
decrees juft mentioned, he would have been 
entitled to rank with thofe fovereigns who lay a 
juft claim to the gratitude of their fubjcfts. The 
freedom of the nobility is undoubtedly the firft 
ftcp to civilization. That indifpcnfablc preli- 
minary had efcaped the attention of Peter the 
great: it was by this that he ought to have 
begun his work, and it is to be regretted that 

• F/cld-marflial Munich obtained the government of 
EfUionia and Livonia, and died three years afterwards at 
Biga, at the age of 85 years. 

9 the 
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the ruffian kgiflator failed of perceiving the 
abfolutc necefficy of it. The feizurc of the 
poflcffions of the jhurch was one of the caufes 
of the public difcontent ; but what (hews rfiat 
the a£fc was far from being bad in itfelfi is, that 
the cmprefs never thought it expedient to rc- 
ftore them: the odium did not fall upon her f 
the fault being committed, fhe had the addreis 
to profit by it *. 

Alcxcy OrlofF immediately mounted his horfc, 
and rode full fpeed to inform the emprefs that 

♦ The before-mentioned writer throws out ftrong fug» 
gcftions that Catharine was more clofely implicated in the 
murder of her hufband than is related by Rulhiere, whofe 
book he flrongly infmuates to have been mutilated in the 
MS. * ** Can any man believe," fays he, " that this vituS' 
** cation of the dethroning of Peter III. was the book 
** which withilood the temptation of Catharine's gold, and 
** the menace of the baftillc ? Whoever has been in Rulfia 
** knows (or might have known) the fads, and can contra- 
•* diA this ridiculous mifreprefentation of them — the tranf- 
" a6Uon is but thirty-fevch years old.'* Certainly prince 
Potemkin knew all the particulars of it. And as this au- 
thor was in the confidence of that prince, it is to be hoped 
that he will pronounce the Jiat lux. Indeed he gives the 
public room to hope and fovereigns to fear that he will one 
day let out the fecret. ** Many powerful interefts," conti- 
nues he, ** were combined to bury in oblivion this horrid 
«< event ; but let fovereigns and individuals learn, that 
€t rauTH will one day appear r^ To which we have only 
to fay ; The fooacr the bcttcn~Survey of the Turkift Em- 

Peter 
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TttcT m. had breathed his laft. It was zi the 
ioftant when her majefty was going to make her 
appearance at court. She appeared with a tran-*^ 
qml air; and afterwards fhut herfelf up with 
Orloff, Panin^ Razumoflflky^ Gleboff^ and fotAtf 
tidier confidential perfons^ to deliberate whether 
tfafc fenate and people (houkl be immediately' 
made acquainted with the death of the emperor^ 
or whether it might not be more advifable to waif 
for that purpofe nil the enfuing day* The latter 
was determined. Cadiaiine dined in public aH' 
u&alj and in the erening held a court. 

The next day the news of the ett^eror's 
death was communicated to the public at large^ 
while her majcfty wias at table. At chat inftant^ 
file roie from her featj with her eyes full of 
t^ars. She difmifled the courtiers and the foreign ' 
, minifters, ran and (hut herfelf in her apartment, 
and for fcvcral days together fliewcd marks of 
the profoundeft grief During this time die foI« 
lowing declaration was publifhed on the part of 
the cmprcfs : - 

<' By the grace of God, Catharine II. cmpreft and a«k 

** tocratrix of all the Raffias, to all our loying fub* 

« jcAs, &c. greeting : 

" The fevcnth day after our acceilion to the throne of all 

'< the Rufilaty we received information that the lat^ emperor 

" Peter III. by the ' means of a bloody acddenf in kit' 

M hinder partSy coaunooly called piles, to which he had 

*« been 
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«* been formerly fubjeft, was attacked with a moil violent 
** griping colic. That therefore we might not be wanting 
** in chriftian duty, por difobedient to the divine command, 
•* by which we are enjoined to prefcrve the life of our 
*< neighbour, we immediately ordered that the f^id Peter 
** (hould be fumifhed with every thing that might be judged 
** neceffary to prevent the dangerous confequences of that 
<< accident, and to reftore his health by the aids of me* 
•* dicine. But, to our great regret and afflidion, we were 
** yefterday evening apprifed, that, by the permiffion of the 
** Almighty, the late emperor departed this life. We have 
•*' therefore ordered his body to be conveyed to the monaftery 
** of Ncfsky, in order to its interment in that place. At 
** the fame time, with our imperial and maternal voice, we 
** exhort our faithful fubjedls to forgive and forget what is 
*^ paft, to pay the laft duties to his body, and to pray to 
*« God itecercly for the repofe of his foul ; willing them 
'< however to confidef this unexpedted and fudden death,* 
**- as an efpecial effeft of the providence of God, whofc 
** impenetrable decrees are working for us, for our throne,* 
'* and for our country, things known only to his holy wilL 
« Done at St. Peterfturg, July t\, 1762." 

The body of the unfortunate Peter III. was 
brought to Pcterfburg, and expofcd for three 
days in the church of the monaftcry of St. Alex^ 
ander Ncfsky. The body lay in an open cofBn, 
drcffcd in his holfteifi uniform, and perfons of 
all ranks and conditions were admitted, as ufual 
in that coiintry, to kifs the hand of the deceafcd*; 

* His face. It is (aid^ was become quite black ; extra* 
▼alated blood was feen to ooze through the epidermis which 
penetrated even the gloves which had been put 00 his hands; 

rot, I. X and 
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and he was buried on the 21 ft, exaftly the very 
day which he had fixed for his departure on the 
expedition againft Denmark. His remains were 
dcpoficed in a grave in the fpace before the rails 
of the aicar, adjacent to that of the depofed regent 
Anne, the mother of the dethroned infant Ivan; 
and the place of his fepulttire was diftinguiflied 
with neither tomb nor infcription. Peter had 
never been crowned, he. had refigried the reins of 
empire; No court bcfide that of Sweden went 
into mourning for him. 

The day of his interment was a day of trouble 
and defolation for Petcrfburg, The populace 
that thronged to the funeral were very abufive 
to the foldiers of the guards, reproaching them 
with having bafcly Ihed the laft drop of the 
blood of Peter the great. 

The holftein foldiers, who had hitherto re- 
mained at Oranienbaurii, at liberty, but difarmed, 

and the poifon which the tzar had been forced to fwallow 
mull have been exceedingly violent, as all thofe who had the 
lamentable courage to lay their mouth to his, returned with 
fwtlled lips. The counfellors of Catharine knew well 
enough that fuch dreadful intimations might lead to a difco^ 
very of the means that had been employed for fliortening 
the days of the unfortunate monarchy but they thought 
themfelves lefs interefled m fs^ving appearances than in pre- 
venting the agitations which would have in&IIibly taken 
place if the people had imagined that the tzar was ftill alive. 

refbrtcd 
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Iftfortcd to thefe forrowfulobfcquics; and, weep- 
ing, furroundcd the corpfc of their maftcr. 
The RufTians no longer beholding them as 
preferred rivals, but as faithful fervants, took 
part in their grief. 

The following day orders were fent down to 
embark thefc Holftciners for their own country* 
They were put on board a veflcl, which un- 
happily foundered foon after quitting the port of 
Cronftadt; numbers of them were feen clinging 
about the rocks above the watcr*s level, where 
they were fuffered to perifh, while admiral 
Taliezin had difpatched a meflenger to Pctcrf- 
burg to know whether he might be permitted to 
afford them relief. 

Prince George, whom Peter IIL had con*- 
ftituted duke of Courland, was obliged to re- 
nounce that title : but the emprefs compenfated 
this lofs by committing to him the adminiftration 
of Holftein, whither he went with the reft of his 
family j and where he ever after fcrved Catharine 
with fideh'ty and zeal. 

The chancellor Beftucheff, who had been 
the moft inveterate enemy of Peter, was re- 
called from his exile ♦. Prince Volkonfky and 

♦ For the declaration publifhed by the emprefs ftiortly 
after the recal of Beftucheff is too remarkable to be forgot* 
ten. Some portions of it are therefore ioferted in the ap- 
pendix to this volume. No. VI* 

X 2 lieutenant 
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lieutenant Kalilhkin were fent off to him, \iho 
brought him to Peterfburg. Catharine re^ 
ilored to him his rank of ficld-marfhal^ and 
his plac^ in the council^ befidea fettling upotv 
him an annual penflon of 20^000 rubles, and 
difpenfing him from employxnent on account of 
his great age. Several other exiks and pri-* 
(oners wcr^e on, this occa(ion fct frtc, but neither 
livan nor any. of his family. It was now a kind' 
of refurredtion at Peterfburg, when (o many 
perfons who had fo long been feparated from 
their acquaintance, forgotten by the world and 
buried in the defer ts of Siberia, again ap- 
peared about the town s and thefc apparitions 
had a farther fimilitude with the future life^ as. 
perfons who had* reciprocally< crufhed fuch as 
ftopd in their way, and then, by a fingular re* 
taliatlon of fortune, had afterwards fuffered the; 
like treatment from others, now met here toge- 
ther in reconcilement and.peace. Count Munich, 
in, 1740, had occafioncd duke Biren to be im- 
prifoned and banilhed -, nay, even fketched out 
the plan of the houfc for hjs confinement at 
Pelrrp : oqe year after thi$, the count came hirjtiK 
felf as an exile to the fame pl^ce, an^ was (hut 
up in that houfc, which he certainly never 
thought be was building for himfclf, and from 
whence the duke was removcd^to a more com- 

fQrn{>le 
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fortablc abode. Their firft meeting afterwards 
was in the prcfencc of Peter III. who recalled 
them both; Munich being then 79, and Bircii' 
72 years of age. Catharine completed the boon 
to the latter, by rcinftating him in his dukedom 
of Courland, as has been before obferved*. 
BeftuchefF had overthrown Leftok, his patron 
and promoter, and was afterwards himfelf fent 
to (hare the fame fete : thefe likewife now found 
thcmfelves here together, and likewife with 
paflions much abated of their violence. Leftok 
was 70 when Peter recalled him ; but Catharine 
firft gave hitrt a yearly allowance : the former 
chancellor of the empire (he now prefcnted 
with his freedom and dignities in his 69th year, 
and raifed him to the poft of general field-mar- 
Ihal. In that capacity he ftood on the right hand 
of her tijrone at her coronation, during the public 
dinner, where the emprcfs fat alone at table f . 

Biren, 

* It may farther be remarked, that the independent 
fovereignty of Wurtenbcrg in Sileiia, which Bircn poflefTed, 
on his banifliment reverted to Munich. They now com- 
promifed the affair, under the mediation of Catharine, in 
fuch manner, that the latter, for a confiderable fum of mo<* 
ney, fully made over the fovereignty to the former; to 
whofe fon, the duke having been again depofed by Qziha^ 
rinc, it belonged at the time of her death. 

f Beducheff, fome months after his return, published a 
bdok of devotion, which, during his emlei he had compiled 

.^3 ^f 



3IO LIFB OF THE L^7^2^ 

Bircn, who, more cxafpcratcd that Peter III. 
had not reinftated him in his duchy, than grate- 
ful for the liberty to which he had juft reftored 
him, had joined himfelf to the triumphant party, 
and had occafionally enlightened it by his experi- 
ence i Biren took the road to Courland, where 
be was without difficulty rcinvcfted with his 
former authority, and where he favoured, to the 
vtmofl of his power, the views which Catharine 
had already formed on Poland. 

To complete the pifture of this man, who, 
after having devoted himfelf to the co/nmiflion 
of the mofl: horrible cruehies, aflumed a lenity 
which he carried even to weakncfs, ariti who 
united in his conduft the extremes of fcrvility 
and a ridiculous vanity, it will be neceffary to 
mention the manner in which he took leave of 
Catharine. Falling on his knees before her, in 
prefchce of the whole court, he addrefl'cd her in 
thcfe terms; 



of various pafTageSy from the Pfalms and other parts of the 
Bible. He afterwards caufcd a medal to be Aruck, on one 
iide reprcfenting his bull, with the legend: Alexius comes a 
BefluchefF Riuminy imp. Ruff, olim cancellar. nunc fenior,&e« 
On the other is a ccffin, with his efcutcheon, orange trees, 
palm trees, fortitude, conftancy. Over the cofHn : Tcrtio 
-triumphat ; and in the exergue: Poft duos in vita dc inimicis 
trlumphos, de morte triumphat. He died at 8t. Peterfburg, 
April ^li 1766. • 

" Moft 
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«* Moft illuftrious and moft puiffant emprefs ! 
" moft gracious fovcrcign and great lady ! — Is 
" it poffible to conceive of a magnanimity and 
" clemency equal to thofc which your imperial 
** majefty has difplayed towards me and my fa- 
" mily ? A prince without liberty, without do- 
'' mains> without afllftance, without fupport, is 
** all at once furrounded with thefe fcveral ad- 
" vantages of which he had been deprived by a 
" fuccefllon of misfortunes for a long fucceflion 
" of years. I am indebted for thefe advantages 
« to that love of jufticc which fills the throne in 
^ the perfon of your imperial majefty, and which 
*' has juft broke the plot which iniquity and vio- 
*' lencc have been fo artfully labouring to com- 
" plete. 

^* What can I do for properly acknowledging 
^' this grace and thefe bounties ? All my facul- 
'* ties in conjunftion with thofc of my family arc 
'< infufficient to that end \ and I fhould be in- 
" confolable if I were not perfuadcd that your 
*' benevolence acquits thofe who have nothing 
" to offer but gratitude and fubmiflion. Thefe 
*^ are the two fcntimcnts which I fhail carry with 
*' me to the grave, and which I (hall incclfantly 
" inculcate on all that belong tome.— With the 
*' moft humble proftrations then, at the feet of 
^^ your imperial majefty, I promife you a grati- 

X 4 " tudc 
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<^ tude and fubmiflion without limitationj and I 
'' prcfumc to intreat you gracioufly to Ihcw to 
" me and to mine your powerful protcftion*." 
The news of the revolution was ibon uni- 
verfally fpread; and this great change in the 
government of Ruflia, it was univerlally feared, 
would be followed by a total change of fyllem 
with regard to foreign affairs. The peace and 
alliance with the king of Pruflla were very un- 
popular meafures in that empire. It was not 
probable that the clofe and intimate conne6lion 
which had fubfifted between the king of Pruffia 
and the late tzar, could greatly recommend him 
to the fucceflibr. And as it was imagined that 
this revolution muft have been in a great degree 
owing to the machinations of thofe courts, whom 
the tzar had irritated by withdrawing from their 
" alliance, there was the greater reafon to appre- 
hend that the power, which was now fct up, 
would be exerted in their favour. 

There were alfo great advantages on the fide 
of Ruflia, if the emprcfs fhould not hold the 
peace concluded by her late hulb'and to be bind- 
ing on her, as none of the conquefts were at this 

* Although Bircn well knew that he was the fon of a 
courifli peafant, he had taken the name and the arms of the 
Birons of France, defirous of pafling for a defcendant of 
thai houfe, 

time 
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time evacuated. Every thing feemed to confpirc 
towards plunging the king of Pruflia into the 
aby fs of his former diftreflfes, after he had 
emerged from them, only for fuch a time, and 
in fuch a manner, as to rmkc them more bitter 
and infupportable. 

Fortunately, however, for this wonderful man, 
the emprefs, who had come to the Ruffian throne 
in the extraordinary manner that we have fecn, 
could not look upon herfclf as fufBciently fccure 
to undertake again a war of lo much in%portance 
as that which had been juft concluded. It was 
neceflary, for fome time at leaft, that (he fhould 
confine her attention folely to her own fafety. 
Therefore it was expedient to collect, within it- 
fclf, all the force of the empire, in order to op- 
pofc it to the dcfigns of the many malecontents, 
with which that empire always abounds, and 
who, though not attached to the, intereft of the 
late tzar, and little inclined to revenge his fate, 
would find now both inducement and opportu- 
nity for railing troubles and attempting new 
changes. Very plaufible pretences for fuch at- 
tempts exifted from the time of Peter the grcatj 
who, whilft he improved and ftrengthened his 
kingdom, left in it, at the fame time, the feeds 
of civil wars and revolutipns. 

Thefc 
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• Thefc confidcrations, whatever her defires 
might be> induced the tzarina to continue Co 
much of the fyftcm of her prcdeceflbr, as coin- 
cided with her Htuation. She therefore declared 
to the king of Pruffia's miniftcrs, <* that (he was 
" rcfolved to obferve inviolably, in all points» 
** the perpetual peace concluded under the pre- 
^ ceding reign; that neverthelefs (he had thought 
*^ proper to bring back to Ruflia, by the neareft 
** roads, all iier troops in Silefia, Prufiia, and 
«« Pomesania.*' 

It was not the critical fituation alone of the 
tsarina which produced this moderation; the 
prudent behaviour of his prufTian majefty, during 
the time of his conneftion with the late tzar, 
had a confiderable fhare in reconciling the mind 
of this cmprefs to him, and of perpetuating fome- 
thing like the fame fricndfliip, with interefts fb 
very different. 

On the aift of July, the orders arrived at the 
allied camp at Pctcriburg for the ruffians to 
icparate thenifclvcs from his army, and return 
without delay to their own country. 

None of the fovereigns of Europe were ig- 
norant of the ftcps by which Catharine had 
mounted the throne s but they made no hcfitation 
in acknowledging her title. Some of them cvea 

teftiaed 
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tcftificd their joy on the occafion -, their joy, 
however, was not of long duration. 

Maria Thcrefa at firft thought, that the Ruf- 
(iansj abandoning the pruQian ftandards, would 
unite their arms with her's, to enable her once 
more to give laws to Frederic. Maria Therela 
was deceived ; and (hortly after law, with equal 
aftonifhment and difpleafure, Catharine not only 
ordering her troops to evacuate Pruflla, but con- 
firming the peace concluded by the tzar. 

Lewis XV. alfo flattered himfclf that the 
carefles with which Catharine had di(tingiii(hed 
his ambaflador^ while fhe was no more than 
grand duchefs, were pledges of her attachment 
to France. But, no fooncr was Ihe fcated on 
the throne, than, while indulging her tafte for 
frcnch literature *, (he manifeftcd her contempt 
and avcrfion for the court of Vcrfailles f . Her 

unfortunate 

* She was a great admirer of the French writers, and 
f fpecially the tragic poets. Catharine alfo manifefted a high 
efleem for the philofophcrs. She wrote to d'Alembcrt, 
offering him a falar^- of 50,000 rubles, if he would come to 
Peteriburg to finifli the Encyclopedic, and takp upon him 
the charge of the education of the grand duke Paul Petrc« 
vitch. D'Alembert declined th<: offer. See the appendix. 
No. VII, 

* Catharine could never forgive the due de Choifeul for 
patronizing the work of the abb^ Chappe d'Auteroche, and 
file ev^D complained of it not a long time before her death ; 

againft 
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vnfortunate buiband ieeroed in this relpe& aUb to 
have fervcd her for a model. 

The monarch who formed the bed judgment 
of her charader wte the king of Pruflla •. That 

prinee, 

i^zmft which work, m coojunfUon with Peter Ivanovitch 
Schuvaloffy fhe wrote ** The Antidote,** which was inifer-» 
ably tranflated into englifh by a Udy. 

* The king of Pni£Ba wrote thus, to count Finkenfteio^ 
one pf his faTourites: — ** The emperor of Ruffia has been 
** dethroned by his confort : it was to be cxpe^ed. That 
^ prtncefs has much good fenfe and the iame inch'nations as 
* the defund. 6he has no religion, bnt adb the devotee. 
** It is the iecood volume of Zeno, the greek emperor, of 
^ his wife Adriana, and of Mary de Medicis. The late 
** chancellor BeftuchefF was her greateft fatvourite ; and aa 
«« he has a ftrong propenfity to guineas, I flatter myfelf 
** that the attachments of the prefent period will be thc^ 
** fame. The poor emperor wanted to imitate Peter I, 
«* but he had not the capacity for it." Tliis letter waa 
certainly not intended to fee the light ; and it is ciuious 
enough to put it in parallel with what its author, that grand 
comedian Frederic, wrote for the public in his ** Hiftory of 
«* thje Seven-years War."— «' The king," fays he, " had cul-, 
•• tivatedthe friend (hip of the grand duke, at the time when 
•* he was only duke of Holilein ; and from a fenfibility 
** rarely found among mankind, more rarely ftill among 
*^ kings, that prince, in return, prcfervcd a grateful heart : 
** he even gave marks of it in that war ; for it was he who 
** mofl contributed to the retreat of general Apraitin, in 
** 1757 5 when, after having beaten general Lewald, he fell 
** back iiito Poknd. Dunng aU thcfc troubles, that prince 

'f cvei^ 
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prince, having long forcfccn the bold attempt 
by which (he obtained the crown, repeatedly 
wrote to his minifter Goltz, that, fince Peter IIL 
was refolutely bent on his owa dedrudion, it 
was advifable for him to turn to the Gde of Ca« 
tharine. Accordingly, baron Goltz, the ardu- 
ous companion and flatterer of the pleafures of 
the taar,. was one of the firft to abandon him the 
moment his affairs were feen to take a difaflrous 
turn, and received from Catharine the moft gra- 
cious reception^ 

The emprefs likewife received with diftinftionj 
the envoy of Copenhagen, and gave the king; 
of Denmark aiTurances that he might make him- 
felfeafy on the fubjeft of Holftein, it being her 
intention always to keep up a good under ftand^ 
vUig-witlviiimt - 



** even abftained from going to council, where he had a feat^ 
** In order not to participate in the meafures which the em- 
** preTs was taking againft Proffia, and which he difap- 

** proved The king aded with the emperor not 

** as one fovereign. with another, but with that cordiality 
** which friendfhlp demands, and which Is the greateft 
*« blefiing of it. The virtues of Peter III. formed an cx- 
** ception to the rules of policy ; it was but right to a6l the 
*♦ fame by him,*' "^jfftftoire dt la Guerre defept jfns^ edit, dc 
Beiiio, tom«ii« 

Mr. 
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Mr. Ketth> ambaflador from England, had not 
^kaftly the fame freedom of accefs to this princefs 
as his prcdcccffor Williams had formerly had ; 
flic treated him however as the mintfter of a 
friendly power, and took the firft opportunity to 
renew the treaty which had long procured the 
Englifh almoft the whole commerce of Ruflia. 

Butj while (he was fecuring peace with the 
kings of Europe, Catharine ncgledted nothing 
for the maintenance of it within the empire. 
She had more to fear from her own fubjedts 
than from foreign potentates -, fhe therefore em- 
ployed herfclf in thefe affairs alternately with art 
and feverity. The court prefcntly affumed a 
new face. Every thing there was fubmifTivc to 
the fecret will of Gregory Orloffi whofc influence 
and haughtinefs were increafing from day to day, 
humiliating and irriracing the great, and making 
them ardently defire his fall. Several of them 
ventured to fpeak out, and a refolution to re- 
move them was the immediate confequence. 
But Catharine thought it beft to diflcmble a 
while longer, before flie openly avenged her 
favourite, and put the lafl feal to the patent of 
his power. 

The fecond accounts that arrived from Mofco 
were of a more favourable complexion than the 

former. 
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former. Brandy and money diftributed judi- 
cioufly by the governor, had worked a great 
change in the minds of the garrifon. The 
foldiers could not refufe to acknowledge the 
fovereign who ordered them daily fuch marks 
of her bounty. Sure of fuccefs in this quarter, 
Catharine haftcncd her journey to Mofco, for 
the purpofe of celebrating her coronation in that 
ancient capital of the empire. But previous to 
her departure from St. Pcterlburg, fhe aflcmbled 
the regiments of the guards who had featted her 
on the throne, and gave them further aflurances 
of her approbation. She left them under the 
Command of the hetman Razumofflky and 
prince Volkonfky, beftowed the government of 
the city on count Bruce, on whofe fidelity (he 
could rely, and charged Alexey OrloflF to watch 
over all with his ufual aftivity. 

The ertiprefs chofe for her attendants on the 
journey Gregory OrlofF, the old chancellor Bcf- 
tucheff, count StroganofFj in fhort, the greater 
part of the nobles who had Ihewn themfclves 
the moft devoted to her, as well as thofe whofe 
abfence fhe had reafon to dread. Above all, 
(he neglcfled not to take with her the young 
grand duke Paul Petrovitch and tlie principal 
ladies of the court. 

This 
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This numerous cavalcade made itH entrance 
nvich pomp into Mofco. But notwithftanding: 
the money that had>becn prcvioufly diftributcd, 
it was received without any toktfris of public 
welcome, without acclamation. Catharine too 
cafily perceived, by this folitude and filence, 
that her prefence was difagreeable to the people. 
She ncverthelefs repaired to the chapel of the 
tzars, where (he laviflied hcf flatteries on the 
archbifliop and the popes ; and fhe was crowned 
in die prefence of the foldiery and the people of 
the court. The crowd, which retired at the 
approach of the emprefs, ran every where to 
meict the grand duke, and mingled with the 
emotions of tendernefs thtfy felt for the child, 
a' vifible concern for the misfortunes of his 
father. Catharine, diflatisfied with Mofco, in- 
duftrioufly concealed her chagrin ; and attending, 
only to the neceffary delays, retook the road to 
Peterlburg. . 

The number of promotions, jwefcntsi &c. 
that were made on occafion of the coronation, 
and which moftly fell to the fliare of her adhe- 
rents in the late revolution, need not here be 
particularized. During her ftay at Mofco Ihc. 
honoured thftt ancient capital by iffuing feveral 
proclamations from it -, and to flatter the mili- 
3 tary,- 
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taiy, which had been n^leded by Peter, Qh 
publiihed a manifefto, o& the day of her coro« 
nation^ in praife of the troops that had fought 
againft Pruflia^ and caufed a half-y'ear's pay «• 
be given to the fubalterns and common foldiefi 
who had been prefent at the vidorious batdes of 
Paltzigt or Kai or ZuUichau^ and at Frankfort o^ 
Kiinerfdorf. Of each of the four regiment^ 
of life-guardsy the Preobsyenflcoy^ Simeonofskft 
Ifmailofsky, and the horfe guards the emprela 
appointed herfelf coloneL General^adjutant 
Gregory Qrloff was made lieutenant- colonel of 
the laft regiment; of the firft, his brother 
Alexey s of the third, Feodor, captain of th^ 
Simeonofsky i and the fourth, Vladimir, lieute^ 
nant of the Ifaiailofsky guards* 

Catharine now put q& aB coaftraint. Thf 
monks, who had long fii>roured h^r preyed, 
and CO whom flie had often prqmiled ^ reftofv 
ation of %}^ polfcflkHis they had been delpoited 
of by her hufband^ vainl/ recalled to her mind 
their iervices and her ptomi&s. She perceiv^ 
that it would not be prudent to let them refume 
an afcendant, which might prove as dangerous as 
it had been ierviccabld to her^ and infteiKl of 
revoking the ediA ofPetei' III. flie re&rreditto 
the examinatjoa of « fynod^compofcd of perfons 

V0V.S4 Y implicitly 
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implicitly fubfervicnt to her will. The principal 
members of the clcr^ were fccrctly brought 
over; the reft were lacrificeds and^ animated 
with (acred furj, vowed revenge againft their 
former patron. 

The rage of the pricfts could not fail of having 
fome effeft. They fanned the embers of fcdi- 
lion among the populace. They communicated 
the iptrks of it to fome foldiers^ They called to 
snind their prince Ivan. They difcovered that 
he was in St. Petcrlburg on the very day of the 
revolution j to which city Peter III. had myftc^ 
rioufly cauftd him to be brought, in the dcfiga 
pf declaring him his futceflfor ; and from whence 
Catharinf: bad fincci not lefs myfterioufly, had 
bim conveyed ; and they openly laid, that it wa$ 
to that unhappy prince that the throne belonged. 
They did more. They detcfted and publilhed a 
tnanifeftoi all the copies whereof the care of the 
friends of Catharine bad n6t been able to fiipprefs, 
Peter III. had caufed it to be drawn up by tht 
^te-counfellor VolkofF, and bad figned it with 
his hand. In a melancholy mood he had here 
put together all the weaknefles and faults of Ca- 
tharine; andaccufing her of adultery^ declared 
that he would not acknowledge the young grand 
duke for his fon> fioce he was the fruit of the 

fcaodaloui 
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fcandalous commerce of his wife with Soltikoff. 
This manifcfto ♦, compofed with great force and 
eloquence^ was artfully difperfed among the peo- 
plCj and loon found its wajr among the foldiers^ 
who, for the moft part, unable to conceive in 
what fit of diftra£tion they had been drawn into 
the rebellion^ already, as we have obferved, re- 
pented their wiclcednefsj or deplored the fad lot 
of a prince, miftaken but not malevolent, wed^ 
but not ftupid 1 who had been barbaroufly put to 
death. He whom they lamented foon found ' 
them his avengers. Every thing feemed to por- 
tend a new revoludon: but Glebofi^ Paffick, 
Teplofi^ and their emiflaries, were not blind to 
all thefe proceedings. Suddenly an imperial pro* 
clamation came forth, forbidding the foldiers of 
the guards from ^embling without orders re- 
ceived from their officers. Some of the moft 
violent were imprtfoned^ and fiiffered the pu^ 
nifliment of the knoot; others wene baniflied 
into Siberia ; terror for fome time kept the reft 
in filcnce. 

By thus chaftifing the regiments of the guards, 
the emprefs thought (he Ihould alfo ihut the 
mouths of the prieils. She refufed even to 
temporize with the courtiers who dilpleafed her, 

^ Fciliaps a foigery of the cxafperated dei^. 

y 2 and 
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and thought they had ju£k claims t;Q her gratitude* 
][y:9n Schwv^pff h^d not openly lal^ea part m 
the confpiracy » but he had prompted it before? 
hand by caluniniating Peter II(« ai\d as foqn a^ it 
broke ou^ 1^ became its approver and fuppor^ 
By flattering the propenfities of C9thartn(;> he 
hoped to find that eafy accefs with her which the ' 
cmpre& Elizabeth had ofiered him. Schuvaloff 
inas nuftaken. He awakened the jealoviy pf 
Orloffi Catharine fe^it him word ;hat his pre* 
fence waa v^o% neceflary at co^rt ^; theoi adding- 
diprifiOA to harflineisj {he made him a pri^Ewb 
' ^ the r^ard of his ferWCj^Sy of an old n^r^ 
who pUycd ^ put of a buffoon about thg^^ 
palace f* 

ThiP 

^ Peter l^• on hU acceflion to the throne> aAed with 
gresxtr lenity towards Ivan Schutaloff, of whom he had & 
gre^t a right to compuin under th^ reign of Elizabeth* 
Kot only he did not fod)id hjm thp ooufti, bvt hr. mack Vm 
% preC^n^ of 104OOP iinp^ial6 in g^ld» wluch.t)xf: ^t»aiphprJaj|i 
had juft received of the dying fqvereigny and whif^^ {nft^ 
gifted by fe^i he fent to. the ne^ emp^iiof. 

j* It v^s ii^d to be the fame n^m wjiom the tzar wjaa 
4eiirou8 of haying with him in prifon. Being led to beliere 
that hit confinement would not be of long duration, b^»c 
)ie waa £snl<9f:to Oerjnaiifff it (ecma. be. pctitipncdi Ql&b^ 
rine to let him have with him the negro who fonietimes 
amufed^^im* ^ ing, ^ badioog^ W>^ » (mmi^ ^"^ him» 
l^s vipUu, a biblci and fo^e romances ; adding that, dif« 

gufted 
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The general of artillcfy Villebws, wh6 hiS 
yielded to a lencttfiedt of tende^hefs for he^ 
rather than follow the line of nis dUtyj lioW paid 
the forfeit of his niiftake. Orloff way afraid 
of his talents^ and wanted his empbyitien^* 
Villebois was difmifled^ and the favourite ip^ 
pointed grand maftef of the artilleiy« 

The pretenfions of princefs Dalhkoff bedaflW 
odious to the empfeis. At the commencemenC 
Sf the revoludon, princefs Dafhkoff had^ like 
Catharine, put on the uniform of the guards, and 
marched at their head. She had facrificed her 
^ther, her fitter, her whole family, to the elc^* 
vation of her friend *i in fbme inftances (he had 
&crificed herfelf. AU die recompence fhe alked 
was the title of colonel of the regiment of Prfo-* 
bajenfky. But Catharine anfwered her, with an 
ironical fmile, that the academy would fuit her 
better than a milkary corps. Princefs Dafhkofi^ 
cruelly mortified at this reply, gave Icope ta 
het natural iinpetuolfty,» murmured among hcif 
friends of the ingratitude of Catharine, and 

f m II I I I I I III Ti l , I a . I ■■ ^ 

tie WM refeked for the £^twft to lead tf ^^ildfoj^ital Kfar 
Nothing of this was granud hasi ; and hls #!ife^|dali of oapi 
4ia£i wae tujmed i&to ridkudo. 

* This wiA the appeHatiDD niiifudy beftiwcd oa «Mii ' 
other by Catharine aAd pria^eA Thfcfcttt 

yj fougltf 
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fought opportunities for fhewing her refentmenc 
The perfidious Odart^ who obferved this alter- 
ation in the behaviour of the princefi^ was the 
firft to carry an account of it to the cmpre& 
Princefs Daflikoff immediately received orders 
to retire to Mofco *. 

At^the famp time Catharine commiffioned the 
piedmontefe Odart to engage the ambaflador of 
France to write to Voltaire* cautioning him to 
be on his guard agatnft the vanity of princcfi^ 
Dafhkofi; and to tell him* that if he ihould 
tranfmit to pofterity the event that had juft hap« 
pened in Ruflia* he need only make mention <^ 
diis young woman as having a£ted a very fccond* 
ary part in a revolution* the fuccels whereof 
was owing folely to the wifdom and courage 
of the empreis f. The fame commifHon was 

^ Here (he was delivered of a daughter, afterwards mar* 
ried to M. de Tfcherbinin } a kdy of remarkable accoou 
pliihments and the moft agreeable manners. It i$ no wondev 
then If her fociety was frequented by all men of talents and 
literature from every court in Europe. After paifing three 
or four years in travelling through various parts of Germany 
and the ftatcs of Italy, madaroe Tfcherbinin afterwards 
took up her refidence at Wariaw ) but fmce the commence* 
ment of the reign of Paul I. (he iu gone to reiide with her 
mother at her retirement in the vicinity of Mofco# 

. f M. de Breteuil rather went beyond his comuat&an, by 
aiddingiahisletttfr: « Ceft pooiTer bics bin la)alpufie4e 
«< la hardie(re de I'ingratitudc.'^ 

givca 
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given to her ambafladors at London ahci at 
Paris*. 

The archbiihop of Noygoj^od> one of the* 
principal inftnunencs in the revolution^ and who 
had the moft aflifli^d in diminifhing the privi- 
leges of the monks^v having been gained over 
by money and promifesj found all at once that 
his towering' hopes were fruftrated. When Ca- 
tharine h^d no longer any need of his fervices^ 
ihe prefendy difmilTed him ; and he was obliged 
to take back with him his rage and dilgrace to a 
clergy who hated him^ and a people who defpifed 
his ambition. 

In the mean time Poniato^ky had learned^ 
with inexpreffible joyi the triumph of Catharine. 
Since his departure from St. Peterfl)urg» he had 
kept up a regular correfpondence with hej% 
through the means of fome obliging friends ; and 
he placed the more dependence upon her, a^ 
while (he had a fecret parriality for odiers^ Ihe 
openly affe£ted a romantic conftancy in her 

* Upwards of five-and-twenty years after that event, Ca« 
tharine held the fame language to a minifler from a foreign 
power. It was her earneft defire that the hlftory of her life 
mnd reign (hould have been undertaken by the hiflorian'of 
Charles V. Various fuggeflipns wete at feveral times given 
to that tfk^f and tranfinitted to Scotland ; and for which 
all the neceflary papers and documents were to be fumiihed 
by heifelf. 

Y 4 "attachment 
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fttuehcnent to hltfi. Perhaps Foirfacofyby might 
flatter himfelf that he (hould foon be honoured 
mth her hand whofe^ heart he imagined had long 
been his. He advanced to the fironders of Po* 
Iand| and fenc to afk permiffion of her majefly 
to pay a vifit to ber court. But fhe returmd 
him for anfwcr» that his prefencf was not nccd^ 
Apf at Peterfburg ; and that (he had difftfcnt 
views in hh behalf. Unwilling that h$ fiiouU 
he fiirther informed of her new connefiionSj ihe 
.condnwd to wnce to him in an afFe£tionata (tyk, 
"and fometimeslhed tears before the confidania* 
of the PolCj in fpeaking of her paflion for hiov 
^Sbe complained that. i|n ipclifidtion fo^r Orlofflwas 
attrihutcd to her> atyl aiftepapted no ridicule faim 
ia their eyes. . 

r. But the period of fears was paft. Qrloff |md 
jdonc wtth^'myftery. Hai^ty and coarfe in hia 
inannersj that favourite but aukwardly fubmitted 
to diffimulation ; and he now made it appear 
that he had no longer pccafiqn for an fn^r^i^nieitt 
precaution. Accuftomed to live in the barracks 
and cabaksf, Orloffat times would drink pretty 
jfrcely. One evening, being at fuppcr with th« 
t^mprefs^ the hetQfian HazumofijQcyj ^nd ibm^;^ 

* M. dc Mercy and M. dc Breteuil. 

. t Tippling-bott£ei. frequented by the bwer orden of 
people. - • 

: others 
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Others of chci court, ami betog fluihed Vich 
wine, he talked of the afcendant he had o?er 
the guards i he boafted of haiFtitg folefjr brought 
about the re volution ; and added, that his powtt 
was Co great, that if he chofc to abufe it, hi 
eeidd deiitoy in one moir<h Ms own woi^^ ahd 
detlifone the emprefe* « You might do fdiii 
^ one month,"* returned thti hfecitiatf, fmiling at 
Iminfolence; ^^ buty my friend^ within a fort* 
«e night after -we wiOfuW hafve hanged yowP* 
^IThe other' courtiers feeitied' 6fFended ; but the 
fevoilp of Oribff was i«<yt ^i«kii(hed. 
^ live attadhment of Catharine to her favourite 
itfofe ihoro fix>in fR^lcy than dfie€lion. Sht 
kntfw hik aaivlty, hls^vetieniehee, liis bokhtefii 
find flie GOidd neither arnr hcHelf itgainft hhn 
by an enfpty pride, nor prder to him couktieri 

aatonfli^ and deftitute of courage. Lefs gracioui 
towards the other confpirators, who were Onl)^ 
fobattern^bttcere, 8^^ whom flic had already 
liifficieotly rewarded^ Ibe removed them by de^ 
grees fi^om the co«irt, leairing them to return ta 
their (Udier-lHce courfe of life, and their obfcure 
Kberrinifm. It may be that (he would have done 
better to have kept on the mafk a little longer \ 

The 

* SonvBtpwfoWVtidtabaQdkoftkklMdisvbur 
Jier witbk iDgratitttde and fdfilhuefa. The ftate counfellor 

Brodorf, 
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The chafti&ment of the foldiers who were 
the firft in the mutiny had not entirely quelled 
the fpirit of revolt. The removal of the arch- 
hifliop of Novgorod and princefs Daflikofi> the 
unfettled health of the young grand duke*, the 
pity ihewn by all ranks of people for prince 
Ivan ; all fumiflied 4 handle to difcontentSj which 
the popes dexteroufly cmi^yed for inciting and 
irritating the people. There was a general 
fermentation in the barnicks. The danger be« 
came even fo imminent, that her majefty was 
thought, during a whole dayf, to be in extreme 
hazard of experiencing the fate of her huiband. 
But her courage never foribokher. Without 
cal4ng her council, flie took [private meafuret^ 
for calming the revolt ; and when the lietmaa 
Kazumofi)ky, Beftuchelf, Panin, Gleboff, with 

m , ' I ■ ■ I I , ■ I ■ ■ 

^rodorfy private fecretauy to the tzar, and who had oftea 
prevented that pnnce from (hewing his re&ntment againft 
Catharine, fpoke of it in thefe terms : << The emprefs thinks 
** it a fufficient happinefs to be pennitted to ferve her, and 
^ that it is recompence enough to have the honour which (he 
f fuppofes it ihould be reckoned ; and when (he has made 
<< what ufe (he wanted of any one, or of which (he thought 
** him capable, (he does vrith him as we do with an orangCf 
<< after fucking out the juice we throw the peal out at 
«« window." 
* He was attacked with a fort of fcorbutic complaints 
f It was fome time after her retttn»fipomMofco» 

f^veral 
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leveral othcr.mcmbcrs of the fcnacc, prefented 
thcmfclvcs to her, to tcftify their uneafinels, (he 
iaid tothcoj, with that dignity which was pecu- 
liar to her : " Why are you alarmed ? Think 
^y ye that I am afraid to face the danger? pr 
^< rather, are you afraid that I know not bow to 
*' overcome it ? Recoiled that you have fcca 
<^ me, in moments more terrible than thcfe, in 
^^ full pofTeflion of the whole vigour of my 
^< mind ; and that I can fupport the mod cruel 
** reverfcs of Fortune with as much fcrcnity as 
*' I havefupported her favours. A few faftious 
^' fpirits, a few mutinous foldiers, are to de« 
^' prive me of a crown that I accepted with re« 
** ludance*, and only as the means of deliver- 
'* ing the rullian nation from the miferies with 
^^ which it was threatened! I know not with wha( 
^^ pretence they colour their infolence ; I know 
" not on what means they relyi but, I fay it 
'* again, they caufe me no alarm. That Pro- 
*' vidence which has called me to reign, will 
<' preierveme for the glory and the happinels of 
^' the empire; and that almighty arm which has 
'* hitherto been my defence will now confound 
«' my foes." 

* It is certain that Catharioe exprelTed herfelf in tliefe 
very termi, and that even in the prefence of (bme of bet 
accomplices* 

The 
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The OrioSsj in the mean time, neglefted 
nothing for pacifying the guards i and prefents 
foftened thofe whom fpceches and promifes 
could not appeafc. When their fideKty was 
again fecund, four-and-twenty of dieir officers 
were arrcftcd and tried.* The four principal 
ringleaders* were declared guilty of high trea* 
ibni and condemned to be quartered. But Cz^ 
diarinej thinking that lels benefit was likely to 
accrue from leaving them to their fentenccj 
commuted their punilhment into a banifhment 
to Siberia s and wifhing, at the^iame time> to 
attempt at infpiring the Ruflians with fome dread 
of infamy, a dread which has fo much influence 
in other nations, (he caufed the four officers to 
be degraded, and fcourged by the hand of the 
common execurioncr. 

While Catharine was thus managing her fub- 
jefts, fhe difplayed to foreign courts all the 
greatneis of her charader. The ambaflador of 
France foUicited her in vain for obtaining a 
reverfal fimilar to thofe granted by Elizabeth 
and Peter lit. at their acceflion to the throne, 

♦ Thcfc were the three brothers Gourieffi officers in tht 
Ifmaxloffsky regiment of guards, and Aroufche£F» an officer 
of the regiment of lagria or Ingermlandflcoi. A brother 
pf the latter, feijeant ia the fame regiment^ ¥ra»aUo in Um 
plot| but was not futje&ed to the fame punifhmenl. 

the 
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the purport of which was to prove that the tide 
of cmprers changed abfolutely nothing in the 
ceremonial between the two courts ; and per^ 
fifted in the refu&l, notwithftanding the difficul<« 
ties it might occaIion*» In a word* £he de^ 
clared that the ceremomal fliould not be changed % ^ 
but that there fhould never more be any reverlal 
at the commencement of a new reign f* Never-: 
^leis Ihe gave fecret inftrufUons to feveral of 
her amba0adors to take precedence of that froat 
France, whcnevet occafioa Ihould offer J. 

The emprefsj always comlnning policy widi 
firnmefsj found means to footh the moft daQi» 

* Tliefe difficulties were not the only ones l/L de Brfw 
teiijl had with Catherine i and it may not be ufdcfs %m 
mention the grave minutiae in which ambafladon axe fornix 
times employed* The cuftom is, that women as well at 
men kifs the hand of the emprefs. M. de Breteuil had th^ 
vanity to infift that his lady, rather than conform to that 
Cttftom, ftiould abftain from appearing at couit« He made 
lieveral remonftrances o^ this fubje^i. Catharine held eutt^ 
and that noadame de Breteuil might not die of vexation uk 
)ier h6tel, the ambaflador was obliged to fubmit. How* 
ever, by a grand ftroke of policy, h^ recommended to hit 
lady not to kiis her majefty's haadf but only to pretend t# 
do fOf 

t Seetbedechratumintbeappeadis^ 

% The dispute diat bappenrd between tbednedc GUU 
Uifi^ s^d coilnt Chiemichcff* ambafla4M^fipom JUffia to th^. 
^>moS5uJm^\ iswdl:lm>wnt 

gerouf 
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genius of the priefts, and to put a ftop to the 
cabals of the monks. She recalled to court 
princefs Daflikoff, whofc influence and entcr-r 
prlfes at Mofco might difturb the tranquillity of 
the empire. She fcnt away the "picdmontefc 
Odart^ whofe continual informations had ren* 
dcred him odious to all the court. Her praife 
was refounded, by-the trumpet of feme, from 
one end of Europe to the other, and reverberated 
to Peter(burg. The health of the young grand 
duke was re-eftabU(hed. The promiflng exped^ 
stions that were juftly raifcd by the good conduft 
of that prince, drew off all eyes from the prifbn 
of the unfortunate Ivan > and the Ruffians accom- 
inodated themfdves to a yoke which they had 
Attempted in vain to fhake off. 

Ambition did not extinguilh the love ofplea* 
fure in the breaft of Catharine. It was even by 
the latter that (he gained more and more the 
attachment of her courtiers ; but (he could quit 
her pleafures to engage in the moft ferious 
affairs, and apply to the moft arduous concerns 
of governments She aflifted at all the deli«. 
berations of the council, read the difpatches 
from her ambafladors, either didated or minuted 
with her own hand the anfwers that were to be 
fent to them, and afterwards attended to all the 
particulars of their execution. Jealous of folid 

itnowi\, 
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renown^ Ihe fct before her the example of thole 
Hluftrious monarcbs who effaced their weak« 
nefles by the grandeur of their exploits; and^ 
with the infirmities of men> merited and ob« 
tained the gratefiil acknowledgments of all fuc* 
ceeding dmes, as the friends and benefadors of 
die humap race. She followed thofe maxims 
which (he frequently quoted : '* We Ihould be 
*' conftant in our plans," fdd (he. " It is better 
f^ to doamifs, than to alter ourpurpoict None 
f * but fools are irreiblute," 



CHAR III. 

Catharine is occupied in/chemes cf iggrMdifemenU 

•■ mmSbe JufpoTts Biven in Ceurland.'^Panin is 

defirous of changing the form of the ruffian 

government. •^Beftucheff Sffuades the emprefs 

• from it, and wijbes to induce her to marry 

^ Gregory Orloff. — A plot concerted at Mojco 

againji the life of Orloff. ^^ A confpiracy agdnft 

the emprefs.— 'Anfwer of princes Dajhkoff^^m^ 

Poniatofshf defirous of coming to Ruffia, [6?^,— 

Occurrences of 1 762 and 1 763. 

A.LL ib vereigns have their private hiftories : 
1m Ac anecdotes of their domeiHc concerns are 

in 
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ip (bine inftanccs not ib well authenticated^ and 
in others not of fuch a nature as to render them 
proper objeds of hiftory* The true life of a mo* 
oarch conlifts in the adions which he performs in 
the capacity of monarchs efpecially if he rule with 
imlimiitd fway^ and fi>r the moft part govern io 
his own peribn : both circumftances meet in Ca^ 
tbarinc* But though ordinances^ lawsj inftitudoos 
at hocnej influence on foreign countries» war$» 
treaties of peace^ proper^ form the fubje6t of thq 
biography of a mighty potentate; yet accounts 
of occurrences that regard his own perfon alio 
defcrve to be interwoven, as often as they give 
rife to greater events, or are any otberwife infe- 
parably conne£led with public biflory. 

The bloody war carried on againft Fredericj 
continued to rage in the reft of Europe, Ruffiii 
had juft fcparated from that formidable kagucj 
and Sweden was following her example. Peter 
Jiad not merely put an end to hoftiUties, and 
rsftored to the king the territory of £aft-Pru0iaj 
which had been conquered by the ruflkm afflts ; 
but be had even ordered his ttoop% to join the 
army of that prince, to fighrunder him as allies, 
againfl: the remaining confederated powers, ^he 
latter relation thus immediately ccafed^^^^lt^^s 
of the utmoft importance to know what refolu* 
dona would now hsadoptedlfaTiCatharine* 'Fbtt 
dx)qgh the roffia a ai my wi d epEMafaAuhid pefr 
14 formed 
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formed fo little in comparifon of what might have 
been reafonably expe£ted from their numbers and 
force, yet Ruflia was a very formidable enemy^ 
to whom Frederic, in fpite of all the rcfourcesof 
his fertile genius, mud at length havf fubmitted> 
cfpecially if the bravery of the foldiers (hould be 
properly enforced by a better command* 

Frederic had been Peter's friend, Was ac* 
quainted with all his fentimenti and plans, had 
imparted to him counfel, and maintained a con- 
fidential coriefpondence with him. * Could it be 
expefled that his fuccelTor (hould have much in« 
clination and confidence for the friend of him 
whom' fhe had depofcd from the throne i Was 
it not probable that he was informed, perhapa 
even approved of the meafures that the emperor 
had taken in regard to Catharine, and for the 
preventing of which (he had undertaken that 
very ftep? Frederic had indeed been Peter's 
friend ; but a worthy and paternal friend, an ex« 
perienced and generous monitor. He had the 
higheft reafon to be devoted to the emperor with 
the fincereft attachment; but for beftowing a 
flattering approbation on what he did not hold 
to be right, Frederic was too great and too wife. 
With tender concern he beheld Peter giving the, 
rein to his paflions, and exerted all the influence 
of his friend(hip to reduce him to a better con^ 

VOL. I, 2 duftt 
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dud. His letters abounded with admonitbns to^ 
the rcftoradon of domellic concop^, and the re« 
eftablilhment of peace in the imperial family* 
Catharine read them, and was convinced of the 
pcrfcvcrir^ good-will of the great prince, to 
whom fhe was indebted for the firft poffibility 
of obtaining the ruffian crown*. Frederic had 
even left nothing untried to diiTuade the tzar 
jfirom his violent refolution of declaring war 
jigainft Denmark: iat length, however, a congre& 
Was appointed at Berlin, in order to bring aU 
differences to an accommodation. 

The negotiation went or with fucccfs, and 
tnded happily. Catharine therefore ratified the 
|)eacc with Pruffia and with Denmark. 

RuflTia Chen enjoyed a peace with foreign 
powers, which had been begun by the unfor- 
tunate Peter III. and which Catharine had now 

• On peniiing thcfe letters the emprefs burft into tears of 
gratitude^ and made in confequence the ilirongeft declara- 
tions in favour of this prince. They were not without ef- 
fe^. Orders had been given with relation to Pruffia, which 
threatened a renewal of hoftilities. They were foon fuf- 
pended. The army of the Ruffians was indeed feparated 
£rom that of Pruffia ; but all the important places, which 
the Ruffians had, with fo much bloodfhcd, and through fa 
many difficulties, acquired, and which gave them the com- 
mand of every thing clfe that remained to the ^'ng, werc_ 
faithfully rcftored* 

Confirmed ; 
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confirmed : buc the interior of the empire^ in 
various parts, exhibited (igns of fermentation^ 
Neiriier the fcvere fentence pronounced againft 
the four principal leaders of the tumult of the 
guards, nor the aflfumed clemency of the em- 
press, were able to ftifie thofe fentiments of 
•hatred and vengeance which the view of a great 
a£b of injuftice never faik to infpire* 

Though Catharine perhaps had no great 
fealbn to fufpeft that her fubjedls were not per« 
&£tly fadsfied with the methods by which the late 
revolution had been effeded, yet fht thought 
it expedient to call off their attention from a 
recent event of fuch magnitude and impoitance 
by brilliant novelties, and fuccefsful enterprifes» 
But ihe aUbknew that too many obft^les were 
opp6fed to thefe enterprifes^ and that i^e penuiy 
of her finances as well as the didatei of policy 
impelled her to peace. 

With regard to any offenfive intentions agabft 
RufTia, they have long fince ceafed to compofe 
a part in the policies of any power whatever. 
Notwithflanding her permanent ftrength> and an 
occafional exertion of it, that are very menacing^ 
it does not appear that there has, even once, 
been a plan fcrioufly thought on for the reduc- 
tion of the greatnefs of Ruflia, ever fince the 
time of Charles XIL which was the period of 
z 2 her 
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her entering into the circle of our political fyf* 
tern. And this was rather an attempt to crulh 
her in her infancy, than a plan to obftruft her 
further growth^ when once become formidable. 

From that time (he has been growing (not fo 
mucbj perhaps, as might be expefted in learn* 
ing and the arts> buty certainly) to a very high 
degree in fubftantial power, and in aU the re* 
fources that fupport it 1 a ftrong military force, 
an increafing commerce, prudent, becaufe, for 
the mod part, a lucrative fyftem of negotiation ; 
and an unbounded influence over thofe nadons 
with whom (he has the nearefl: connexion. 

Her fricndlhip has been much fought, and 
generally paid for. Her armies have been kept 
tip at very coftflderablc numbers; and if her 
troops h^ve not improved, the laft war evidently 
demonftrated that they had not at all declined 
from that difcipline to which they were formed 
by Peter the great. That commerce, too, of 
which he was the founder, had been far from 
languiihing fince his death 5 and tTie balance of 
trade was in her favour with, perhaps, all the 
nations with whom (he has any intercourfe. 
The emulation which, for this century paft, has 
fubfiftcd amongft all the maritime countries in 
augmenting their marine> has, without the exer- 
tion of any deep policy on her fide, operated 

powerfully 
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powerfully in her favour ; as nature has made her 
the great magazine of naval (lores to Europe. 

Nothing (hews more clearly^ that Rullia has 
the ftrongcft political (lamina, than that her con- 
dition is fuch as we have dcfcribcd it, whilft her 
government has undergone very frequent (hocks 
and fudden revplutions, whild the throne was 
fcldom e(labli(hcd with great fecurity to the pof- 
(e(ror, and never provided with any found and 
invariable principle of fucce(rion. 

At prefent it could not be faid that Ru(ria,was 
much improved in theie particulars. On the 
contrary, nothing could be more critical than the 
fituation of that government. 

The emprefs immediately applied with ex- 
treme afliduity and care to the adminidradon of 
her vaft edates, the advancement of commercct 
the augmentation of the marine, and efpecially to 
the means of recovering the finances, without 
teing reduced to the neccfTity of obferving a 
parfimonious oeconomy. . Her grand ideas of 
che fovereignty^of Ruffia permitted her not to 
renounce that oriental magnificence, for which^ 
from the beginning of the reign of Elizabeth, 
che court of St. Peterlburg had been /amous 
throughout the w:orld. . This luxury might like« 
wife feem the more neccffary as an objedl of at-* 
{rajfUon to the notice of the public both at home 
z 3 and 
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and abroad, till flie could excite its aftonifbment 
by the fpkodour of conquefts. 

After engaging in bufinefs with her minillerSj 
her majefty would frequently converfc, and al- 
ways in private, one while with BcftuchefF and 
at another with Munich. With one (he ftudied 
politics and the refources of the feveral courts of 
Europe; the other communicated to her the 
plan he had been oieditating in his exile in 
Siberia, for driving the Turks from Conllan« 
tinople, a plan fingularly gratifying to the 
afpiring mind of Catharine, and which, thirty 
years after, feemed to be on the point of being 
carried to cfFcdt. 

Her firft cares were direfted to domeftic 
regulations. The ftyle in all her ordinances 
has fomething uncommonly confidendal and 
open : the fubjefts hear the voice of a careful 
mother, without feeling themfelv^s treated like 
helplcfs children i on the contrary they all have 
a tendency to bring them to liberty. She fre- 
quently talks of the duties of fovereigns, and 
particularly of what the emprefs efteems her 
own. For inftance, in her firfi: manifefto, dated 
July 6, 1762, immediately on her accefllon to 
the throne: " It is thus," fays the emprefs, 
" without fpiUiBg one drop of blood, that we 
^* have afcendcd the ruffian throne, by the affift- 

" ance 
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*^ ancc of God, and the approving fqffragcs 
** of our beloved coiintry.— Humbly adorir^ 
** the decrees of Divine Providenee, we aflure 
*^ our faithful fubgeds, that we will not fail, by 
^^ night and by day, to invoke the Mod: High Co 
^* blefs our fceptre, and enable us to wield it for 
** the maintenaace of our orthodox religion, the 
** (ecurity and defence of our dear country, Tuid 
*^ th^ equal adminiftfataon of juftice ; as well as 
<^ to put an end to all miieries, iniquities, and 
** violences, by ftrcngthening and fortifying our 
^* heart for the public good. And as we ar- 
** dently wifli to prove effcftually how fer wc 
^* merit the reciprocal love of our people, for 
*^ whofc happincfs we acknowledge our throne 
*' to be eftablilhed, we folcmnly promife on our 
^^ imperial word, to make fuch arrangements in 
" the empire as that the government may be 
^^ endued with an intrinfic force to fupport itlelf 
"within limited and proper bounds ; and each 
*' department of the ftate provided with whole- 
*' fome laws and regulations, fufficient to the 
** prefervation of good order, at all times, and 
*' in all circumftances* 

" By which means wc hope henceforward 
" to eftablifh the empire and our fovereign 
** power, (however they may have been here-^ 
<* tofore weakened,) irf fuch a manner as to' 

z 4 « comfort 
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" comfort the difcouraged hearts of all true 
*' patriots. Not entertaining the Icaft doubtj 
'< that all our loving fubjedts will, as well for the 
*' falvation of their owa fouls, as for the honour 
** of religion, inviolably obferve the oath they 
«' have fwornin the prefcnce of Almighty God; 
" we thereupon affure them of our imperial 
*« favour/' 

Again in the ukaufe of the apth of July in the 
lame year: " Not only all that we have or 
*^ may have, but alfo our life itfclf, wc have 
** devoted to our dear country. Wc value no- 
** thing on our own account; we fcrve not 
" ourfelf ; but we labour with all pains, with all 
" diligence and care, for the glory and happincfs 
" of our people." 

In a manifefto of the 17 th of July, the emprcft 
publicly and folemnly promifed to employ her 
principal care to the maintenance of juftice. 
Under date of the 29th flie informed the people 
of her having received account that a certain 
rcgiftrator of the gbvcrnment-chancery of Nov- 
gorod, named Jacob Rcmber, had taken money 
for adminiftering the oath of allegiance ; for 
which fhe had bani(hed him for life to Siberia : 
and on that occadon iffued a fevere decree againft 
bribery and extortion. The pifturc fhe here 
draws of th^ ftate of things is truly alarming : 

** If 
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"If any one is defirous of an office, he muft 
*^ pay for it ; if any one wilhes to defend himfelf 
«' from flandcr, he muft do it with moneys 
" if any one would flander another, he cor- 
'* roborates his malice by bribes. In this man- 
" ner do many judges convert the facred place 
" where they are appointed to pronounce juftice 

" in our name, into a market Thcfc ex- 

'^ amples, of perfons who, in the principal 
** courts, have crept into office only for the 
" purpofe of fcreening themfelves from punilh- 
" ment, are imitated, particularly in remote 
" parts of the empire, even by judges and offi- 
** cers of the loweft orders, to the vexation 
«^ and oppreffion of poor people ; praftiGng the 
^* arts of chicane, not only in cafes of little im- 
'* portance, but under the form of law, which 
** they wrongly interpret, and bringing ruin on 
" the perfons and families of even thofe who arc 
" rather defcrving of our fovereign complacency 
" and favour." 

By an ukaufc, dated Mofco, Oft* 13, the 
cmprefs confirmed the abolition of the ftcret- 
inquifition-chancery : " to the crefliion whereof 
«^ the circumftances of the then times, and the 
<* yet uncivilized manners of the nation, had 
^ furnilhcd occafion to the magnanimous and 
^^ gracious monarch Peter the great; but the 

" neceffity 
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« ncceflity whereof had ever fincc been gradually 
«< diminifliing." An honourable apd geauiiie 
teftimony to the value of illumination. Por» if 
the great reformer of the ruffian government had 
to contend againd: numerous infurredions and 
confpiracics -, if even after his death, exclufively 
of inferior or abortive plots, within forty years 
not yet complete fix revolutions bcfel the per- 
fons on and next the throne : furely no man will 
afcribc thefe convulfions to the high degree of 
mental cultivation in the country. Improving 
the nation upwards from the lower orders, and 
. gentle treatment of it downwards from above, 
produced even here at length, by a natural con- 
iequence, internal peace and fecurity. Catharine 
was fenfible that ihe could obtain the love and 
attachment of the people by better nieans than 
by the encouragement of ipies and informers -, no 
fooner was (he placed on the throne, but, fuperior 
to degrading fear, fiie completely put an end to 
the political inquifition. 

** Peter I. inftituted (as we learn by the 
*^ ukaufe) certain chanceries for fecret criminal 
*' caufes, under various names." By thefe mea- 
fures he "hoped to gain information of many 
fchcmes of mifchief before their execution : but 
what a field was thus opened to the moft danger- 
ous accufations ! How formidable to every fa- 
mily 
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mily muft the rcgiftries of this fccret court of 
judicature have been, where the moft innocent 
names might be infcribed with a falfe accufatioa 
annexed, and all refutation often rendered impof- 
fible bytheprofoundcft concealment! Catharine 
now generoufly and nobly decreed^ that ** The 
** (ccret-inquifition-chanccry is from now and for 
" ever aboliJhed. The afts of it fhall be brought 
*' into the fenate, and there fealed up in the 
** archives configncd to everlafting oblivion."—. 
The capital crimes which were the matter of 
iecret examination, were, high-treafon^^ attempts 
againft religion, treafon againft the (late. Bu( 
its jurifdidion gradually increafed ; criminal cafes, 
pi^perly lying within the province of the ordi- . 
nary courts, being frequently brought hither, 
which the officious induftry of the inquifitors 
very much encouraged; and particularly as* it 
depended on the accufer to mix fomething in his 
accufation that might make it touch upon fome 
one or dther of the points above fpccified. Now, 
at the abolition of this inquifition, Catharine fet-* 
tied the pradice to be purfued in future in the 
ordinary tribunals in charges of real ftatercrimes, 
and fo plainly and diftinflly determined the par- 
ticular cafes oCdelinquency againft the perfon of 
the fovereign, and againft the welfare of the 
fiate, that there was no longer any room for 

malicious 
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malicious or finifter interpretation. What went 
under the name of religious crimes were entirely 
ftipprcffcd.— The irregularity and fcverity of the 
proceedings had been truly ftiockingr The re- 
gular modes of evidence were held to be inade- 
quate to the nature of a fecret denunciation and a 
myfterious tribunal : imprifonment, nay even ex- 
ecution, was often the beginning of the procefs. 
The manner of procefs wa_s ufually this : when 
the accufer failed in every kind of proof, he muft 
undergo the dreadful punilhment of the knoot 
three fcveral times 5 after which his declaration 
was admitted as legal. The accufed might de- 
liver his objcftions in the fame manner, unlefs 
he rather chofe to be declared guilty. We can- 
not relate it without horror that this mode of 
proceeding was in ufe, without regard to ftationj 
age, or fex, and even more than once repeated 
when the judge wavered in his opinion between 
the oppofite aflcrtions thus proved by both par- 
ties. But now, if the accufer had ibme plaufible 
ground in his behalf, then the accufed had a 
more cruel coercion to undergo. Catharine 
therefore ordained that the truth fhould be in- 
veftigated entirely without torture; and, with 
Frederic of Pruflia, was likewife in this re(pc6t 
a model for the reft of Europe. Her criminal 
laws throughout breathe a miW and gentle fpirit : 

flic 
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Ihc had hot> like Elizabeth, made a vow to punilh 
no one with death -, for why (hould a philofo* 
phical charafter have recourfc to fo mechanical 
a compulfion to perfeverance in its principles ? 
But during her long reign a fentence of death 
was extremely rare* 

The fccret-inquifition was a defirablc inftru- 
ment for ill-difpofcd perfons to employ in the 
gratification of the fordid paffions of envy and 
revenge againft their betters. But, to the honour 
of the nation be it faid, in the latter years of 
Elizabeth's reign, fuch informations were be- 
coming lefs frequent from day to day: only 
among the lower claflcs, among fervants, vaffals, 
nay, to the deftruftion of all fubordination, even 
among failors and foldiers, while fufTering fome 
(frrquently well-dcfervcd) chaftifement, or had 
cheriflied fome grudge againft their fupcriors, 
the cuftom ftill fubfifted to make themfelves for- 
midable by the mifchief it enabled them to 
commits on which account Peter III. in Fe- 
bruary publilhcd his ukaufe. The pradice of 
the populace on fuch occafions, was, to cry out 
the wordi which fignified, I have a fecret of 
importance to difcover of fomcbody, and now 
mean to point out who it is. The moft horrible, 
and among them the moft ridiculous ftories are 
related of the application of this cuftom. A 

patient 



350 LIFE OP THE [tj6i^ 

patient In the hofpital employed it to prevent 
an operation the furgeon was about to perform. 
The found was fo awful and tremendous^ that if> 
in the midft of a great crowd, any one called 
out, " The word/' all prefcnt turned pale, and 
immediately fcparated, running and eroding 
themfclves as fad as they could. Perfom of 
confequence, a mafter who had puniflbed his 
fervant, muft inftantly flop (horf in the ftreet, and 
go with him to the next guafS-houfe^ demanding 
of the officers to be both fent to prifon to- 
other.— Catharine thus provided againft this 
grievance : " The odious exprcffion, to cry the 
«« word (flovo i dclo) (hall henceforth have no 
" fignification 5 every one is forbidden to ufe it, 
*' If any pcrfbn, notwithftanding this prohibition, 
*' fhal], in drunkcnnefs, in quarrel, or to avoid 
" lawful correction, prefume to employ it, luch 
" perfon ftiall be fo punifhed on thc.fpot, as the 
*^ police ufually punifhcs vagabonds and difturb- 
*^ ers of the public peace. 

" If nevefthelcfs, lazy, wicked, and worthlcls 
" perfonsj.foldiers, failors, vaflals, boors, work- 
" men in manufaftories and (hops, (hould yet be 
** found who (hall contravene this declaration 
" of our will, fuch informer (hall be taken into 
*^ cuftody [by a civil or military officer], and 
«* flrft interrogated whether he underftands the 

« two 
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** two points abovementioned ^crimes agatoft 
** the fovereign and the ftate] in their true 
'^ import. If it.be found that he underftands 
" them in their true import, and infifts that 
•' ^hat he has to deliver really relates to thcfe 
^^ two points} he fhall be direftlyaflced in what 
" the matter itfclf confifts. Jf he dedar^s if, 
*' bitt can neither bring proofs nor produce evi- 
'* dencc, nor point out any circumftances tb 
^* render his declaration credible, he (hall be 
«* eatheftly admoniflicd, &c» If after all thefe 
" cautions and admonitions, he will not deflft 
** from his aflcrtion, then he (hall be confined 
«^ for two whole days without having any thing 
« to eat or to drink, but left all that time alone, 
" to colleft hhnfelf, and to confider ; and after 
*** the expiration of that term he (hall exprefsfy 
" be adced whether, &c. Does he now cori- 
" firm anew what he had before afTcrtcdj in 
** fuoh cafe the informer (hall be fcnt, under 
" clofe cuftody, according to the diftance of the 
** place, either to the fenate in St. Peter(burg, 
" or to Mofco, or to the neareft government- 
** chancery.*' 

The wifdom apparent in the whole (too long 
for our purpofe) of this mild and provident or- 
dinance, and efpecially as founded on the nature 
of the human mind and the condition of the 
5 country, 
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country, demahds the higheft admiration: to 
Ihut up the informer of the lower clafs of people 
two days long without the fmalleft nourifhrnent, 
is a precept always ftri6tly obierved, and has very 
often been attended with this confequencej that 
the ra(h informerj having flept off his intoxica- 
tioDj or ftifled his paflion, or upon maturer con- 
fidcration in folitudc and (ilence, has retradted 
his accu(ation. 

Catharine declared, by a manifetlo, that Colo- 
nifts (hall find welcome and fupport in her coun-^ 
try : feveral foreigners, therefore, prcfcntly began 
to migrate thither. Whereupon, in Auguft 1763, 
ihe made more fpecific regulations in relation to 
them, particularly by inftituting the tutelary 
-chancery (a chancery for the guardianfhip or 
proteftion of foreigners). The next ftcp (he 
took in this behalf was to point out by name 
fuch diftrifts as were proper for agriculture and 
hitherto unoccupied, with particular notices of 
what was foreft, arable land, meadow land, &c* 
what allotments bordered upon rivers, and what 
the fifheries might yield. Thus, in the govern- 
ment of Tobolfk, on the Barabinfkoi fteppe, fc- 
veral hundred thoufand defaettincs* of fertile 
foil, and another large tradt of land with feveral 

♦ Sec beforci p. 53, 54. 

rivers 
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rivers running through it. In the government 
of Aftrakhan, from Saratof on the Volga up-' 
wards,, above 34,000 dcfaettlnes ; on the Volga 
from Saratof downwards, above 36,000, In 
the government of Orenburg, poftions of land 
for fome thoufand families. In the territory of 
Blclgorod, free lands for fome hundred farms.—*- 
But not merely to the cultivation of fuch diftrifts 
were foreigners encouraged, but to fettle fdr gc-^ 
neral purpofes in the ruffian empire, in whatever 
town they would, as merchants, artificers, or how- 
ever elfe. The proclamation fets forth, that 
*' any one who is deftitute fhall receive rtioney 
«' for the expences of the journey, and fhall be 
*' forwarded at the charge of the croWn. On 
•' his arrival he (hall receive a competent aflift^ 
•< ance ; and, if he want it, even an advance of 
*' a capital, free of intereft for 10 years. All 
** that he brings for his own ufe is duty free } 
«« even for fale, a family may introduce to the 
«^ value of 300 rubles. The ftranger is ex* 
" empt from all fervice either military or civil > 
" even from all taxes and impofts for a certain 
" time : in Mofco, Peterfburg, and the livonian 
«« towns, he enjoys five free years j in the inland 
" towns, ten ; on the hitherto uncultivated dif- 
*« trifts, thirty. In thcfc new trads of land, the 
« coloniils live according to their own good- 
TOL. it. A A *^ will^ 
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«' will, under their own jurifdiftion> v^ithout any 
*^. participation, or cognizance of the imperial , 
" officers. All religions arc tolerated." The 
emprefs at once granted to the tutelar/chancery 
an annual revenue of 200,000 rubles. More- 
over, for colonics in the government pfAftrak- 
han, a clergyman of every chriCtian fe£lj a parilb- 
clerk, a phyfician,^ a furgeon, an apothi^cary, &c. 
10 be paid by the crown. 

Scarcely had this inviting voice re founded 
over Germany through the organs of the Icveral, 
minifters, than hundreds and thoufands flocked 
to take.poflelTion of the prpmifed land on the- 
fhores of the Volga and the Samara. For it mufl . 
be confeflcd that in Germany great numbers of 
people are very reafonably diflatisfied with their 
cpndition, fighing under the prefTure of religion, 
of juftice, or of finance, or of all the three at - 
opce 5 and there are certainly many fertile, beau-» 
tiful, and highly improvable trafts of country in 
the before-mentioned diilrifts. Individuals, and 
whole families, numerous in women and children^ 
people of tolerable circumftances, beggars, pro- 
jeftors, vagabonds, literati, artificers, mechanics^ 
old and young, fet out in hafte to be flpwed on 
board of (hip at Lubeck and other maritime 
towns on the Baltic. Several of the petty princes 
of Germany at firft iffued prohibitions againft 

thefe 
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thcfe cmigraiioni ; and their example was after- 
wards followed by oAcrsj and it is not to be- 
denied, that many of the perfons employed iit' 
the colonial plan made ufe of fome indirect- 
means for inticing inconHderate perlbnd from 
their buGnefles. But it received the moft efFet* 
tual check from the reports that foon ran about 
concerning the new fettlers themfelves. Letters 
came full of complainings that their expeAations 
were deceived. The inconveniencies of the 
journey, the ignorance of the language, the want 
of their cuftomary accommodations, the harihnels 
of many peHbns in pffice, might very well brings 
many of the cotonifts to repent of the ralh ftep 
they had taken : others, who wanted only to live 
in idlenefs, wondered that they were to begin 
agam to work, as it was exactly on that very ac« 
count thacthcy had left their home.— This vi^olc 
mcdiod of fettling colonic^ however, is very far 
from being the beft. A government moft furely 
improves the country by reguladons and inftitu« 
tions of^a humane and gdntle nature, without 
oftentatibn and noife ; wifdom and juftice give 
fptrtt to the inhabitants, and increafe the popula-^ 
tion i thither the foreigner will go> that he may 
lite and thrive under its foftering protection; 
and only he who c6mes on this inducement 
provts^ a -ufeftA ind eftimablc citixen; 

A A 2 Catharine 
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Catharine underftood and pradtifed this better 
method of increafing the inhabitants of her 
country. But Europe expcfts to fee, efpccially 
at the opening of a reign, fplcndid inftitutions 
announced in brilliant defcriptions. Befides, in 
refpcft to thofe of which we are now fpeaking, 
very fpacious diftrids entirely void of people 
make a great difference : in this cafe a mere 
proclamation may doubtlels produce fome bene- 
ficial effcvft ; for the emigrants muft come in 
large troops, that fome may fettle and multiply. 
—So it happened in Ruffia. Befides the Ger- 
mans, fcttlcrs came from France, Poland, and 
Sweden. In the diftrift of Saratof alone, thefc 
colonifts amounted to upwards of 10,000 fami- 
lies. Indeed, in the year 1774, there were 
only about 6194, making 25,781 heads j but in 
the firft ten years the lofs is evidently the mod 
confiderable : thofe who remained, with fuch as 
have joined them fince, give the moft promifing 
hopes of future progrcfs. In the year 1760 the 
government had fcnt as fettlers in the territory 
of Nertfchinflc, adjacent to the borders of China, 
a ftony and very cold province, but rich in gold 
and filvcr mines, perfons ordered for exile and 
other punifhmcnts, with diforderly and lazy boors 
of the nobility, unferviccable recruits, &c. , But 
as agriculture would not flourifli there, Catharine 

afiigned 
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aflSgned thcfc people their abode in the govern- 
ment of Tobollk*; where there were, from 
1769 to 1772, in general fettled 10,799 ^^'"' 
grown males^ 9716 women and children; con- 
fcquently^all together, 20,515 perfons. It is 
true they came originally from other parts of the 
* empire; but in the places they came from they 
were ufclcfs and idle, whereas in their new refi* 
ndencc they were obliged to work: then in pro- 
vinces longer and better peopled the chafm they 
left was foon filled up ; and all that was wanted 
was to bring a primitive race into defart regions* 
To this likewife contributed the event that hap- 
pened in 1775, when the whole horde of fapo- 
ragian kozaks, on the catarafts of the Dnieper, 
was entirely aboliflied and difperfcd*; and more 
recently, from the newly- conquered countries. 
Lithuania and Poland, a p^rt of the inhabitants 
were condufted into the interior of the empire. 
A number of old greek families had formerly 
wandered from RufTia into Podolia, and other 
polifh provinces : Catharine called them back, 
and allotted them habitations in Siberia on the 
banks of the Irdfch and the Selenga. Indivi- 
duals and whole tribes were likewife voluntarily 

* This government in Siberia deals cliiefly in peltry and 
ta)low ; and there is {till a great want of people. 

A A 3 coming 



3^8 ^«5 Of THE [i/jrtfa. 

coining froai the tttt ofEurope and front middle 
.Afia, particularly fiich zs :wci:e diffiitisfied .with 
the governments under which they hadlivcd ; ^as 
inras efpecially the caie with many Greeks and 
Armenians. 

In order to increale the .popuUdon^ or moie 
properly to eradicate a phyfical and moral catife 
of depopuladon^ the emprels iifo, at the pro* 
-pofal of lieutenant-general Betfkoy, laid the 
ibundacion of the foundling and lying-in hofpitai 
at Mofco, and afterwards of another at St. 
Peterfburg. Whatever may be advanced againft 
-foundling hofpitals^ experience is incontrovertibly 
in their favour. 

Catharine alfo now raifed the means of pro- 
viding for the health of the fubjcfts into a na- 
tional concern: fhe founded in November, 
the medicinal college of the empire at St. 
Peterfburg; which, in purfuancc of a fubfequent 
regulation, was placed immediately under the 
emprcfs. 

Catharine had feduloufly applied to the mod 
excellent and ufeful of all fciences, the ftudy 
of mankind ; and, as the true bafis of it, had 
acquired the knowledge of herfelf. She undcr- 
ftood fo well her peculiar talents, her courage, 
and the whole extent of the benefits (he might 
derive from her influence, that, talking con- 

^ fidentially 
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fidcntially with a foreign miniftcr*, fitter to 'ap- 
plaud her mift^kes tKan to appreciate her genius, 
fhe alked him whether he thought that the 
peace juft concluded at Hubertlburjg f would 
\ic of long duration. The minifter anfwercd, 
that^the exhauftion of the pebpleand the wifdom 
of the (bvereigris by whom they were governed 
fcemed to prdmlfe a tranquillity of feveral years. 
^ut he added, that fhe was better able to 
judge than he, fince by her fagacity Ihe could 
appreciate the political fyfteiti of the courts <Jf 
Europe, and by her forces direft them at her 
will. Catharine theh putring on an air of hu- 
mility, (aid : ** You think then that Europe 
^^ has at prefent its eyes fixed on me, and 
" that I have fome weight in the principal 
'^ courts ?*' The anlwer could not fail of being 
in the aifHrthitive. Catharine hearkened with 
condefcenrion ; thfen afluming th^ full difplay of 
ihiperial dignity : *M believe indeed," replied 
(he, " that Ruflia merits attention. I have the 
«* firieft army in the world. I am rather (hort 
^' of money, it is true ; but I (hall be abundantly 
*' provided with it in a few years. If I gave the 
" reins to my inclination, I ffiould have a 
** greater taftc for war than for peace; but 

* M.deBretciuL f Between Auftiia and Pruffia. 

A A 4 ^' I am 
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«* I am retrained by humanity, jjufticc, and 
«* rcafon. However, I Ihall not be like the 
« emprcfs Elizabeth. I fliall not allow myfclf 
« to be preffed to make war ; I Ihall enter 
^* upon it when it will prove advantageous to 
^* me 5 but never from complatfance to others." 
Her majcfty added, that the world could not 
properly begin to form a judgment of her till 
after five years i that it required at lead fo much 
time to reduce her empire ,to order, and to 
gather the fruit of her cares; but that in the 
mean time ihe fhould behave with all the princes 
of Europe, like a BniCbed coquette. 

Thefc words were ftriftly true. The minifter 
imagined ^h^y were dilated by vanity. Never-r 
thelcfs he oid not venture ptherwifc to reply than 
by a flattering compliment. 

The firft trial that Catharine made of her in- 
^uence^ was in favour of Pircn, who experienced 
foroc difficultips on the part of the fenate at 
Rfittau. On recalling the troops that were 
in Pomerania, her majcfty fent orders to them to 
pais into Courland to fupport the prctenfions of 
|hc duke, whom (he patronized. She then caufcd 
another army to march into Poland, under the 
command of count RomantzofF, an army that 
was foon reinforced by ao,ooo auxiliaries whom 
General Chernicheff headed under pruflian colours. 

Puring 
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During tht long exile of Bircn, t^^e eftates of 
Courland, confidering him as lapfed from nis 
title of duke, had elcfted in his place prince 
Charles of Saxony, fon of Auguflus III. king of 
Poland. This prince, fupported by the authority 
of his father and by the wifhes of the courilh 
nation, feemed as if he (hould neceffarily carry 
it againfl: a competitor whofe charaflcr for cruelty 
rendered him odious. But the prcfcncc of the 
ruflian armies eafily put to filence the good-will 
that was entertained for duke Charles. Simolin *, 
the envoy of Catharine, was foon able to diftatc 
to the fenate of Mittau laws for its fovereign ; 
and a declaration promulgated at Mofcof in 
favour of Biren, by menacing the king of Poland 
with war, forced him to give the invcftiture of 
Courland to the dcfpoiler of his fon. 

Satisfied with fo great docility, Catharine em- 
ployed her mediation with Maria Therefa and 
Frederic, to induce them to withdraw their 
troops from the hereditary dominions of the 
king of Poland : but fhe could not fucceed. 
The cmprefs-queen laid the blame on the king 
of Pruflia, who did not fail to throw it back 



♦ The fame who afterwards filled the charader of ; 
)!>affador at London and at Paris. 

•j- The 31ft of December. 

upon 
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upon her. Peace happily put an end to thefc 
afts of injuftice. 

In the mean time, Frederic, Who had long 
contemplated the friendihip of Catharine as an 
objeft that might eventually be of the utmoft 
importance to him, and who therefore was 
defirous to gain it, was among the foremoft to 
try to procure her attachment by a profiiGon of 
complaifance. He offered her the order 6f the 
black eagle, which (he gracioufly accepted, anci 
wore while (he remained at Mofco. It was not 
pollible that the emprefs could fb fbon have for- 
gotten that the wearing of a phiflian order had 
been imputed as a crime to her hulband : but 
fhe was defirous of {hewing to her fubjeds that 
flie was not without confideration in foreign 
courts i and what had been a &ult in him became 
in her a mark of ability. 

Some new differences now rofe between the 
court of Peterfburg and that of Copenhagen, 
touching the adminiftration of Holftein. By a 
treaty fecretly concluded twelve years before^ 
between the king of Denmark and the king of 
Sweden, the latter had ceded to the former his 
rights 10 the regency of Holftein during the 
minority of the young grand-duke j for the 

court 
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court of Denmark had for a long time coveted a 
principality fo commodioufly (ituated, and which 
fhe has (ince acquired. She beheld with con- 
cern the return of prince George, who had jifft 
'taken the command of it in behalf of Ruflku 
She even at firft refuted to acknowledge bis 
authority. 'But Catharine threatened : the Danes 
were afraid of (hortty feeing again the rulTian 
ytroops on their march to Holftein. Tbe danifli 
.^ommiflaries quitted Kiel, and an :envoy .extra- 
ordinary* from 'Copenhagen rame to.Molco to 
apologife £br the king his matter. 

The court of Peteriburg and that ofStockholm 
were at that time living in pcrfcd harmony. 
United by the ties of blood they were alike in 
want of peace, and'Ruflia as yet gave no fymp'- 
tomsof that enormous aggrandifement of power* 
with which, fomc years after, (he ftruck terror 
into Sweden and the reft of its neighbours^ 

Sedately relying on the intentions of tbe 
princes of Europe, Catharine cotild not be fo 
tranquil in regarxi to her fubjeds. She negledted 
however nothing that ought to have attached 
them to her. Generous by nature, {he was no^ 
ftill mor-e fo from policy. The dcfire of augw 
fnenting the number of her dependents rendered 

t H. Q^thauCeo. 

her 
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her even prodigal of her bounty, and her fears 
mifguided her choice. 

She (hewed lenity to the friends of the deceafed 
tzar. She not only granted liberty to Gudovitch, 
to VolkofF, and to Milganoff, but gave the latter 
a body of troops to command, and to the fecond 
the lieutenancy of the government of Orenburg. 
Gudovitch would accept of nothing. 

In the firft months that followed the fanguinary 
death of Peter III. the emprefs had but little 
time to beftow a thought upon the horror it muft 
have excited in the public mind : but r efleftion 
on the circumftance of owing her elevation to fo 
flagrant a crime mufl occafionally have harafled 
her own; and this, with the inceffant repetitions 
of petty confpiracies, kept her in continued dif- 
quiet. They were detefted, they were defeated, 
but it was impoffible to annihilate their origin j 
and her majefty was fo much the more uneafy as 
flie affefted to diflcmble her vexation. 

Another fecret fourcc of affliftion to her was, 
that fincc Gregory OrlofFhad been acknowledged ' 
as her favourite, men the mod; diftinguifhed 
by their birth, jealous at the fortune of this 
minion or difgufted at his arrogance, kept aloof 
from the court. Catharine frequently faw none 
about her but rough foldiers, who ftrangely 
jbuftd the rights they imagined they had to her 

gratitude. 
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gratitude. It was not their paft fcrvices fhe was 
rccompenfing. Perhaps fhe would have willingly 
difpenfed with them : but (he was paying in ad- 
vance for thofe they might ftill afford her; and her 
bounties, and the honours (he devolved upon them 
onlyaugmentedtheirinfolence,andfharpened their 
greedinefs. She fometimes, however, blufhed at 
the deferences fhe thought herfelf obliged to Ihew 
them ; and in order to excufe their defcdls, fhe 
afcribed to them qualities which they did not 
pofTefs. " The life I lead is far from agreeable 
" to me," fhe one day obferved. " I know 
". that I am furrounded by people of no educa- 
** tion; but I am indebted to them for being 
" what I am. They are men of courage and 
** probity ; and I am fure that they will never 
*^ betray me." One part of this confcfTion could 
not be fincere. The accomplices of Catharine 
were notwanring in courage -, but their probity 
was not very confpicuous. 

Among thefc proud, and brutal courtiers, 
Pgnin was almoft the only one who diftinguifhed 
him (elf by polifhed manners and a tolerably 
cultivated mind. Yet he enjoyed but a fccond- 
ary influence. His thoughts were always turned 
on the ariftocratic fenate he had wanted Peter IIL 
to cflablifhi and he fcizcd every opportunity for 
displaying this pretended advantage before thofe 

with 
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wkb whom he converfed. Obferving, on fome 
occaQoiij that Catharine feemed to be under an • 
extraordinary alani)> he thought it a favourable - 
moment for unfolding to her the whole of his • 
pfojedl^ and for inducing her to adopt it. After 
exaggerating to her the dangers to which he^ 
feared (he was expofed>. and the difficulty of 
avoiding the troubles infeparable from a ufurpa- 
tion, he added> that there was one way ftill of 
tfcaping them, and of immoveably fixing her 
throne; but that he was much afraid left a falfc^ 
delicacy might prevent her from recurring to it. 
Catharine bid him explain. He immcdiacel/ ^ 
delivered to her the principles of a fyftcm of go- 
vernment^ which a long experience of its incon- 
veniences did not prevent him from admiring* 
" Thefovereigns of this empire," proceeded he, 
" have hitherto uniformly enjoyed "an unlimited 
** power ; but it is the very extent of that power 
'* which renders it dangerous to him in whom it 
"is lodged, fince it may at any time be ufurped 
*« by fome bold pretender, and the ufurper is 
" thenceforth above the laws; Truftme, ma-* 
*' dam» make the facriBce of an abfolute au^ 
" thority. Create a 6xed and permanent council 
" which will fecurc to you the crown. Solemnly* 
" declare that you rcnounce> for.:yourfclf and? 
" for your fucceffors, the pov^cr of depriving. at 

** plcafure 
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" plcafurc the members of that auguft body, 
" Declare, that if they commit aqy crime or 
" high mifdemeanor, their peers alone fh^U 
«r have the right to judge and to condemn them, 
" on accurate and feverc informations. From 
" the moment you (hall adopt this prudent 
^ meafure, it will be forgotten that you ob- 
*' taincd the crown by violence, in the fcnti* 
** ment that you intend to prefcrvc it only by 
« juftice." 

Catharine, who was delighted with whatever 
was new or extraordinary, thought there was 
fomething fublime in the propofal, conceiving, 
that by renouncing the prerogative of abfolutc 
powerj (he (hould at once acquire immortal 
glory, and for ever conciliate the love of her 
fubjedls. She would doubtlcfs have been in the 
right, if (he had refolved to render them pro- 
gteflivcly and equally free, and have given them 
a fen^te, the members whereof (hould be taken 
in^^flfcrently from all the fcveral cla(res, and 
cl$^ed by the majority of fuffrages. But to 
le;iY?!^ whole people in the moft degrading, the 
mpft cruel flayery, and to chufe by favour a 
fen^t^ from a privileged order, what was this but 
to-fct uptwenty or thirty tyrants in the place of 
oqe.foyereign ? And is not the dcfpotifm of 

bodies 
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bodies always more terrible andmore immoveable 
than chat of individuals i 

However, Catharine charged Panin to commit 
his plan to paper and prefcnt it to her, exprcffing 
hcrfelf in fuch a manner as to lead him to 
imagine that (he meant to put it in execution. 
Panin loft no time in obeying her commands ; 
and, in order more efFedtually to fecure its fuc- 
ccfs, he placed the name of Gregory OrloflT at 
the head of thofe whom he deftined to compofc 
the new fenate. The favourite fcemcd flattered 
with this diftindtion, but rcquefted time to con- 
Cdcr upon it; and before he gave anfwer to 
Panin, he confulted Bcftuchcfl^, who, that he 
might continue to play his part, confented to 
enlighten by his experience him whom his fovc- 
rcign fliould vouchfafc to honour. BcftucheflT 
was too fenfible to the value of a power which 
he had a long time dircfted, not to be fhocked 
at the idea of feeing it drop from the hands of 
Catharine. He prefcnted himfclf immediately 
to her majcfty, expatiated with energy on the 
perils that accompanied the meafure to which 
Panin was endeavouring to perfuade her, and 
conjured her not to expofe herfelf to a long re- 
pentance, by dividing an authority which fhc 
bad acquired with {o much trouble, and which 
3 flic 
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Ihc would never recover if fhe fufFcred it to be 
raviihed from her but for a Angle inftant. 

The cmprefs eafily perceived the wifdom of 
the old chancellor's advice, and promifed to 
follow it. On appearing a fecond time before 
her, Panin found her already diiTuaded. She 
did juftice to hb zeal, praifed his fagacity, but 
owned to him chat it was impoffible for her to 
benefit by it. The minifter was deeply morti* 
fied at fo fudden a change. Forced to diflemb]e 
before Catharine, he gave vent to his ill-humour 
among his friends, and could not refrain from 
faying to one of them, on trufting him with thefc 
particulars: " If the emprefs is determined to 
" rule alone, you will fee what a fad reign we 
*^ (hall make of it.'* Thefc words prove that 
Panin hearkened more to his refentment than to 
reafon, or that he was very little capable of judg- 
ing of Catharine. 

1763. Panin,however,was not long in difcover* 
ing that it was owing to Bcftucheff alone that his 
cnterprife had failed of fuccefs -, and he found 
an opportunity to retaliate upon him, by defeat-*^ 
ing in his turn a fcheme that the ambitious old 
man had formed to render himfclf more necef* 
fary. As every thing concurred to evince the 
great influence of Orloff, and Catharine feemed 
no longer defirous to conceal it, the artful 

VOL. !• B B courtier 
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courtier inGnuated to the favourite how glad 
he fhould be to fee him emperor. He at once 
roufed his ambition> and exalted his pride. 
•* Gregory Gregorevitch," faid he, " it is to 
•* no purpofe that Catharine has given you her 
•* heart, unlefs Ihe prefent you with her hand. 
'^ She knows with how much zeal and intrepidity 
•* you have aftcd in her fcrvice. She knows 
" from what dangers you freed her to inveft 
" her with the fovcreign power. She cannot 
** then worthily reward you but by givif^ you a 
" Ibare in that throne which (he owes to your 
" prowcfs. Indeed why fhould (he refufc it? 
" Who is better ible than you to fupport that 
'^ throne againft all attempts of confpirators to 
" overturn it ? Who would be more agreeable 
" to the fovercign in the twofold capacity of 
" her admirer and her defender? Yes, I know 
** her well enough to be convinced that flie 
" would confcnt to whatever you (hould dare to 
" propofe. You fliould therefore lofe no time 
" in taking advantage of the inconftant favour 
^* of Fortune. To-morrow, perhaps, the op- 
** porcunity may bepaft. Univerfal experience 
" proves, that attachments are not eternal. 
^* Even death may remove her from your hopes; 
** and if you fliould not inherit her power, 
.^< fuch a misfortune would ezpoie you topunifli* 
V , . " mcnt 
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" mcnt for what you have undertaken in her 
« behalf. 

^^ I am fcnfiblc, however, that it might not 
*^ be proper for you to make the propofaL 
*^ Obftacles might probably be thrown in your 
" way, with which yoiir delicacy would forbid 
^^ you to contend. A refulal might occafion 
'' you a mutual perplexity. Truft yourfelf to 
** my long experience and my friend (hip. I 
** (hall contrive to determine the emprefs her- 
" fclf to offer you her crown. I promife you 
^' that I fhall hazard no propoial that I am not 
« very certain of feeing accepted : but promife 
^* me, on your part, to leave me to purfue my 
^^ own method, and that you will even feign an 
** ignorance of my proceedings." 

Orloff* liftened to the aged chancellor with 
the moft profound attention. Prefumptuous 
and volatile, he fancied himfelf for a moment 
on the throne of the tzars; and, embracing 
BeftuchefF, promifed a compliance with all he 
dc(ircd. 

BeftuchefF the fame day, having an opportu- 
nity of difcourfing with the emprefs, artfully 
founded her on the fubjcdl. But Catharine^ "^ 
after much hefitation, concluded by telling the 
chancellor, that, however flic might be inclined 
to favour his propofal, flic could never refolve 
B B 2 vpon 
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iipon taking a Hep that might meet with fa many 
difficulties; and confcflcd that, on confidcring it 
maturely, fhe faw no way of making the attempt 
without giving umbrage to the empire. 

The chanceUor engaged to find out the means. 
He ingenioudy compofed, in the name of the 
ruffian nation, a petition -, in which, after making 
a juft though pompous eulogium on all that the 
emprefs had done for the glory and the happineis 
of her people, he called to mind the weak confti^ 
tution of the young Paul Petrovitch, and the 
difquietudes caufed by the frequent alterations in 
hb health; and conjured Catharine to give the 
empire an additional teftimony of her love, by 
iacrificing her own liberty to its welfare in taking 
a Ipoufe. 

In order to conceal his real intentions from 
thofe whom he defigned fhould promote them, 
BeftuchcfF began by propofing prince Ivan, 
ve^y fure that all thofe who (hould fign the pcti* 
tton would rejeft that unfortunate captive. At 
the fame time Catharine, who fomctimcs gave 
the old courtier room to believe fhe was under 
his guidance^ putting on the air of approving 
this propofal, afraid too that Ivan might fud- 
denly be taken from prifon and crowned, caufed 
him to be conveyed from the caftlc ot SchluiTel- 
burg, and lodged in a monaftery at Kolmogor^ 

not 
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not far from Archangel; where, as though it 
had been intended to make him more fcnfible to 
the misfortune that awaited him, he was treated 
at firft with the honours that were due to his 
rank, but was foon carried back very fecretly to 
Schluflclburg-caftle. 

What the old chancellor had forefeen failed not 
to happen. On his prefenting the petition to the 
clergy, twelve bilhops, previoufly gained over, 
eagerly put their fignatures to it, fpecifying that 
Catharine ought not to marry prince Ivan, be.- 
caufc he might punifh her for her bcnefaftions, 
and pretend to ftand indebted for the crown to 
his proper right alone. They at the fame time 
requefted that her majefty would condefccnd to 
choofe, from among her fubjefts, him whom 
Ihe IhouW think the moft worthy to participate 
in her throne. 

A great number of general officers adhered 
to the fentiment of the bilhops. But for the 
dexterity of Panih and the courage of the hetman 
Razumofflky, and the chancellor VorontzofF, the 
ftratagem of BeftuchefF would have fucceeded, 
and Gregory Orloff had been emperor of all the 

Count 



Ruffias ♦. 



♦ Catharine, defirous of dignifying Orloff, that her mar- 
riage with him might appear kis difproportionate, fc^citedthe 
cmpref6-c[uecn to grant him a diploma of prince of the em- 
.JIB3 pfrf 
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Count Panln engaged Razumofflky and Vo- 
rontzoff to rcprefcnt to Catharine how humi* 
Itating the proje&ed union would be^ and how 
dangerous to her. The hetman fpoke to her 
with the roughnefs of his charafter and the au- 
thority that his fortune and his fervices gave him. 
VorontzofF, calling himfelf at her feet, intreated 
her not to engage in a marriage which would be 
attended with the greatefl misfortunes. His re- 
snonffrances were very bold, and (hewed him to 
poflefs a Hrmnefs of which he was not thought 
capable. But Catharine, who was never embar- 
rafTed^ afFcfted extreme furprifc i and, after hav« 
ing thanked Razumofflky for his friendfhip, and 
praifcd the noble courage of Vorontzoff, (he pro- 
tcfted that the idea of the marriage they fo much 
dreaded had never once entered her mindj that 
it was pofuivcly without her knowledge that fuch 
an odious intrigue had been carried on j and that, 
as Bell uchcff was the author of it, (he would re- 
fent it on him. Nevcrthelefs her majefty took 
care not to be fcvcre with the old man, who, in 
perfcft harmony with her, only fought to footh 
her inclinations, and whom (he thought it ftill 
neccfTary to indulge in his humours. 

pire. This being done, it was her intention to decorate him 
with the title of duke of Ingria, and of Carelia. 

Bcftuchcff 



17^30 EMPRfiSS CATHARINE 11. 375 

Bcftuchcff thus faw his projcft fail without 
apparently receiving any fhock to his influence. 
He was, on the contrary, every day better re- 
ceived by the emprefs and the favourite, while 
Vorontzoff experienced from them notjiing but 
coldnefs. Thoroughly now convinced, that too 
much zeal for the glory of Catharine was not 
always the means of pleafing her, and that his 
difgrace was already determined, VorontzofFwas 
eager to prevent a forced retreat by a voluntary 
exile. He gave out that his health was impaired 
by the labours of the cabinet j and under pretext 
of recovering it, he afked permifllon to travel 
for two years in foreign countries. The emprefs, 
who found his prefence rather irkfome, granted 
him leave with fccret fatisfa»5lion j notwithfl:and- 
ing that ftie feigned a regret at his departure. 
In public ftje fhewed him great refpeft and good- 
will, and audibly intreated him to haften his re- 
turn to refume the funftions of an adminiftration 
which he filled, as Ihe faid, fo fqccefsfully for 
the happincfs of the empire. 

In the fnean time the apprehenfion of feeing 
Catharine beftow herfclf oq the daring adven- 
turer who had lent a hand to J)?ecipitate from 
the throne her unfortunate hufband, occafioned 
violent murmurs. Several inefFeclual plots 
\rcrc fct on foot againft her and her favourite. 
B B 4 One 
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One of them for a moment was 00 the point of 
fucceeding. A guard ftood at Orbff's door^ as 
at diat of the emprefs. One of the centinels» 
by means of a bribe, had promtfed to deliver 
him afltep to three of the confpirators. But the 
hour was wrongly marked ; and when the con- 
Ipirators appeared, the ccntinel who was to have 
fecondcd them, had already been relieved by 
another. This latter, aftoni(hed at feeing three 
ftien applying for admiffion into OrloflTs apart- 
ment, made fo much noife as to bring together 
others of the guards. The confpirators had but 
jufl time to efcape under favour of the uniform 
they wore. 

This movement fprcad alarm over the palace. 
Catharine was roufcd. Imagining that her life 
was not in fafcty at Mofco, fhe haftencd to quit 
that city, and return to St. Petcrfburg. The 
day of her departure was fignalizcd by demon- 
ftrations of infolent joy approaching to rage. 
Her cypher had been placed on a triumphal arch 
in the great place of Mofco : the populace tore 
it down, and broke it to pieces after having 
dragged it through the mire, 

Catharine arrived at St. Peterfburg the day of 
the annivcrfary of her accefTion to the throne. 
Well knowing- that for overawing the minds of 
tlie vulgar, it is neceffary often to dazzle their 

eyes. 
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eyes, Ihe omitted nothing for rendering her 
entry magnificent and folemn. Her carriage 
was preceded by all the regiments of guard?, 
and followed by thofe of tlfc foreign minifters^ 
and the numerous train of courtiers wfaomambi* 
tion and vanity had drawn to her (bite. This 
pompous fpeAacle, however, had not d)e tfkSt 
that Catharine had expected from it. It raifed 
more aftonifhment than joy, and tended only tD 
increafe the irriution of the public mind. The 
number of malcontents augmented. Confpi- 
racies were multiplied, and became more dan- 
gerous by the names of confequence that were 
aflbciated to them. The public report counted 
^mong the enemies of Catharine the moft pow« 
erful perfonages of the empire, and even thofe 
who had ferved her with the utmoft affidinty and 
2eaL The hetman Razumofilky, count PaniOj 
and his brother*, were of this number ^ and k 
/een>ed certain that if thefe different confpirators 
could have turned their eyes on a prince worthy 
of being the central objeA of their wiflies, Ca- 
tharine would have loft the crown. ' But feme 
wanted to raifc Paul Petrovitch to the throne, 
while others were deiirous of recalling the im- ^ 
happy Ivan i and all embarrafled, all irreibla&e, 

* General Panin, brother of the miaifter, gained confix 
Aerablc reputation in the fifft torkiih war. 

diejr 
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they alike formed the plan of dethroning the 
ctnprefe, without agreeing on the fucceflbr to be 
given her. 

Catharine, fecretly adverttfed of the defiga 
ef Panin and of Razumofflky, was for a moment 
ready to have them arretted : but having only 
foch evidence as was but little to be relied on, 
and fufpicions in which (he mighc be deceived, 
fhe felt, after all, (hat by an ill-timed feverity 
againft men of fuch high confidcration, fhe ran 
the rifle of occafioning a general infurreflion. 
She thought it might be expedient to employ a 
£ti}e artifice: a means which had frequently 
been of ufc to her. 

41thoughy fhordy aftfcr the revolution which 
Iiad placed her on the throne, fhe had repaid 
with feeming ingratitude the devotednefs and 
fortitude of princcfs DaftikofF, and that even 
-fince fhe had been forced to rccal her to court, 
'Ihc behaved to h^r with fufficient coohieft, fhe 
now feigned all at once to wifli to reflbre her to 
her confidence. She made no doubt that prin- 
ccfsr Dafhkoff had a fhare in the plots that were 
hatching by her old friends. She knew her to 
pofTefs a refolute foul ; but fhe alfo knew that 
fhe was precipitate and imprudent. She was 
therefore in hopes of being able to draw out of 
her feme conjfcflions that might clear up her 

doubtSt 
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doubts. She wrote her a very long letter, 
wherein, after lavilhing upon her the moft ten- 
der epithets, the moft advantageous promifes, 
and the moft feducive flatteries, Ihc conjured 
bcr, in the name of their long-ftanding friend-* 
fhip, to reveal to her what fhe knew of the recent 
confpiracies ; afTuring her, at the fame time, that 
fhe would grant a full pardon to all that were 
concerned. Princefs DaflikofF, netdcd that Ca- 
tharine fhould think to make of her an inftni'* 
ment of her vengeance, as (he had made her 
that of her elevation, repliedj in no more than 
four lines, to the four pages (he had received 
from the emprcfe. This was her anfwer; 
^^ Madam, I have heard nothing : but if I had 
^' .heard any thing, I (hould take good care how 
** I fpoke of it. What is it you require of me? 
** That I (hould expire on a fcaflToldf I am 
" ready to mount it.'* 

Aftoniflied at fo much haughtinefs, and noc 
hoping to conquer it, Catharine attempted to 
attach to her thofe whom (he dared not to 
pQnifh. Some of the fubaltern confpirators, 
who had been arretted, and yet kept an obftinatc 
filcnce on their accomplices, were banilhed to 
Siberia: but Panin and RazumofRky received 
ieveral additional marks pf favour. 

^Howevci', 
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However, as plots were inceflantly renewing, 
and as the clemency exhibited towards the guilty 
fcemcd to harden them in guilt, Catharine de- 
clared that, for the future, fhe would not con^^ 
form to the edift by which the cmprels Eliza- 
beth had promifed never to iuffer a crimmal to 
be fcntenced to death. She thought it unhap- 
pily impofllble to keep the RufTians in order by 
any other means than by the dread of puni(hment« 
She afterwards faw that this dread was not a fuf- 
iicient check to their excefles. In &£l, the only 
means of diminifhing the number of criminals is 
to diffeminate inftruftion, folemnly to eftablifh 
the principles of found morality, and to honour 
thofe who put them in pradbice. While legifla- 
tors have been for ever multiplying laws againft 
vice, they have always been too negligent of 
making inftitutions in favour of virtue. 

Catharine was invariably fenfible of the bene- 
fits arifing from fuch inftitutions, and neglefted 
nothing of all that feemed likely to promifc a 
tendency to the profperity of her empire. At 
the very time when (he had the ftrongeft reafons 
to apprehend for the fafcty of her perfon, (he 
was buficd in all the particulars of government 
with as much afliduity and calmnefs as if her 
reign was to be cverlafting. She founded col- 
leges 
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leges and hofpitals in every part of her empire. 
She encouraged commerce and induftry; flic 
ordered new fhips of war to be put upon the 
docks. 

In regard to commerce, Peter III. on the 
7th of April 1762, had iffued an important and 
exprefs decree : Catharine took it into confidcr- 
ationon the nth of Augufl:, on the propofal of 
the fcnate, where flie was prefcnt, found much 
of it to confirm, but likewife many things to 
omit and to improve ; and executed on the fame 
day, with her own hand, the imperial edidl : in 
which it is faid :-— " On the whole furface of the 
** earth there is no country better adapted for 
" commerce than our empire. Ruflja has fpa- 
" cious harbours in Europe } and over land the 
** way is open through Poland to every region. 
" Siberia extends, on one fide, over all Afia ; 
*« and India is not fo far remote from Orcn- 
^* burg ; but on the other fide it feems to touch 
" upon America. Acrofs the Euxine is a paf- 
«* fage, though as yet unexplored, to -ffigypt 
" and Africa: and bountiful Providence has 
" blcflcd the extenfive provinces of our empire 
^' with fuch gifts of nature, as can as rarely be 
'^ found as they are wanted in all the four 
** quarters of the world." 

During 
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This Catharine knew very Well towards the latter 
end of her reign ; and therefore prohibited, with 
unexampled fe verity, the importation of almoft 
all wrought goods from abroad, which fervc 
only to conveniency and pleafure. 

Commercial regulations arc naturally fubjcft 
to akeration. Accordingly nothing more cir- 
cumftantial can here be adduced on the fubjeA. 
It will fuffice to give a farther fketch, to fliew the 
fpirit of the laws. The corn trade is, in confix 
deration of a moderate duty, entirely frta only 
all exportation immediately ceafes, when the 
market price in the country exceeds fuch a fum, 
which for \i^ various provinces is difierently 
fettled : — a wife and plain regulation, which, it 
is well known, is the fame in England. This 
limitation.of the exportation does not attach to 
corn of the growth of Poland, which may at all 
times be fhippcd for the foreigner, in order not 
to opprefs this branch of commerce. Siberia 
may never fend corn out of the country. The 
condition of a ftated market price in the country 
does not affcdt the exportation of linfeed j but of 
horned cattle it does. The port of Archangel is 
favoured equally with that of St. Peterfburg* 
The export of fine and coarfe linens, againft the 
ufual prohibition, permitted j of linen yarn re* 
maincd prohibited. Several monopolies be* 
6 longing 
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longing to private individuate and whtile trading 
companies were aboliihed ; indeed by an arbi-4> 
trary ftep^ but certainly with beneficial eScA 
to the country: neither did the government 
exempt itfelf* The trade in rhubarbj in pot-^ 
afhes^ and wood-aihes^ belonging excludvely to 
the crownj was now declared open to tverj one. 
An end was thenceforth put to the caravan trade 
of the crown to China; the contradii^ for the 
fea-dog fifherf:^ other fi(keries> and the tobacco 
trade; the monopoly of fugar-work9> and of 
chintz manufactories ; the exclufive right of one 
man to import foreign filk ; the trading compa* 
nies to Perfia, China^ and the Bucharey; the 
company to the Euxine and the Mediterranean^ 
from Tcmernikof, a town on the Don. Every 
perfon may freely trade in all thefe commodities 
and to all thefe countries. Only a limitation 
took place in the afiatic commerce, but to the 
fecurity and the greater profit of the ruffian mcr-r 
chants themfelves* To them only two ports 
were affigned on the Cafpian, Baku and SinGli^ 
there to keep market, and wait the arrival of the 
perfian merchants. It is farther regulated, that 
they muft there tax the fcvcral commodities in- 
tended for Pcrfia, the Bucharey, &c. in the pre- 
fence of the rcfident imperial conful : the like 
mud be done by the merchants of Aftrakban 
VOL. I, c c and 
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and Orenburg, and enter into a bond with one 
another not to fell any thing below the fixed 
price, under penalty of conBfcation; that the 
foreigners may not profit by the fpoiling of the 
market by the RuiHans themfelves* 

The tobacco trade was next declared free; 
proper oieafures were likewilc taken in February 
1763, conducive to the better culture of it in 
the Ukraine *, where it may be made to flourilh 
fo well from the excellent quality of the foil. 

The coinage was afterwards frequently altered. 
In December 1763 Catharine decreed, that the 
proportion of the gold to the. filver coin (hould 
be as I to 15. Aa error almoft general through* 
out Europe is, in the having of a twofold 
ftandard, as if they imagined it poffible to fix by 
legiflation a proportion that, from commerce 
and in its own nature, is always fluftuating. The 
gold (hall be of a fincnels of 88 folotniks; the 
filver of 72. Out of a pound of fuch gold fhall 
be (Iruck 3 1 imperials and 2 rubles 887 copeeks; 
out of a pound of filver fo alloyed 17 rubles 6y • 
copeeks. Siberia had a coinage (with the arms 

* The fclavonian parent-wood 18 Krai, tie hwrder ; and 
u, on or near. The primary import, therefore, of Ukrainer 
is borderer^ from Ukraine, on the borders. Hence the 
Ukem (in the mark Brandenburg), the Kramer and the 

Ukrainer* 

of 
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of that kingdom, two wolves, which was not tb 
y be current beyond the confines of the govern- 
ment) affigned it, of the copper peculiar to the 
mines of Kolyvan, impregnated with gold and 
filver, which is obtained by the fmelting away 
of the filver ore, the tranfport whereof would be 
too difficult, and its farther feparation from the 
noble metals too expenfive. The pood of this 
<:opper contains 1-^4 folotniks of fine gold, and 
31^ folotniks of filver *. 

About this time Poniatofsky renewed his folli- 
citations for permiflion to vifit Peterfburg. The 
cmprcfs would not lifl:en to them, but aflured him 
of her confl:ant friendfliip, of which fhc promifed 
to give him convincing proofs on all occafions. 
Nor was it long before (he realized her promife. 

Towards the end of this year Catharine gave 
a proper form to the fupreme college of the 
empire, the direfting fenate, which had been 
inftituted by Peter I. In order to give an eafier, 
plainer, and more rapid courfe to the bufihcfs of 
it, (he divided the fenate into fix departments, 
whereof the four former (hould have their feat 
in St. Peter(burg, and the two latter in Mofco. 
In fome particulars (he removed incumbrances, 
in others (he made new regulations, and diffufed 

* F<|r the relative proportions of thcfc weights, jnonics, 
5tc. fee ^ore, p. 56. 58. 

c c 2 throiJgh 
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through the whole a fpirit of fimplicity and 
order. 

Undoubtedly tmny of thcfe new inftitutions 
were rather preparatory than Bnifhed works s 
undoubtedly fcveral plans were Ikctched out by 
her> and even put in execution under her eyes, 
of which, in the far diftant parts of her vaft 
empire, no trace is to be feen of their exiftence f 
undoubtedly fome things had more of ihow and 
a (hining outfide than of an exadly calculated 
utility. But only as preparatives, even only as 
reform in the more proximate fphcrc of adion» 
even only as the difplay of a truly imperial mag- 
nificence, they could not be unattended by im- 
portant confequences. All men faw that the com** 
prehenfive mind of Catharine embraced all ob- 
jefts j they were convinced of her aftivity and of 
her benevolence, (and what higher qualities can 
the ruler of a people poflcfs ?) of her trcafures 
and her magnanimity. They were the capital 
towns, they were the colleges of the empire that 
gained another form, and which muft naturally^ 
though (lowly, operate upon the provinces. A 
new vital fpirit was infufcd into the nation, a more 
elevated impetus into all minds. To this greatly 
contributed even the perfonal reverence paid 
to the beautiful, the fpirited woman, the glow of 
cnthufiafm for the monarch whom foreigners 

praifcd^ 
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praifed, whom the univerfc admired. The 
court was brilliant and agreeable; in the ex- 
penditure of large fums, magnificence, tafle, and 
lafting enjoyment were ftudied. Foundations 
for the cultivation of arts and literature, fuperb 
embellifhments of the refidence and other towns, 
regulations for ufe and convenience were manifeft 
to every beholder. Milder and more amicable 
difpofitions began to appear ; induftry and dili- 
gence were quickened, and by their means the 
comforts of life were more widely diffufed j the 
nation was no longer dependent on the foreigner; 
and ruffian (hips were feen riding at anchor in 
|te porK of Cadiz and Leghorn, 
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CHAP. IV. 

State of Poland from the time of the kings of the 
Jirfi race to the death of Auguflus III. — Elec^ 
tion offrince Poniatofsky. — Frejh conjpiracy at 
St. Peterfburg.^^Jourmy of the emprejs into 
JJvonia.^^AJfafjination of prince Ivan in th^ 
cafile of ScbluJfelburg.-^^Punifhment ofMiro^ 
vitchf and other events of 1763, 1764, 6ff. 

JPOLAND, which had (bmetitncs a£bed fb 
confpicuous a part in the politics of Europe, and 
which, from the extent of its territory, the fer- 
tility of its foil, the high fpirit and courage of its 
inhabitants, fcemed formed for acquiring a ftiH 
' greater preponderance, has loft, by the defefts 
of its government, a part of the advantages it 
had received from nature. 

This kingdom had long been under the in- 
fluence of Ruffia ; and that influence had become 
the more powerful under Catharine, as, inde- 
pendenriy of the army of RomantzofF, encamped 
on the banks of the Viftula, 50,000 men had 
taken up their quarters in Livonia, Efthonia, 
and Courland. Auguftus III. declining in his 
health, as well from the irregularities of his life 
15 as 



I763J EMPRESS CATHARINB II, ^y% 

as from the vexation occaQoned him by the in- 
vafion of Saxony, was now verging faft to the 
grave. All fuch as had formed pretenfions to 
the fuccefljon, accordingly began to examine 
their ftrength ; and the court of Pcterfburg was 
the centre of their intrigues. The afpiring mind 
of Catharine was flattered at feeing herfclf tht 
arbiter of thefe ambitious rivals. But, while (he 
thought proper to fomeiK their divifions and to 
encourage their hopcsi (he was fecretly decided 
in her choice. She was in want af a king, 
whole weaknefs and fervility (he knew: (he 
made choice of Poniatofsky. 

It will not be ufelefs here to caft an eye upon 
the ftatc of that rich ;and unhappy >countryt 
which we (hall fee more than once exciting the 
ambition of Catharine, and which (lie long con- 
tinued to harafs, the better to prepare it for 
being ufurpcd. 

The hi(lory of Poland, like that of almoft 
all the other countries of Europe, reaches back 
to an sera extremely remote, and filled with un- 
certainty. All that we know with tolerable 
precifion is, that Poland at firft was governed 
by a race of kings *, whole power was nearly 
^bfolute. To this race fucceeded the Piafts^ 

♦ ThcraceofLcflco. 

cc 4 (for 
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{for fo chcyufually call their native fovereigns,) 
'who are thought to have been ele^ve> but who^ 
for feveral generations^ preferved the crown in 
their femily. The kingdom was frequently dif» 
turbcd by the pretenfiona of the magnats, who 
combined agaiaft the monarch, and oppofed to 
him a power which balanced that of the crown. 

One of the laft kings of the race of the Piafts, 
Cafimir III. furnamed the great, or the father of 
the peafantry, repreiled the dangerous and always 
turbulent auAority of the grandees, by conferring 
a variety of privileges on the inferior noblefTe, 
and by that means alarming them with a dan^ 
gerous rivalfliip. But that prince, however 
addicted to juftlce, and how great fbever his 
concern in behalf of the unhappy peafants, was 
never able to mitigate the barbarous lot to which 
they are doomed in Poland. 

Lewis of Hungary, nephew and fucceflbr of 
Cafimir, was not in a capacity to benefit by the 
advantages that iponarch had acquired, becaufe 
on bellowing on him the crown, the nobility 
obliged him to fubfcribe to burdcnforoe condi- 
tions. On the death of Lewis, without leaving 
a male heir, that turbulent nobility made an ofFei 
of the throne to Ladiflaus Yagellon, duke of 
Lithuania, and impofed on him the fame con- 
ditions as had beep accepted byX^wbr Qnc of 
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ihcfc conditions was, not to laife fubfidies with* 
out the confent of the diets^ His fucceflbiB 
were, equally with him, forced to be continually 
making new facrificcs for obtaining the impofts 
that ircrc neccffary to their government; and 
Sigifmond Auguftus was u length induced to 
confent *, that at his death the crown (hould be- 
come abfolutely cleftive^ This prince, who had 
90 fon, was without difficulty brought to agree 
to make a declaration, by which he purchafed 
bis repofe. In a (hort time afterwards a charter 
was framed f, which became the baGs and goa*^ 
rantee of tha{ privilege^ The four principal 
articles of the charter were c 

1. That the crown ftiould 'be eleftivej an4 
that the king fliould never appoint a fucceflbr 
during his lifetime* 

2. That general diets fhould bj^ alTcmblcd 
2tvery two years. 

3. That every nobleman of Poland (hould 
have ithc right of voting at the cleftion of a 
king. 

4* That if the king (hall prefume to infringe 
i|he Uws, and to difavow the privileges of the 

^ In the year 1550. - 

t Koown under the name of Paffa tw^venia, 

nation^ 
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nation*, the fubjc6bs (hall be abfolved from their 
oath of allegiance. 

The privileges fccured by this charter were 
ftiU farther extended ; and all the fucceffors of 
Sigifmond Auguftus down to Staniflaus Ponia- 
tofsky inclufivcly, were only elefted upon their 
fwearing to maintain them. Could lefs then be 
cxpeAed from prince$ who received the crown 
as a matter of favour, and who, if they had no€ 
accepted it on thefe conditions, would have 
been obliged to forego it in favour of a lefs fcni- 
pulous competitor ? The nobles, the more they 
increaied their power, abufed it the more. Not 
contented with freely granting their flifFrages, 
they fold them. Henry de Valois was the firft 
who purchafed, by means of promifes and gold, 
the throne of the Yagellons ; means which have 
fince only yielded to the terror of arms. 

On every acceflion to the throne the nobiIit]f 
ufurped fome additional privilege. During the 
reign of John Cafimir, the liberum veto was 
created. This was a right given to each noble- 
man fingly to put a ftop to the deliberation of a 
whole diet, and to diflblve it by the fole ad of 
his will ; a right which has been one of the prin- 

* That IS to fay, of the nobles; for the reft is counted 
for nothing. 

cipal 
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cipal fourccs of the troubles, the anarchy, and 
the total dcftruftion of Poland. 

But by fuch an extent of power as every no- 
bleman had, we may form a judgment of that 
enjoyed by the palatines *, the great officers, 
and, in general, all the wealthy Poles. Some- 
times they raifed regiments independent on the 
authority of the king; at other times they 
formed confederacies, which, under pretence of 
defending the laws, fowed fcdition and revolt, 
and ia the facred name pf liberty exercifed the 
abfurdeft tyranny. 

It is the blind ambition of the poliQi nobles 
that has been for three hundred years gradually 
fconfummating the ruin of their country. That 

* In Poland arc 32 palatines, who are properly governors 
of provinces, 3 caftellans, and i ftaroft. Though the qua* 
lityof the two latter be inferior to that of a palatine, yet 
there are four of them who pofTefs the firil ranks amongft 
the temporal nobles, the cadcllan of Cracow being the firft 
of alL The office of a palatine is to lead the troops of hit 
palatinate to the army ; to prefide in the aifemblies of the 
aobib'ty in his province; to fet a price upon merchandizes 
and commodities ; to take care that the weights and mea- 
fures be not altered ; and to judge and defend the jews. 
He has a vice-palatine under him, who mud take an oath to 
him, and who ought to have an eftate in land, which they 
call pojftjfionatus. To thefe follow the order of nobility, who 
8U^ alone capable of poflefiing all the offices and lands in th« 
duchy and kingdom. ^ . 

nation^ 
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nation, naturally brave, which has often con* 
quered the Ottomans, and which has given law 
to Pruflia and to Ruffia, has not been able, 
fince thefe diflenfions, to refift any of the armies 
by which it has been attacked. The forces of 
the kings of Sweden, Charles Guftavus and 
Charles XII. akcrnately found it an eafy prey i 
and from the moment that the Ruffians were able 
to oppofe difciplined troops to its brilliant and 
licentious pofpolite*, they have found thcmfclves 
in a capacity to di6^ate laws to the nation. 

Under fuch circumftances the Poles called 
themfclves free. But what fort of a freedom 
was that they enjoyed, even while they were 
exercifing the boafted right of eledling their 
kings ? The age in which we live has produced 
examples to the contrary ^ and onef of the men 

* The military force of the Poles condfts chiefly m tho 
poJpoUUt that is, the whole body of the gentry, which, upon 
extraordinary occafions, the king and the national general 
can order into the field to fc:r\c for a limited tinie. 'X^\t ia- 
convenience and inutility of this niiL'tary inflitu(ion, in the 
prefent date of the art of war, need not be inGiled on. 
They have alfo ^ flanding army which ought to amount to 
about 40,000 men, but, from being undifciplined, irregular^ 
and in^mplete, it i& a body altogether contemptible, efpcr 
cially tiic foot, as they confift almoft wholl}- of their wretched 
peafantft. 

f Sarniiky^ 

who , 
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who bell undcrftood their hiftory, has defied 
them, to flicw but two inftanccs of a free elec- 
tion. 

There is fcarccly a great potentate in Europe 
that has not had more or lefs influence in thefe 
eledions : but for upwards of fifty years RufTta 
has been the only power by which they have been 
aftually direftcd. 

Such was the fituation of Poland when the 
death of Auguftus III.* revived the cabals of 
the pretenders to the throne, and furnilhed Ca- 
tharine the means of difplaying her political 
talents with the utmoft efFeft. That fovereign, 
whom the courts of Vienna and Verfaillcs were 
in hopes of detaching fi-om Pruffia, began their 
operations by artfully obtaining from thofe courts 
an affurance that they would not interfere in 
the affairs of Poland, In 1764, the marquis de 
Paulmy, ambafTador from France at Warfaw, 
declared f at the diet, that Lewis XV, would 
have nothing to do in the eleftion of the new 
king J and fhortly after the count de Mercy 
held the fame language on the part of Maria 
Thercfa. 

The. promiie of thefc two courts, however, 
was not fufBcient for Catharine. She was de- 

* The 5th of Oaober, 1 763* f The 1 6th of March. 

ixrous 
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firoos of fbme afliirance that (he Ihould not be 
thwarted by that of Berlin : in this fhe fucceeded. 
Frederic had long been foUicicing her to fign a 
treaty of defcnfive alliance i and (he coveted it 
the more as (he had employed fo much art in 
inducing him to defire it. Imagining that the 
delays which (he made to the conclufion of this 
bu(iners arofe only from the repugnance (he 
had to a minifter* who had been the friend of 
her hufband^ the pruflian monarch made choice 
of a plenipotentiary who (hould necefiarily be 
more agreeable to that prince(s: he fent to 
St. Peter(burg the count of Solms> who had 
married a prince(s of Anhalt-Bernbiirg, coufin** 
german to Catharine* The count de Solms was 
extremely well received by the empre(s9 with 
whom he (hordy after, in the name of the king 
of Pru(ria, concluded a treaty, fubjoined to whicfaF 
was the fecret ardcle as follows: 

«* It being for the intcrcll of his majefty the king of 
^ Pru£Ba and of her nu^efty the emprefs of dl the Ruffii8|L 
*' to exert their utmoft care and all their efforts for miiizi* 
** taining the repubhc of Poland in its fUte of free eledion, 
" and that it (hould not be permitted to any one to render 
*< the iaid kingdom hereditary in his family, or to make 
« himfelf abfolute therein; his majefty the king of PmflGa 
« and her imperial majefty have promifed and mutually en-/ 
^* ga{^ themfelves, in the moft folemn maimer, by this 

• The barathde Gottz. 

•« fccitt 
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*^ fccrct article^ not only not to permit ahy one, whoever 
*^ he be, to attempt to diveft the republic of it8 right of 
•* free ele£lion, to render the kingdom hereditary, or to 
f* make himfelf abfolute therein, in all cafes whenever fuch 
** attempt fhould be made; but alfo to prevent and to fruf- 
** trate, by all poflible means, and in common confent, the 
** views and deligns that have a tendency to that end, as 
** foon as they (hall be difcovered, and even, in cafe of ne- 
•* ceffity, to recur to the force of arms, to defend the re- 
** public from the overthrow of its conflitution and its 
*^ fundamental laws. 

** The prefent fecret article (hall have the fame force and 
■* vigour as if it had been inferted word for word in the 
*^ principal treaty of defenfive alliance flgned this day, and 
** ihallbe ratified at the feme time. 

** In virtue whereof two fimilar copies of it have been 
'< made, which we, the mim'fters jdenipotentiary of his ma- 
'* jefly the king of Pruffia, and of her msyefty the emprefs 
** of all the'Ruifias, authorized to that purpofe, have figned 
** and fealed with the feal of our aims. 

« Done at St. Peterfturg, the nth of April (the 
" 31ft of Marches.) 1764. 
••C. DESOLMS. PANIN. GALLITZIN.". 

The new fovereign of Saxony, who flattered 
himfelf with the profpeft of inheriting the throne 
of Auguftus III. as he had inherited his eleftor- 
acej addrelTed himfelf to the emprefs, to prevail 
upon her to approve his pretenfions: but ihe 
made no hefitation to deprive him of all hope« 
She wrote to him, " That fhe advifed him, as 
'^ a true friend, not to expofe his interefts in an 

« aflfair 
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<* affair which in die ifliic eoeld not artfWcf hh 
*' cxpcftations/' 

Confcious of bef po'vCrcr in Poland,. Catharine 
difmif&dj one after another, the candidates who 
were not agreeable to ber^ without, however, 
giving any intimation as yet concerninig the 
perfbn whom (he intended to favour. The 
greater number of the Poles were for eleding 
a Piaft, a defcendant of their ancient king»» 
Catharine alfo for fome time appeared to be of 
the fame fentiment. But all at once it was heard 
with amazement at Warfaw, that it was count 
Poniato^ky whom that monarch had dcllined to 
the throne. This choice excited an almoft unr« 
verfal difcontent and violent murmurs. The po« 
liih magnats, incenfed at the profpeft of being 
governed by a young man* of a birth not very 
illuftrious, and whofc elevation was neither jufti- 
fied by (hining actions nor extraordinary virtues^ 
reciprocally interrogated one another, what fcr- 
vices count Poniatofsky had rendered the repub- 
lic, for obtaining ib glorious a reward ? 

Count Poniatofsky was endowed with thofc 
qualities which are more adapted to conciliate 
the friendfhip of particular perfons, than to fit 
him for fwaying a fceptre. Tall, well-made, of 
a figure ^k once commani^ing and agreeable, he 

* He was at that time 3a years of age. 

ipoke 
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fpoke and wrote with fluency the fcvcn principal 
languages of £urope> and in a graceful didion t 
but he poflefled only a flight knowledge of 
aflrairs. His eloquence was vague and defultory^ 
his prefumption too apparent. Rather weak 
than gentle, rather prodigal than generous> he 
might eafily miflead women^and dazzle a thought- 
lefs multitude, but not perfuade men of cultivated 
minds. He was doubtlefs fitter to fubmit to 
be governed than to govern himfelfr Never- 
thelefs, fupportcd by the influence and arms 
of Ruflia, and having no obftacle to fear on 
the part of other powers, his triumph was not 
long in fufpenfe. The confequence of Catharine 
was involved in this triumph. That princcfs 
fet fo great a value on feeing the crown of the 
Sarmatcs on the brow of her former favourite, 
thatflie wrote without del^y to count Kayferling, 
her ambaflfador at Warfaw, to employ every 
means in behalf of Poniatofsky. One of her 
letters was intercepted, and contained the fol- 
lowing words:—" Mon cher comte, (buvenez« 
<' vous de mon candidat. Je vous ecris ceci 
" deux heures apres miouit; jugez fi la chole 
« m'efliindiflTerente*!'* 

• " My dear count, remember my candidate. I write 
<< this to you at two o'clock in the morning; judge whether 
^ I am indififerent about Uie affair!'' 

VOL. I. D y Count 
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Count Ktyferling was careful not to difobey* 
Netdier he nor the niflian, g^nerak neglefted 
any diing for fecuring the choice which their 
fovcreign dcfired. The dyetines were already 
convoked. That of War&w elected Poniatofsky 
by on unammous fuffragc; but whatever pains 
had been taken for bringing thofe of the provinces 
to the (ame (avouraUe difpofition^ his focccfi 
was not the fame. His compcdtors obtained a 
xnkjdrity of voices in fonle, aiid at kaft an equal 
number with his in the Others. 

At die aiTemUing of the diet of convocation^ 
the ruilian troops entered Warfaw^ under pie* 
tence of prelerving liberty and order. 

Crowds of forrigners at the fame time poured 

into that city, all ready to unite at the very firft 

fignal. Count Branichky, grand general of the 

crown, and prince Radzivil, took arms in order 

to prevent the Ruflians from extordng the fuf- 

frages : but what could they do againft foreign 

armies who were mailers of the country; and 

againft a part of their countrymen difpofed to 

join thofe armies? It is a difficult matter to 

form kn adequate idea of the tumult that began 

to prevail in the diet of Wariaw. Count Mala- 

kofsky, venerable for his great age and his 

virtues, had been aippoinoed its marflud. He 

endeavoured in vain to reduce it to order, and 

- to 
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tQ clear it of ftrangcrs. He was anfwered by 
furious vociferations^ and fabrcs were drawn. 
The eloquent Mokranofsky, nuntio of Craoow, 
Tan the rifle of his life under the fwords of 
the ruflian officers^ who endeavoured to pierce 
him fronv the galleries of the fpeakers. He at 
firft thought of (landing on his defence ^ butj 
.prefently returning his fabre into the (heathy and 
expoling his brcaft; — " If you muft needs have 
" a viftim/' faid he to the Ruffians, " I ftand 
** here before you. But at lead I fliall die 
" free, as I ^ave hitherto lived."— It is not 
improbable tl^at he would have fallen a pr^y to 
their fury, had not prince Adam Cbartorinfky 
had the gener(His courage to throw himfelfm 
the way, and to fliield him with his body. 
Thus, in the (irft littii^s of the diet nothing 
pafied but injurious fpeeches and tumidtuous 
quarrels. 

Some one at Peterfburg who Icncw what dif* 
pleafure the election of Poniatofsky would oc« 
cafion to the Poles, and, wanting to vilify him 
in the eyes of Catharine, had the boldnefs to tell 
thafi monarch, that he whofe intered: (he eipoufed 
Xeemed the lefs proper to fill the throne of 
Poland, as his grandfather had been intendant of 
a little eftite belonging to the princes Lubo- 
mirl^y.— " Though he had been fo himfelf,** 
D D 2 ' xeturried 
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returned (he, fomewhat nettled, " I will have 
" him to be king, and he Ihall be/* 

Holding this language, Catharine was under 
flo apprchenfions of being deceived. Independ- 
ently of the troops which (he had already in 
Poland, (he caufcd a body of 12,000 men to 
enter Lithuania, and frc(h reinforcements were 
advancing towards Kief. Her ambaffador ruled 
at Warfaw, and her armies, if the exprcflion 
may be allowed, comprc(rcd the republic. 

Several of the provinces now heavily accu(ed 
their nuncios of having badly correfpondcd with 
their defires in fubmitting to the inflgencc of the 
court of Peterflburg. They did not confine tbcm- 
felves to murmurs. They had rccourfc to arms; 
they fonhcd into different confederacies; but 
thcfe movements were attended by no confe- 
quences. The Ruffians threatened: the mal- 
contents were prefently filenced. 

At length the diet of eleflion was opened ; 
held, according to cuftom, in the plain of Vola, 
at the diftance of about three miles from War- 
faw. This diet began by a folemn mafs, and a 
fcrmon*. Count Kayferling, ambaffador from 
Ruflia, being at that time indifpofed, could not 

♦ The preacher took his text from thcfe words: Eh'gite 
•ex vobis meh'orcm, qui vobis placuerit, et pofuite eiinLfuper 
(blium. 2 Kings, x. 3. 

repair 
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repair to Vola, but fcnt to the diet a letter, 
addreffed to him by the emprefs, recommending 
to him count Poniatofsky in the moft prefling 
terms. 

The other party, however, had not been idle, 
either during the eleflion of the nuncios or 
reprefentativcs, who, in the name of the body of 
the nobility, were to chufe a king, nor at the . 
firft aflfcmbling of the ftates*. In the former 
cafe great tumults were raifed, but they fubfifted 
not long. In the latter twenty- two fenators en- 
tered a proteftagainft the proceedings of the diet, 
the principal reafons of which were grounded on 
the prefencc and interference of the foreign 
troops. Forty-five nuncios figned an acjt of 
adhefion to this protcft, 

Count Branichky, who was at the head of 
thefe protefters, retired from the diet. But that 
aflembly, foon after its opening, took its revenge. 
An order was made for diverting him of the 
poft of crown general. Branichky denied their 
power; drew together into one body a great 
part of that army of which they had attempted to 
deprive him, but which ftill faithfully adhered to 
him; augmented it by levies; and prepared 
to maintain himfelf by force ; poflcflcd, as it 

* May 7, 176^. 

P D 3 fllOuU 
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ihould (eem> by a fpirit of defpair and fuiy* 
having no power in the lead adequate to the 
height of his attempt. Prince Radzivil^ on his 
part, was alfo up in arms^ and with the fame 
obftinacyy and no greater ftrengtb, Ilri^gled 
againft the eledion. 

The ambai&dors of France» Spain^ and the 
empire^ finding their political intrigues of no 
more avail towards obftrufting the eledton^ than 
the hoftile attempts of prince Radziviland count 
Branicbky were likely to be, retired from the 
diet and left Poland, declaring that they had 
not been lent to a party, but to the ei^ire 
republic •. 

An aflion at length happened f between prince 
Radzivil and the ruffian troops, wherein the 
Poles, having fought a long time with their 
ufual irregular bravery, were as ufual defeated 
by the Ruffians. 

The (pint of Poland appeared ftrongly in 
all the circumftanccs of this a'ftion. The 
princefs Radzivil, but newly married, and a 
fifter of that prince, both of them young and 
beautiful, fought on horfcback with fabres, and 
encouraged the foldicry both by their words and 
their example. 

• June the 7th, 1764, f Onthc 3d of July. 

Branichky 
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Branichky was alfo defeated by a body of 
Ruffians 5 and thefc two nobles, the only very 
conliderable perfons. who oppofed the ruffian . 
nomination, were obliged to fly out of their 
country, and to take flicker in the turkifli domi- 
nions, where they particularly value thcpifelves 
on proteding the unfortunate; and thefe noble 
fugitives found refuge where Charles XII. had 
found it. 

During all this time Poniatofsky, accompanied 
with a great number of his friends, was viflting 
each nuncio in particular, and endeavouring to 
gain them by teftimonies of benevolence and 
flattering promises. The palatines being all 
aflembled and ranged in order round the fliopa^, 

* The general diet for the ele6^ion of a king is always 
held in the open field, about two miles froni Warfaw, near 
the village of Vola, where a fort of booth is ere£ledy 
covered with boards, at the public charge, which in the 
polifh language is called^o^, or a (belter from bad weather. 
This place is built and prepared by the treaf)irer of the 
crown : it is furrounded with a ditch, and has three doors. 
The day appointed for the diet being come, the fenate and 
the nobility proceed to St. John's church at Warfaw, to hear 
the mafs of (he holy ghoft, to implore its influence in the 
ele6Uon of a new king who may have all the qualities ne- 
cefTary to defend the ^nterefls of the church and of the 
republic : after which they go to the fhopa apd proceed to 
bufinefs. 

D D 4 a large 
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a large building open on all fides, occupied by 
the fenate and the equeftrian order, the pri- 
matfc afked with a loud voice, at three diftinft 
periods, who they would have for king ? All 
anfwered unanimoufly^^— " Count Poniacofsky !** 
— »-The next day* he was proclaimed king of 
Poland, and grand 'duke of Lithuania, under the 
name of Staniflaus Auguftus. Thus the diet and 
the kingdom being freed, in the manner we have 
feen, from all thofe who were the declared op- 
pofers of Poniatofsky, the eleftion was foon con- 
cluded in favour of that prince with an unanimity 
unknown in the; annals of Poland. 

The new monarch, on his return to Warfaw, 
paffed along the ftreets of that capital amidft 
the acclamations of all the 'people, and from 
that very day took poflcflion of the palace of 
the republic. Some nuncios had abftaincd from 
appearing at the diet i the greater part of the 
prime nobility took umbrage at the appointment 
of Poniatofsky : but, no fooncr was he on the 
throne than they came ahiioft all to do hiin 
homage ; and he began to reign in as nuich tran- 
quillity as if his eleftion h^d not been cfFcftcd by 

violence f- 

Some 

♦ The 7th of September. 

f Staniflaus Poniatofsky behaved at firll with great jiidg. 
picnt aud circumfpedlion. He received with kindncfs thofe 

vho 
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Some time previous to this elcftion, Catharine 
had declared her intention of viGting the fcenc 

of 



who had a£led feemingly in the xnoft dire6l oppofition to hii 
intereft. The fon of count Bruhl exerted himrelf to his pane- 
judice^ and yet that prince left him in pofTeflion of the poft 
of grand mailer of the artillery which he had promi&d 
to count Branichky, palatin of BelHi, and of which indeed 
the latter had the generofity not to wifli to deprive him. — 
Scon after his eledUon, he received letters of congratulatioa 
from many of the courts of Europe. The moft remarkable 
is that, from the king of Pruflia, written with his majelly*« 
own hand. From the matter and the occaiion, as well as the 
chara6ler of the writer, it is extremely worthy of being 
inferted at length. Nothing can be more glorious than 
- a communication of fuch fcntiment« in the intercourfe be- 
tween fovereigns. ** Your majefty muft refleft, that, as 
** you enjoy a crown by eleAion and not by defcent, the- 
** world will be more obfervant of your majcfty*s adions thaa 
'< of any other potentate in Europe: and it is but reafonablc. 
«< The latter being the mere eifedl of confanguinity, no more 
** is looked for (though much more is to be wifhed) from 
*^ him, than what men are endowed with in common : but, 
** from a man exalted, by the voice of his equals, from 
*^ a fubje6l to a king, from a man voluntarily elcdted to 
** reign over thofe by whom he was chofen, every thing ii 
•< expeAed that can poffibly deferve and adorn a crown. 
«< Gratitude to his people is the firft great duty of fudi a 
** monarch: for to them alone (under Providence) he is 
•« indebted that he is one. A king who is fo by birth, if 
** he ads derogatory to his flat Ion, is a fatire only on him- 
V lielfj but an clcftcd one, wholjehavcs inconfifteiit with 

** hit 
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of her ruccefles, and to make the toiir of Li- 
vonia. But wbilft this monarch was employed 
abroad in difpofing of crowns, at hon^ her 
throne fcemed to be tottering under her; and 
that vaft power, which extended to the remotefl: 
part of Afia, which awed all Europe, and ab- 
iblutely governed fb many ofits neighbours, was 
not fecupc of its own duration for a moment. 
Every breath of a con^iracy Teemed to fhake it: 
and fuch was the crirical ftatc of that empire, 
that the defigns of the obfcureft perfon in it were 
not unattended by danger. 

In the courfe of this fummer an event of that 
nature happened in Ruflia which is highly de- 
ferving of a place in hiftory, from the extraordi- 
nary circumftanccs by which it was accompanied, 
though fo extremely myftcrious and unaccount- 
able in many particulars, that we defpair of 
affording any clear fatisfaflion to the reader con- 
cerning them.* 

The emprcfs, in purfuance of her intentions 
already mentioned, fct out on her journey 
through Efthonia, Livonia, and Courland. On 



** his dignity, refle£ls di/honour alfo on his fubjedt. Your 
•* majefty, I am fure, will pardon this warmth. It is the 
•* cffufion of the fincen ft regard. The amiable part of the 
" pidure is not fo much a lefTon of what you ought to be, 
• aa a^rophecy of what your majelly will be.'' 

her 
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her way, fhe pafied over- from Oranienbamiv (a 
Cronftadc; and thiaking to give the foreign 
miners an advantageous idea Qf her marioe^ 
ibe invited them to follow her to that pore 
They did (o: .but the opinion they fovoaed of ' 
her naval forces fdl far ihort of that which fb» 
entertained of them herfelf. There was tot a 
fmall number of ihips, which they judged but 
Iktle adapted to keep the fea ; and the cngli0| 
ambaflfador, with that franknefs peculiar to his 
nation, did not diflemble that her navy was far 
from appearing to him to be very fibrmidablir. 
She afterwards proved that it was poflTible fop ifr 
to become fo. 

On quitting Cronftadt, her majefly, having 
If ft the government of Pcterfburg to count 
Panin, took the road of Livonia, accompanied 
by count Gregory OrlofF and a fmall retinue of 
nobility of both fexes. During her abfencc on 
this expedition, in the prifon of the dethroned 
Ivan an infurreSion broke out under the coaduft 
of a certain Mirovitch, which coft that unfortu- 
nate prince his life. 

Ivan Antonovitch, (lyled Ivan the third in the 
(nani&ftoes that were publifhed in his name 
while emperor, was born in 1740; great grandr- 
(on of tzar Ivan Alcxcycvitch, the elder half- 
brother 
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brother of Peter the great ♦. On running over 
the ferics of ruffian monarchs from Alexcy Mi- 
chailovitch downwards, our feelings are at every 
moment hurt by the inteftine difturbanccs that 
have happened from different pretenders, of 
which fo many within fo Ihort a ipace of time, 
and in general attended with fuch fhocks, no 
princely houfe in Europe has experienced, efpc- 
cialiy in modern times. But a cruel fatality 

* See the genealogical tables in the former part of thit 
volume^ tab. iii. 

Ivan III. if we reckon by the h'ne of the tzars* or VI. 
if from the firft fovereign of Ruflia, was proclaimed emperor 
on the death of emprefs Anne, and Biren regent ; but this 
high elevation was foon to b<; followed by a dreadful faU. 
The father and the mother of the young emperor were dif- 
contented at feeing themfelves excluded from the regency ; 
and the infolence with which they were treated by Biren in- 
creafed their difpleafure. Munich, on his part, not having 
obtained from the regent what he thought due to his fer* 
vices, joined himfelf to thofe princes, and, in the night be- 
tween the 20th and 21 (I of November, Manftein, aid-de- 
camp to Munich, arrcfted the regent. The princefs Anne 
caufed herfclf tobe proclaimed regent dunng the minority of 
her fon. The whole nation rejoiced at being freed from an 
abominable tyrant : he was conduced to Schlufl*elburg, tried, 
and condemned to death : but his punifhment was mitigated to 
an exile for life in Siberia. This exile was again moderated, 
by transferring him to Yaroflauf, where he remained till 
1762, when peter Jll. as we have already feen, recalled him 
to court } and he was ihortly after reflored to his dukedom 
by Catharine* ^ 

■ fcems^ 
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feems^ in a particular manner^ to have propa- 
gated the feeds of difcord between the families 
of the two imperial brothers. 

We have feen him fcized and confined with 
his parents and relations; at firft conveyed to 
the citadel of Riga, then in the fortrefs of Du- 
namund; from thence removed to Oranicnburg, 
at the fouth-eaftcrn extremity of curopean Ruflia, 
At all thefc places the being together alleviated 
the miferies of imprifonment, and efpecially the 
humane behaviour of captain Korf, which firft 
awakened the gratitude of the infant emperor, 
and was all his life after recollcAed with emo- 
tion ; folely on account of this lenity, the fufpi- 
cion of the court fell upon Korf*, and he was 
removed from his ofiice. AboOt the latter end 
of 1745, or the beginning of the year 1746, the 
family was feparated ; all the reft being brought 
more northward to Kolmogori, Ivan was left 
behind in Oranienburg. To bis great misfor- 
tune it came into the mind of a monk to carry 
him ofFi in their flight they had reached Smo- 
lenflc, where the affair was difcovered, and they 
were detained. From thence the wretched cap- 
tive, lately the envied emperor of a quarter of 
the globe, was now brought, for greater fccu- 

* Afterwards promoted to the rank of general )>y 
feterHL 

nty, 



rkfi to 'SchlUffdburg, and thens lodged in a 
cfllomcrof die fortrefs, the very loop-hole of 
which was immediately bricked up. He was 
nefcr brought oot into the open air^ ^nd no ray 
of heaven ever vifhed fais*eyes. In this fubter- 
lanean vauh it was necefiary^o keep a lamp 
jilwa)rs burning; and as no clock was either to 
beifeen or heaidj Iv^an knew no difierence be- 
tween day .and night. His interior guardj a 
captain. and a lieutenant, were (hut iip with him; 
vnd there was a dnde when they did not dare to 
.fpesktty him> not To much as to anfwcr him the 
fimplcft qucftion. What wonder if his igno- 
rance fhould at length border on flupldity ? 
This dreadful abode was however afterwards 
changed for that prtfcntly to be dcfcribcd, in the 
corridor under the covered way, in the caftlc. 
Elizabeth caiifed him once to be brought in a 
'covered eart to Pcteriburg, and few and con- 
verfcd with him. Peter III. alfo vifited him 
incognito; and what pafTcd on this occafion has 
•been already related. Catharine too had^a jpon« 
werfation with him foon^ after the eooHBencement 
of her reign, as Ihe rcktes in her manifefto of 
the ^8th of Auguft 1764*, in order, ^ is 
there feid, to form a judgnaent of his "under- 

'^ WBich fee at the end of this volume, •appendix, No. X. 

3 standing 
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ftanding and talents. To her great furprife 
Ihe found him to the laft degree deficient in 
both. She obferved in him a total privation 
of fcnfe and reafon, with a defeft in his utter- 
ance, that even had he any thing rationftl to 
utter, would have rendered him entirely unin- 
telligible* 

AH perfons, however, were not fo thoroughly 
convinced of the incapacity of this prince. He 
was now arrived at the age of twenty-four years, 
and he might evidently be made an inftrument, 
or at lead a pretence, for exciting dangerous 
commotions. His juft title to the crown, of 
which he had been formerly in poffcflion, his 
lon^ fuflFc rings, without any other guilt than 
that pofleffion and that title, his youth, and even 
the obfcurity which attended his life, and which 
therefore gave latitude for conjedture and inven- 
tion, formed very proper materials for working 
on the minds of the populace. At the moment 
when Catharine was taking her departure from 
the refidence, fhe had intelligence of frefh con- 
fpiracies among the guards. Several of them 
were taken up : but, experience having fhewn 
that the deteftion of one confpiracy always en- 
couraged the hatching of fome other; and, 
willing to avoid irritating the multitude by the 
frequency of punifhmcnts, the confpirators were 

proceeded 
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proceeded agalnft in private, and many of them 
were fufFercd to pine out their lives in prifon. 

From the depth of this dtingeon prince Ivan 
afforded hopes to thole who held in abhorrence 
the prefent ulurpation. It was for reftoring the 
throne to this unfortunate captive that aimoft all 
thefc plots were formed. It was for his fake 
diat men who had never feen him, and whofe 
Tery exiftence was utterly unknown to him, 
were continually braving the fcaffbld. Faithful 
to the fyftem of calumny that had been of fuch 
ftrvicc to the deftruAion of Peter III. the court 
of Ruffia inccffantly employed it againd Ivan. 
One while it was given out that he was ftupid, 
and incapable of uttering articulate founds i at 
another, that he was a drunkard, and as ferocious 
as a favage. Sometimes it was even pretended, 
that he was fubjeft to fits of madneft, and be- 
lieved himfclf a prophet. But many there were 
to whom thefe reports fcemed no better than 
tales invented by the blacked malignity, and 
afterwards innocently propagated by perfons who 
did not rcfleft on the numberleft intercfts that 
might concur in their invention. Doubtleis, 
Ivan, to whom all kinds of inftru&ion were 
refufcd *, and who was kept (hut up in a loath- 

* It however has been affirmed, that a german officer, 
who for fome time had the cuflody of him, dandeflinely 
taught him to read* 

fome 
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fomc prifon, denied the converfc of any human 
being from whom he could derive information^ 
muft neceffarily have been of a very confined 
underftanding: but there is dill a great xliftance 
between ignorance and imbecility or madneis. 
What evidently proves tKat Ivan was neither 
mad nor ftupid is, in the firft place, the conver- 
fation he had*" at count Schuvaloff's with the 
emprefs Elizabeth. Not only the graces of his 
figure and the accents of his voices but the 
moving complaints he uttered, awakened the 
fenfibility of all that were prefent, and evep 
drew from the emprefs abundance of tears. If 
that young prince had committed fome aft of 
lunacy, would it have felled of publication ? 
Again, afterwards we find a frefti proof of his 
good fcnfe and his fenfibility in the difcourfe 
which he heldto Peter III. when he faw him, for 
the firft time, at Schluflclburg^ Baron Korf 
has faithfully tranfmitted it to us, as we have 
related it in a former part of this volume f. 
Peter III. talked with him ^veral times after^ 
wards> and perfifted in his intention of declaring 
him his heir. Now it may well be imagined^ 
that VolkofF, Gudovitch, and bis other confi-t 
dants, wQuld have dilTuaded him fi-om it^ if they 

• Ini7j6. t Seep. iii|3xa. 

▼01. 1. ££ CQUld 



4«S un or thx [i7^4< 

kvc bmc^ AobCUtcs to imagiiie Ivan 

» bt £r ncr ufic to wear the crown. 

vittfiCTcr m^ht be the cha- 

die daring attempts that 

in his fimwr did not rcn- 

i Ic6 fixnidafak to Carfiarine mod to the 

cftfaecniiwe. 

jboa fimiiicd an inftnxnent to put 
hsat ooc of the wxf of being anj (fifturbance to 
either. The rcginicnt of Smolenlk was in gar- 
nSoa m the town of ScUnfldburg s and a com- 
pazij of abooc loo men guarded the fi>rtrels in 
which prince Ivan was confined. In this regi- 
men^ as iccood fienrmanTj was an officer named 
Yaffily Minnritch, whofe giandfiither had been 
impEcated in the rebeffioo of the kozac Mazep«^ 
pa, and had fought under Charles XII. againft 
Peter the great. The eftatcs of the fiunily of 
Mirovitdi had accordingly been forfeited to the 
crown. This jaung man» who had a good {hare 
of ambitioo, preferred with warmth his preten** 
fions to have them reftored i and this it was that 
made him known at court* The femily-eftates 
were not given back ; but he was continually flat- 
tered with the hopes of their recovery, if he would 
Ihcw himfelf active in fecuring the tranquillity of 
the empire. 

The 



1^64-] EMPRESS CATHARINE ir. 4I9 

The inner guard placed over the impciial 
prifoner confided of two officers, captain Vlaf- 
fiefFand lieutenant Tfchckin, who flept with him 
in his cell. Thefe had a difcretionary order, 
figncd by the emprefs, by which they were en- 
joined to put the unhappy prince to death, on 
any infurretflion that might be made in his fa- 
vour, on the prefumption that it could not other- 
wife be quelled. 

The door of Ivan's prifon opened under a fort 
of low arcades, which, together with it, form the 
thicknefs of the caftle-wall within the ramparts; 
in this arcade or corridor eight foldiers ufually 
kept guard, as well on his account, as becauic 
the feveral vaults on a line with his contain (lores 
of various kinds for the ufe of the fortrefs. The 
other foldiers were in the guard-houfe, at the 
gate of the caftle, and at their proper (tations. 
The detachment had for its commander an 
officer, who himfelf was under the orders of the 
governor. 

It has been affirmed that, fome time before 
the execution of his project:, Mirovitch bad 
opened himftlf to a lieutenant of the regiment 
of Veliki Luki, named UfchakofF; and that 
Ufchakoff* bound himfelf by an oath, which he 
took at the altar of the church of St. Mary of 
£ £ 2 Kafan 
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Kafan in St. Pcter(burg» to aid him in the enter- 
prife to the bcft of his power. But as this 
htter was drowned, a few days afcer this is (aid to 
have happened, as he was aflifting in the launch 
of a veffcl, it is impoffible to afcercain the fadt. 

It is more apparent that he talked in vague 
terms of the confpiracy with one of the valets 
of the court, and that he mentioned it afterwards 
to Simeon TfchevaridefF, lieutenant of artillery, 
and fpoke of the advantages that would accrue 
from the refcue of Ivan, and the delivering of 
him to the regiments of the guards. While he 
thought to raife his confequence by putting on 
the air of a confpirator without accomplices, he 
however faid nothing to TfchevaridcflF pofitiveljr 
cither of the time or the manner of executing 
his plot. 

He had already performed his week's duty in 
the fortrefs, without venturing an attempt. But, 
tormented by the anxieties arifing from fufpenfe, 
and condemning his own irrcfolution, he aiked 
permiflion to be continued on ^uard for one 
week bnger. This extraordinary ftep feems 
not to have excited any fufpicions in a governor 
who was entrufted with fo very important and 
critical a charge 5 and the requeft of Mirovitch 
was granted him without hefitation. 

After 
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Afcer having admitted into his confidence a 
man of the name of Jacob PifhkofF, he began 
at about ten o'clock on a fine fummcr's night ♦, 
to fall into converfation with three corporals 
and two common foldiers ; and after tampering 
with them fome time, and obviating fuch diffi- 
culties as were fuggeftcd by their fears, they were 
foon gained over to his plan, and they promifcd 
to follow his orders. Ncverthelefs, whether from 
timidity or from precaution, they refolved with 
one confcnt to wait till the night was farther ad-^ 
vanccd. Between the hours of one and two in the 
morning, they came together again. Mirovitch 
and the corporals then procured about fifty f 
of the foldiers who were on guard to put them- 
felves under arms, and thus marched towards 
the prifon of Ivan.* On the way they met Bc- 
rednikofF, the governor of the fortrefs, whom 
they thought fad locked in the arms of fleep; 
but who, roufed by fome noife^ whether made 
by them or accidentally occafioned, had come 
out to fee what was the matter. The governor, 
authoritatively demanded of Mirovitch the rea- 
fon of his appearance in arms at the head of the 
foldiers? Without returning any anfwer, Mi- 

♦ The /jth of July. 

i It 18 probable that 38 was the exa6t number* 

J E 3 rqvitph 
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rovitch knocked him down with the butt end of 
his firelock, and, ordering fome of his people to 
fecure him, continued his march. 

Having wounded and fecured the governor, 
Mirovitch loft no time to fecure his advantage. 
Being arrived at the corridor into which the door 
of Ivan's chamber opened, he advanced furioufly 
at the head of his troop, and attacked the hand- 
ful of foldicrs who guarded prince Ivan. He 
was received with fpirit by the guard, who 
quickly repulfed him. He immediately ordered 
his men to fire upon them, which they did. The 
centinels returned their fire ; when thefe con- 
Ipirators, at the fame time the moft defpcratc 
and the moil timid of mankind, were obliged to 
retire, though neither on one fide nor the other 
was there a fingle man killed, or even wounded 
in the flightcft degree. 

The foldicrs of Mirovitch, furprifcd at the 
refiftance they met, Ihewcd figns of an inclination 
to. retreat. Thtir chief witlihcld them i but 
they infilled on his (hewing them the order which 
he faid he had received fi^om Peterfburg. He 
dircftly drew from his pocket and read to them 
a forged decree of the fcnate, recalling prince 
Ivan to the throne, and excluding Catharine 
from it, becaufe (he was gone into Livonia to 
marry count Poniatofsky. The ignorant and 

* credulous 
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credulous foldiers implicitly, gave credit to the 
decree, and again put themfelvcs in order to 
obey him. A piece of artillery was now brought 
from the ramparts to Mirovitch, who himfelf 
pointed it at the door of the dungeon, and was 
preparing to batter the place ; but at that inftant 
the door opened, and he entered, unmolefted, 
with all his fuite. 

The officers Vlaffieff and Tfchekin, com- 
manders of the guard which was fet on the 
prince, were (hut up with him, and had called 
out to the centinels to fire. But, on feeing this 
formidable preparative, and hearing Mirovitch 
give orders to beat in the door, they thought it 
expedient to take counfel together. And, firft, 
they held it impolfible to refift fuch a fuperior 
force as that which they had lately beaten off. 
Then they took into confidcration the dreadful 
confequences which muft inevitably enfue, to 
the public peace and the fafcty of the empire, if 
their prifoner (hould be enlarged j and, laftly, 
they fet before their eyes the punifliment that 
would be inflidted on them by the government, 
in cafe their charge (hould be taken from them, 
though againft their will, and after all poffible 
refiftance. 

On this confultation, they came to the dread- 
ful refolution of alTaflinating the unfortunate cap- 

B E 4 - tivc. 
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live, over whpfc life they were to watch, unter- 
rlBed with the dangers which manifeftly waited 
this horrid a£t, dire£Uy hanging over them from 
a defperate force, which (to give any colour to 
their proceeding) they muft have concluded ir- 
refiftible. 

At the noife of the firing Ivan had awoke; 
and, hearing the cries and the thitats of his 
guards, he conjured them to fpare his miferable 
life. But, on feeing that thefe barbarians had no 
regard to his prayers, he found new force in his 
defpair; and, though naked, defended himfelf 
for a confiderable time. Having his right hand 
pierced through and his body covered with 
wounds, he feizcd the fword from one of the 
monflers and broke it -, but while he was drug- 
gling to get the piece out of his hand, the other 
llabbcd him from behind, and threw him down. 
He who had his fword broke now plunged 
his bayonet into his body, and fcvcral times re- 
peating his blow, under thefe ftrokes the unhappy 
prince expired. 

They then opened the door, and (hewed 
Mirovitch at once the bleeding body of the 
murdered prince, and the order by which they 
were authorifcd to put him to death, if 
any attempt ihould be made to convey him 
away, 

Mirovitch, 
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Mirovitch, ftruck with horror, at firft ftartcd 
back fome paces j then threw himfelf on the 
body of Ivan, and cried out: — " I have miflcd 
" my aim; I have now nothing to do but to 
" die."— But he prefcntly rofe up. So fac 
from attempting to flee from the punifliment 
which he muft now forefee, or to take his revenge 
on the two aflfaflins by (hooting them on the fpot, 
he returned to the place where he had left the 
governor in the hands of his foldiers j and, fur- 
rendering to him his fword, . coldly faid: — " It 
*' is I that am now your prifoner.*' 

The next day the body of the poor unfortunate 
Ivan was exppfed before the church* in the 
caftle of SchlufTelburg, clothed in the habit of a 
failor. As foon as it was known, immenfe 
crowds of people flocked thither from the neigh- 
bouring towns and from St. Peterfburg; and it 
is impolTible to defcribe the grief and indigna* 

* An old lutheran church built of timber for the ufe of 
the garnfon while Noeteburg was in polTeiSon of the Swedes, 
long before it was taken from them by Peter the great. 
The church is in a very decayed ftatCy full of rubbiih, and 
not employed in any religious purpofes. The painted altar 
is removed from its proper place at the eaft end, and ftandi 
againft the north fide wall, and in its place, filling the en* 
clofure where the altar rails have been, is a large pile q( deal 
planks, in a flate of rottennefs : under this ftack of wood the 
body of Ivan was thrown, where it lay for fome time. 

tion 
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tion that were excited at the view of an unfortu- 
nate being, who, after having been cruelly pre- 
cipitated from the throne while yet in his cradle, 
paiTed his days in a dark and doleful dungeon, 
where he was inhumanly put to death by 
afTaffins. Ivan was full fix feet high, with a 
fine blond head of hair, a red beard, regular 
features, and of a complexion extremely fair : 
accordingly, the beauty of his perfon and his 
youth * heightened the fenfibility that was uni- 
verfally difcovered at the unhappinefe of his lot, 
and the cruelty of his murderers. His body was 
wrapt up in a (hcep-(kin, put into a coffin, and 
inhumed without ceremony. 

The concourfe and the murmurs increaled 
to fuch a degree that a tumult was now ap- 
prehended. To avoid any fatal confequences to 
themfelves the two affaffins VlafliefFand Tfche- 
kin, as foon as they had perpetrated their crime, 
put themfelves on board of a vcflcl which they 
found on the point of failing for Denmark, where, 
on their arrival, the ruffian miniller took them 
under his proteftion f. 

The governor of Schluflelburg difpatched to 
Petcrfburg a full relation of the horrid outrage 

* He had not yet completed his 24th year. 

f They fhortly after returned to Ruffiai and were advanced 
in the fervice. 

of • 
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of Mirovitch, and of the tragical end of Ivan. 
He accompanied this account with a manifefto 
that had been found in the pocket of Mirovitchj 
and which^ it was faid> had been long fabricated 
in concert with lieutenant UfchakofF. This 
manifefto, which contained many fcurrilous in- 
veftives and imprecations againft Catharine, 
and reprefented prince Ivan as the fole legitimate 
emperor, it was obferved, was to have been 
publifhed at the moment the prince was fee 
at liberty and was making his entry into St, Pe- 
terfburg. Panin immediately fent off a courier 
to the cmprefs with an cxaft account of thefc 
particulars. 

Her majefty was then at Riga -, and, under a 
vifible impatience of mind, was frequently in- 
quiring after news from the refidence : a circum- 
ftance by no means unaccountable, if we confider 
the frequent caufes of alarm from plots and 
cabals with which fhe had been inceflantly ha- 
raflcd fince the beginning of her reign. Her 
inquietude increafcd from day to day, and flic 
would often rife in the night to aflc whether 
no courier was arrived *. Some perfons after- 

* Thefe fa6b have often been confirmed by general 
Brown ; who, being a good roman catholic, honeftly attri- 
buted thefe perturbations of Catharine to fupematural pre* 
feutiments, 

wards 
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wards recolle&ed the(e circumftances to her 
difadvantagc^ as if fhe was anxiouQy counting the 
days fincc the period when Mirovitch was fta- 
tioncd on guard *. At length, after three days 
had elapfcdj the difpatches of Panin were brought 
to her hand. 

The trial of the confpirators was remitted to 
the fcnate j they condemned Mirovitch to death; 
and he was publicly executed f in purfuance of 
his fentence. The inferior a£tors in this defign 
did not fufFer deaths but were fubjefted to other 
punifliments perhaps not Icfs fcvere. The offi- 
cers, who put the prince to death, were, in 
conQderation of their good intentions to the 
quiet of the (late, amply rewarded (or their 
fidelity. A manifcfto appeared by authority J, 
giving an account of the whole procedure. It 
was filled with expreffions of humanity and piety, 
which fort of language fcemed now to be the 
office flyle of the court of Peterfburg. 

The public was much divided in opinion 
concerning the whole of this tranfaftion. It 

* The circumftance that Mirovitch had fuffcred his 
week's duty on guard to expire before he could fummon up 
courage enough to attempt the execution of his projedl, wai 
not, on this occafioni forgotten. 

f September the 26th. 

j: Which fee at the en<i of this voL appendix. No. X. 

3 was 
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was thought inconceivable that an inHgniBcant 
private individual (hould hazard an encerprife, 
that, if even at firfl all things fhould go well, 
yet could never be profecuted to final fuccefs by 
him. That in the attack no one (hould be 
hurt ; that upon Ivan's death all fhould be imme* 
diately as quiet as if nothing had happened ; 
that no inquiry was fet on foot about %ny accom- 
plices in Peterfburg, of which thej^ ^id been 
fome talk at firftj feemed to give room to 
furmifc that fimply this death wts the objeft «x 
view, and to this folc end the whole machinery 
was direded. None of the court party could 
have done this fcrvicc to the abfent emprefi, 
without her knowledge and content. But, on the 
other hand, the flanderous manifcfto found upoa 
Mirovitch was produced, which he intended ta 
have publi(hed immediately upon his having Ivaa 
in his pofleflion, and which count Panin, it was 
faid, had aflually read and fent to the fovereign; 
but particularly the execution of the rebel : if 
perhaps it was he, and not fome unknown male-* 
faftor, who underwent that puniftiment. — Let it 
fuffice, the public emotions of pity and dif« 
pleafure at the fad cataftrophe of the imperial 
progeny, and himfelf once emperor, were 
plainly manifefted by every kind of expreflion. 
The multitudes of people whoj notwithftanding 

all 
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all that could be done to check their impetuofity, 
ftill flocked to the caftle> infifting on feeing the 
body^ were fo great, that the government was 
obliged to give orders to remove it from the 
ca(Ue-churcb> and convey it in the filence of the 
night with the utmoft fccrccy, to the monaftery 
of Tichfina, aoo verfts from Peter(burg. Among 
the regimeiKs of guards in that city, who thought 
they hr.d thf. exclufive right to depofe and to 
murder emperors, violent commotions arofe; 
that efpccially ki the night of the 24th of July, 
caufed the greateft alarm : it was only by the 
prudent meafure of prince Galitzin, who caufed 
powder and ball to be publicly diftributed among 
the marching regiments that were encamped in 
the vicinity of Peterfburg, that tranquillity was 
reftored. When the two officers by whom the 
prince was aflaffinated appeared at court, every 
one beheld them with looks of undiflembled 
contempt and abhorrence. 

Catharine's throne was now firmly efUblifhed. 
Even the angry fpirit that perfccuted the &mily of 
Ivan fcemed at length appeafed. As her majefty 
afterwards fct at liberty the other members of it, 
it may be neccflary to make feme brief mention 
of them here. The parents and relations of the 
unfortunate young emperor had been brought to 
Kolmogori, a village -like town in the government 

of 
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of Archangel, on an ifland of the Dvina. Here 
they dwelt poor and melancholy, in clofe confine- 
ment. The mother, Anna Carlovna, died in 
child- bed, while Elizabeth was yet reigning, in 
March 1746, and was taken from hence, and 
buried in the fame monaftery where afterwards 
Peter III. at laft found reft. The father, An- 
thony Ulric,died in 1776. He left behind him 
two princes, Peter and Alexey, two princeflcs, 
Catharine and Elizabeth, and feveral natural 
children : all, except the elder of the princeflcs, 
born in prifon. For a fcries of feventeen years 
they were very fevercly treated by Golovtzin, 
the laft viceroy of Archangel. After his death, 
which happened in 1779, Catharine appointed 
in his place a man of more generous fentiments^ 
the general-governor Melgunef, who vifitcd the 
unfortunate captives, adminiftered to them every 
confolation in his power, took with him a letter 
from the princefs Elizabeth to the emprefs ; and, 
on delivering it, defcribed their fituation in fuch 
afFefting terms, that her majefty immediately 
rcfolvcd to open a negotiation with the court of 
Denmark. The dowager- queen of that king- 
dom, Juliana Maria, was a fiftcr of duke An- 
thony Ulric. In the following year, 1780, the 
bufinefs was brought to a conclufion : the accom- 
modation was cafy, as Catharine adlcd with her 

wonted 
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wooccd nugimiimity , If» as is probable, a deed 
of renaodatiao of all pretenfions to die niflSan 
dirope was required of the ftate-prilbners in be- 
balf of tfaemfelyes and their pofterity, neither 
could this occafioD any difficulty. The emprefs 
dire&Iy iemt them tioo,ocx> rubles^ to provide 
the family with clothes^ plate^ porcelaine^ &c. 
befitting their rank. This (he accompanied 
with a preient of rich furs and jewels from the 
imperial cabbeti and appointed perfons of 
quality to attend the princes and princefles on 
their voyage. At Archangel Melgunef firft 
difcovered to them their liberadon, and the ih- 
tended voyage to Denmark. They heard the 
news with forrow, and earneflly intreated to be 
fent back to their old prifoih till the perfuafions 
of the generous Melgunef raifcd their fpirics> 
and in(pired them with courage *. In July a 
frigate brought the whole family to Bergen in 

• The dowager-queen of Denmark, in the letter of thanks 
which Ihe wrote to the emprefs In terms of the tcndereft fen- 
iibility, highly extolled, as (he had reafon to do, the beha* 
viour of this worthy man in the whole of his condu6t. This 
teflimony faved him, on occafion of an unmerited accufation 
that was brought againft him concerniiig his behaviour in this 
bufmefs, and which threatened him with imminent danger: 
and, on his having juftified himfelf, to the fatisfa&ion of all 
impartial judges, Catharine rewarded him with the order of 
St. Andrew, and made him many prefeDts befides. 

Norway, 
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Norway, where the princes and princefles were 
taken on board a danilh (hip, leaving the ille- 
gitimate children to return with the imperial 
frigate. The parting with thefe half-relatives 
excited the mod painful emotions in the breads 
of the family. The moft fcnfible of them, Eli- 
zabeth, furvived not long her grief and the 
ihock her frame had received at this fudden 
change of fortune. The four brothers and fillers 
of Ivan were, at the time when they obtained 
their liberty, between 30 and 40 years of age. 
The danifli court affigned them the city of 
Horfcns in Yudand, as the place of their refi- 
dcnce. Towards their cftablilhment there Ca- 
tharine prefented them with 20,000 rubles, and 
paid annually to the maintenance of their dignity 
30,000 rubles. In Oftober 1782, the princefi 
Elizabeth died at Horfens -, and her death waa 
followed by that of her brother Alexcy in Odtober 
1787. The natural children of the duke of 
Brunfwic received in Ruflia an annual penfion : 
one of them, a daughter named Amelia, after her 
return, married lieutenant Karikin, who, for 
twelve years, had the guard of the family at 
Kolmogorii and with whom fhe had long been 
intimately acquainted. 

To return to our hiftory. Catharine, fbon 
after the fhocking event that had happened ac 

Vol. I. F F Schluffcl- 
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Schluflclburg, arrived from off her jotimcy 
through the conquered provinces. On her entry 
into Petcrfburg, fhe was furrounded by an im- 
menfc concpurfe of people, who endeavoured to 
find out by her countenance what was pafling in 
her hearts but, always miftrefs of herfelf, the fecc 
of that princefs was ever covered with fmiles. 
Her ftep was as firm, her front as ferene^ as thoft 
who feel no inward reproaches ufually are. 

Lieutenant-general Veymar had already been 
charged to repair to Schluflclburg. After hav- 
ing privately examined Mirovitch and his ac- 
complices, they were brought to Peterfburg, 
where their trial was opened before a commiffion 
compofcd of five prelates, of an equal number of 
fenators,and f^veral general officers. Mirovitch 
appeared before the judges with all that tran- 
quillity which only the hope of pardon can com- 
municate to a criminal like him. He replied 
with a frivolous and often infolent air, to the 
interrogatories that were put to him. It is true 
that the judges themfelves feemed not to make 
it a matter of great importance, and rather ap- 
peared as if they dreaded to fathom this execrable 
myftery. One alone * had fo much fcnk of 
propriety a§ to declare againft fuch an extraordi- 

* He was a fenator. 

* nary 
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flgry mode of procedure. But he was blamed 
for his indifcreet zeal, and advifed to keep 
(llcnce, if he would not lofc his office, and be 
degraded from his rank of noblcflc. In fine, 
^fter fortie days fpent in the trial, Mirovitch. 
was condemned to lofc his head *, not as guilty 
of high treafon, but only as a difturber of the 
public peace. Unmoved at this fcntcnce, he 
walked to the fcaffbld like a man who had 
nothing to fear, and who thought himfelf fure of 
obtaining a pardon, as indeed, according to a 
report, it had been promifed him. But if h^ 
really reckoned on a pardon, he was cruelly 
deceived. The time for his execution wa^ 
accelerated i. and the unhappy wretch, if he had 
befprc been the inftrument, was now the vidkirn 
of a barbarous policy. Thofc who confidcred 
him in the former point of view were aftonifhed 
that the emprcfs fhould fufFcr him to fall under 
the axe. But how could fhe have fcrcened him 
from punifhment without manifeftly drawing 
upon herfclf the charge of having prompted hi^ 
crime ? and if fhe were really concerned in it, 
can it be thought that fhe would hefitate a mo- 
ment in getting rid of a witnefs who would have 
expofcd her to evcrlafting vexation ? 

* On the 26th of September. 

f F 2 Mirovitch 
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Mirovicch was the only perfon condemned to 
death. The foldiers whom he had engaged to 
join him in the intended refcue were punilhed 
with various degrees of fcvcrity. Pifhkofft 
who was confidered as the moft guilty, was (en- 
tenced to run the gantlet twelve times through 
a line of a thoufand men. The three corporals 
and the two fuziliers> feduced after Pi(hkoff, 
were flogged ten times along the fame line; 
after which they were put to the public works, 
with a log chained to their leg. The other fol- 
diers who afted under the orders of Mirovitch 
were likewifc whipped through the ranks ; and 
after being incorporated in other regiments, were 
fent into diftant garrifons. Tfchevaridcff was 
degraded from his rank of officer, for having 
heard without revealing the vague confidential 
communications of Mirovitch. Fifty -eight per- 
fons were punifhed. A great appearance of fcvc- 
rity was exercifed againfl: them ; and this, among 
other circumftances, was calculated to obviate 
any fufpicions that might arife concerning any 
more eminent inlligators of their crime* 

£ND OF TH£ FIRST VOLUME* 
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Succeffion of the SoTCREiGNS of Rn$8lA, GrAnd 
Princes or Grand Dukes, Tzars, and afterwards 
Emperors; Patriarchs, Archbishops, Bishops^ 
f!fc. 



Rurit .... 

/gor, his foq, at firft under the regency of his 
uncle Olcg ... 

Svctqflauff fon, firft under the regency of his 
mother Olga, who enabraced chriftianity* 
jKief was at this time the refidenc^ or 
capital .... 

JTaropoliy fon of the gprand duke 

yia£mtri brother, firft chriftian prince, and 
apoftle of his nation ^ 

Tarojlaufy fon of the gprand duke, at Kief: 
his brothers have appanages : thence the 
different dukedoms • « 

Ific^uff fon . « • 

f^ofoe/, brother - - • 

F F3 



A.M. 

6369 



^453 
6480 



6sn 

6562 



A. C. 

861 



6386 87? 



945 
972 



6488 980 



1015 
1054 
J078 
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Sviaiop§li9 fon of the grand duke Ifiafla\if 
Vkt^nur 11." brother of Vfevolod 
Mftiflauf^ fon ... 

Tarofolk^ brother p » 

Viatchejlauf^ brother, abdicates 
Vfevolod II. great grandfon of the grand duke 

Yaroflauf - ^ , 

IJiaJlaufiX. ifon of Mftiflauf -r 

Rojiyiaufy brother of Vfevolod II, 
ffiqftauf III • fon of David, and great grand- 
fon of Yaroflauf - 
Tourif or Igorf or George^ fourth fon of the 
grand duke Vladimir II. He built Mofco ; 
his fucceflbrs leave Kief» and refide at 
Vladimir - - . 
^tthculi fon, governs vnth his brother An- 
drew, and after his death alone 
f^fevolodlll. brother - - 
Igoty or George II. fon. Conflantine his 

brother during two years 
Tarojlanf 11. brother, in fubjedion to the 

Tartars, as the following 
St. Alexander Nefsly^ fon r 

Tarojlauf 111. brother -' r 

VqlfdU or Bafdy brother - 

Dmtr'u or Demetrius ^ brother. Jlis brother 

Andrew fet up by the Tartars 
iiamely fourth brother: finc^ whom the grand 

duke^ n^fide at Mofco - r 

Jgor^ or George^ fon, depofed 
Mfchaeti fob of Yaroflauf III. • 

FaftJiy or Ba/!I I}, brother r r 
Igor, re-eftabliflied 7 r ^ 

fvahy or yohrtf brother r t 

Stmeorif fon - • * - 

fydh II. brother » • » 



A. pA» a. C 

6601 1095 

\66»a' 1 114 

6633 1125 

(J640 113a 

6646 1138 



6654 1146 
6^^^ 1 154 



6663 I 151 

6665 I 157 

6685 I 177 

6721 1213 

6746 1238 

6753 "45 

6771 1263 

6778 1270 

6785 1277 

6802 1294 

68 to 1302 

6813 1301 

6828 1326 

^833 1.325 

6836 i32j8 

6848 I 340 

6861 135J 
ffanctriui 
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A. M. A. C. 



Demeirhu IL fon. Demetrius, his relation, 






fct up by the Tartars, two years 


6867 


1359 


Fqffln, ox Bqfil III. ion 


6897 


i'389 


Vaffili IV. fon, Igor, his uncle, ufurps 


^933 


141^ 


Ivan III. fon. The famous Ivan Vaffillie- 






vitch who threw off the yoke of the 






Tartars 


6970 


1462 


Faffin V. fon - 


7014 


1506 


Ivan IV. fon, fumamed the tyrant, aifumes 






the title of tzar - - - 


.7042 


IJ34 


Feodor^ or Theodore^ fon; the laH of the race 






of Rurick. The following arc of different 






families - - - 


7092 


1584 


Bortce Godounof . . - 


7106 


1598 


Feodor 11. fon ... 


7113 


1605 


Gregory jftrephfy falfely calling himfclf Deme* 






trius, brother of Fcodor I. 






Vafdi Zul/ki (or BaJtiWl.) ckaed 


7114 


160$ 


Fladtftaus of Poland, elc Acd, afterwards rc- 






jeaed . -' - 


7118 


1610 


Michael t of the family Romanof (ftill reign- 






ing) elcded .... 


7121 


1613 


jiUxeyt or jilexlus 9 fon 


7153 


1645 


Feodor^ or Theodore III* fon 


7184 


1676 


Ivan V. and Peler^ brothers, together 


7190 


1689 


Peter alone, aftarwardg ftykd, the great, 






emperor .... 


7^04 


1696 


Ruffians ceafe to reckon by the year of the world 


I. 


Catharine f widow of Peter - * 




1725 


Peter 11. grandfon of Peter the great 




1727 


^Hfnif , daughter of Ivan - * 




1730 


fvan VI. grandfon of Ivan 


• 


1740 


EJi%aheth Petro'pMf or daught^ of Peter the 






great .... 




1741 


feter III. nephew, dcpofed ' * 




176s 


Caharme II, his widow • -* 




176a 


fatfl^ ion .... 




1796 


»M 


Morq 
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Before the great reformation made by Peter I. both in 
church and ftate, the ruffian eccleiiailics lived in the moft 
eonfummate indolence and licentioufnefsy maintaining, at 
the fame time, an unlimited authority over the people. All 
matters of controverfy were prohibited them under pain of 
death. Public inftru6Uon was given but twice in the year 
to the people ; and that confided only of a portion of feme 
homily tranflated from one of the greek fathers. 

The hierarchy confifled of the patriarch, who was the 
next in dignity and authority to the t^ar, and always refided 
in the city of Mofco ; of four metropolitans, feven arch- 
bifhpps, and but one bifhop : the other clergy were arch- 
deacons, proto^popes, and popes or priells^ 

The patriarchs of Ruflia were ; 

Johi eftablifhed by Jeremiah of Conftantinople, in 1 588. 

Ignatius i placed by the falfe Demetrius • 1605* 

Hermogeneiy after the expuUion of Ignatius i6o6« 

Pi&i/jr^«x, father of the tzar Michael - - 1615. 

Joafapb -.•-*- 1634. 

Jofeph - - . - , , 1642, 

NicoHf depofcd afterwards, in a full fynod^ for 

ambition and turbuleqcy '*i - . i65o. 

Joafapb -..-,. i66y, 

Piiyroun^ or Pefterim r - r t 1675. 

Joachim -*-••- I680. 

jidrian ...... 1684, 

Since whofe death, in 1703, there has been no patriarch. 

The patriarch was abfolute judge in all ecdeflaftical 
affairs : he had the power of taking what fteps he pleafed 
towards the reformation of manner^ 2Si\ to condemn 
capitally fuch as he judged guilty of profligacy^ or pf 
violating the moral order. His fentences were executed 
with the quickeft difpatch ; and fuch as appeaJed to his 
tribunal could not be cited to that of the fovereign. They 
had fometimes even ilruggled with the authority of th^ 

\hron^^ 
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throne. Nicon openly oppofed its power * ; and Joachim 
endeavoured to undermine it by artifice and fraud. 

On Pahn Sunday, which is a great day in Ruffia^ th« 
patriarch, mounted on a horfe, rcprefented our Saviour 
riding into Jerufalem. The tzar ufed to go from the ca(lle» 
with the patriarch, to the church which is called Jerulalem; 
After a number of people, whofe bufmefs it was to clean 
the way, followed a very large chariot drawn by dyi horfes* 
in the manner of a pageant ; in this chariot was placed a 
tree, with apples, grapes, and figs tied upon its branches, 
and a number of boys about it, w4th green twigs and 
boughs in their hands* All the boyars and nobility of the 
court attended this magnificent ceremony, and joined in the 
exclamation of " Hofannab to the Son of David! Blejfedts he 
' •* that comes in the name of the Lord! Hofannah in the highefiV* 
as the patriarch moved along, clothed all in white. The 
tzar, fupported by two boyars, and with the imperial dia- 
dem on his head, led the liorfe by the bridle, which was 
three or four yards in length. The patriarch vfi'ore on hit 
head the great patriarchal infula or mitre, richly fet with 
jewels. In his nght hand he held a crofs of gold, embeU 
lifhed with a profufion of diamonds, and other precious 
ftones, with which he made the fign of the crofs over the 
multitude that thronged about him with great reverence and 
devotion, exprefied by genuflexions and proftrations. The 

* The patriarch Nicon, whom the monks regard ai a faint, and who 
^Ued the patri^ch^te in the dme of Alexey Michailovitch, the father of 
• peter the great, wanted to raife his chair above the imperial throne ; he not' 
only claimed the right of fitting in the fenate by the fide of the tsar, but he 
pretended that neither war nor peace could be ooadc without his coafient. 
His authority, fupported by his riches and his intrigues, by the clergy 
and by the people, held his mafier in a kind of fobjedion. He dared tq 
^communicate certain fenatom who oppofed his excefles. In Aoci, 
Alesjtts, being fenfible that be was not powerful enough to depoie the 
patriarch by his folp authority, was obliged to convoke a fynod of all the 
bifliops. Hp was accufed to them of having received money of the Poles j 
he was depoicd \ be was confined fiur the reft 0/ hu days ia a ^(oifter, aod 
the prelates chofe another patriarcl|« 
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hsa£z JE "v^ic^Ik ht mas a du racd with Splendid trappings^ 
«2ic 3if "TTJlir^ ngcTWT; hat di^gvifed, fo as to bear 
<fi ^e irtr-Sttnoe of an afs. On each fide of 
> jpssi iricnl br\opK on foot, clothed all in 
vnzzxw fine iuu^i^ duxiL Ls in thdr hands. The pidurct 
cr ahcii. iJe c^Toe, lK«ks» bcOs, tapcri, and other 
tim^ TTtnf ac xxaak as w^ as the reft of the church orna* 
T^»^^w**^ »q. g Kxixs Vt iLc f J c p cnoc clergy, fome of whom 
Aitf c*: - 3aa ^le oosifcxaced banacrs of the iaints. The 
1C3; ir^n t^ p^Kx t:^ tiie CrtfiDcnt was all laid with fcarlct 
<y^V^ At iiii p&nce k was that the patriarch ufed firft to 
•T^V* Wrsii:. H^ ijtsod. k bed to a pale, and fcnt two of the 
IftSb:^ ^ «asae k, and hnag it to him. As the proctfiKon 
jH&i iHem^^ iaamt of tW pcopk puUed off their upper gar- 
ziaci^ n^ ^i.>t»£ tfea in tke road ; others, who had more 
pi:rr« Turcsdncc cax3» lad £Iks, of (creral yards in length, 
«nr Tur^vair ; aoc :^ nci, who had but little coyering, and 
■c 3;ciBrr« of n red tixciieKcs with cutting branches and 
K-fx^jT^ 5<oai tts bcc^i-^nees, aad izcwed them in the way. 

T!i3ns taker procM6ed to the befoccmcstioned church ; 
v^icnr Lcisx^ :^t^ alicie half an hour, they returned in 
t2sf £i2rie .^r6ar^ i£I i^^ catse to a ibct of ftage or platform. 
w~rre u* patr!irv-h pnc^ted the tiar and the principal 
Wt^ts vxh paba tw^; after whi^ he took off the tzar's 
crc'v^, ax<d £ud it in a nhrcr diih, and then gare him the 
diinc^c crcu to L^ This being done by the tzar with a 
Tcry pn>«ccDd rrrernKx, the patriarch lifted up the crbfs, 
ar i vT(^ it aloft on diScnnt 6des, firft towards thofe upoi^ 
the phtKiTBB, and then towards the people in general, who 
M thit i:iftaBt proftratcd thcmfdres ftat upon the ground^ 
TVe whole certmonT was condaded by finging a number of 
liyvuu ; and the patriarch, as an acknowledgment to .tbe 
|»iereigQ for leading his horfe, prefented him w^ a purfb 
|( too rubles. 

ffc have been thus explicit an this oemnony, that tbe 
^Jkgwmjhc die better able to judge of Ac «M^;Mfioence 

an^ 
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Vnd autbority of the patriarchs during their exiilence. The 
above account was had &om a gentleman whofe anceftor 
rdated it to his father, as one that he was prefent at in the 
patrisuxhate of Joafaph. 

Peter the great aboli(hed this dignity, and cftablifhed a 
perpetual fynod for all decifion in matters of religion. This 
•fynod is compofed of a prefidenty which the tzar feems to 
have intended to fill himfelf, as he never appointed any one 
to that dignity ; a vice-jH-efident, who muft be an arch- 
bifhop (at prefent the archbiihop of Mofco) ; fix counfel<f 
lors, who are bifhops; and of fix archimandrites*, who have 
the quality of afTcflbrs. 

Upon the prefent eftabliflmient, there are in Ruffia, three 
metropolitans, feven archbifhops, and eighteen independent 
}>ifliops: 

Mofco and Kalugra, metropolitan. 

Novgorod and St. Peterfburg, mctxx>poIitan^ 

Elief, metropolitan f. 

Pfcove and Riga, archbiihop^ , 

Tver and Kalhin, archbifliop. 

Roilof and Yaroflavl, archbifhopw 

Mohilef, MfUfiavl, and Orfha, archbiihopji 

Kazan and Sviafhfk, archbiihop. ^ 

A^b-akhan and Stavropol, archbiijbop. 

{Ikatarinoflaf, Kherfon, andTaurtda, archbiihop]:. 

Archangel and Olonetz, bifhop. 

Vologda and Velikoy lifting, bifhop. 
^ Koflroma and Galitch, bifhop. 

Viatka and V elikaya Perme, bifhop. 

Tobolfk and Sibcna, bifhop. 

* Archimandrite, in the greek chorch, ii moch the fame thing it bifhop 
in other chriftlan churchei. 

■I* This metropolitan has a coadjutor, who lives in the town of Sloatik| 
heyond the frontier, and has the dlre^on of the greek clergy itiiding ia 
Poland. 

I He is alfo vicar of the ei^rchj of Maldavia aofl Valakhia. 

^molenfli: 
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Smolenflc and Domgobuifliy bifhop. ^ 

Tchernigof and Niejiny bifhop. ^ 

Novgorod, Sieverikoyy and Glukhof^ bifhop. 

Bielgorod and Kurfk, biihop. 

Orel and Sievfky bifhop. 

Krutitzi, bifhop. 

Kolomna and Tula, bifhop. 

Riazanc andShatfk» bifhop. ^ 

Sufdal and Vladimiry bifhop. « I 

Nifhney-Novgorod and Alatyxi bifhop* 

Tambof and Penza, bifhop. 

Voronetch, bifhop. 

Irkutfk and Nertchinfky bifhop. 

The bifhops enjoy in their diocefes the fame ri^t^ and 
privileges as the archbifhops. Thefe diocefes, which arc 
called eparchies, has each its peculiar contiflory, and for the 
mod part a feminary for the iniibru^iion of ecclefiafUcs. 
The number of religious houfes may amount to 96O9 
whereof thofc for nuns compofe a fourth part. The greek 
churches are reckoned at about 18,350, and the whole num- 
ber of ecclefiaftics is calculated at 67,900. 

Several of the bifhops had formerly the honorary title of 
archbifhops. 

Before the ere6Uon of the patriarchate, the chief of the 
clergy was called metropolitan, and had his refidence firil 
at Kief, afterwards at Vladimir, and finally at Mofco. As 
the lift of them all is not very long, we fhall infert it from 
the chronicle: 

AT KIEF. TbeoperUus - - - - 1048 

fTubael Syrus^itTithj Hiiarion - - - - 1051 

the patriarch of Con- Igor 11. - - - - 1071 

ftantinople tobehead Ivan II. - . - - 1076 

of thp clergy, in - 988 The three lafl were Ruffians, 
Jjeonte'h or Leon - - 992 and were chofen by the 
Ivan I. - . - - 1008 clergy. 
I^or Nlkefthor - ^ - 1038 Ivan III. • - * - IQ77 

JSfbram 
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Ephraim - . . » 1078 

He received the bull from 

pope Urban II. for the 

feaft of the tranflation of 

St. Nicholas* - 

Nikephorll. - - - 1103 

Nlketa - - - - -II 32 

Mubael - • . - 1 142 

Cyril - - - - - 1161 

Clement ----- 1165 

He was ordained in Ruffia, 

on account of the revival of 

the fchifm of the Greeks. 

Conjlantine - - - - 11 76 

TbeoAnre - - - - 1182 

Ivan IV. - - - - 1191 

Nliephor 111. - - - 11 95 

Matthias - - - - 1226' 

Cyril Ih . - - - 1238 

^ofepb of Hicstti - - 1248 

Cyril 111. - - - - 1252 

Maseime - - - - 1283 

AT TLAOIM1&. 

Peter^ the wonder- 
worker - - - - 1308 
AT uosco. 
Theogno/hu - - - 1328 
Mxituy the wonder- 
worker - - - - 1353 
Zqfimujf or Timen - 1373 
CyrillY. - - -,- 1376 
Cyprian . . - - 1378 



Phoclus . - • - - 1409 
He was depofed by a 
party of Ruffians, on 
account of liis zeal 
for the fchifm, in - 141 J 

Ifidore 1438 

Rcj oins the latin church 
at the council of 
Florence, and is de- 
pofed in Rufiia, on 
his return, in - - 144^ 
The fchifm is thenceforward 

fixed and total. 
JonaSi or Jonathan - 1448 
Theodqfion - - - - 1460 

PkiRp 1 1468 

Hieronti - - - "1473 
Zofimus II. - . . 148^ 
Stmon - - - . . - 1402 
Varlaam - - - . t.^ix 
Daniel - . « . . ic2z 

y^fip^ 1539 

Macarion - - . ^ '542 
Athanqpus - - - - 1564 
PhtUp II. - . . - 1566 
CyrilV. I . , . ,568 
Anthony • - - - i^^o 
At his death. Job was ap- 
pointed patnarch, in 1588: 
the fucccffion under wliich 
title has been given in the 
fomcr part of this artide. 
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Tie O11DINAKCE9 or Ukause, wtkh nnJered Feter f(f 
dear aijirji to the Russian NMIky^ ran atfoBowt : 

Wc Peter III. &c. 

THE troubles and inconveniencies experienced by the wife 
fbvereign our hte dear grandiire, Peter the g^reat, of iinmor« 
tal memoryi in his endeavours for the good of his country, 
and for procuring his fubjedb a competent knowledge a» 
well in military dIfcipHne» as in civil and political a£^r8> are 
known to all Europe, and the greater part of the globe. 

In the attainment of this end, he found it neceffary to 
begin by convincing the ruffian nobility, which is tlie firft 
body of the flate, of the immenfe advantages pofiefiedby the 
nations well verfed in the fciences and the arts, over thofe 
people who continue benighted in Ignorance and floth. The 
fate ot things at that time imperioufly demanded that he 
ihould oblige his nobiUty to enter the military fervice and 
engage in civil fun6^ions ; that he fhould fend them to travel 
into foreign countries, that they might get a tindlure of the 
ufeful arts and fciences, and therefore he eflablifhed in hi» 
own country fchools and academies, that the feeds of thcfc 
his falutary regulations might be chcrifhed in their growth, 
and more fpeedily matured. The nobility had the lefs rea- 
fon to complain of the conflraint thus laid upon them, as, in- 
dependently of the utih'ty both public and private that natu- 
rally rcfulted from it, it was their duty to concur with the 
wifhes of an emperor to whom they were under fo many ob- 
ligations. 

The execution of thefe projcdls fecmed at firft to be at- 
tended with the utmoft difficulty. They were intolerable to 
the nobility, who faw themfelves obliged to abandon a foft 
and indolent life, to quit their dwellings, to ferve in war and 
in peace, and to enrol tlieir children for future fervices# 
Several members of their body withdrew from the fervice, 

and 
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and were therefore deprived of their eftates, which were 
confifcated, and th"^ for the bcft of reafons. They ren- 
dered themfelves cn'r/inal towards their country, which th^ 
bafcly deferted. 

Thefe excellent ordinances, though at the beginning in- 
feparable from certain methods of conilraint, have ferved as 
a model to all the fucceffors of Peter the great, and efpecially 
to our dear aunt the emprefs Elizabeth Petrovna, of glorious 
memory ; who, determined to follow the exarpple of her Ei- 
ther, encouraged, by a fpecial protedlion, the advancement 
of the arts and fciences. Of this we are now reaping the 
fruits ; and every impartial man will agree that they are con- 
fiderable. Manners have been improved ; minds indifferent 
to the happinefs of the country have been roufed from their 
fatal lethargy, and have habituated themfelves to reflect on 
the public welfare ; zeal in .the fervice is augmented ; gene- 
rals, already valiant, are become experienced ; intelligent 
miiiifters ; enlightened magiflrates ; in a word, patriotifm^ 
love and attachment to our perfon, a£livity in all offices 
and polls, and every generous fentiment, are now the happy 
lot of the ruffian nation. — For all thefe reafons, we have 
judged it to be no longer necefiary to compel into the 
fervice, a^ hitherto has been the pra^ice, the nobility of 
our empire. 

In coniideration whereof, in virtue of the full power to 
us granted by God, and of our imperial cfpecial grace, we 
grant to the ruffian nobility, from this moment and for e\xr, 
in the name of all our fucceffors, permiffion to take fervice 
in our empire, as well as in all thofe of the european powera 
in alliance with us ; and to this end we have given the fol* 
lowing ordinance as a fundamental law, 5cc. 

[Then follow nine articles concerning the terms on whick 
liberty of refignation, of travelling abroad, of entering the 
fervice, &c. may be aiked for and granted: coodudtng 
thus :] 

Granting 
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Granting as we do, graciodly and to pcrpetuitji to oof 
nobility this franchifcy making it a fundamental and unalter* 
able law, we promife them equally on our imperial word, 
and in the moft folemn manner, to obferve the prefent ordi- 
nance facredly and irrevocably, in all its tenor, and to main- 
tain the prerogatives therein exprefTed. — Our fucceflbrs on 
the throne ought not to alter it in any manner. The exe- 
cution of our faid ordinance beiog the principal fupport of 
the imperial throne, we hope that, from gratitude for this 
benefit, the ruflian nobility will ferve us faithfully and zeal- 
oufly ; and that, inftead of withdrawing from our fervice, 
will enter it with eagemefs, and that they will carefully 
educate their children. — ^We therefore command all our 
&ithful fubjeds and true fons of the country, to defpife and 
ftvoid thofe who have wafted their time in idlenefs, and who 
have not educated their children in the ufeful fciences, as 
people who have never had the public good at heart, who 
fhall have no accefs to our court, nor be admitted to the 
public afiemblies and the national feftivities. 

Given at St. Pcterfturg, Feb. i8, 1762. 



No. III. 
Papers relating to the re-ejiablt/kment o/Peace. 

Declaration deUvered by order o/" Peter III. EMpsRoa 

of Russia, to the Imperial, Freijich, and Swedish 

Mimflers refiding at St. Petersburg. 

HIS imperial majcfty, who, upon his happy acceilioii to 

the throne of his anceftors, looks upon it to be his principal 

duty to extend and augment the welfare of his fubjef^s, 

fees with extreme regret, that the flames of the prefent 

war, which has already continued for fix years, and has 

4 been 
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been for a long time burtbenfotrfe to all the powers engaged 
fti it> far from tending now to a condufion, arc, on the 
contrary, gathering frefh ftrengtb, to the great miefortimc 
of the fevoral nations ; and that mankind has fo much the 
more to fufFer from this fcourgc, as the fortune of arms, 
which has hitherto been fubjed to fo many viciffitudes, is 
equally expofed to them for the future. 

Wherefore his imperial majefty, compaffionating, through 
his humane difpofition, the effufion of innocent blood, and 
t>eing dcfirous, on his part, of putting a ftop to fo great an 
evil, has judged it neceffary to declare to the courts in alli- 
ance with Ruflia, that, preferring tcr every other confider- 
ation the firft law which God prefcribes to fovereigns, which 
is the prefervation of the people intruded to them, he wifhes 
to procure peace to his empire, to which it is fo neceffary, 
and of fo great value ; and, at the fame time, to contribute, 
as much as may be in his power, to the re-eftabUihment of it 
throughout all Europe. 

It is in order to this, that his imperial majefty is ready to 
make a facrifice of the conquefts made by the armsx)f Ruilia 
in this war, in hopes that the allied courts will, on their 
part, equally prefer the reiloration of peace -and tranquillity 
to the advantages which they might expedl from the war» 
and which they caiyiot obtain but by the contiuuance of the 
effuiion of human blood. And to this end his imperial ma- 
jefty, with the beft intention, advifes them to employ, on 
their fide, all their power towards the accomplifliment of fo 
great and fo falutary a work. 

St. Peterfburg, Feb. i|, 1762c 

Th€ Answer of the Empress-Queen to the foregoing 
Declaration^ 

THAT animated with the fame zeal, and being of the 
fame opinion, as hfs imperial majefty, with regard to the 
falutary work of peace, and to the putting an end to the 
troubles and ravages that defolate Germany, ftie was ready 

TOt. I. Q Q 10 
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to concur with him therein^; but that* for that end* Ihe^ 
defired hit ioipcrial majcdy to fumiAi her with the meant o£ 
beginning the negotiation, by impaling to her the propoied* 
tcnns of peace » which (he would, witliout loft of time, 
coQimunicate to her high alliet, who, a^ well at herfelf^ 
nifould be alwayt ready to co-operate in a matter U> mucb 
defiredy provided the terms were not inndoufiihlc, and ooiw 
tained nothing injurious cither to their honour, or herhonour. 

Tie Answer given by the French Covrt t9th,af^mfaiJt 
Declaration. 

THE king maintaining with regret, thefe fix years paftf 
a twofold war for hit own defence and that of his allies, hat 
fufficiently manifeftcd, on every occafion^ how much he 
abhort the eifufion of human blood, and hiV conilant defire 
to put an end to fo cruel a fcourge. Hit perfonal difin* 
tcreftedncft, the (lept which he thought could be taken 
confident witli his dignity, and the faaificet which he did 
oiler, in order to procure to Europe the defirable bleiEng of 
peace, are fure pledget of the humane fentimentt with 
luhich hit heart abounds. But, at the fame time, his pa- 
ternal tendemcfs, which makes the happinefs and preferv- 
ation of his fubje6^s a duty to him, cannot make him forget 
the firfl law that God prefcribcs to fovereigns, even that 
which conftitutcs the public fafety, and fiies the condition 
of nations and empires, fidelity in executing treaties, and 
punduality in pcrfornu'ng engagements to their full extent, 
preferably to every other confidei-ation. 

It is with this vicvv, that after having given fo great 
examples of conflancy and generofity, his majcfty declaret 
that he is ready to liften favourably to propofitions for a 
folid and honourable ptace, but will alwayt aft in the moft 
perfeft concert with his allies ; that he will receive no coun- 
fels but fuch as fhall be didated to him bjr honour and pro- 
bity ; that he fhould think himfelf guilty of a defeftion, in 
lending a hand to fecret negotiations } tliat be,wiU.4io]t tar- 
8 .nilh 
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niih his glory-y and that of hts kingdom, by abandoning hts 
allies ; and that he reftB afTured each of them wHl, on their 
part, faithfully adhere to the fame pnnciple. 

Answer ghen By the King of Poland, Elector of 
Saxony, to ihe fame Declakatioh. 

ALL my allies wifh as much as myfelf, that the pubUc 
tranquillity may be reftored upon folid foundations. It is 
well known to all £urope» that I did not feek the war ; but, 
on the contrary, employed every means to keep the calami- 
tied* of it at a diftance from my dominions. My love to man- 
kind in genera], and to my own fubje6U in particular, ought 
to engage me to facilitate, as much as in me lies, the reftor- 
ation of peace, and to exercife aU moderation as to my 
equitable pretentions. I am of opinion, that a juft and folid 
peace cannot be agreed on but by the congrefs propofed and 
accepted by all the powers at war, 

I place a full confidence in the friendihip of your imperial 
majedy, to whom the houfe of Saxony is bound by facred 
ties. It is not unknown to your majefty, that Saxony hath 
been attacked merely on account of its connexions with the 
luffian empire ; and that the king of Pruflia has taken occa- 
don to charge us with entering into defenfive treaties with > 
that empire againil him. We therefore flatter ourfelves 
with the hope, that fo ancient and fo equitable an ally of 
Saxony will not fuffer our dominions, which are already 
reduced to the utmofi difbefs, as well by exorbitant contri'- 
butions, as by the alienation of our revenues, and of the 
funds which were allotted for the payment of debts, to be 
completely ruined. 

The whole world agrees, that we arc entitled to an equi- 
table reftitution and reparation of the damage fuflained* 
But notwi^ftanding all thefe con (iderat ions, and though aU 
the powers at war (hew themfelves indiped to contribute to 
the general pacification, yet Saxony remains threatened with 
irretrievable ruin. 

We therefore hope that your majefty's philanthropy and 

magnanimity will prevail with your majefty to take care that, 

G o 2 before 
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before all things, the eledorate of Saxony be fpecdHy ev3U 
cuated, in order thereby to put an end to the calamitiei 
which over\vhelm it ; this being the means of facilitating 
and accelerating the condufion of a general peace. 



No. IV. 

Manifesto of ibe Empress Catmakjuz II. which woi 
iaufedtQ he printed and difirihitti about the City. 

By the grace of God, Catharine II. emprefs and auto^ 
cratrix of all the Rufiias, &c. 

ALL true fons of Ruffia have clearly fcen the great danger 
to which the wh(Jc ruffian empire has actually been expofed. 
Firft, the foundations of our orthodox greek religion have 
been fhaken, and its traditions expofed to total deflru6lion ; 
fo that there was abfolutely reafon to fear,, that the faith 
which has been cflablifiied in Ruffia from the earh'efl times, 
would be entirely changed, and a foreign reh'gion intro* 
duced. In the fecond place, the glory which Ruffia has. 
acquired at the expence of fo much blood, and which was 
carried to the higheft pitch by htr victorious arms, has been 
trampled under foot by the peace lately concluded with it^ 
moil dangerous enemy. And laftly, the domeftic regula- 
tions, which are the bafis of the country's welfare, have been 
entirely overturned. 

For thefe caufes, overcome by the imminent penis with 
which our faithful fubjedls were threatened, and feeing how. 
ftncere and exprefs their defires on this matter were ; we, 
putting our trufl in the Almighty and his divine juftice, 
have afcended the fovereign imperial throne of all the Ruffias, 
and have received a folemn oath of fidelity from all our lov- 
ing fubje£l3. 

8t. Peterfburg, June 28, 1763. 
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No. V. 

Manifesto of the Empress CATHARiNi IL gMng an 

mecount of her motives for taking the reins of govemmeni int9 

her hands* 

By the grace of Go4» we Catharine II* einprefs and 
fpvcreign of all the RufOasy make known thefe pre- 
fents to all our loving fubje£^8, eccleGa(licaI| military* 
and civil. 

OUR acceffion to the imperial throne of all the Ruffiast 
\% a manifefl proof of this truth, that when fincere heartt 
icndeavQur for good* the hand of God dired^s them. Wo 
never had either defign or de(ire to arrive at empire* through 
the means by which it hath pleafed the Almighty* according 
to the infcrutable vidws of his providence, to place us upox^ 
j^he throne of Rul^a* Qur dear country. 

On the death of our moib auguft and dear aunt* the em* 
prcfs Elizabeth Pctrovna, of glorious memory* all tru^ 
patriots (now our moft faithful fubje^ts) groaning for the 
loii of fo tender a mother* placed their only confolation iQ 
pbeying her nepb^^y whom fhe had named for her fucceffor* 
that they might (hew thereby* in fome degree* their ac- 
knowledgments to their deceafed fovereign. And although 
they foon fpund put the weaknefs of his mind* unfit to rule 
fo vaft an empire* they imagined he would have known hia 
pwn infufBciency. thereupon they fought our maternid 
afiiftance in the affairs of government. 

But when abfolute power falls to th? lot of a monarch* 
who has not fufBcient virtue s^nd humanity to place juft 
bounds tp U» it degenerates into a fruitfiU fource of the 
inoft pernicious evils. This is the fum* in (hort, of what 
our native country has fuffered. She ilruggled to be deln 
vered from a foyereign who* being blindly given up to the 
moft dangerous paflions* thought of nothing but indulging 
thenif without employing himfelf in the welfare of the 
f mpire committed-to his care. 

<J't» 3 Purlng 
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Hz v?9 Lje^ i a&red tbat tbe dettb of bit nmt and 

hacriacamSB i ^ i p iMi -bi i y, bai be baiifcul bcr sicmorj cn« 
tircix hum. km mimii ■■▼, ctcb bdiorc Ibe bad fieiit foitb 
ber jdL y i— Hr oolf call aa eye of contempt OB tbc 
cov^pwc e!^MMB OB tae oacr ^ aaa as tbe cBrcmoiiy at tbat ttnc 
cai^sared l itf^^ i d bm to aiyo o Ji h, be did k wiUi bis ejci 
ssaai^eXxT rep&fte wkh jcy ; even tatimating his ingratitude 
by bift word^ I ^igbt ^dd, tbat tbe oMcqnies would have 
Ixcn sccKiEg equal to the dignity of (b great and magnani- 
0K4U a iovereign, H our tender refpcd to her, cemented by 
tbe ticaof bkx>d, and the extreme afic&ion between us, had 
net made us take that duty upon us. 

He imagined that it wa« not to the Supreme Bdng, but 

cnly to chance, that he was indebted for ^((^ute power ; 

and that he had It in his hands, not for tbe good of his fuh- 
ic£u^ but ioldy for his own iatisfa^on. Adding, therefoie, 

licence to abiblute power, he made all tbe changes in the 

ftats which the weaknefs of his mind could fuggeft> to the 

opprcfTion of the people. 

Having effaced from his heart even the leaft traces of the 

holy orthodox religion, (thou^ \ic had been b&a^thf 

taught 
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tat^ht the principle thereof^) he began firft hj rooting 
out this true tvligioiiy eftabli(hied fo long in Ruffia, by ab* 
Anting hiittfelf fxx>m the hoiife of Oody and of pi^yen. In 
To open a manner, that fome of his fubjeds, excited by 
-confcience andhonefty» feeing his irreverence and contempt 
of the rites of the church, or rather the raillerieB he made 
of them, and fcandaiizing them by his behaviour, dared K> 
make remonftrauces to him concerning it ; who, for fo 
doingy fcftrcfely efcaped the refentment which they might 
have expe^ed froin fo capricious a foveieign, whofe powdr 
was not limited by any human laws. He even intended to 
deftroy the churches, and ordered fome to be pulled down. 
He prohibited thofe to have chapels in their own houfes, 
whofe infirmities hindered them from vifittug the houfe of 
God. Thus he would liave domineered over the faithful, in 
endeavouring to ilifle in them the fear of God, which the 
holy fcriptufe teaches us to be the beginning of wifdom. 

From this want of zeal towards God, and contempt of 
^is laws, refulted that fcom to the civil and natural laws of 
his kingdom ; for having but an only fon, which God had 
given us, the grand- duke Paul Pctrovitch, he would not* 
when he afcendcd the throne of Ruflia, declare him for his 
ifucceflbr ; that being referved for his caprice, which tended 
to the detriment of us and of our fon, having an 'inclination 
to overthrow the right that his aunt had veiled in him, and 
to make the goVerbtnent of our native country jpafs into thi 
hands of ftrangers ; in oppofitioh to that mkxim of natun^ 
right, accbrding t6 which nObody can tr^hfhiit to iihoUi^ 
)nofe than he hai recei^red birt^felf. 

Although with great grief we faw this iqtehiioni we did . 
Ylot believe that t^i ouifeltdl, k^i diir mbft deaur (ob» (houlj 
have been expofed to a perfeeution fo fevere s b\it afi 
petCbbt df pYt^tty hnVitig^ob^itYed that thfli'ib^iefitres that he 
purfaed^ by their tUMt^ miuiiftfttd that they had « natunA 
tebdtncy to omr ^ttia, and- thit of 6ur dear fucceHor, their 
genersHS «nd pi<^ua hearts 'were jaftly alarmed: aoimated 
with atel for 0» inlercsft of tfacir. abtin boufatry, and afto- 
004.. . sulbed 



4S6 APPENDIX, NO. V. 

niihed at our patience under thefe heavy perfccutioniB* they 
fecretly informed us, that our life was in danger, in opder to 
engage us to undertake the burthen of governing fo large an 
empire. \ 

While the whole nation were on the point of teftifying 
their difapprobation of his meafures, he neverthelefs con- 
tinued to grieve them the more, by fubverting all thofe 
excellent arrangements cftabliftied by Peter the great, our 
moft dear predecefTor, of glorious memory, which that true 
father of his courtry accomplifhed by indefiatigable pains 
and labour through the whole courfe of a reigliof thirty 
years. The late JPetcr the third dcfpifcd the laws of the 
empire, and her moil rcfpe^ablc tribunals, to fuch a degree 
that he could not even bear to hesu- them mentioned. 

After one bloody war, he rafhly entered upon another, 
in which the fnterefts of Ruflia were no way concerned. 
He entertained an infuperabje averfion to the rcgfments of 
guards, which had faithfully fcrved his illuflrious anceflors, 
and made innovations in the army, which, far from exciting 
in their breafts noble fcntiments of valour, only fervcd to 
difcourage troops always ready to fpill their bell blood in 
the caufe of their countr)'. He changed entirely the face 
of the army ; nay, it even fecmed that, by dividing their 
habits into fo many uniforms, and giving them ib many 
different embellifiiments, for the mod part fantaftical to the 
greatefl degree, he intended to infufe into them a fufpicion 
that they did not, in cffc£l, belong to one mailer, and 
thereby provoke the foldiers, in the heat of battle, to 
(lay one another; although experience demonftrated that 
uniformity in drefs had not a little contributed towards 
unanimity. 

Inconfiderately and iacefiantly bent on pemiciops refla- 
tions, he fo alienated the hearts of lus fubjeAs, that there 
was fcarcely a fingle perfon to be found in the nation who did 
90t ppeuly exprefs hts difapprobation, and was evea defxrous 
to take away his life ; but the Jawfr of G^ whick cdm^ 

. c mand 
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Iftand fovercign princes to be refped^ed, being deeply en^ 
grayed on the hearts of our f^thful fubje£^S9 xcftrained 
theniy and engaged them to wait with patience^ till the 
hand of God ilruck the important blow, and by his fall ^ 
livered an oppreiTed people. Under thofe circumftaocesb 
now laid before the impartial eyes of the public, it was, in 
fadl, impoflible but our foul (hould be troubled witl^ 
^hofe impending woes which threatened our country, and 
with that perfecution which we,' and our mod dear foR« 
the heir of the rufiian throne, unjuftly fufFered ; being 
^moft entirely excluded from the ifnperial palace ; in fuch 
fort, that all who had regard for us, or rather thpfe wbo 
had courage enough to fpeak it (for we have not been able 
to find that there is one perfon whp is not devoted to our 
intereft) by expr^fling their fentimentt of refpe^ due to xjo^ 
as their emprcfs, endangered their life, or at lead their foif- 
tune. In fine# the endeavours lie made to ruin us, rofe to 
fuch a pitch, that they broke out in public; and then 
charging us with being the caufe of the murmurs, which his 
own imprudent mea fares occafioned, his refolution to take 
away our life openly appeared- But being informed of his 
purpofe by fome of our trufty fubje^ls, who were determined 
to deliver their country, or perifti in the attempt, relying pn 
the aid of the Almighty, we cheerfully expofed our perfon 
to danger, with all that magnanimity which our native 
country had a right to expe£l in return for her affedlion to 
us. After having invoked the Moft High, and repofed our 
hope in the divine favour, we refolved alfo either to (acrifice 
our Ufe for our country, or fave it from bloodfhed and cala- 
mity. Scarcely had we taken this refolution, by the direc- 
tion of favouring Heaven, and declared our aflent to the de- 
puties of the empire, than the ordirs of the (late crowded to 
give us aiTurances of their fidelity and fubmiflion. 
' It now remained for us, in purfuance of the love we bore 
our faithful fubjefts, to prevent the ^onfequences which we 
apprehended, in cafe of the late emperor's inconfidftrately 
placing his confidence; in the ioiaginary power of the holftein 

troops, 
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tRMpty (fi>r whore Mlc he ftayed at Oranienbaam, Kvfng% 
indolence, and abandoning the moft prefling exigencies of 
the ftatCy) and there occafioning a carnage, to which our 
f[iiards and other regiments were ready to expofe themfeWes, 
for the fake of their native conntry, for ours, and that of 
our fuccefTor. For thefe reafone we looked upon it as a 
neceflary duty towards our fubjedls (to which we were im- 
mediately called by the voice of God) to prevent fo great 
a misfortune, by prompt and proper meafures. Therefore, 
placing ourfelvcs at the head of the body-guards, regiments 
erf artiHery, and other troops in and about the imperial refi* 
dence, wc undertook to difconcert an iniquitous defign, of 
which we were as yet only informed in part. 

But fcarcely were wc got out of the city, before we re- 
ceived two letters firom the late emperor, one quick /)n the 
heels of the other. The firft by our vice- chancenor/ the 
prmcc Gallitzin, entreating us- to allow him to return to 
HoHlem, his native dominions ; the otha by major-gcncml 
Michael Ifmailoff, by wliich he declared, that of his own 
proper motion he renounced the crown and tlirone of Ruflla, 
In this laft he begged of us to allow him to withdraw to 
Holfteinwhh Elizabeth VorontzofF and Goudovitch. Thefe 
two laft letters, ftuffcd with flattering expreilions, came to 
our hands a few hours after he had given orders for putting 
us to death, as we have "been fince mformed from the very 
perfons who were appointed to execute thofe unnatural 
orders. 

In the mean time, he had fUIl refources left him, which 
were to arm againft us his holftein troops, and fome fmall 
detachments then about his perfop ; he had alfo in his 
power fcveral perfoaages of diftindlion belonging to our 
court J as he might therefore have compelled us to agree 
to terms of accommodatibil^ ftill more hurtful to our 
country, (for after having learned what great commotions 
there were among the people, he had detained them aa 
hoftages at his palace of. Oranienbaum, an4 our humanity 
would never have confed ted to their deifru£lion,'but, tb (avc 

^hcir 
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^keir lives, we would have rifked Ceekig-Q part oFthoGe daa* 
^era revived by an accoiniii€>dation»} feveral perfons of hi^ 
i^ank about our perfon requcfted us to fend him a billet m 
cetuniy propoflng to hiniy if his intentions werefuch as-he 
declared them to be» that he ihould inilantly fend us a 
Toluntary and formal renunciation of the throne^ wrote hj 
his own hand, for the public iiatiftfai^ion. Major-general 
limailaff carried this propofal, and the writing he 4U>v 
fent back was as follows : 

' During the Jhort J^ace tf my jAfoltUe reign over ihe empire tf 
^^il/^9 I became fenfible that Ivias notMbie tofufpenrtfagreaim 
burden^ aiid that my ainUtiet twre not equal to the tifi ofgosotm^ , 
ingfo great an empire, either as a fiveretgn^ or km any other 
capacity whatever. I alfo forefavf the great trx)uhlee which' muft 
have from thence arifeny and have been followed with the 
total ruin of the empire f and covered me with eternal difgrace* 
After having therefore ferioufly refleSed thereon y I declare, ^witt* 
cut con/lrainty and in the mojlfolemn manner, to the rufjum empiric 
and to the whole univerfe, that I for ever renounce tjbe govern^ 
ment of the f aid empire, never defiring hereafter to reign therein^ 
either at an abfolute fovereign, or under any other form of 
government ; never tvifljing to afpire thereto, or to ufe any meansf 
of any fort, for that purpofe. Ae a pledge of which, Ifwear 
Jincerely, before Godandallthe^vorld, to this prefent renunciation^ 

written and Jigned this igth of June 1762. 0. Sm 

PETER, 

It is thus, without fpilling one drop of blood, that we 
have afcended the ruffian throne, by the aflillance of God^ 
and the approving fuffrages of our dear country.— Humbly 
adoring the decrees of Divine Providence, we affure our 
faithful fubjedb, that we will not fisil, by night and by dayt 
to invoke the Moft High to blefii our fceptre, and enable us 
to wield it for the maintenance of our orthodox religion, the 
feetirity and defence of our dear native country, and the 
Aipport of juftice ; ai well as to put an end to all mtlenct» 
iniquities, and violences, by fbengthening and fortifying 
#ur heart for the public (oocL And as wt ardciitly wtfli 

to 
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to prove cfFeAually how far wc merit the reciprocal love <^ 
pur people, for whofe happinefs we acknowledge our throne 
to be appointed, we folemnlypromife, on our imperial word, 
to make fuch arrangements in the empire, that the govern- 
ment may be endued with an intrinfic force to fupport itfelf 
within limited and proper bounds ; ^ and each department of 
the ftatc provided with wholefome laws and regulations, fuf- 
ficient to maintain good order therein, at all times, and under 
all circum (lances. 

By which means we hope to eftablifh hereafter the empire 
and our fovereign power, (however they may have been 
formerly weakened,) in fuch a manner as to comfort the 
difcouraged hearts of all true patriots. We do not iii the 
leall doubt but that our loving fubje£ls wilU as well for the 
(alvation of their own fouls, as for the good of religioh^ 
inviolably obferve the oath which they have fwom to us in 
the prcfcnce of the Almighty God ; we thereupon aflure 
them of our imperial favour. 
• Done at Peterlburg, July 6, 176?. 



No. VI. 

Declaration puhUJhed by the Empress Catharine II. 
vfon recalling Count Bestucheff RiUMiN/rom his hatij/h' 
i»/ff/ i/f Siberia. 

• THE moll ordinary undcrflanding cannot be ignorant of 
the intimate obligation which all mankind contra^i toward^ 
God and towards each other, to tranTgrefs on no occafioi^ 
whatever the demands of juftice, and cfpecially not to heap 
misfortunes and oppreflion on the head of the innocent. 

Ere we mounted our imperial throne of Ruffia, we were 
well acquainted with the long and fignal fervices rendered 
to this empire by the unfortunate but irreproachable cpunt 
JBeilucheff Riumin. . tier public, decrees of jiie 37th; of 
c February 
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February 1758, induced us to pre fume that the crime which 
had drawn upon him fo^ fevere an animadverfion on the part 
of our dear aunt the emprcfs Elizabeth, muft have been very 
heinous; but the fecond manifefto, of the 6th of April 1759* 
which contained a vague detail of the crimes attributed to 
him, and whereof none were fpecified, obh'ged us to fufpend 
our judgment, and led us to fufpecl that the indignation of 
that humane fovereign, and the vengeance to which (he had 
been brought, were no more than the efie£ls of calumny and 
intrigue ; for the contents of this fecond manifeilo rebted 
not to a malefadtor, but to an opprefFed man condemned 
beforehand. 

From our natural liumanity we have thought fit to foften 
the • feverity of the fentence, to pardon the guilty rather 
than to leave in oblivion the fervices which the faid count 
BeiluchefF rendered during fo many years to our empire, and 
to let him (which would have been dill more blamable) 
terminate his days in an ignominious exile. 

As foon therefore as Providence placed the fceptre in our 
hand, fnbmiflive to the emotions of our fenfibility, and to 
the voice of juftice, we have recaUed from his exile that old 
and faithful fcrvant of our empire ; but, not ignorant of our 
readinefs to hearken to the dielates of judice, he, prefenting 
himfelf before us, has humbly implored the permiflion to 
make his innocence appear to our eyes, a permiflion which 
we granted him with all our heart ; and, after having fpeci- 
fied the intrigues and the calunmies, which appeared to us 
adthenticated and clearer than light, he excited in our heart 
the moft lively compaffion. We experienced at the fame 
time a tender fatisfadlion, on perceiving that the h*berty to 
which we reflored him was in perfc6l agrreement with that 
love of order and jufUce by which we commenced our 
reign. 

His example hat convinced us, that the more weighty the 
accufation, the more fevere ought the examination to be, as 
without this precaution fentence of condemiiation may fall 
upon an innocent perfan. Granting that our very dear aunt 

the 
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fSne emprefs Elizabeth had» to our knowledge and to that o£ 
tfie whole world, great intelligence and fagacity ; neverthc- 

k&9 as no one is infallible the afiair of count 

BeftiichefF took a turn highly difadvantageous to the honour 
of our dear aunt 

For thefe reafons, defirous of rcftoring the luftre of. her 
same, and the virtues which guided her reign, and to prove 
how much we cheri/h her memory, and to fulfil with ex- 
aAitude the duty of every chriftian, as becomes a mother of 
the country, we have thought ourfelves obliged to declare 
iblenmly that the faid count EcfliichefF Riumin was deferv- 
ing, in the highed degree, of the confidence of our deceafed 
aunt, &c 

Given at St. Pcterfburg, this 13th of Auguft 17624 



No. VII. 

Translation ofalLzTTEKfrom the Empress ^Russia, 
/a M. d*Alembert, ^z/ Paris, whom Jhe had invited int9 
Russia to educate her Son. 

M. d'Albmbert, 
I HAVE juft received the anfwer you wrote to Mr. Odart, 
in which you refufe to tranfplant yourfclf to. afliJl in the ediu 
cation of my fon. I eafily conceive that it cofls a philofo- 
pher, like you, nothing to defpife what the world calif 
grandeur and honour : thefe, in your eyes, are very h'ttle ; 
and I can readily agree with you that they arc fo. Confider- 
ing things in this light, there would be nothing great in the 
behaviour of queen Chrillina [of Sweden] which has been 
fo highly extolled ; and often cenfurcd with morey ufUce. 
But to be bom and called to contribute to the happinefs and 
even the inftrudion of a whole nation, and. yet decline it, is, 
in.niy opinion, refufing to do that good^vhich you wifh to do. 

Your 
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Your plulofopKy is founded in a love to mankind : permit me 
then to tell you, that to refufe to ferve mankind, whOft it is 
in your power, is to mifs your aim. 1 know you too well ta 
be a good man, to afcribe your refufal to vanity. I know 
that the folc motive of it is the love of eafe, and leifure 
to cultivate letters and the friendfhip of thofe you efteenu 
But what is there in this objediion ? Come, with all your 
friends ; I promife both tliem and you, every conveniency and 
advantage that depends upon me ; and perhaps you will find 
more liberty and eafe here, than in your native country. 
You refufed the invitation of the king of Pruifia, notwith- 
ftandingyour obligations to him; but that prince has no foa. 
I own to you, that 1 have the education of my fon fo much 
at hearty and I think you fo neceflary to it, thjit perhaps I 
prefs you with too much eameftncfs. Excufe my indifcrction 
for the fake of the occafion of it ; and be aifured that it is 
my edeenv for you that makes me fo urgent. 

Mofco, CATHARINE. 

Nov. 13, 1762. 

In this whole letter I have argued only from what I have 
found in yotir writings : you would not contradid yourfelf. 



No. VIII. 

TK^D.fiCLARA'fiON which the Empress eaufedtohe JeUvM'eJ 
to the Foreign Minifiert. 

THE ftyie of imperial, which Peter the great, of gIo«; 
rious memory, aflumed, or rather revived for himfelf and 
his fucceffors, has long appertained as well to the fovereignt* 
as to the crown and to the monarchy of all the Ruffias. . , j 

Her imperial majefty regards as contrary to the fubftaoce 
of that principle, all renewal of the reverfals which have 
beeo.g^ven fucceffively to every potentate on its acknowledge 
inent of that title. In. GO|iii(^uimce .whercofi her utajefty<i 

has 
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his jui: g:*c3 orde» to her iiiicj[i1«- to make a gehend ae-^ 
daratkz, that the Aylc of impi rial being by its very na- 
tar^ o3ce 2:t2ched to the crown and to the monarchy oi 
S.cSa. a=d pcrpetnaied for a locg courfe of years and fuc- 
ceffioos aeoher herfelf, nor her fncceflbrs for ever, can toy 
Bore renew the faid rrrerfals, and flill lefs prefenre any cor* 
reiposdesce wiih the powers who (hall refiife to acknow- 
hdgc the imperial title in the perfons of the fovereigias of 
an the RufiBS,as well as in their crown and their monardiy: 
aad to the cxMi that thi^ dt cbra: ion may terminate for ever 
all d££cuhks in a matter which ought not to admit of any» 
her zcajcllT, 10 conform fry to the declaration of Peter the 
great, dedarcs that the Hyk of imfekial (hall communi- 
cate DO altcfation to the ceremonial iu life among coorts^ 
which fliall remain always on the fame footing. 

(Si^ed) VORONTZOFF. 

Mofco, Not. 2 1, 1762. B. A. GALLITZIM* 

[The ambafbdor Breteuil having tranGnitted this dedara^ 
ticn to Veriaillcs, Lovis XV. wrote the following anfw^^ 
which was dcliTered to the minillers of Catharine :} 

Titles are of themfclvcs nothing. They poffefs no other 
reality than ioafmuch as they are acknowledged, and their 
value depends on the idea attached to them» and the extent 
given to them by thofe who have the nghr to admit them» 
to rejcA them, or to limit them. — Sovereigns themfelves 
cannot attribute to themfdves titles at their own choice; the 
conlent of thdr fubje&s is not fufficient ; that of the other 
powers is neceffary ; and everj- crown, at h*berty to acknow- 
ledge or to refufc a new title, may alfo adopt it with fuch 
modifications and conditions as arc agreeable to it. 

Agreeably to this pnnciple, Peter I. and his fncceflbrs to 
tiie emprefs Eh'sabeth, have never been known in France but 
under the denomination of tzar. — ^That princefs is the 
firfb of all the foverecgns of Rxiffia to whom the king gfanted 
the fiyle imperial ; but it was under the exprefs conditionf 
that this title (hould communicate no prejudice to the cere* 
AOttial in ufc botwecn thc^two couits. 

Thf 
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The einprefs Elizabeth fubfcnbedy without fcruple, thiJi 
condition, and explained herfelf on that head mod circum- 
ftantially in the reverfal framed by her order, and figncd io 
the month of March 1745* ^7 ^^^ counts Beftucheff and 
Vorontzoff. — ^The daughter of Peter I. therein teftifies her 
entire fatisfad^ion. She therein acknowledges, that it is 
from frUnd/hipf and from a truly peculiar attention of the ling 
to ierf that hit majejly had condefcended to the aclnowledgnuni 
ofthejlyle of imperial, which other powers had already con^ 
ceded; and (he confefles that this complaifance of the ting of 
France is highly agreeable to her. 

The king, a^uated by the fame fentiments for the em- 
prefs Catharine II. makes no hefitatlon in granting to her 
at prefent the ftyle of imperial, and to acknowledge it in 
her, as attached to the throne of Ruffia : but his majefty 
means that this acknowledgment fhould be made under the 
fame conditions as under the two foregoing reigns ; and he 
declares, that, i£ hereafter any one of the fucceflbrs of the 
emprefs Catharine, unmindful of this folemn and reciprocal 
engagement, (liall think proper to form any pretenfion con- 
trary to the ufage uniformly followed between the two courts* 
concerning rank and precedence ; from that moment, the 
crown of France, by an equitable reciprocity, (hall refume 
its antient flyle, and ceafe to give the ftyle of imperial to 
that of Ruflla. 

This declaration, tending to prevent all fubjed of di£Bp 
culty for the future, is a proof of the friendfhip of the king 
for the emprefs, and of the iincere defire he has to cftablifh 
between the two courts a folid and unalterable union. 

(Signed) PRASLIN. 

Done at Verfailles, Jan. 18, 1763. 
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No. IX. 

Substance of a Memorial delivenJ <m the \SthofJ^% 
by the Chancellor o/*Rvssia to the Polish Resident 
at Petersburg. 

IN this memorial her imperial majefty fir ft fcts forth her 
great love of peace, and how careful fhe has been to prcfcnrc 
It ; and then proceeds thus : " Filled with thefc fcntimcnts, 
** It IS with regret, that the emprefs fees his Poli(h majefty 
'< follow different maxims with regard to her, and make no 
** return to her friendly proceedings but by proceedings 
** dire£Uy oppofitc. 

** In the firft place, in the affair of Couflandt her impcrid 
<* majefty, attentive to every thing that concerned the dignity 
<* of the king of Poland, has not ceafed to claim his juftice^ 
** in which fhe al^^Tiys placed the greateft confidence. 

** Secondly, fhe has not only paid all poflible regard to the 
•* reprefcntations made to her, touching the damage which 
** the Poles might have fufFered by the paffage of the ruffian 
** troops ; but even at this moment fhe waits only for the 
•* naming of coraraifraries by the republic, to fettle and give 
** orders for indemnification. 

** Her imperial majefty is not content with convincing hi» 
« Polifh majefty of her fiiendfhfp in thofe two general 
«* objcdls which regard the refpeftive eftates ; (he has nolefis 
** at heart the giving proofs of her pcrfonal regard for his 
<< majefty and hiB family. She has already intereftcd herfelfj^ 
*« and will ftill intereft herfelf, at every favourable opportu- 
** nity, to procure a proper eftablifhment for his royal high- 
** nefs the king's fon, prince Charles 5 neverthclcfs, hia 
** majefty the king of Poland has hitherto refufed to Hften 
*' to any overtures for an accommodation, or for making 
<' fatisfadlion for the many complaints of the emprefs : not 
«« to mention the treaty of perpetual peace eftablifhe^ 
<< betweeu Ruffia an4 the republic of Pgland, and which has 

« b^ca 
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*< been infringed by Poland, in many points ; her imperial 
•* majefty complains, firft> that, notwithftanding the requi- 
«* fidon made by her ambaflador, the king has not given her 
** fati8fa6Uon with regard to the irregular conduA of the 
** four minifters, who figned a memorial highly offenfive 
** to the court of Ruffia and its fovereign. Secondly, that 
** the king has not yet acknowledged the (awful duke 
** of Courland. Thirdly, that the laws and liberties of 
'* Poland are opprefTed, as well as the friends of Ruilia, who 
** are kept from all employments, and from all faToura, 
** becaufe they fupport liberty and the laws ; and who, on 
•* that very account, merit the protection of Rufiia ; who, 
** being the guarantee of the rights of the republic, muft not 
'< fuffer any change in its conflitution, but mull be its firmeft 
f* fupport,'' &c. 



No. X. 

Manifesto pubrt/bed by the Court of Petersburg, on 
occqfion of the Dealt of Pritice Ivan. 

By the grace of God, we Catharine the fecond, em* 
prefs and fovereign of all the Ruiiias, &c. to all 
whom thefe prefents may concern. 

WHEN, by the divine will, and in compliance with the 
ardent and unanimous defires of our faithful fubjedls, we 
afcended the throne of Ruflia, we were not ignorant that 
Ivan, fon of Anthony, prince of Brunfwic-Wolfcnbuttle, 
and the princefs Anne of Mecklenburgh, was fUU alive. 
This prince, as is well known, was, immediatdy after his 
birth, unlawfully declared heir to the imperial crown of 
Ruflia ; but, by the decrees of Providence, he was foon 
after irrevocably excluded from that high dignity, and the 
(ipeptre placed in the hands of the lawful heircfs, £h'zabetb» 
H H J daughter 
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daughter of Peter the great, our beloved aunt of gtoriodi 
memory. After We had afcended the throne, and offered 
up to heaven our juft thankfgivings, the firft obje6t tluCt 
employed our thoughts, in confequence of that humanity 
that is natural to us, was the unhappy fituation of that 
prince, who was dethroned by the Divine Providence, and 
had been unfortunate ever fincc his birth; and we formed 
the refolution of alleviating his misfortunes, as far as wis 
poffible. We immediately made a vifit to him, in order to 
judge of his underflanding and talents, and, in confequence 
thereof, to procure him an agreeable - and quiet iituatibn, 
fuitaLle to his charadlcr, and the education he had received. 
But how great was our furprife, when, bcfideB a defeft tn 
his utterance, that was uneafy to himfclf, and rendered hk 
difcourfe almoft unintelligible to others, we obferved in him 
a total privation of fcnfe and reafon ! Thofe who accom« 
panicd us during this interview faw how n^uch our heart 
fuffered at the view of an objcft fo fitted to excite compa^ 
fion ; they were alfo convinced that the only meafure we 
could take to fuccour the unfortunate prince, was to leave 
him where we found him, and to procure him all the com- 
forts and conveniences that his fituation would admit o£ 
We accordingly gave our orders for this purpofe, though 
the (late he was in prevented his perceiving the marks of our 
humanity, or being feufiblc of our attention and care ; for 
he IcTicw nobody, could not diftinguifh between good and 
evil, nor did he know the ufe that might be made of read- 
ing, to pafs the lime with Icfs weannefs and difguft : on the 
contrrry, he fought after pleafure inobje£bthat difcoveredf 
with (tifficicnt evidence, the difordcr of his imagination. 

To prevent, therefore, ill-intentioned perfons from giving 
him any trouble, or from making ufe of his name or orders 
to diflurb the public tranquillity, we prave him a g^nard, and 
placed about his perfon two ofHcers of the garrifon, in whofe 
fideh'ty and integrity we could confide. Thefe officers were 
captain VkfficfF and lieutenant Tfchekin, who, by their 
long military fervices, which bad confiderably impaired 
9 thei{ 
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their healthy deferved a fuitable repdrnpence^ and a ilation 
XA which they might pafs quietly the red of their days ; 
they were accordingly charged with the care of the prince, 
and were ftridily enjoined to let none approach him. Yet 
all thefe precautions were not fufficient to prevent an aban- 
doned profligate from committing at Schluffelburg, with 
unparalleled wickednefs, and at the riik of his own life, an 
outrage, whofe enormity infpires horror. A fccond lieute- 
nant of the regiment of Smolenfko, a native of the Ukrainet 
named Bafil Mirovitcb* grandfon of the firft rebel that fol- 
lowed Mazeppa, and a man in whom the perjury of his 
anceftors feems to have been infufed with their blood ; this 
profligate, having pafled his days in debauchery and difli- 
pation, and being thus deprived of all honourable means of 
advancing his fortune ; having alfo lod fight of what he 
4>wed to the law of God, and of the oath of allegiance he 
had taken to us ; and knowing prince Ivan only by name, 
without any knowledge dther of his bodily or mental qua* 
lities ; took it into his head to make ufe of this prince to 
advance his fortune at all events, without being refliained 
^y the confideration of the bloody fcene that fuch an 
attempt was adapted to occafion. In order to execute this 
<leteftable, dangerous, and dcfperate • projc£l, he defired, 
during our abfence in Livonia, to be upon guard, out of 
his turn, in the fortrefs of Schluflelburg, where the guard 
ia relieved every eight days ; and the 15th of kd month, 
about two o'clock in the morning, he all of a fudden called 
up the main guard, formed it into k L'ne, and ordered the 
ibldiers to load with ball. Berednikoff, governor of the 
fortrefs, having heard a noife, came out of his apartment^ 
and aiked Mirovitch the reafon of this didurbance, but 
received no other anfwer from this rebel than a blow on the 
head with the butt-end of his mufket. Mirovitch, having 
wounded and arreded the governor, led on his troop with 
fury, and attacked with fire-arms the handful of foldiers 
that guarded prince Ivan. But he was fo warmly received 
H H 3 by 
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by thofc foldien under the command of the two officer! 
mentioned abovei that he was obliged to retire. By a paiw 
ticular direftion of that providence that watches over the 
life of man, there was that night a thick mift, which, toge^* 
ther with the inward form and fituation of the fortrefs, hzd 
this happy efFed, that not one individual was either killed 
or wounded. The bad fuccefs of this firft attempt could 
not engage this enemy of the public peace to defift from hit 
rebellious purpofe. Driven on by rage and defpair, he 
ordered a piece of cannon to be brought from one of the 
baflionsy which order was immediately executed. Captain 
VlafllefT and his lieutenant Tfchekin, feeing that it was 
tmpoflible to redft fuch a fuperior force, and confidering the 
unliappy confequences that muft enfue from the deliverance 
of a perfon that was committed to their care, and the effb- 
fion of innocent blood that muft follow ^m the tumult* 
it was adapted to excite, took, after deliberating together, 
the only ftep that they thought proper to maintain the public 
tranquillity, which was to cut (hort the days of the unfof 
tunate prince. Confidering alfo, that if they fct at liberty 
a prifoncr, whom this defpcratc party endeavoured to force 
with fuch violence out of their hands, they ran the ri/k of 
being punifhed according to the rigour of the laws, they 
affaflinated the prince^ without bei^g reftrained by the appre- 
henfion of being put to death by a villain reduced to defpair. 
The monfter (Mirovitch), feeing the dead body of the 
prince, was fo confounded and ftruck at a ifght he fo h'ttle 
expeded, that he acknowledged, that very inftant, hi» 
temerity and his guilt, and difcovered his repentance to the 
troop which about an hour before he had feduced from their 
duty, and rendered the accomph'ces of his crime. 

Then it was, that the two officers, who had nipped this 
rebellion in the bud, joined with the governor of the fortrefs. 
In fecuring the perfon of this rebel, and in bringing back 
the foldiers to their duty. They alfo fent to our privy- 
counfellor Panin, under whofe orders they aded, a relation 

of 
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ttf this event, which, though unhappy, has neverthclefsf 
Under the protcdion of Heaven, been the occafion of pre- 
venting ftill greater calamities. This fenator difpatched 
immediately lieutenant-colonel Kafchkin, with fufficient 
inftni6lions to maintain the public tranquillity, to prevent 
diforder on the fpot, {i. e. where the affaffination was comi» 
mitted,) and fent us, at the fame time, a courier with a 
circumftantial account of the whole affair* In confequence 
of this, we ordered lieutenant-general Weymam, of the di- 
vifion gf St. Peterfburg, to take the ntceffary informations 
upon the fpot ; this he has done, and has fent us accord- 
ingly the interrogatories, depofitions, and the confef&on of 
^the villain himfelf, who has acknowledged his guilt. 

Seniible of the enormity of his crime, and oE its confe- 
quences with regard to the peace of our country, we have . 
referred the whole affair to the confidetation of our fenate, 
which we have ordered, jointly with the fynod, to invite the 
three firft clafles, and the prefidents of all the colleges, to 
hear the verbal relation of general Weymarn, who has takeo 
the proper informations ; to pronounce fentence in confe- 
quence thereof ; and, after that fentence has been figned, to 
yrefent it to us fi)r our confirmation of the fame. 

The original is fi|ped by hef imperial majefty't own 
hand. CATHARINE. 
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No. XL 

Alphabetical List of the Towns of the Russian 
Empire, fbewing in 'what Government they Ite^ and how 
many Verfs dtftantfrom the Refidence^from the Metropolis y 
and from their rejpe^ive Government Towns ^ osfar as could 
be colleBedfrom the Accounts delivered to Catharine II. 

The names of the goternment towns are diftinguiihed by itsttet. 



Towns. 



In what sovernment. 






1^ 



^ I 
> & 



Aktyrka 

Aklanfk 

Alapayefsk 

Alatyr 

Alexandnya 

Alcxandrof 

Alexandrof&k 

Alexin 

Alexopol 

Jircbangel 

ArdatofF 

ArdatofF on Alatyr 

Arenfberg 

Arfamas 

Arfk 

Afoff 

Aftrakhan 

Atkarfk 

Atfchinflc 

Babinovitfchi 

Bachmut 

Balachna 

BalafchofF 

Baltic port 

Bargufmfk 

Belcbey 

Bcrefin 



Kharkoff 

Irkutfk 

Permc 

Simbirik 

Ekatarinoflavl 

Vladimir 

Caucafus 

Tula 

Ekatarinoflavl 

Nlfline-Novgorod 
Simbirfk 
Riga 

Niihn e-Novgorod 
Kafan 

Ekatarinoflavl 
Caucafus 
SaratofF 
Tobolfk 
MohilefF 
Ekatarinoflavl 
Niihn e-Novgorod 
SaratofF 
Reval 
Irkutflt 
!Ufa 
TfchemigoflF 



H53 



7^3 



10497 91^1 



'358 
824 

860 
1 145 

1337 

626 

1120 

H63 
1998 
2142 
1630 
4694 

1490 
1 145 

394 
6345 



106 

4674 

510 

184 

117 

ISO 

60 

"5 



150 
148 

3^9 
109 

55 

625 

630 
902 j 79 
3964 1809 
III 



618 



lOI 



130 
1236 



597 1 

1356. 

3«o 

735 
1268 
1412. 



760 
415 

1122 

5617' 



368 

3a 
244 

44 
5*4 

»39 
36 
Berefoff 



APPENDIX, NO. Xt. 



473 



Towns. 


In what government. 




1^ 


^ 1 cJ* 






>^ 


> 


> 5, , 


Bercfoff 


Tobollk 


38H 


3084 


929 


BldefF 


Tula 


973 


239 


120 


Bielgorod 


Kurik 


^356 


626 


'3^ 


Bichtza 


Mohllcff 






194 


Bieloy 


Smolenfk 


709 


410 


H3 


Bielopolyc 


KharkofF 


1585 


«57 


217 


Bkloferfk 


Novgorod 


569 


540 


532 


Bielovodfk 


Voronetlh 


1545 


803 


307 


Biezvefk 


Tver 


625 


287 


121 


Bjifk 


Kolhyvan 






263 


Biryutfch 


Voronelfch 


1357 


617 


150 


Birfk 


Ufa 


1927 


[197 


105 


BobrofF 


Voronetfch 


1265 


535 


87 


Bogatye 
BogodukhofF 


Karfk 
KharkofF 


1330 
147 1 


600 
74» 


106 
60 


Bogoroditzk 


Tula 


957 


227 


45 


Bogorodfk 


Mofco 






SO 


Bogutfchar 
Bolhoff 


Voronetfch 


1475 


735 


238 


Orel 


1020 


290 


54 


Borifoglyebfk 


Yaroflavl 


* 


t 


3« 


Borifoglyebfk on the 










Vorona 


TambofF 


1359 


629 


152 


Borovitfclu 


Novgorod 


360 


454 


183 


Borofsk 


Kaluga 


893 


163 


78 


Borfna 


TchemlgofF 


1396 


666 


90 


Brianik 


Orel 


1077 


347 


138 


Bronnitzy 


Mofco 


781 


5' 




Bugulma 


Ufa 


1687 


957 


320 


Buguruflan 


Ufa 






279 


Bui 


Koftroma 


932 


396 


>3^ 


Buinfk 


Siihblrfk 


1462 


722 


70 


Bufuluk 


Ufa 






375- 


Cronftadt 


St. Petcrfburg 


47 


777 




Dalmatoff 


Perme 






510 


DanilofF 


Yaroflavl 


810 


316 


63 


Dankoff 


Riazane 


950 


220 


158 


Dcfchkin 


Orel 


1060 


330 


58 


St. Dmitri fort 


Ekatannoflavl 


1968 


1238 


595 


Dmitriycf 


Kurfk 


1241I 


5" 


99 



• By the way cf Uglitfch 8x4, by the way of Pofchek 797. 

•f By th: way of Yiroflivl and Roft. 273, by the way of Pofchek r6^. 

Dmitroff 
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T 
I 



•• cs 1^ 

« S3 
^1. 



towflt. 



In vbftt govcrimiept* 



DmitrofF 

Dmttrofsk 

Doieprofak 

Donetzk 

DorogobiHh 

Doronin/k 

Dorpat 

Driezin 

Dukhofahina 

Drnaburg^ 

uatanoenburg 

Ekaarino/laf 

Elizabethgrad 

Epiphan^ 

Eupatoria 

Eatefch 

Fdlin 

Frederikfham 

Gadyatch 

Galitch 

GdofF 

Georgiefsk 

GlafofF 

Glinfk 

Glukhoff 

Goltva 

Gordatoff 

Gorodetz 

Gorodlfchtfche 

Gorodnia 

Gorokovetch 

Gradifchtfchc 

Griafovetch 

GlaHc 

Habfal 

Infara 

Irbit 

Mvijk 

Ifchim 



Mofco 

Orel 

Tavrida 

Ekatarinoflavl 

Smolenik 

Irkutik 

Riga 

PoTotik 

Smolenfk 

Polotik 

Pcnnc 

Ekatarinoflayl 

Tula 

Tavrida 

Kurflc 

RiVa 

Vyburg 

Tchcrnigoff 

Koftroqja 

St. Pcterfburg 

Caucafus 

Viatka 

TchernigofiF 

NovgorodSievcrfkoi 

Kief 

Nifhne-Novgorod 

Polotzk 

Penfa 

TchcmigoflF 

Vladimir 

Ekatarinoflavl 

Vologda 

Smolenik 

Reval 

Penfa 

Permc 



Tobolfk 



• Via Mtzenilc and Kurfk 
f Via Srooleoik and Bat vin 



702 
I181 



793 
6644 

3»9 
691 

727 

794 
2308 
1596 

'759 
962 

"93 

J26 

919 
216 

2528 

1280 
698 

1039 

709 

581 

456 

1290 

2683 

2935 



— I 171a 



62 



29S 
5964 
1049 

697 

800 
1578 

868 
141 1 

463 
1056 

h 
1800 



wo 



553 



33a 
384 

160 

I 126 

560 

953 
5093 
2205 

720 

98* 



84 
300 

443 

86 
871 
230 
68 
5» 
»73 
358 

an 

50 
60 

46 

841 

186 

a$4 
"7 

60 
a 14 
aio 

«83 
70 

144 
4» 
50 

157 

156 

4« 
32a 

95 

89 

57* 

344 



Ifchipnjlc 
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■■' 




u 


1. 


is 


Towin. 


lo what governoaent. 




m 

IS 

> 


Vii 


tfchigiiiflc . 


Irkutfk 


10307^577 4484 


Ilium 


Kharkoff 


1550 820 Hi 




Vologda 


695 


468. 4« 


Kadyi 


Koftroma 


950 


427 


147 


Kaigorod 


Viatka 


1972 


1242 


246 


Kainfk 


ToboUk 


3738 


3058 


90s 


KaUadn 


Tver 


734 


294 


168 


Kalitva 


Voronetch 


142 J 


681 


193 


Kaluga 




890 


160 




Kamyfchin 


Saratoff 


1806 


1076 


»74 


KamyfchlofF 


Pcrmc 






AtH 


Kanadyei 


Sitnbirfk 


J537 


797 


«3« 


K&ratfcheff 


Orel 


1 102 


372 


84 


KarTOpol 
Karlun 


Olonetz 
Simbirik 


618 
H^3 


1078 
683 


34* 
9* 


Kafan 




1465 


735 




Kafchin 


Tver 


716 


312 


IJO 


Kafimoff 


Riafanc 


lOIO 


280 


140 


Kem 


Olonetz 


885 


H79 


455 


Kerenfk 


Penfa 


1 199 


460 


>35 


'Kexholm 


Viborg 


146 


876 


130 


Kharloff 




142 1 


680 




Khcrfon 


Ekatarinoflavl 


. » 


t 


290 


Kholm 


PlefkofF 


336 


592 


266 


Rhoperfk 


Saratoff 


1419 


699 




Khorol 


Kief 






2^3 


Khotmyflifk 


Kharkoff 


1455 


7^5 


71 


Khvalynik 


Saratoff 






197 


Kieff 


f 


1582 


852 




Kinburn fort 


Tavrida 


2091 


1361 




Kinefchma 


Koflroma 


885 


347 


83 


Kirenflc 


Irkutik 


6768 


6038 


945 


KJriloff 


Novgorod 


590 


495 


'580 


Kirfanoff 


Tamboff 


1295 


S^S 


88 


Kirfhatfh 


Vladimir 


850 


123 


"5 


Kifliar ^ 


Caucafus 


2642 


1912 




KlimovJtfchi 


Mohileff 






128 


Klin 


Mofco 


648 


82 




Kniaginm 


Nifhne- Novgorod 






96 


• ITtS Mttenfk, Kurflc, x 


ind KrcmcntAuk — 


1903 


'174 




f V)i Smolen/k, Baturiiij 


Pole* and Kremefltihuk 


2141 


1411 





Kola. 
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II 


h 


Hi 


TOWQI. 


In wBat goTermneat. 


ii 






lu 


11- 






t>co 


> 




KoU 


Archangel 1 379 12 109 


IO>I 


Kolmo^ory 


Archangel 








Kolognflf 


Koflroma 


968 


534 


254 


Kolomna 


Mofco 


830 


100 




Kolyvan 




51544424 




Konotop 


Novgorod Sieverfkoi 


»345 


615 


"5 


Konftantinograd 


Ekatarinodavl 


973 


864 


104 


Kopyfs 


Mohnef 






49 


Korop 


Novgorod Sicvcrfkoi 






70 


Korotoyak 


Voronetch 


«3i3 


573 


80 


Korotfcha 


KuHk 


^ZS9 


629 


135 


Kortfcheva 


Tver 






82 


Kofchira 


Tula 


900 


17c 


80 


Kofeletz 


Kifff 


1510 


780 


7* 


Kofelik 


Kaluga 


940 


210 


SI 


KoHoff 


TambofF 


^^SS 


425 


7« 


Koftroma 




802 


28c 




Kotelnitfch 


Vlatka 


1811 


1081 


95 


KotiakofiF 


Simbi'rfk 


1404 


664 


110 


KovrofF 


Vladimir 


964 


2.^7 


62 


Krafnoborfk 


Vologda 


1 100 '1006 


580 


Krafnoy 


Smolenlk 


823 430 


46 


Krafnoi-Kholm 


Tver 


586 326 


161 


Krafnoi-Yar 


Aftrakhan 


2112 1382 


30 


Krafnoyarfk 
Xrafnokulfk 


Kolyvan 


48394109 


1981 


Kharkoff 


1508^ 767 


86 


Krafnoflobodfk 


Pcnfa 


1564' 834 


•73 


Krafnoufimfk 


Perme 


2077.1347 


188 


Krcftzi 


Novgorod 


279 45' 


93 


Krolevetch 


Novgorod Sieverfkoi 


1319! 589 


^i 


Kiomy 


Orel 


ii33i 403 


36 


Kropivna 


Tula 


952 1 222 


40 


Kungur 


Perme 


2051 1323 


9« 


Kupenfk 


Vcronetch 


1663 


923 


283 


Kurgan 


Tobolflc 


2875 


2 '45 


4'4 


Kurmyfch 


Simbirfk 


1237 


500 


257 


Kurjk 
Kulmodemyanflc 




1224 


494 




Kafan 


1294 


564 


i8» 


Kufnetzk 


Kolyvan 


4737 14007 




Kufnetzk 


SaratofF 






•97 


Ladoga 
Laifcheff 


St. Peterfburg 


150 


744 




Kafan 






5« 



LaU^ 



APPENDIX, NO. XI. 



477 



Towni. 


In what gonminent. 




h 
p 


1 1*^ 






t>co 


>- 


> S) 


Lalfk 


Vologda 
Tamboff 


IIIO 


981 


ss% 


Lebedyan 


1 104 


374 


177 


Lebedin 


Kharkoff 


1540 


810 


H7 


Levkopol 


Tavrida 






80 


LgoflF 


Kurik 


1295 


565 


71 


Xiichvin . 


Kaluga 


940 


210 


45 


Lipetzk 


Tamboff 


1 162 


432 


149 


Xiinbim 


Yaroflavl 


826 


354 


101 


Lfiutzin 


Polotzk 


593 


758 164 


Livcn/k 


Voronetch 


H03 


654 175 


Livny^ 


Orel 


1090 


360 128 


Lochvitza 


Tfchernigoff 


1462 


73a aio 


Xfodeinoe Pole 


Olonetz 


276 


809I 215 


Lubney 


Kieff 


1505 


775 


190 


LiUch 


Koftroma 


913 


347 


129 


Lupa 
Lukoyanoff 


St. Peterfburg 


135 


614 




Nifhne-Novgorod 






158 


Makarief 


Nifline-Novgorod 






80 


Makarief 


Koilroma 


98 


474 


195 


Malmyfh 


Viatka 






249 


Maloaichangcl 


Orel 


1143 


413 


70 


Maloyaroflavl 


Kaluga 


847 


113 


5^ 


Mamadyfh 


Kafan 






146 


Manupol 


Ekatarinoflavl 






321 


Medynflc 


Kaluga 


869 


135 


57 


Melenki 


Vladimir 


1040 


313 


i3« 


Melitopol 


Tavrida 






220 


MenfeUnfk 


Ufa 


1769 


1035 


236 


Mefchtfchofsk 


Kaluga 


980 


250 


69 


Mefen 


Archangel 


1445 


«575 


5>« 


Mgb'nik 


Novgorod Sieverikoi 






141 


Mjcbafloff 


Riazane 


910 


180 


50 


Mirgorod 


Ki'eff 


1784 


1054 


233 


Miropolie 


Kharkoff 


^^^5 


785 


133 


Mohtleff 
Mokfchan 




75 i 


534 




Penfa 


1368 


638 


37 


Mologa 


Yaroflavl 


740 


260 


no 


Morfchanflc 


Tairboff 


1156 


426 


88 


Mofalfk 


Kaluga 


940 


210 


77 


Mofdok 


Caucnfus 




243 


34 


Mo(hai(k 


Mofco 


816 


99 




MOSCO 


Mttrop^Tu 


728 







MfiUlavI 
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TowBt* 



III whtt foffeimieitt* 




MftUlaTl 

Murom 

Myfchkin 

Hxcnflc 

Makhitfcherao 

Nagaibak 

Naroftfdut 

Nanra 

Narym 

Vtdnjnilof 

Nerechta 

Nertfchinflc 

Neyflilott 

Nevel 

Nieftiin 

Nikitflc 

Njkolfk 

Minmaia Dievilza 

Kifhne Kamtfchatka 

Nifline Lomoff 

Nijbne Novgorod 

Niniacudiiiik 

Nolin 

Novgorod 

Novgorod St€ver/ioi 

Novomiefto 

Novomirgorod 

Novomoilcofsk 

Novorfhcff 

Novcfil 

Oboian 

Obvinfk 

Odoyef 

Okhanfk 

Okhotfk 

Olekminik 

Olenik 

Olonets 

Omfk 



Mohilef 

Vladimir 

YaroOavl 

Orel 

EkatannoAiTl 

Orenburg 

Penfa 

St. Peterftuiv 

Tobolfk 

Kharkoff 

Koftroma 

Irkutflc 

Viburg 

Polotzk 

Tfcheroigoff 

Mofco 

Vologda 

Voronctch 

Irkutfk 

Penfa 

Irkutlk 
Viatka 



Novgorod Sicverfkoi 

Ekatarinoflavl 

Ekatarinoflavl 

Plcfkoff 

Tula 

Kurfk 

Pcrmc 

Tula 

Permc 

Irkutfk 

Irkutflc 

Irkutflc 

Olonetz 

Tobolflc 



* By Star, and Sonolen/k 

^ By Tula aod Mofco •<- 



1735 
1356 

4644 

>574 
846 

6784 
390 

i33« 

1444 

1 164 

1284 

1 1699 

1339 
1 1 20 

5348 
186 



47» 
1292 
1283 

940 

9259 
7754 
9309 
280 
3286 

1150 
1328 



1003 
626 
875 
3934 
844 
236 
6054 

II30 
618 

7H 

3» 

io6« 

544 
10969 

609 

390 
4618 

544 
t 



•853 
458 

553 
210 

8529 

7024 

»579 

874 

2556 



54* 

185 

43 
961 
350 

99 
74 

637 

57 

5876 

96 

475 






'44 
288 

18 

176 

59 

50 

70 

67 

343* 

931 

349<S 

150 

693 
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Towns. 


In what government. 


H 


A 


ill 






^A 


^ ^5 


Onega 


Archangel 

ptcfkcfr ^ 


900 


1560 %%% 


OpOtfcha 


491 


l^ls 


137 


Oranienbaum 


St. Peterfbtfrg 


40 


768 




Oranicnbarg 


Riazane 


1093 


3^31 


170 


Qtel 




1097 


367 




Oreuborg 


Ufa 


1984 


1 
1254 


319 


OrlofF 


Viatka 


1663 


933 


5* 


Orfcha 


Mohfleff 


685 


466 


(^ 


Ofa 


Perme 


2020 


1290 


113 


Olkol, old 


Kurfk 


1309 


579 


130 


Olkoly new 


Kurfk 


1379 


639 


191 


Oftafchkoff 


Tver 


426 


347 


183 


Ofter 


Kieff 


1532 


802 


89 


Oftrogofk 
Oftroff 


Voronetch 


1326 


588 


"^S 


PlcfkofF 


425 


800 


56 


Pavlograd 
Favlofsk 


Ekatarinoflavl 






20s 


'Voronetch 


1380 


640 


150 


Pen/a- 




^394 


660 




Percy aflavl 
Perekbp 


KiefF 


1533 


823 


78 


Tavrida 






140 


Peremyfchl 


Kaluga 


925 


195 


28 


Petefl(tol Riaz. 




910 


180: 


Pereflavl Saliefk 


Vladimir 


750 


125 120 


Pcrevolotfchna 


Novgorod 


2002 


1272^ 50 


Perevos 


Niffine Novgorod 






90 


Perme ^ 




1949 


1219 




Peman 


Riga 


479 


1 1 90 72 


Petropavkfskoi 


Irkutfk 


10648 


9918 4620 


Petrozavodik 


Olonetfe 


430 


1024 




Petrofsk 


Yaroflavl 


819 


167 


76 


Petroffik • 


^aratofF 


1490 


760 


105 


Pctfchory 


Plefkoff 




807 


54 


Phanagoria 


Tavrida 






240 


Pinega 


Archangel 


1245 


1288 


210 


Piriatin 


Kieff 


1480 


750 


x6i 


Pies 


Koftroma 


856 


295 


54 


Ple/kof 




* 


717 




PodoT 


Mofco 


765 


35 




Pogar 
Pokroff 


NovgorodSieverfkoi 
Vladimir 


1 40c 
82^ 


> 67c 
\ 97 


^4 
78 


• By way oMf anra 


mmm mmm 


34< 


> 




fy wiy of Lu^a 


— — ' 


32 ( 


) 





Poloizl 
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liili 


^l; 


Townt. 


In what go?eroment> 


l^lf^ 


lis 






>«« l> 


> 8» 


Polotzh 




6431373 




Poltava 


EkaUnnoflavl - 


'5351 805 


171 


Porkhof 


Pleflcoff 


336, 694 


85 


Porictfchy 


Smolen/k 


752 


430 


73 


Pofchekonia 


Yaroflavl 


718 


3H 


112 


Potfchinki 


Nifhnc Novgorod 






212 


Povicnctz 


Olonctz 


595 


1 189 


76s 


Priluky 


TfchcruigoflF 


1453 


723 




Pronflc 


Riazane 


950 


220 


50 


Pudafh 


Olonetz 


516 


996 


240 


Putcvl 


Kur/!^ 


1404 


674 


100 


Rcfitza 


Polotzk 


619 


784 


190 


Reval 




340 


1070 




Riafhfk 


Riazane 


1000 


270 




Rtga 




SS^ 


1053 




RogatflicfF 


MohQeff 


.1396 


636 102 


RoinanofF 


Yaroflavl 


796 


266 jJ4 


Romen 


Tfchcmigoff 


1412 


682 


194 


Rofheftvcnfk 


St. Peterfburg 


79 






Roflavl 


Smolenik 


880 


443 


116 


RoftofF 


Yaroflavl 


8.06 


189 


54 


RfhcfF 


Tver 


631 


300 


'*7 


Rufa 


Mofco 


759 


88 




Rybnoi 


Yaroflavl 


8q6 


J52 


78 


Rylfk 


Kurflc • 


'340 


610 


116 


Sadon/k 


Voronetch 


1130 


093 


8f 


Samara 


SImbirflc 


^^33 


177 


St. PETERSBURG 


Rejidence 




728 




Sapofhok 


Riazane 


1030 


300 


120 


Saraifk 


Riazane 


860 


130 


56 


Saranfk 


Penfa 


1276 


546 


I2t 


Sarapul 


Viatka 


1812 ibSzj 380 


Saratof 




1632 


902| 


Safchiverflc 


Irkutik 


9192 


8462 3369 


Schadrmfk 


Perme 


2488 


1758 si^ 


Schatzk 


TambofF 


1090 


360 157 


Schenkurfk 


Archangel 


800 


848 388 


Schc-fchkeyef 


Penfa 


1306 


576 144 


Schluflelburg 


St. Peterfburg 


60 


790! 


Schtfchigry 


Kurfk ^ 


1290 


4781 50 


Schuya 


Vladimir 


969 


239! 90 


Sebcfh 


Polotzk 


533 


7i8i 


104 



Sclengiuik 



APPSHDIX, NO. XI. 



481 





■ 


it ^ tis ig *j ■* 


Towat, 


Jij whit goTerouitiit. 


1^ Ss i§l 




■ 




1 l?l 


Srlenginflt 


Irkxitlk 


612 e 


?496 


¥>t 


Scmcanoff 


Niftine Novgorod 






60 


Semipalatlk 


Kolyvan 


=99^ 


226a 




Semlmnflc 


Voronetcb 


1204 


464 


40 


Serdob 


Sar^toff 






175 


Scrdobol 


Viburg- 






138 


ScT^^tfch 


NJfhne Novgorod 






13B 


Sergielsk 


Ufa 






35(5 


Serpeiflc 


Kaluga 


980 


2JO 


%z 


Serpukbof 


Mofco 


818 


88 




Sevaflopol 


Tavndl 








Shiganfk 
Shifdra 


Irkutik 


9125 


S395 


$%o% 


Kaluga 


1054 


3^0 


155 


Sicnkof 


Tfchtimigoff 






286 


Siennoi 


MohJkf 






15 1 


Sicv/k 


Orel 


1142 


512 


I4X 


Simbirjk 




1485 


74? 




Simpheropol 
Sin^leyef 


Tavrlda 


2187 


H59 




Simbir/k 


*5'9 


779 


49 


Skopin 


Riazan€ 


1026 


296 


88 


Slairian/k 


Ekatannoilavl 


144^5 


710 


2CX3 


Slobodlkoy 


Vklka 


1740 


lOIO 


23 


BmQkfS ; 
Solgalittkaia 
Solikamlk 




716 


3H 




Kodroma 


799 


502 


22S 


Per me 


2227 


1497 


263 


SolotonoAiha 


Kief ^ 






130 


Sololfchef 


KharkofF 


HJ9 


718 


36 


SdvytrdicgodUk 


Vologda 


icS6 


988 


560 


Sophia 
Sofott^s 


St< Petcriburg 


22 


706 




No vgorod Sic verfkoi 








Spafit 


Kafaii 






'34 


Spaik 


Riazane 


966 


232 


5* 


SpaJk 


TambofF 


13CQ 


57c 


207 


Sraraia RafTa 


Novgorod 


306 


664 


120 


Srmtza 


Tver 


595 


337 


73 


Staro Bykhoff 


Mohilef 


9^4 


569 


58' 


Starodub 


Novgorod Sieve rfltoi 


1083 


480, 


81 


Stavropol 


Caucafui 








Stavropol 


SimbJtik 


J589 


849 


'51 


Stertitamaz^ 1 


Ufe 






III 


Scritftenfk 


Jrkutflc 


6966 


sn6 


104T 


Sabtaoff 


tTver 


628< 


2^0 


iT? 



TOIr. !• 



If 



Sudogda 
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Towflt. 



In what gof crmnent. 



•^1 

>c/> 


ii 

> 



E-5 






Sudogda 


Vladimir 


939 


212 


37 


Sudfcha 


Kurfk 


i3»5 


585 


91 


Sumy 


Kharkotf 


1383 


653 


•75 


Surafh 


Polotzk 


769 


558 


•49 


Surafhfk 


NovgorodSicvcrlkoi 






141 


Surgut 
Sufdal 


Tobolfk 


3610 


287^ 


7*5 


Vladimir 


936 


209 


3« 


Svenigorod 

Sviyabflc 

Sylran 


Mofco 


718 


48 




Kafan 


1445 


7«5 


30 


Simbirfk 


1565 


825 


"3 


Sytfchofka 
Tagai 


Smolenfk 




210 


227 


Simbirfk 


1436 696 


49 


Taganrok 


Ekatarinoflavl 


20361306 


460 


Tamboff 




1207 477 




Tara 


ToboUk 


34452715 


560 


Tarufa 


Kaluga 


848 


118 


62 


Temnikoff 


Tamboff 
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